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Voyages  and  travels. 


Mr.  JOHN  NIEUHOFF's  Voyage  to,  an^l  Ac^ 
count  of  BRASIL,  in  SOUTH  AMERICA. 

MR.  John  NieuhofF,  born  at  Uferi  in  the  earl- 
dom  of  Ben  them,  and  defcended  from  a  repu- 
table family,  engaged  in  the  Dutch  Weft  India  com- 
pany's fervice  as  fupercargo,  on  the  24th  of  Oftober, 
1640,  and  failed  the  fame  day  out  of  the  Texel,  in 
a  (hip  called  the  Roebuck,  of  twenty-eight  guns, 
and  one  hundred  and  thirty  men.  Nothing  remark- 
able occurred  till  the  6th  of  November,  when  they 
were  attacked  by  two  Turkifh  pirates,  whom,  after 
a  very  warm  engagement,  they  obliged  to  Iheer  off. 

After  a  voyage  of  feven  weeks  and  one  day,  with- 
out any  other. material  incident,  they  made  the  coaft 
of  Brafil,  having  in  their  courfe  touched  at  an  ifland 
called  Fernando,  fifty  leagues  from  thence ;  which 
ifland,.  about  the  year  1630,  was  inhabited  by  the 
Dutch,  but  deferted  by  them  a  few  years  after,  on 
account  of  rats  that  fwarmed  there,  and  plundered 
the  earth  of  its  produce.  After  the  Dutch  had  for- 
faken  this  land  of  vermin,  rhe  council  of  Brafil  ap- 
pointed it  the  receptacle  of  malefactors;   who,  on 
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bc^ncteofcd  there,  were  furnilbed  widi  inftrumencs 
stcdSiiy  to  woik  afubfiltence  out  of  the  bowels  of  the 
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About  the  latter  end  of  Auguft,  1 64  3,  Mr.  Nieu- 
hoff  was  ordered  on  a  trading  voyage  to  the  ifland  of 
St.  Thomas ;  for  which  purpofe  he  was  furniihed 
with  a  (hip,  and  a  cargo  of  fullers  earth,  to  be  there 
exchanged  for  black  gmgcr  and  fugar,  the  principal 
commodities  of  the  prlace. 

St.  Thomas  is  thirty-fix  leagues  in  compa&,  of  a 
circular  form,  and  very  fertile  in  fugar  and  black" 
ginger :  in  the  midft  of  this  iQand  there  are  moun- 
tains conftantly  covered  with  fnow,  though  the  ad- 
jacent vallies,  as  may  be  expedted  under  the  line,  are 
fcorched  with  exceflive  heat-  The  air  is  unhealthy, 
efpecially  to  foreigners. 

After  a  voyage  of  three  months,  Mr*  NieuhofF 
arrived  fafe  at  Brafil,  having  fulfilled  the  purpofc  for 
which  he  had  embarked. 

Brafil,  fo  called  by  the  Portuguefe  from  the  wood 
of  that  name  which  abounds  there,  was  originally 
difcovered  in  the  year  1500  by  Pedro  Alvarez  dc 
Cabral,  who  gave  it  the  name  of  Santa  Crui ;  as 
to  its  extent,  geographers  materially  dilagree  ;  but, 
accoijding  to  the  moft  authentic  calculation,  it  mea- 
furcs  from  the  river  Para  to  the  river  Capibari,  fitu- 
atcd  north  and  fouth,  three  hundred  and  feventy-fivc 
leagues  ;  the  extent  from  eaft  to  weft  is  more  doubt- 
ful, but  computed  at  fevcn  hundred  and  forty-two 
leagues. 

The  Portuguefe  have  divided  Brafil  into  fourteen 
diftrifts,  tvhich  they  call  Kapicanas  or  captainlhips, 
each  of  which  is  watered  by  lome  confiderable  river, 
with  other  ftnams  of  Icflcr  note.  The  river  named 
St.  Francis,  claims  precedence  of  all  others  in  this 
country  in  point  of  fize  j  yet,  though  it  is  broad  and 
deep,  (hips  of  burden  are  prevented  from  entering  it 
ty  lands  which  choak  up  its  mouth.     In  the  lake 

whence 
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whence  this  river  takes  its  rife,  there  is  a  large  quin* 
tity  of  gold  duft  found,  fuppoied  to  be  wafhed  down 
by  the  rivulets. which  glide  through  the  caverns  of 
the  Peruvian  mountains.  It  is  worthy  of  obfervation, 
that  the  river  St.  Francis  rolls  the  largcft  ftream  at 
that  ieaibn  of  the  year  when  rains  feldom  fall ;  which 
is  attributed  to  the  vaft  quantity  of  fnow  diilblved 
by  the  fummer  fun  upon  the  mountain  tops. 

Six  of  the  captain(hips  already  mentioned,  were 
under  the  government  of  the  Dutch  Weft  India  com- 
pany, during  their  pofleffion  of  this  place ;  and  were 
diftingui(hed  from  the  other  eight  by  being  ftiled  the 
Northern  Brafil ;  thofe  belonging  to  the  Portuguefe 
were  called  the  Southern. 

The  Dutch  captainftiips  extended  along  the  (ca-» 
coaft  from  north  to  fouth,  one  hundred  and  fixty  or 
one  hundred  and  eighty  leagues  *,  each  of  them  being 
divided  into  ieveral  fmaller  di(lri6ts,  called  by  the 
Portuguefe  Fregefias,  and  by  the  Dutch  Fregefien. 

The  captainfliip  of  Seregippe  del  Rey,  likewife 
called  Carigi  from  a  lake  of  that  name,  lies  in  the 
fouthern  part  of  Brafil,  upon  the  river  of  St*  Francis 
near  the  fea-coaft ;  in  extent  thirty-two  leagues,  and 
has  in  it  a  Fregefia  called  Porto  Calvo,  in  which 
there  is  a  village  named  Villa  de  Bon  Succeflb  de 
Porto  Calvo,  fituated  upon  a  rifing  ground,  near  four 
leagues  from  the  fea-lhore,  and  fortified  with  two 
forts  built  by  the  Dutch  :  the  village  contains  two 
ftreets,  and  is  fupplied  with  a  good  air  by  the  fca 
breezes  that  fan  it. 

This  captainfhip  was  fubjefted  to  the  Spaniards  or 
Portuguefe,  by  Chriflovan  Barros,  who  was  reward- 
ed for  his  fervice  with  a  confidcrable  tra£t  of  land, 
and  a  power  to  Jcttle  colonics  on  it  •,  many  perfons 
repaired  thither  from  the  Bay  of  All  Saints,  and 
ihortly  built  a  fmall  town,  which  was,  on  the  24th 
tof  December,   1637,  laid  waftc  by  the  Dutch. 

Parnambuko,  one  of  the  largeft  Dutch  captain- 
fiiips,  which  derives  its  name  from  the  hidden  rocks 
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2nd  Qielvcs  tliat  lurk  in  the  entrance  of  the  harboiir^ 
ilretches  above  fixty  leagues  along  the  fea-coaft,  and 
is  fubdivided  into  eleven  fmaller  diftrifts  -,  among 
which  thoie  called  Olinda  and  Garazu  are  the  prin- 
cipal. 

At  a  fmall  diftance  from  the  Receif  or  Maurice 
town,  on  the  north  fide,  lie  the  remjuns  of  that  once 
celebrated  city  Olinda;  from  whence  formerly  the 
whole  trade  from  Brafil  to  Europe  was  carried  on. 

This  city,  which  flood  upon  divers  hills  of  eafy 
afcent  toward  the  fea,  but  deep  and  craggy  toward 
the  land,  contained  two  thoufand  inhabitants,  be- 
fide  the  clergymen  and  (laves  ;  on  the  land  fide  it 
was  defended  by  feveral  baftions,  which,  from  the 
unevenncfs  of  the  ground  they  flood  upon,  were  not 
ftriftly  uniform ;  however,  their  fituation  gave  them 
additional  force. 

The  whole  diftrift  of  Pamambuko  is  well  flocked 
with  various  kinds  of  fruit  and  cattle ;  the  vallies 
afford  excellent  paflurage,  and  the  mountains  teem 
with  richer  minerals  than  are  to  be  found  in  any  other 
of  the  captainfliips. 

Garazu,  properly  ftiled  a  village,  lies  about  five 
leagues  from  Olinda,  upon  the  ftiore  oppofite  to  the 
lllc  of  Tamarika,  and  upon  a  river  of  the  fame  name ; 
it  was  formerly  inhabited  by  Portuguefe  mechanics, 
but  being  fubjcdcd  to  the  Dutch  in  1633,  feveral 
rich  families  of  that  people  fettled  there. 

1  he  Receif,  from  the  Latin  word  recipcre^  to  re- 
ceive, in  point  of  fituation,  is  the  llrongcft  place  in 
Hralil,  bdidc  that  it  has  the  advantage  of  feveral  con- 
tiguous fort.s  •,  but  to  give  as  clear  an  idea  as  poffible 
both  of  this  place  and  Maurice  Town,  it  will  be 
luccfliiry  to  obierve,  that  the  whole  coall  of  Brafil  is 
UoriliTcd  by  a  thick  and  flat  riJge  of  rocks,  which 
ill  fonie  places  is  twenty,  and  in  others  thirty  paces 
bmsul-,  Iiowcvcr,  there  arc  pafliiges  through  which 
*U|)s  approach  the  fliorc,  and  one  of  thefc  paiTages 
I  a  (luancr  of  a  mile  to  the  north  of  Receif. 
it  Between 
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Between  the  rocky  ridge  and  the  (hore,  there  is  a 
fmall  ifland  of  a  league  in  length,  and  two  hundred 
paces  in  breadth,  which  the  Dutch  call  the  Sandy 
Receif,  to  diftinguifh  it  from  the  other  named  the 
Stony  Receif.  On  the  extreme  point  of  the  Stony. 
Receif,  to  the  left  as  we  enter  the  harbour,  there  is 
a  large  ftrong  caftle,  well  fupplied  with  artillery; 
which,  from  tile  complicated  ftrength  of  art  and  na- 
ture, is  deemed  impregnable. 

To  the  foutli  of  the  Receif,  and  oppofire  to  it,  lies 
the  ifle  of  Anthony  Vaez,  a  title  derived  from  its 
original  poffeflbr  -,  which  in  circumference  meafures 
about  half  a  league  on  the  eaft  fide.  Count  Maurice 
laid  the  foundation  of  a  city,  which  he  honoured  with 
his  own  name  •,  and  the  decayed  churches  and  mona- 
fteries  of  dcferted  Olinda  furnilhed  materials  for  build- 
ing on  this  n)ore  favourite  fpot :  on  the  weft  fide  it 
is  environed  with  a  morafs,  on  the  eaft  bounded  by 
the  fea,  and  to  the  north  and  fouth  fecured  by  bul- 
warks. 

Maurice  town  was  defended  by  two  forts,  called 
Frederic  Henry,  and  fort  Erncftus. 

The  ifle  of  Anthony  Vaes  being  joined  to  the  con- 
tinent by  a  bridge ;  it  was  alfo  thought  neceflary  to 
conneft  the  Receif  to  thefaid  ifland  by  another  bridge, 
to  facilitate  the  carriage  of  fugar  chefts,  which  could 
not  be  tranfported  but  with  extreme  hazard,  except 
at  low  Avatcr.  The  necefllty  of  fuch  a  bridge  being 
admitted,  the  great  council  and  governor  count  Mau- 
rice, at  a  very  confiderable  expcnce,  effcfted  the  work 
in  about  two  months,  and  impofed  a  toll  on  all  paf- 
iengers  to  reimburfe  the  public  fund?. 

The  river  Kap.viribi,  fo  called  from  a  kind  of  fea 
hogs  often  found  in  it,  flcirts  Maurice  Town  ;  upon 
a  branch  of  this  river,  which  runs  into  one  called 
AfFogadoes,  ftand  two  forts,  named  Fort  William  and 
Fort  Baretta.  In  the  middle  of  the  ifland  count  Mau- 
rice ere<fled  for  himfelf  a  moft  magnificent  palace, 
that  coft  him,  as  is  reported,  fix  hundred  thoufand 
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:—.s.  !i:i:-?  'r.i5,  ctmzz  Mij:i«  hid  another  feat, 
.un:  .vr:r:vruii:a^zz^{j.rr.rr.sT{tiio:i,  at  the  foot 
.  .:=  rrusc  }vcr  tLic  river  Kapi-inbi,  which  the 
'  ::  ,;^^c:c  .iilcd  Hoa-Tiili,  i.  e.  Fair  Profpect.  Upon 
..I  rx^iuv  li'r':r!i  lo.'ivi  :v/o c:hcr  forts,  cr.e  the  Sand, 
..:..;!tr  3LC'n  ron .  ir.d  a  third,  called  Warden- 
,      .:::u:ub   rti-^cea  ztjC  continent  and  the  Sandy 


'^    :■ :  ::  :r!cr  :■£  Pirn-mbukoare  two  woods,  caU 

:..  :*•  Lie  .^'?iTj:z;'Jc:i  the  Great  and  Leflcr  Palmaira?, 

.i       i^i-:rcc  Vv'occs.     The  lelTer  Palmaira  is  inha- 

.-i.tu    ^;.  T^ai'^-vrs,   «!iadwdl  in  a  village  compofed 

...    :  ::rc   l: •:.:■:?*  eich  hilf  a  Iej.gue  in  length;  they 

L    :  v^-.v.  zixd:  c:'  ftriw  t\v;;lv\l  together,  and  pliin- 

:j:   .'.'.rj^.-cu'  of  their  ibvcs;  and  fuch  as  they 

:-.  .   "';i::  . 'c  c\-:tJc-ei"e  r^iSz  remain  in  flavery  till 

.       ■.  1  .  \:.':  i:Sr:rv  bv  ftcViIinc  c  ich  of  them  another 

...  ,      '■. .  ..>.:•  as  Yv>ij;uarl!y  K\i\\i  the  Ponuguefe  are 

lA  i.o.:      .!".  i -.T^v.iiute  freedom,  and  the  common 

ii'     cs;.-  ,:'  :h.i:  people.     Dates,  be.:ns,  meal,  bar- 

t.,      *,:.  si/.'s  tamr  fowl,  (which  are  very  plenty) 

M\\.    :-t    corp.'.V    th;.*ir   peniTal    fullcnance :    they 

Uvc  '.^o  ha.:u*.N  in  a  year,  aiter  each  of  which  they 

V ^'  i  wcvVs  r;iv>iwing:. 

!.i  :k  »LA-a:  rJmaira,  the  ma!n  bodv  of  inhabit 
Wi  L'*'  luirbcr  cij;ht  ihoufand;  befides  which,  there 
i^c  \vcral  unalUr  parties  of  one  hundred  or  fifty  each, 
*<  k'.viv.t  up  Ui'.d  down;  their  habitations  lie  ftrag- 
;^>.»^>; .  J^rv  fow  and  reap  in  the  woods,  and  retire  to 
^oc>,  '.  1  eaic  oi  r.ecefliiy.  Among  thele  people  it 
■x  .vuo.v!  V  to  count  their  numlxTs  every  night  j 
.»i  .;  \v^'..ch  mullcT,  if  none  are  wanting,  they  con- 
^Iv  ;  ihc  evening  with  dancing  and  beat  of  drum  : 
».'k^  iho  lend  ftivng  jurties  to  Ileal  or  force  flaves 
^\khv  r.u  l\>rtiM;ucl'e.  During  the  government  of  count 
\j.uMee^  i!i.l.'  people  wer^r  very  troublefome,  till 
Ik  KiU  M  l\Hiy  of  eleven  hundred  men  to  fupprefs 

The 


TO  brasil: 

The  captain(hip  of  Parnambuko  contains  fevoral 
other  fubdivifions,  which  have  nothing  worthy  of  par- 
ticular obfenration. 

To  the  north  of  Parnambuko  lies  the  diftridl  of 
Tamarika,  fo  called  from  an  ifland  of  that  name 
which  composes  the  chief  part  of  this  diftrid,  though 
it  extends  thirty-five  leagues  along  the  fea-coafi:  upon 
the  continent. 

The  ifland  of  Tamarika  lies  in  the  fea,  two  leagues 
north  of  Pomorello;  it  is  eight  leagues  in  length, 
and  near  (even  in  circumference;  tolerably  fertile, 
and  productive  of  cocoa-nuts,  cotton,  fugar,  reeds, 
melons,  Brafil-wood,  and  large  quantities  of  timber 
for  ihipping.  It  was  looked  upon  by  the  Dutch  as 
of  great  confequence,  and  was  prc^ofed  as  a  place  of 
tra^  to  the  Receif :  which  propofiition  was  rejeded 
for  feveral  reafons ;  fuch  as  its  being  lefs  convenient 
than  the  Receif  in  many  refpeds,  and  having  no  ad- 
vantage over  it  but  in  regard  of  frefh  water,  where- 
with this  ifland  abounds. 

There  were  fome  pieces  of  fortification  at  the  mouth 
of  the  harbour,  fuch  as  a  quadrangular  fort  called 
Orange,  and  a  hornwork ;  the  latter  much  decayed. 

In  the  ifland  there  was  a  fmall  town  near  a  morafs 
and  the  entrance  of  the  river.  The  town,  which  was 
xnoftly  inhabited  by  foldiers,  with  the  whole  ifland,^ 
was  taken  from  the  Portuguefc  by  general  Schoppe, 
who  commanded  the  Dutch,  and  called  from  hxm 
Schoppe's  Town.  Somewhat  higher  up  the  river  Ta- 
marika lies  an  ifland  called  Magioppe,  where  is  found 
abundance  of  mandihoka  roots. 

Between  Pomorello  and  Tamarika,  rolls  a  river 
from  the  continent,  called  Marafarinha  -,  and  half  a 
league  within  the  river  Tamarika  falls  another,  called 
Garraflbre  :  befide  thefe,  there  are  in  the  difl:ri6t  we 
now  view,  three  others,  difl:inguiftied  by  the  namfes 
of  Goyana,  Auyay,  and  Gramane.  Tnree  leagues 
within  the  river  Goyana,  ftands  a  town  of  the  iame 
name,  where  the  judicial  court  of  the  captainfliip  is 

B  4  held-. 
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held;  to  which  place  it  was  transferred  from  thp 
ifland  Tamarika. 

The  captainfliip  of  Parayba  borrows  its  name  from 
its  capital  city,  or  more  properly  from  a  river  fo  cal- 
led, on  which  the  city  ffcands.  This  is  deemed  one 
of  the  moft  northerly  diftrifts,  lying  about  five  leagues 
from  the  fea. 

The  captainfhip  of  Parayba  is  divided  and  watered 
by  two  large  rivers,  the  Parayba  and  Mongopoa,  or 
St.  Domingo.  Parayba  lies  under  the  fixth  deOTee 
twenty  four  minutes,  4bur  leagues  to  the  north  of 
Cabo  Blanco  -,  and  difcharges  itfelf  by  two  branches 
into  the  lea.  In  the  winter  tliis  river  frequently  over- 
flows the  adjacent  country,  at  fuch  times  often  dc- 
ftroying  men  and  cattle :  in  the  mouth  of  this  river 

•  are  three  confiderable  forts,  named  Gatarina,  St.  An- 
tonio, and  Reftinoa.  Two  leagues  farther  to  the 
north  there  is  a  large  and  commodious  bay,  where 
fhips  of  burden  may  be  fafcly  ftationed.  Which  the 
Portuguefe  call  Porto  Licena,  and  the  Dutch  the  Red 
Land,  from  the  colour  of  the  foil  hereabout,  j  Half 
a  league  farther  north  is  the  river  Mongopoa,  which 
has  the  peculiarity  of  being  wider  at  the  fource  than 
at  the  mouth  ;  before  which  latter  there  are  two  fand 
banks  :  and  at  Receif,  two  leagues  more  north,  there 
is  another  bay,  called  by  the  Portuguefe  Bahaia  de 
Treycano,  or  Treafon  :  feveral  more  there  are,  which 
being  immaterial  we  fhall  not  particularize. 

There  are  feven  villages  in  Parayba ;  the  principal 
of  which  is  called  Pinda  Una,  wherein  were,  in  the 
year  1634,  fifteen  hundred  inhabitants,  no  other  vil- 
lage containing  above  three  hundred  :  the  buildings 
arc  very  long,  with  many  fmall  doors. 

The  principal  commodities  of  Parayba  are  fugar, 
Brafil-wood,  tobacco,  hides,  cotton,  &c.  Near  the 
river  fide  a  low  plain  country  prefents  itfelf  to  view  ; 
however,  the  fight  is  relieved  by  gradual  and  agree- 
able rifings,    wliich  appear  at  a  moderate  diftance, 

•  and  fcrve  to  vary  the  profpeft. 

The 
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The  captainlhipof  Porcigi,  cdled  by  the  Portugucfc 
flio  Grande,  from  a  river  of  that  name ;  and  by  the 
Dutch,  North  Brafil  -,  borders  to  the  South  upon  Pa- 
rayba,  and  to  the  north  upon  Saira.  It  is  marked  out 
into  four  divifions,  called  after  four  rivers  which  run 
through  them,  viz.  Kunhoa,  Goyano,  Mumpobu, 
and  Potegy. 

The  river  Rio  Grande,  called  by  the  Brafilians  Po- 
tegy, lies  at  the  mouth  in  5°  42'  fouthern  latitude: 
it  empties  itlclf  four  leagues  above  the  Fort  Theulen, 
and  is  navigable  to  (hips  of  conflderable  burden. 

Siara,  one  of  the  mod  northerly  captainfhips,  is 
fituated  upon  a  river  of  the  fame  name,  bordering  to 
the  north  upon  Maranhoan  :  the  extent  of  this  dif- 
tridt  is  not  above  ten  or  twelve  leagues  :  the  river 
Siara  empties  itfelf  about  feven  leagues  and  a  half  to 
the  north  of  the  bay  Mangorypa,  under  three  de- 
grees and  forty  minutes  fouthern  latitude. 

The  inhabitants  of  this  captainfhip  are  of  large 
ftature  ;  their  features  difagreeable,  and  their  ears  fa 
large,  that  they  hang  down  on  thtir  (boulders.  Thfc 
produce  of  the  country  is  fugar,  reeds,  cryftal,  cot- 
ton, &c. 

Brafil  is  remarkably  fertile  in  every  natural  produc- 
tion that  can  flourifh  in  fuch  a  climate,  and  claims 
the  precedence  of  all  other  places  in  the  Weft  Indies^ 
for  convcniency  of  harbours  to  tranfport  fugars ;  the 
whole  coaft  being  full  of  fmall  rivers,  which  conduce 
greatly  to  the  carriage  of  fugars  at  a  light  expence. 
It  is  alio  happily  fituated  for  Eaft  India  Ihips  to  call 
at,  and  to  take  in  frefh  provifions  :  in  fliort,  its  great 
extent  and  vaft  commercial  advantages,  were  it  fuf- 
ficicntly  peopled,  mult  foon  render  it  a  flourilhing 
empire,  great  in  itfelf,  and  terrible  to  neighbouring 
nations. 

Being  fituated  between  the  equinoftial  line  and  the 
tropic  of  Capricorn,  this  country  is  fubjedl  to  violent 
hear,  which,  however,  is  fo  well  tempered  by  cafterly 
winds  oflT  the  fea,  that  the  climate  is  deemed  very 

\vholcfovt\i:\ 
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whblefamc  ^  putrid  fevers  ibmetimes  prevail,  and  are 
attributed  to  the  complicated  heat  snd  moifture  of  the 
air,  alfo  to  tiie  exccffive  ufe  of  raw  fruit 

There  is  a  peculiarity  in  the  winds  and  tides  on 
che  coaft  of  Brafil,  which  thofe  who  are  bound  thither 
ought  carefully  to  obfcrve.  From  February  to  Au- 
gult  the  ftream  runs  northerly,  during  which  time 
there  is  no  poOibilicy  of  failing  from  north  to  fouth : 
from  the  beginning  of  September  to  the  end  of  M^o- 
vember  the  ttream  reverfcs  its  courfe ;  confequently 
there  is  no  failing  from  fouth  to  north  :  the  wind  al- 
ways blows  wuh  the  ftream. 

The  inhabitants  of  Brafil,  properly  divided,  were 
formed  into  two  clafies,  viz.  free-born  fubjeAs,  and 
(laves ;  the  free  inhabitants  were  made  up  of  Dutch, 
Fortuguefe,  and  BrafiUans ;  of  thefe  the  Portuguefe 
were  much  the  moft  numerous,  and  the  richeft  :  the 
Dutch  merchants,  felling  their  goods  at  a  vaft  profit, 
would  no  doubt  have  acquired  large  fortunes,  had 
they  not  fold  upon  credit  to  the  Portuguefe,  who 
were  relblved  never  to  pay  them. 

Among  thofe  free  inhabitants  of  the  Dutch  Brafil, 
who  were  not  in  the  company's  fervice,  certain  Jew^ 
claimed  the  foremoft  place,  as  they  carried  on  a  more 
extenfivc  trade  than  any  other  fet  of  people  ;  info- 
mu^h  that  they  purchafed  feveral  fugar-mills,  and 
raiftd  ftately  edifices  for  their  own  habitations  in 
the  Receif :  thefe  people  would  no  doubt  have  been  a 
great  ftrengthening  to  Dutch  Brafil,  had  they  kept 
their  traffic  within  reafonable  bounds. 

The  flaves  were  partly  negroes,  and  partly  natives ; 
the  latter  being  either  prifoners  of  war  bought  in 
Maranhoan,  or  in  the  country  of  the  Tapoyers, 
where  the  cuftom  was  either  to  fell  the  captives  as 
flaves,  or  put  them  to  death  -,  all  other  Brafilians  en- 
joying under  the  Dutch  government  the  fweets  of 
perfect  liberty. 

In  the  time  of  NieuhofF  there  were  near  forty 
thoufand  negroes  employed  in  the  fugar-mills,  be- 
tween 
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twecD  Rio  Grande  and  St  Francifco,  mod  of  which 
were  brought  from  the  kingdoms  of  Congo,  Angola^ 
j^nd  Guinea:  they  had  a  black  (bining  fkin,  flat 
nofes,  thick  lips,  and  fhort  curled  hair,  thofe  being 
their  marks  ot  beauty.  The  price  of  thefe  negroes 
rofe  and  fell  according  to. the  circumftance  of  things  : 
when  trade  flourifhed,  one  of  them  would  fell  for 
fcventy,  eighty,  or  a  hundred  pieces  of  eight ;  fome* 
rimes  the  price  ftreiched  to  fourteen  or  fifteen  hundred 
gilders,  for  fuch  as  appeared  to  be  more  intelligent, 
and  more  capable  of  fervice  than  the  general  run : 
but,  when  trade  fell  into  decay,  forty  pieces  of  eight 
was  efteenied  a  conflderable  price. 

Thefe  negroes  are  very  dextrous  at  fwimming  and 
diving  5  the  latter  of  which  they  are  fo  amazingly  ex- 
pert at,  that  they  will  bring  up  a  piece  of  eight  from 
the  bottom  in  deep  water  :  they  are  alfo  good  filher- 
men,*and  earn  a  confiderable  deal  of  money  in  that 
way. 

The  natives  of  Brafil  were  divided  into  four  feveral 
nations;  three  of  which  fpoke  the  fame  language, 
diiFcring  only  in  dialeft  :  but  the  fourth,  named  the 
Tapoyers,  were  fubdivided  into  feveral  diftrifts,  all 
which  differed  both  in  language  and  manners. 

Thofe  Brafilians  who  refided  among  the  Dutch  and 
Portuguefe,  were  middle-fized,  of  a  ftrong  robuft 
make,  with  black  eyes,  wide  mouths,  black  curled 
hair,  and  flat  nofes  -,  which  latter  circumftance  is  here 
deemed  fo  great  a  beauty,  that  parents  fquteze  their 
childrens  nofes  flat  while  they  are  young.  They  paint 
their  bodies  with  various  colours.  Their  women  are 
likewife  of  a  middle  ftature,  well-proportioned,  and 
not  ill-featured  j  they  have  black  hair,  but  are  not 
born  black  •,  however,  the  cxceffive  heat  of  the  fun 
gives  them  a  tawny  ccjour.  The  Brafilians  arrive 
early  at  maturity,  and  live  to  great  ages  •,  which  muft 
be  in  Ibme  meafure  owing  to  the  climate,  as  feveral 
Europeans  who  dwell  there  live  to  an  hundred  or  an 
hundred  an4  twenty  years.     There  are  very  few  crip- 
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pics  or  deformed  people  to  be  met  with  among  the 
Brafilians;  a  circumftance  which  can  only  be  accoun- 
ted forj  from  their  never  fwathing  any  part  of  their 
children  but  the  feet. 

Before  the  Dutch  got  footing  in  Brafil,  the  natives 
were  abfolutely  cntlavcd  by  the  Portuguefe,  who  look- 
ed upon  the  extirpation  of  them  as  a  mafter-piece  of 
policy  V  a  defign  rhcy  put  fo  efFeftually  in  execution, 
that  the  captainftiip  of  Rio  Grande,  which  in  the  year 
1545,  could  have  turned  out  one  hundred  thoufand 
fighting  men,  in  1645  could  hardly  produce  more 
than  tlu*ee  hundred.  The  cruelty  of  thefe  tafk-maf- 
ters  occalioned  mortal  hatred  between  the  Portuguefe 
and  them  •,  though  it  is  to  be  obferved,  that  this  ex- 
traordinary decreafe  of  the  latter  was  in  part  owing  to 
war,  and  fome  epidemical  diftempers  that  broke  out 
among  them.  I'he  fmall  remainder  of  them  live  in 
villages  afligncd  them,  where  they  had  their  planta- 
tions \  their  dwelling  places  being  made  of  wood- 
work, covered  with  palm-tiree  leaves.  The  Brafilians 
in  general  had  among  them  a  great  fpirit  of  liberty, 
cfpecially  the  Tapoyers :  they  live  among  each  other 
in  tolerable  harmony,  except  when  drunkennefe,  their 
chief  vice,  occafions  fome  irregularities.  They  are 
very  fond  of  dancing,  natufally  very  indolent,  and 
will  fleep  twenty-four  hours  together  ;  nor  would  they 
ftir  then,  if  different  calls  of  nature  did  not  roufe 
them.  They  keep  fires  in  their  huts  night  and  day  ; 
by  day  to  prepare  their  viftuals,  and  by  night  to  fend 
otF  the  cold  air,  which  is  keener  among  them  than 
in  moft  parts  of  Europe  •,  becaufe  the  days  and  nights 
are  here  of  an  equal  length,  almoft  through  the  whok 
year. 

The  inland  Brafilians  of  both  fexes  go  quite  na- 
ked ;  but  nearer  the  fea  fhore  they  wear  different 
forts  of  covering  :  fome  wear  only  (hirts  of  linen  or 
callico ;  others,  being  more  polite,  chufe  to  drefs  in 
the  European  manner.  Tlie  wives  always  follow 
cheir  hufband,  even  to  war  :  the  man  carries  nothing 

but 
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but  his  arms,  the  woman  fupplying  the  place  of  a 
fumpter-horfe ;  for  fhe  carries  not  only  provifions, 
but  luch  furniture  as  is  judged  neceflary  5  a  child,  or 
children  ;  alfo  a  parrot  or  an  ape  in  one  hand,  and  a 
dog  with  a  firing  in  the  other.  The  hedges  or  open 
fields  are  their  only  places  of  accommodation,  and 
friendly  ftreams  their  only  fupply  of  drink,  except 
what  they  gpt  fometimes  in  the  hollow  of  a  tree,  cal- 
led karrageata.  Toward  night  they  always  hang 
their  hammocks  on  trees,  or  elfe  fallen  them  to  poles, 
and  make  a  fort  of  defence  from  the  rain,  with  palm- 
tree  leaves.  When  at  home,  the  huflband  generally 
goes  abroad  in  the  morning  with  his  bow  and  arrows 
to  kill  fome  birds  or  beads,  or  goes  to  fi(h,  while 
the  wife  either  employs  her  time  in  working  at  the 
plantation,  or  attends  her  hufband  to  carry  what  gapfic 
he  may  kill.  The  wild  beafts  are  caught  and  killed 
in  various  manners,  fome  by  arrows,  others  by  pit- 
falls, and  other  devices. 

The  Brafilians  are  not  much  burdened  with  furni- 
ture i  their  hammocks  are  the  chief  part  of  it  -,  thefe 
are  made  of  cotton,  like  net- work,  fix  or  fevcn  feet 
long,  and  four  broad  :  the  Tapoycrs  make  their  ham- 
mocks twelve  or  fourteen  feet  long,  fo  as  to  contain 
four  or  fix  perfons  :  their  cans,  cups  and  mugs  are 
made  of  calabafhes,  one  of  which  holds  thirty  or 
thirty- five  quarts,  but  they  generally  divide  them. 
The  poorer  fort  make  ftones  in  the  (hape  of  knives  j 
but  the  better  fort  purchafe  knives  from  the  Euro- 
peans. 

The  arms  of  the  Brafilians  were  only  bows,  arrows, 
and  clubs  :  their  bows  are  made  of  a  very  hard  wood, 
called  v^rapariba ;  the  ftrings  are  made  of  twifted 
cotton,  and  their  darts  are  made  of  wild  cane,  with 
their  points  hardened,  or  armed  v.ith  fifli-teeth,  cal- 
led jacro  :  fome  have  feveral  points,  others  but  one. 

They  reckon  up  their  age  by  laying  by  a  chelnut 
for  every  year  •,  and  they  begin  the  computation  of 
their  years  with  the  rife  of  a  certain  ilar  called  Takii, 

or 
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or  the  Rain  Star,  which  appears  in  the  month  of 
May:  they  alfo  call  the  year  by  the  fame  name« 
Some  of  the  inland  Br^ilians  fcarce  know  any  thing 
of  rrligion :  they  have  a  flight  knowlege  of  the  ge- 
neral deluge,  and  believe  that  the  whole  race  of  man- 
kind were  extirpated  thereby,  except  one  man  and 
his  (ifter ;  which  latter  was  pregnant  before  the  de- 
luge, and  thefe  by  degrees  repcopled  the  world.  That 
they  have  no  notion  of  a  God  is  evinced  by  their  not 
having  any  term  for  fuch  a  being,  unlefs  the  word 
Tuba,  which  (ignifies  fomewhat  mod  excellent.  The 
thunder  they  ftilc  Tubakununga,  which  may  be  in- 
terpreted, a  noifc  made  by  the  Supreme  Excellency. 
They  arc  unacquainted  with  any  particular  ftate  of 
futurity,  but  haye  a  tradition  among  them  that  the 
fouls  do  not  die  with  the  bodies,  but  are  tranOated 
to  pkafant  regions  and  vales,  placed,  as  they  fay, 
behind  mountains  •,  where  they  are  to  enjoy  great 
pleafure,  as  dancing,  finging,  &c.  This  ftate  of  fe- 
licity is  however  confined  to  fuch  brave  tncn  and  wo- 
men as  have,  during  their  lives,  done  meritorious 
actions ;  fuch  as  killing  and  devouring  many  of  their 
enemies  :  but  fuch  as  have  been  idle,  are  fuppoied  to 
be  tortured  by  devils,  whom  they  diftinguim  by  va- 
rious names. 

Though  fo  ignorant  of  any  form  of  religion,  or 
particular  objc6t  of  worfhip,  they  have  perfons  amon^ 
them  whom  they  call  paye,  or  priefts  -,  who  are  ufed 
as  prophetic  inftru^tors,  and  carefully  confulted  in  all 
marerial  tranfaftions,  clpecially  thofe  of  war.  They 
are  fo  afraid  of  fpirits,  to  which  they  give  many  dif- 
ferent names  that  fome  have  been  killed  by  the  (hock 
of  an  imaginary  apparition :  however,  they  do  not 
pay  any  devotion  to  the  fuppofed  fpirits,  except  now 
and  the  n  that  particular  perfons  pretend  to  appeafc 
their  wrath  by  certain  prefents  faftened  to  ftakes  fet 
in  the  ground  for  that  purpofe. 

Thole  Brafilians  who  lived  among  the  Dutch  and 

Portuguefe,  did  in  fome  meafure  follow  the  dilates 
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qH  Chriftianity,  but  fcldom  (hewed  any  zeal  for  them, 
vnleis  luch  as  were  inftru6bed  in  their  tender  years  : 
fome  Dutch  minifters  and  Portuguefe  priefts  were 
tolerably  fuccefsfel  in  making  convert,  and  fcveral 
of  the  na.ivcs  were  brought  to  read  and  write  by  the 
Ducch  fchoolmafteri. 

Many  cfifljempers  common  in  Europe  are  entirely 
unknown  in  Bra(ii :  fuch  as  are  natural  to  ^heir  cii« 
mate,  and  arife  from  their  manner  of  hving,  they 
cure  with  fimp)e  mv^dicines  ;  hokiins;  all  compounds 
in  utter  conteaipt :  tnvy  take  great  pains  to  cure  fick- 
nefe ;  but  if,  after  a  certwn  procefs,  the  patient  con* 
tinues  HI)  he  is  to  be  knocked  on  the  head :  for  they 
deem  it  better  to  die  at  once,  than  linger  in  pain  to 
the  laft  galp  of  natural  decay. 

Brafilian  women  are  vaftly  fruitful,  and  have  very 
eafy  labours,  in  fo  much,  that  a  woman,  immedi- 
ately after  delivery,  goes  to  the  next  river  and  there 
puniies  herfclf ;  while  the  hufband  goes  to  bed,  and, 
for  the  firft  twenty-four  hours,  is  nurfcd  with  all  the 
care  and  ceremony  ufed  with  a  lying-in  woman  among 
Europeans.  Mothers  lament  the  death  of  their  chiU 
dren  in  exceffive  howling  for  three  or  four  days  ;  and 
when  friends  have  been  long  parted,  they  meet  with 
open  arms,  tears,  and  all  poffible  marks  of  affcdion. 
The  Brafilians,  though  faid  to  be  hereditary  men- 
eaters>  yet  by  mingling  with  the  Dutch  and  Portu- 
guefe, riicy  have  for  the  moft  part  laid  afide  that 
barbarity  -,  becoming  as  affable  and  humane  as  fomc 
European  nations. 

The  Tapoyers  are  of  much  larger  ftature,  and 
greater  ftrength  of  body  than  the  other  Brafilians : 
they  are  of  a  dark  brown  colour,  with  bl.ick  hair, 
which  hangs  down  over  their  fhoulders,  being  only 
Ihaved  on  the  forehead  parallel  to  the  ears :  the  rell 
of  their  bodies  they  keep  clear  of  hair,  even  their 
eye-brows  being  plucked.  1  heir  kings  and  chiefs 
arc  diftinguiflied  from  the  vulgar  by  their  hair  and 
quality  \  they  are  great  admirers  of  long  nails. 
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Royalty  is  diftinguiihed  by  hair  cut  into  the  forfti 
of  a  crown>  and  long  thumb-nails^  which  latter  is  an 
ornament  entirely  appropriated  to  kings  ;  .the  princes 
of  the  blood  and  grandees  being  allowed  long  nails 
on  their  fingers,  but  none  on  their  thumbs. 

Thcfe  people  having  great  ftrcngth  and  agility^ 
prince  Maurice  ordered  two  of  them  to  attack  a  wild 
bull,  which  they  did  accordingly ;  and,  after  having 
gauled  him  a  good  deal  with  arrows,  one  of  them 
leaping  on  his  back,  feized  him  by  the  horns,  and 
threw  him  down;  upon  which,  beiig  feconded  by 
his  comrade,  the  beait  was  killed.  They  then  roaft- 
ed  him  under  ground,  with  a  fire  above  him,  as  their 
cuilom  is^  and  then  feafted  not  only  themfelves,  bur 
feveral  other  Tapoyers,  who  were  prefent  at  the  com- 
bat as  fpeftators. 

The  Tapoyers  of  both  fexes,  and  all  ranks  from 
the  king  to  the  peafant,  go  quite  naked  to  the  loins, 
which  they  very  carefully  conceal.  The  men  wear  a 
kind  of  ornament  on  their  heads,  made  of  the  fea- 
thers of  a  bird  called  guara,  from  which  fome  long 
tail  feathers  of  the  bird  arara  hang  down  on  their 
Ihoulders  behind :  fometimes  they  only  tie  a  ftring 
of  cotton  round  their  heads,  in  which  they  (lick 
party-coloured  feathers.  They  have  alfo  cloaks  made 
of  cotton  thread,  framed  like  a  net,  and  ornamented 
with  feathers  of  different  birds  and  colours,  which 
lie  together  almoft  like  fifh  fcales :  on  the  infide.of 
thefe  cloaks,  there  is  a  kind  of  cap  or  hood  to  cover 
the  head  •,  fo  that  all  together,  they  cloath  the  wearer 
almoft  from  the  knees  upward  :  but  thefe  may  pro- 
perly be  called  holiday  fuits  ;  though  fometimes  they 
wear  them  to  fend  off  rain,  which  purpofe  they  an- 
fwer  tolerably  well. 

They  have  holes  in  their  ears,  lips,  and  cheeks, 
from  which  are  hung  pieces  of  wood,  or  certain  or- 
namental ftones :  their  bodies  are  painted  all  over 
with  brown  coloured  juice,  fqueezed  from  the  apple 
janipapa  •,  bcfidc  which,  with  maftic  or  wild  honey, 
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flicjr  ftifck  feathers  of  all  colours  upon  their  bodies ; 
fo  that  at  fome  diftance,  they  refcmble  large  birds  : 
they  wear  roUnd  their  legs  alfo  ceftaia  bracelets  made 
of  the  fruit  of  aguay,  and  fhoes  made  of  the  bark 
kuragua.  The  Tapoyers  are  not  eftcemed  fo  good 
ibldiers  as  the  other  Brafiiians,  as^  in  the  time  of  dan- 
ger, they  afe  much  more  inclined  to  exert  agility 
than  ftrength ;  and  indeed  they  ^run  with  fuch  afto- 
ni/hing  fwiftnefs,  that  'tis  hard  *to  overtake  them ; 
yet  they  are  peculiarly  indolent,  for  rather  than  take 
any  trouble  of  cultivation,  they  live  upon  the  wild 
products  of  nature.  They  have  been  reported  to 
eat  human  flefh  *,  and,  that  if  a  woman  mifcarries, 
fhe  immediately  eats  the  child,  alle^ng  it  cannot 
have  a  better  grave  than  the  belly  from  whence  if 
came  -^  but  thefc  tales  are  greatly  to  be  doubted. 

The  Tapoyers,  like  the  Arabians,  lead  a  vagrant 
life  ;  with  this  difference,  that  they  keep  within  par- 
ticular bounds,  changing  their  habitations  according 
to  the  different  feafons  of  the  year:  they  are  great 
fportfmen,  and  ufe  their  arrows  fo  expertly  as  to 
bring  down  birds  flying  whenever  they  pleafe. 

When  a  woman  has  conceived,  Ihe  abftains  from 
her  hufband  till  after  her  delivery  •,  nor  is  it  ufual  to 
cohabit  while  fhe  gives  fuck.  If  a  married  woman  is 
known  to  have  unlawful  commerce  with  another 
man,  her  hufband  may  turn  her  away  •,  but  if  he 
catches  them  in  the  aft  of  adultery  he  may  kill  them 
both. 

In  Brafil,  there  is  a  kind  of  batts,  the  fize  of  a 
crow,  which  are  very  fierce  and  bite  violently,  with 
very  fharp  teeth ;  they  build  in  hollow  trees  and  old 
walls. 

Brafil  produces  many  forts  of  wild  fowl,  which 
vary  but  little  from  thole  in  Europe,  one  fmall  bird 
excepted,  namely  the  humming  bird  ;  which,  though 
but  as  big  as  one  joint  of  a  finger,  makes  a  very  loud 
noife,  and  has  feathers  of  fo  variable  a  hue,  that  turn 
the  bird  which  way  you  please,  it  (hews  of  a  different 
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colour :  wherefore  the  Brafilian  women  make  one  at 
each  ear  fupply  the  place  of  pendants. 

The  riven  and  lakes^  as  well  as  the  iea-coaft  of 
Braiil,  arc  extremely  well  docked  with  variety  of  fi(h  : 
there  are  alio  in  this  counoy  feveral. forts  of  ferpents, 
among  the  nmuber  of  which  we  find  one  called  gek- 
ko,  from  its  conftaat  cry :  the  fting  of  this  creature 
proves  mortal,  unlets  the  part  wounded  is  cut  away, 
or  burned  with  a  red  hot  iron.  The  blood  is  of  fo 
poiibnous  a  nature,  that  the  Javanefe,  for  gekkos 
are  plenty  in  the  ifle  of  Java,  dip  their  arrows  in  it 
to  render  them  more  mortal ;  and  frequently  tie  one 
of  thefe  animals  by  a  firing  to  the  ceiling,  that,  by 
irritation,  they  may  caufe  it  to  vomit  forth  a  yellowifh 
liquor,  which  they  catch  in  pots,  and  then  coagulate 
in  the  fun.  The  poifonous  quality  of  this  creature 
is  particularly  evinced  by  the  dreadful  efie£b  from  an 
outward  applicanon  of  its  urine,  which,  upon  touch- 
ing the  Ikin,  caufes  a  blacknefs  and  a  gangrene  :  the 
curcuma-txx)t,  which  we  call  turmeric,  is  deemed  by 
the  Brafilians  the  moft  powerful  remedy  for  this  poi- 
fon. 

The  rattle-fnakc,  fo  named  from  a  noHe  which  its 
tail  makes,  moves  with  fwifmefs  almoft  equal  to 
flight :  the  middle  of  its  body  is  about  the  thicknefs 
of  a  man's  arm  at  the  elbow,  and  tapers  both  to- 
wards the  head  and  tail :  it  is  of  a  very  poifonous  na- 
ture ;  however,  as  it  may  be  heard  at  a  confiderable 
uiiian-e,  there  is  no  great  danger.  The  chief  reme- 
dy ufed  by  the  Brafilians  againft  the  venom  of  this 
aiKi  moll  other  ferpents,  is  a  plaifler  made  from 
fcrpent$  heads  bruifcd  and  mixed  with  fafting 
1]:  it  tie. 

The  guaku  or  liboya  is  a  ferpent  of  monflrous  fize, 
fomtr  of  them  being  eighteen,  twenty-four,  nay  thirty 
ftvt  K^nc:,  and  about  the  thicknefs  of  a  man:  by  the 
Portup^ucre  it  is  called  the  roe-buck  ferpent,  becaufe 
thry  tVequently  Iwallow  deer  of  that  kind,  or  indeed 
or*  any  other  that  come  in  their  way  5  it  is  not  fo  ve- 
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nomous  as  other  ferpents,  and  the  flefh  is  by  fome 
deemed  eatable :  it  is  a  very  voracious  ferpent,  and 
will  leap  out  of  the  hedges  upon  men  or  beafts.  Be- 
fide  thofe  which  we  have  already  mentioned,  thire 
are  many  other  kinds  of  feipents  moftly  venomous, 
and  differing  only  in  point  of  fize  or  colour. 

The  fenembi,  or  land  crocodile,  is  a  creature  fre^^ 
quently  met  in  Brafil,  feldom  exceeding  five  feet  in 
length ;  it  can  live  two  or  three  months  without  food, 
and  affords  flefh  as  eatable  and  as  white  as  a  rabbit :  in 
its  head  are  faid  to  be  found  certain  ftones,  which, 
given  by  two  drams  at  a  time,  prove  an  infallible 
remedy  for  the  gravel. 

There  are  lizards  and  fcorpions  in  Brafil,  the  for- 
mer of  which  are  fomctimes  four  feet  in  length ; 
thefe,  the  negroes  eat  with  fafety,  though  when  aliye 
their  fting  is  venomous ;  as  is  alfo  that  of  the  fcor- 
pions,  which  in  this  country  grow  to  a  very  large  fize. 
There  are  many  forts  of  pifmires  here,  for  the 
molt  part  of  a  very  different  nature  and  conftrufliion 
from  thofe  in  Europe,  being  vaflly  larger  and-  more 
deflruftive  to  the  fruits  of  the  earth. 

Brafil  produces  plenty  of  wild  bcafls,  among  the 
refl  leopards  and  tygcrs  j  the  latter  extremely  fierce, 
in  fo  much  that  they  frequently  devour  men  as  well 
as  beafts  :  there  is  alfo  another  favage  creature,  called 
Jack  over  Sea,  amazingly  nimble,  and  peculiarly  fu- 
rious, tearing,  without  diftindion,  every  thing  weaker 
than  itfelf,  to  pieces.  • 

Having  thus  had  a  general  view  of  Brafil,  we  fhall 
return  to  Mr.  Nieuhoff,  who  on  July  the  23d,  1649, 
embarked  on  board  the  Union,  captain  Albert  Jantz, 
for  Holland,  and  reached,  without  any  material  in- 
tervening occurrence,  the  iOand  of  Corfu,  which  is 
one  of  the  nine  iflands  called  by  the  Dutch,  Flem- 
ming  Iflands,  now  called  the  Azores. 

From  the  ifle  Corfu,  Mr.  Nieuhoff  proceeded  for- 
ward on  his  voyage,  and  reached  Fluflingcn  fafcly, 
September  the  19th,  where  he  pafled  five  days  of  re- 
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freflimcnt,  and  then  continued  his  journey  to  his  na- 
tive country,  where  he  had,  to  rccompence  the  dan- 
gers and  fatigues  of  his  voyage  to  Brafil,  the  unfpeak- 
able  comfort  of  meeting  his  parents  and  many  friends 
in  good  health. 


SINCE  the  expulfion  of  the  Dutch  from  Brafil, 
which  happened  in  the  time  of  Mr.  NieuhofF,  and 
where  their  irruptions  had  given  the  Portuguefe  great 
trouble  -,  they  have  remained  in  quiet  pofleflion  of  all 
this  vaft  country  •,  which  is  the  reafoa  that  it  is  very 
difficult,  if  not  impoflible,  to  give  any  diftindt  ac- 
count of  what  has  pafled  there  fince  that  time :  for 
the  Portuguefe  are,  in  the  firft  place,  not  much  ad- 
difted  to  writing;  and  in  the  next,  they  are  not 
willing  that  the  world  fhould  be  acquainted,  far- 
ther than  they  muft  be  from  fafts,  with  the  ftate 
of  their  colonies  in  Brafil.  It  is  for  this  reafbn, 
that  they  fufFcr  no  fliips  to  trade  thither  but  their 
own  -,  a  point  in  which  they  are  extremely  precife, 
infomuch  that  they  have  made  it  a  kind  of  capital 
maxim  in  their  policy.  But  neverthclefs,  Englilh  in- 
terlopers, and  now  and  then  French  and  Dutch,  fell 
their  cargoes  in  Brazil,  efpecially  in  time  of  war ;  and 
in  time  of  peace,  when  there  is  not  an  opportunity 
of  carrying  on  a  clandeftine  trade  in  this  manner, 
they  find  out  another,  which  is,  fending  thither 
goods,  under  the  nafne  of  fome  Portuguefe  mer- 
chant, in  the  very  fame  manner  that  the  goods  are 
fent  to  the  Spanilh  colonies,  under  the  name  of  Spa- 
nifli  merchants. 

In  both  cafes  they  are  no  more  than  brokers  ;  but, 
to  their  immortal  credit,  the  faireft  and  the  mofl:  ho- 
nourable in  the  world  ;  for  they  are  never  known  to 
break  their  faith,  or  injure  thofe  who  truft  them.  As 
to  the  trade  which  the  Portuguefe  then^ielves  carry  on 
to  this  colony  of  theirs,  it  has  for  thefe  laft  hundred 
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years  been  fo  great,  that  it  is  thought  to  have  been 
the  principal  caufe  why  they  have  flighted  that  of  the 
Indies,  though  formerly  it  confifted  principally  in 
fugar,  tobacco,  Brafil  wood,  and  other  commodities 
of  great  value ;  yet  within  thefe  laft  forty  years  they 
have  received  from  thence  commodities  of  ftill  greater 
value,  fuch  as  diamonds  and  gold ;  and  of  this  pre- 
cious metal  we  have  been  thought  to  have  a  large 
Ibare. 

All  the  trade  of  the  five  northern  captainfhips  of 
Brazil,  viz.  Paria,  Maragnan,  Siara,  Rio  Grande, 
and  Paraiba,  is  carried  on  in  the  laft-mcntioned  port, 
which  lies  on  a  river  of  the  fame  name,  at  the  dif- 
tance  of  about  five  leagues  from  the  fea  •,  it  is  a  fair 
and  populous  town  for  that  country ;  and  there  are 
annually  about  feven  or  eight  fliips  fcnt  hither  from 
Li/bon  and  Oporto,  of  the  burden  of  two  hundred 
and  fifty  tons  each.  Their  lading  confifts  chiefly  in 
fugar,  of  which  they  make  more  in  thefe  northern 
captainfhips,  than  in  the  fouth  -,  efpecially  fince  the 
difcovery  of  the  gold  mines,  which  has  made  the  in- 
habitants of  thofe  parts  of  the  country  negligent. 
Theie  was  a  time  when  the  trade  of  Brafil,  in  this 
commodity,  was  fupcrior  to  any  in  the  world ;  for 
the  fugar  of  Brafil  was  the  firft  that  was  known  in 
Europe  ;  and  the  Portuguefe  are  faid  to  have  fct  up 
Cheir  works  in  this  country,  about  the  year  1 580.  Their 
being  fo  long  in  poflfefllon  of  thiscountry,  has  made  them 
more  careful  and  exaft  in  it,  than  any  other  nation  5 
fo  that  even  now  the  clayed  fugars  from  Brafil,  are 
whiter  and  finer  than  ours  •,  and  yet  the  method  they 
uke  of  doing  this,  is  neither  a  fecret,  nor  difficult  to 
be  attained. 

When  their  fugar  is  put  into  their  pots,  and,  by 
the  draining  out  of  the  moloflfes,  they  are  Tunk  two 
or  three  inches  below  the  brim  •,  they  fcrape  ofi^  that 
thin  hard  crull  that  is  found  on  the  top  or  the  fugar ; 
and  then  they  pour  in  their  mixture  for  refining  it : 
it  is  nothing  more  than  a  fine  foft  clay,  beat  and  mix- 
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cd  with  water,  till  of  the  confiftenqr  of  cream,  with 
which  they  fill  up  the  pan.  The  white  water  in  ten 
or  twelve  days  pafies  quite  through,  and  whitens  the 
fugar  as  it  pafTes  ;  the  thick  body  of  the  clay  lodges 
on  the  top  of  the  fugar,  and  is  eafily  taken  off  with 
a  knife.  Befide  fugar  in  this  ftate,  they  bring  likewife 
dying*woods,  feveral  forts  of  drugs,  and  other  valu* 
able  commodities  from  Faraiba ;  which,  however,  is 
the  lead  frequented  port  in  BraziL  Though  it  is  gene- 
rally allowed  that  thefe  northern  captainihips  are  the 
beft  peopled  •,  and  that  the  inhabitants  are  very  cafy 
in  their  circumftances,  though  there  have  not  as  yet 
b^en  any  mines  found,  or  at  leaft  wrought,  in  thefe 
parts. 

Tamarca,  which  lies  next  to  Paraiba  and  the  cap- 
tainfliip  of  Fernambuca,  carry  on  their  trade  from 
the  city  of  Olinda.  It  is  feated  on  a  hill  not  far  from 
the  fea  •,  and  this  fituation  renders  the  ftreets  very 
uneven  and  incommodious.  The  port  too  is  but  nar- 
row, and  the  entrance  exceeding  difficult ;  yet 
there  is  a  confiderable  refort  thither  of  (hips'  from 
the  other  parts  of  Brafil,  and  from  the  Canaries  ;  and 
the  annual  fleet  from  Lilbon  confifts  generally  o£ 
about  thirty  fail,  efcorted  by  a  man  of  war.  Thefo 
merchantmen  are  generally  about  the  fame  fizc  with 
thofe  fent  to  Paraiba,  and  their  cargoes  are  compofed 
chiefly  of  Brafil-wood  j  which  laft  is  fuppofcd  to  bq 
the  beft  of  its  kind  in  the  world  :  and  therefore  we 
fhall  fpeak  of  it  ibmewhat  more  particularly. 

There  are  different  forts  of  this  wood  known  in 
comincrcc  ;  fuch  as  Brafil  of  Japan,  Brafil  of  La- 
mon,  Brafil  of  St.  Martha,  and  Brafiletto  from  Ja- 
maica and  the  Leeward  Iflands:  but  the  very  beft 
comes  from  this  country,  and  the  beft  in  this  coun- 
try from  Fernambuca.  The  Brafil-tree  grows  gene- 
rally in  dry  b;i»ren  places,  and  amongft  rocks;  it  is 
very  thick  and  large,  and  the  timber  ufually  crooked 
and  knotty  -,  the  flowers  it  bears  are  of  a  moft  beau- 
dful  bright  red,  have  a  very  fragrant  fmell,  and,  in- 
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ftcad  of  hurting,  as  moft  perfumes  do,  they  cherifli 
and  ftrengthen  the  brain:  though  the  tree  is  very 
large,  it  is  covered  with  fo  thick  a  bark,  that  when 
the  Brafilians  have  taken  it  off,  a  tree  a^  big  as  a 
man's  body  is  left  no  thicker  than  the  calf  of  his  leg! 
The  wood  is  very  heavy,  dry,  and  hard ;  it  crackles 
much  in  the  fire,  and  fcarce  raifes  any  fmoak  when 
it  is  burning,  becaufc  it  has  fo  little  moifturc ;  there 
is  no  pith  in  it,  except  what  comes  from  Japan ; 
and  therefore  it  may  be  doubted  whether  this  be  real- 
ly the  fame  kind  of  wood  or  not. 

That  is  held  to  be  the  bed  that  is  thickeft,  foundeft, 
hardeft,  and  without  any  bark  flicking  on  it :  if  \ 
ought  likewife  upon  fplitting  to  turn  from  a*pale  to 
a  deep  red  •,  and  laftly,  upon  chewing  the  chips  of  it, 
the  bcft  fort  yields  a  fweet  fugary  flavour.  This  wood 
is  put  to  various  ufes  by  the  turners,  and  takes  a  very 
good  polifli ;  but  It  is  principally  employed  in  dying, 
in  which  it  yields  a  very  fine  bright  red.  It  is  from 
the  Brafil-wood  that  one  kind  or  carmine  is  made, 
by  beating  it  in  a  mortar  with  leaf-gold,  and  fteep- 
ing  it  in  white-wine  vinegar,  and  afterwards  boiling 
it  •,  when  it  yields  a  thick  fcum,  which,  carefully 
taken  off  and  dried,  becomes,  when  reduced  to  a 
powder,  carmine  •,  but  very  far  inferior  to  what  is 
made  by  another  method,  from  cochineal. 

The  bay  Bahia,  as  the  Portuguefe  call  it,  or  bay 
of  All  Saints,  is  about  twelve  leagues  over,  but  in 
fcveral  places  is  fcarce  navigable,  on  account  of  fand 
banks  and  (holes  :  there  are  m  it  feveral  fmall  illands, 
on  which  the  Portuguefe  have  tobacco  and  fugar  plan- 
tations -,  and  they  have  likewife  very  good  fiflieries 
on  the  coaft  of  thefe  iflands,  and  on  the  banks. 
There  is  an  account  of  a  modern  voyage  to  Brafil 
by  a  F'rench  gentleman,  in  the  year  1717,  which  is 
very  curious,  and  from  which  the  reader  may  learn 
fome  entertaining  particulars,  not  to  be  met  with  any 
where  elfe,  or  at  leaft  not  in  our  language. 

C  4  t'  There 
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ji  place  in  the  world,  fays  our  ano- 
..^v .  ^  China  only  excepted,  where  there 
,  .    rouble  to  get  on  fhore,  or  to  know 
..  .%.^*n  one  is  on  (hore,  as  in  Brafil.    We 
.  i:s  bay  on  the  1 6th  of  November;  an^ 
..  ^^^rc  within  a  league  of  the  city  of  St.  Sal- 
.   .  ^%s-  were  reftraincd  from  proceeding  any  far- 
.  .  ,^^   .1  gun  fired  frdm  a  little  fort ;  upon  which 
,  .  ..n^*  lo  an  anchor,  and  fcnt  our  fupercai^o  a(hore 
. ...  Im.k.     He  was  condiiifled  to  an  audience  of 
.  \ iL troy,  who  received  him  with  great  ftate ;  and 
X.,  with  much  civility.     He  told  his  excellency  that 
>..  caruc  in  behalf  ot  fome  French  fhips  homeward 
b.viiml  iVom  the  Eaft  Indies,  that  were  in  many  re- 
tjKt'ts  greatly  diftreflcd,  and  had  no  hope  of  perform-: 
iDij;  ihvir  voyage,  but  from  his  afifording  them  pro- 
tection and  relief. 

*'  The  viceroy  continued  for  fome  minutes  filenr, 
and  then  gave  him  his  anfwer  to  this  effect :  That  he 
was  very  forry  for  their  misfortune*,  becaufe  his  maf- 
irr's  orders  were  very  precifc  againft  admitting  any 
foreign  vcllcls  into  tlie  port-,  and  that  he  was  the 
more  concnncd  to  hear  they  were  French,  becaufe  it 
was  chielly  on  their  account  that  thefe  orders  were 
(vivcn :  icvcral  vcIIMs  of  their  nation,  that  had  been 
jiclinhtnl  into  the  ports  of  that  country  upon  the  very 
f.unc  |)rciemTs,  having  carried  on  an  illegal  trade, 
diti^lly  coiUrary  to  the  king's  orders,  and  had  fliip^ 
ju  d  •.♦riMt  quantities  of  tobacco.  He  told  them  far- 
ihrr,  tli.n  the  kiiur's  orders  \V(Te  to  felze  and  confif- 
I  .ii<-  \\iih.)Ut  d:llir.v.lion,  whatevLM*  foreign  vcflels  en- 
i(u  J  ilt.u  [K)rr,  unlcis  it  plainly  appeared  they  were 
1(1  luih  a  tniuliiion  as  not  to  be  able  to  keep  at  fea; 
that  tliir.  foic  ilicv  were  to  have  twenty-four  hours 
pivc  M  the  \i\  to  lunlKler  wlu'tlier  they  would  come  and 
iitt<  \ui\'  un.IiT  iiir  |;uns  oi'  li.c  fort  in  orJer  to  be  ex- 
amiiicil,  i»r  lu  |iit  lo  \\\\  wiihout  receiving  any  relief 
at  all.  H.-  aililtJ,  th.it  if  iIk*  c:i\\:  was  fuch  as  our 
^gcnf  icj'uiinud  ii,  he  mii*ht  very  freely  enter  the 

port^ 
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port;  ^^9  upon  examination,  all  the  care  fhould  be 
taken  to  aflift  and  fupply  him,  that  he  could  defirc  5 
but  that  he  would  do  well  to  remember  that  the  Por- 
tuguefe  were  not  to  be  impofed  upo;i. 

."  A3  our  (hip  was  really  in  fuch  a  condition  that 
we  had  no  reafon  to  fear  any  examination,  we  made 
fail  immediately  on  the  return  of  pur  fupercargo,  and 
came  to  an  anchor  under  the  fort.  The  next  day  the 
jijdge  came  on  boards  attended  by  fcveral  fecretarie$ 
^nd  other  officers,  all  of  them  very  grave  fober-look- 
ing  ppople,  wjio  examined  every  thing  with  all  the 
nicety  and  ftriftnefs  of  an  inquifition.  They  called 
for  our  journals,  queftioned  our  pilots,  mariners^ 
ai)d  even  the  cabbin-boys,  particularly  as  to  this 
point.  Whether  wp  h^d  not  formed  a  defign  of  touch-r 
ing  at  Brafil  before  we  were  in  fuch  diftrefs?  They 
all  anfwered  in  the  negative  j  but  ftill  we  had  fo  littlp 
hopes,  that  every  one  in  the  fhip,  \yho  had  it  in  his 
power,  made  them  fome  prefcnt  or  other,  which  they 
took  indeed,  but  fcarce  gave  us  th^ks.  At  lafl: 
they  took  their  leaves,  and  fent  fome  carpenters  oa 
board,  to  whom  our  captains  made  fuch  an  applica- 
tion, that  they  reported  our  leaks  to  be  fo  dangerous, 
that  the  crew  were  yery  much  alarmed,  and  wcrc 
afraid  of  finking  before  they  got  out  of  the  fhip. 

"  As  foon  as  this  report  was  made,  we  had  leave 
to  go  on  ftiore,  which  was  refufed  us  before ;  and  wc 
had  alfo  leave  given  us  to  take  lodgings  where  we 
thought  fit  in  tne  city,  but  with  ftridt  caution  not  to 
attempt  any  kind  of  trade  on  pain  of  forfeiting  both 
fliip  ^nd  cargo.  The  officers  put  on  bo^rd  the  veflel 
talked  the  fame  language  at  firft,  but  feeing  the  im- 
prefllon  it  made,  and  tjiac  our  people  were  very  exadk 
jn  that  particular,  they  were  fo  kind  as  to  explain 
themfelves  the  third  day,  telling  us  that  this  was  all 
a  farce  j  that  the  judges  themfelycs  knew  it ;  that 
they  underftood  by  our  prefents,  we  were  a  good  fort 
of  people,  and,  that  we  ftiould  have,  every  night, 
boat3  cpme  off  with  all  fort§  of  merchandife ;   and 
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that  they  would  •  take  care  wc  fhould  run  no  fort  of 
rifk,  cither  in  buying  or  felling.  The  boats  came 
accordingly,  and  though  at  firft  we  were  a  little  fufpici* 
ous,  yet  in  one  week's  time  their  language  was  pcr- 
fcftly  undcrftood,  and  trade  went  on  brifldy  every 
evening,  as  foon  as  it  was  dark. 

**  We  imagined  there  would  be  no  difficulty  in  pro- 
curing carpenters  and  other  workmen,  if  we  gave 
them  good  wages,  but  we  were  miftaken ;  for  none 
of  thcfe  people  durft  take  our  money  till  they  had 
leave,  and  that  leave  was  not  to  be  had  but  by  dint 
of  prefents  -,  which  being  properly  beftowed,  the  car- 
penters came  on  board  and  went  to  work.  It  is  lite- 
rally true  in  Brafil,  that  money  will  do  all  things;  and 
that  nothing  is  to  be  done  without  money.  We  ftaid 
there  four  months,  and  found  few  honcft  men,  ex- 
cept the  viceroy. 

"  He  was  the  firft  that  ever  had  that  title,  all  the 
former  governors  being  called  captains-general ;  and 
his  title  was  not  only  higher,  but  his  power  much 
greater  than  theirs  ;  which  was  intended  to  redrefs  the 
many  corruptions  and  iniquities  that  had  crept  into 
the  government.  The  nobleman  graced  with  thefe 
honours,  was  the  count  dc  Villaverda,  one  of  the 
greateft  families  in  Portugal,  and  was  in  every  refped: 
a  man  of  as  much  worth  and  honour  as  his  own,  or 
any  other  country,  could  boaft.  He  found  it  very 
difficult  to  execute  his  inftruftions,  but  he  certainly 
fet  all  his  people  a  good  example ;  for  in  the  corrup- 
tcft  country  in  the  world  he  behaved  with  the  greateft 
probity  man  could  do,  and  laboured  all  that  was  in 
his  power  to  prevent  the  bad  effefts  of  a  contrary  con- 
duct in  others.  St.  Salvador  is  fituated  at  the  en- 
trance of  the  bay  of  All  Saints,  and  has  a  very  fine 
port,  which  might  be  made  ftill  more  commodious 
than  it  is,  if  art  and  induftry  gave  a  little  .affiftance 
to  nature. 

**  The  city  is  divided  into  the  upper  and  the  lower : 
WC  will  begin  with  the  fecond,  in  which  live  all  thfe 

merchants 
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merchants  and  people  of  bufinefs ;  and  perhaps  there 
is  not  in  the  world  a  place,  for  its  fize,  of  greater 
hurry  and  trade :  it  lies  at  the  foot  of  a  hill  which  is 
not  very  high,  but  exceffively  fteep.  There  is  in  it 
a  royal  arfenal,  befide  the  king's  warehoufes  and 
magazines ;  which  are  large,  well  filled,  and  kept  in 
excellent  order.  There  is  likewife  a  very  fine  yard 
for  building  (hips  -,  and  it  is  very  wonderful,  that  the 
policy  of  the  Portuguefe,  in  this  refpedt,  is  not  imi- 
tated by  other  nations  that  have  colonies  in  America ; 
for  fhips  are  not  only  built  here,  at  a  much  eafier  rate 
than  in  Europe,  but  are  likewife  better,  and  more 
icrviceable  -,  bccaufe  the  timber  is  excellent  in  its  kind, 
and  incorruptible  in  its  nature  •,  fo  that  the  worms^ 
which  in  the  Mediterranean  and  the  Weft  Indies, 
make  a  fwifc  and  certain  dcftruftion  in  all  our  veffels, 
how  well  foever  they  may  be  Iheathed,  are  not  able 
to  penetrate  thefc. 

♦*  The  upper  town  is  feated  on  the  fummit  of  the 
mountain;  the  houfes  are  large  enough,  and  fome 
are  pretty  convenient ;  but  the  inequality  of  the 
ground  on  which  they  ftand  fpoils  their  appearance, 
and  renders  the  ftreets  very  difagreeable :  the  grand 
place,  or  great  fquare,  is  in  the  middle  of  the  town  5 
and  the  viceroy's  palace,  the  town-houfe,  the  mint, 
and  other  public  buildings,  occupy  four  fides,  which 
are  handfome  enough,  but  have  only  this  Angularity 
in  them,  that  they  are  built  of  ftone  brought  from 
Portugal,  for  in  all  this  country  they  have  none  fit 
for  the  purpofe.  The  city  of  St.  Salvador  is  an  archbi-r 
Ihopric,  which  is  ufually  filled  by  fome  ecclefiaftic  of 
the  beft  family  in  Portugal. 

'**  The  viceroy  has  two  councils,  one  of  criminal, 
the  other  of  civil  afi^airs,  in  which  he  prefides ;  but 
juftice  goes  on  very  flowly,  and  there  is  not  a  country 
in  the  world  where  fo  much  paper  is  blotted  by  the 
lawyers  as  here,  before  any  final  judp;ment  is  obtain- 
ed. In  fornKr  times  it  was  here  as  in  the  Spanifh 
(governments,  the  captain-general  durft  not  punifh. 
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much  Icfs  put  to  death,  any  native  of  his  matter's 
dominions  in  Europe;  but  the  prefcnt  viceroy  has 
broke  through  this,  and  ventures  to  condemn  mur- 
derers and  fuch  like  criminals,  to  fufFer  the  punifh- 
ments  they  deferve  -,  but  the  proceedings  are  ftill  fo 
flow,  and  the  precautions  taken  fo  many,  that  there 
is  no  fort  of  danger  of  any  man's  being  fent  to  the 
gallows  there,  before  he  very  richly  dcferves  it. 

"  The  commerce  of  Braiil  is  very  confiderable, 
and  the  luxury  of  the  inhabitants  as  great  as  can  well 
be  imagined.  There  is  an  annual  fleet  which  comes 
from  Portugal  with  European  goods,  configned  by 
the  merchants  of  Lift>on  to  their  faftors  here,  where 
they  never  wait  long  for  their  cargoes,  which  conflft 
of  fugar,  tobacco,  and  gold-dufl: ;  all  of  which  are 
commonly  laid  up  in  their  magazines  ready  againft 
the  arrival  of  the  fleet,  with  the  contents  of  which 
they  are  alfo  perfectly  well  acquainted ;  fo  that  to 
land  the  commodities  of  Europe,  and  to  fliip  thofc 
of  the  country,  is  almoft  all  they  have  to  do. 

♦*  The  Guinea  trade  is  very  confiderable ;  thofe  em- 
ployed in  it  from  this  city  or  bay,  bringing  over 
ufually  twenty,  or  five  and  twenty  thoufand  negroes 
every  year  -,  and  of  thefe,  fifteen  thoufand,  at  Teaft^ 
are  difpofed  of  amongft  the  inhabitants  of  St.  Salva- 
dor. There  is  not  a  Pbrtugucfe  there,  who  has  not, 
at  leaft,  a  dozen  blacks  in  his  fervice,  and  they  very 
often  employ  them  in  fuch  oflices  as  are  equally  con- 
trary to  the  interefl:  of  religion,  and  of  the  ftate. 
They  arm,  for  inftance,  fuch  of  them  as  are  clean- 
limbed well-made  fellows,  each  with  his  fword  and 
dagger ;  and  as  they  have  a  fort  of  brutal  fiercenefs, 
which  fome  mifcall  courage,  they  are  capable  of  doing 
any  thing  they  are  commanded,  of  what  kind  foeverj 
and,  by  this  means,  they  acquire  fuch  a  habit  of  do- 
ing mifchief,  that  they  very  frequently  do  it  without 
any  commands  at  all  There  are  alfo  abundance  of 
thefe  fellows  that  are  free-,  that  is  to  fay,  have  either 
obtained  their  liberty,  as  a  reward  of  their  ferviges^ 
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or  have  purchafed  it  with  money.     It  is  really  afto- 
niihing,    all  things  confidered,  that  fome  dreadful 
revolution  has  not  happened  to  the  Portuguefe  in  this 
country,  fix)m  their  weak  and  ill-judged  indulgence 
for  thefc  negroes,  who  are  much  more  numerous,  as 
•well  armed,  and,  if  poffible,  more  wicked  than  them- 
felvcs.     In  Ihort,  the  far  greater  part  of  the  Portu- 
guefe fettled  here  are  hypocrites  in  point  of  religion, 
and  totally  deltitute  of  morals  :  thieves  and  (harpers 
by  profefiton  5  and  very  frequently  murderers  from  re- 
fentment.     There  is  no  order,  no  decency,  no  obe- 
dience known  amongft  them  •,  every  barber,  ihoema- 
ker,  and  taylor,  ftruts  with  his  fword  and  dagger,  and 
looks  upon  himfelf  as  equal  to  any  officer  in  the  co- 
lony, bccaufc  his  face  is  of  the  fame  complexion.  The 
prcfent  viceroy  is  fenfible  of,  and  detefts,  this  con- 
du6L  When  he  firft  came  over  he  laboured  to  reform 
ft;   but  cuftom  has  fo  ftrongly  eftabliftied  it,  that 
hitherto  his  labours  have  proved  in  vain. 

*'  Of  late  years,   and  fmce  the  difcovery  of  the 
mines,   they  have  formed  a  kind  of  new  fyftem  in 
living,  which  fome  time  or  other  will  prove  fatal  to 
them  5    for,  inftead  of  cultivating  their  plantations, 
they  now  fend  moft  of  thrir  flaves  to  the  mines,  upon 
thefe  conditions :  their  matter  finds  them  a  pound  of 
meal  a  day,  and  if  they  eat  any  thing  elfe  they  buy 
it  thcmfclves  ;  in  return,  the  flave  is  bound  to  pay 
his  mafter  daily  fuch  a  quantity  of  gold  :  if  he  hap- 
pens to  get  more,  he  lays  it  by,  to  make  up  for  de- 
ficiencies, or,  by  living  hani,  to  purchafe  his  freedom. 
Thus  the  matters  arj  at  a  kind  of  certainty,  with  re- 
fpeft  to  the  eftates  •,  for  fo  many  flaves  produce  fo 
much  money  certain  :  but,  in  the  mean  time,  their 
fugar  and  tobacco  is  decaying  •,  and,  which  is  much 
worfe,  they  are  in  danger  of  wanting  necefl^ary  fub- 
fiftence  ;  for  which  they  now  depend  chiefly  upon  the 
fleets  from  Portugal. 

**  The  truth  of  the  mister  is,  that  the  people  of 
Brafil  love  Ihew  and  magnificence,  fine  cloaths,  jewels. 
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and  a  larpe  train  of  fervants,  better  than  what  we  call 
good-living.  Yet  fome  feafts  they  have,  but  feafts 
that  bring  after  them  a  long  train  of  fafts ;  for  every 
man  has  his  guardian  faint,  upon  whofe  anniverfary, 

! perhaps,  he  Ipends  his  whole  year's  revenue,  or,  at 
eaft,  the  beft  part  of  it,  and  never  has  a  good  din- 
ner afferwards,  except  at  his  neighbours,  upon  the 
like  occafion. 

**  They  feem  to  be  ftill  under  great  apprehenfions 
of  being,  fome  time  or  other,  attacked  in  this  coun- 
try ;  againft  which  they  are  provided  pretty  effeftu- 
ally,  fince  there  are  very  few  colonies  better  fortified, 
in  all  refpeds  than  this,  as  appears  from  their  works. 
The  garrifon  confifts  of  two  regiments  of  foot,  three 
regiments  of  militia,  and  a  regiment  of  free  negroes, 
bcfide  fome  cavalry,  which  the  viceroy  keeps  up  to 
reftrain  the  banditti,  who  are  very  troublefome,  and 
dp  a  great  deal  of  mifchief  in  the  diftant  parts  of  the 
fColony. 

^*  The  better  fort  of  people  in  St.  Salvador  very 
much  refemble  the  Chinefe ;  that  is  to  fay,  they  arc 
exceflivcly  civil  and  complai&nt  to  ftrangers,  with  a 
view  to  obtain  from  them  prefents  and  gratifications 
of  much  higher  value  than  the  trifles '  they  beftow : 
and,  if  their  expedations  on  this  head  are  not  an- 
fwercd,  they  never  fail  to  give  ftrangers' as  ftrong 
proofs  of  rclentment,  at  the  end  of  their  acquain- 
tance, as  they  did  of  their  politenefs  at  the  begin-? 

ning. 

^*^  There  is  nothing  of  the  old  fpirit  and  bravery  of 
the  Portuguefe  nation  now  to  be  fcen  here  -,  on  the 
coptrar)',  the  people  are  all  lazy,  indolent,  and  quite 
given  up  to  their  plealures :  this  appears  to  be  owing  to 


bcconx  enervate  in  their  bodies,  and  loie  ail  firmnefs 
and  smxicu:  oi  mu:J. 
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^*  Upon  the  whole,  therefore,  linlefs  by  a  conftant 
fuccefllon  of  wife  and  good  governors,  the  manners 
of  the  inhabitants  are  changed,  and  their  ill-cuftoms 
abolifhed,  there  will,  fome  time  or  other,  either  from 
their  want  of  provifions,  the  inlblence  of  the  negroes, 
or  fome  fuch  like  caufe,  happen  an  infurreftion  or  re- 
volution, which  will  change  the  face  of  affairs  here : 
for  that  a  country,  where  the  inhabitants  are  plunged 
into  luxury  and  corruption,  fhould  enjoy,  for  a  long 
fcries  of  years,  uninterrupted  tranquillity,  is  con- 
trary  to  all  maxims  of  policy  -,  and,  indeed,  that  pri- 
vate crimes  and  public  peace  Ihould  conftantly  dwell 
together,  is^not  very  reconcileable  to  common  fenfe.'* 

To  this  account  we  fhall  add  a  few  particulars  col- 
leded  elfewhere. 

The  city  of  St.  Salvador  lies  in  the  latitude  of  1 4^ 
ibuth,  and  is  at  prefent  the  centre  of  the  Portugucfc 
trade  in  this  part  of  the  world.  Authors  differ  very 
much  in  the  accounts  thty  give  us  of  the  fleets  fent 
hither  annually  from  Lif^on  ;  but  the  reafon  is,  that 
the  one  fpeak  of  the  whole  Brafil  fleet,  which  gene- 
rally aflemble  in  the  bay  of  All  Saints,  in  order  to  - 
return  together  to  Europe  -,  and  the  other  of  the  fleet 
from  Lilbon,  exprefly  deftined  for  the  bay,  which 
may  be  about  thirty  fail,  el'cort'^d  by  two  men  of  war, 
and  which  ufually  fail  about  March. 

The  commodities  they  carry  are  wine,  brandies, 
meal,  or  flour;  oil,  cheefe,  cloths,  (luffs,  linen,  iron 
rough  and  wrought,  paper,  all  kinds  of  kitchen  uten- 
fils,  laces,  and  moft  kinds  of  apparel.  On  the  other 
hand,  they  bring  from  thence  the  befl:  tobacco  in 
Brafii,  which  is  fo  much  eftcemed  in  Europe  -,  fugar, 
indigo,  balfam  copaiba,  or  capiva,  ipecacuanha,  Pa- 
reira  brava,  cinnamon,  long  pepper,  ginger,  woods 
for  dying,  and  fome  for  inlaying ;  ambergris,  and 
other  rich  drugs  and  perfumes :  befide  thefe,  they  alfo 
export  from  hence  raw  hides,  train-oil,  and  whale- 
fins,  abundance  of  thcfc  creatures  being  taken  upon 
this  coaft  i  and,  for*  th  fc  forty  years  laft  palt,  gold. 
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amethyfts,  and  diamonds.  There  are  likeiKofe  Ibme 
lilver  mines  in  Brafil,  which,  though  n6t  wrought  to 
fuch  profit  as  to  allow  the  exporting  much  of  fhii 
metal  to  Portugal,  yet  furnifh  fuflicient  for  home 
circulation  :  and  of  this  filver,  money  is  coined  at  St. 
Salvador,  which  is  ciirrent  through  the  whole  colony; 
and  which  bears  on  one  fide  the  arms  of  Portugal, 
and  on  the  other  a  crofs  charged  with  a  Iphere,  with 
the  following  motto :  **  Under  this  fign  will  I  ftand.** 

The  captainfliips  which  lie  farther  to  the  fouth, 
carry  on  their  trade  by  the  Rio  Janeiro,  fo  called  for 
its  having  been  difcovered  in  the  month  of  January, 
1515;  and  which  is  at  prefent  become  one  of  the 
moft  famous  rivers  in  the  world.  The  banks  of  it 
are  as  beautiful  and  pleafant  as  can  be  imagined ;  the 
climate  fine,  the  foil  extremely  fertile,  producing  fu- 
gar,  indigo,  tobacco,  and  cotton,*  all  in  very  great 
perfcftion.  It  has  been  likewife  found,  that  Euro- 
pean corn  will  grow  here  with  very  little  trouble,  and 
to  great  perfcftion  •,  but  for  the  realbns  already  affign- 
ed,  this  and  all  other  improvements  have  been  difre- 
garded ;  though  independent  of  the  gold  mines  which 
have  been  difcovered  in  this  and  the  neighbouring 
captainfliip  of  St.  Vincent,  this  might  be  confidered 
as  the  very  richeft  part  of  Brafil.  The  Portuguefe 
that  are  fettled  here  are  quite  a  different  fort  of 
people  froni  thofe  in  the  bay  of  All  Saints ;  for  they 
are  aftive,  induftrious,  well  inclined  to  foreigners, 
and  fuffer  the  Indians  who  live  among  them  to  enjoy 
as  much  freedom  as  themfelves,  which  renders  the 
country  a  pcrfeft  paradife :  and  it  is  not  eafy  to  ima- 
gine what  vaft  cargoes  were  brought  from  the  Rio 
Janeiro,  before  the  gold  mines  in  that  country  were 
difcovered. 

The  city  of  St.  Sebaftlan,  which  is  the  capital  of 
this  country,  ftands  very  coir. modiouQy  in  23  degrees 
of  fouth  latitude,  on  the  weft-fide  of  the  river,  about 
two  leagues  from  the  fea.  This  city,  which  is  very 
well  fortified,  is  the  feat  of  a  Portuguefe  governor, 

and 
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$nd  a  bi(hop*s  fee,  fufFragan  to  the  archbifliop  of  Sc« 
Salvador  ;  there  arc  likewifc  fcveral  other  confiderable 
towns  on  the  Kio  Janeiro,  all  of  which  have  a  large 
(hare  of  trade,  as  may  appear  from  the  number  of 
Ihips  which  compofe  (he  fleet  fent  hither  annually 
from  Portugal,  which  conHfts  of  between  twenty  and 
thirty  fail  of  veflcls,  of  500  tons  burthen,  and'  are 
ufually  efcorted  by  two  men  of  war.  The  ^ornmo* 
duties  brpjght  ftom  hence  are,  generally  Ipcaking, 
the  fame  with  thofe  brought  from  the  bay  of  All 
Saints,  diamonds  only  excepted.  After  faying  this, 
it  may  be  naturally  expected  that  we  fhould  give  th^ 
reader  fome  account  of  the  diamond  mines  here^ 
which,  however,  is  a  thing  very  difficult  to  4o,  ther? 
being  very  little  known  of  them,  with  any  degree  of 
certainty  %  but  the  few  circumftances  that  we  have 
been  able  to  draw  together,  in  relation  to  this  impo(« 
fant  article,  are  theie. 

It  is  about  forty  years  ago,  that  fome  precious 
(tones  were  brought  to  the  city  of  St.  Sebaftian,  taken 
out  of  a  fmall  river  lying  weftward  of  that  city,  which 
were,  at  firft,  judged  to  be  very  fine  pebbles ;  but  it 
was  not  fo  foon  that  they  were  brought  over  tQ 
Europe,  Thefe  fine  pebbles  have  been  lately  found  in 
great  quantities  •,  and  we  are  told,  that  fome  rich 
planters  begin  to  employ  their  (laves  ia  digging  thQ 
olack  heavy  earth  on  the  fides  of  the  mountain,  from 
whence  this  river  defctnded,  and  then  thefe  (Von^s 
w<:rre  found  in  plenty  •,  fome  were  very  large,  but  mqft 
of  them  ©f  a  black  or  yellowifh  caft,  which  hurt  theip 
luftre,  and  funk  their  value;  yer,  notwithftanding 
this,  many  of  the  yellow  ftones  were  brought  tq 
Lifbon,  and  fold  for  topazes. 

Afterward  the  crown  of  Portugal  interpofed,  an4 
the  working  of  thefe  mines  was  forbidden ;  which, 
however,  did  not  hinder  their  coming  in  confider^^blg 
quantities ;  for  fomctimcs  it  was  faid,  they  were  foun4 
in  this  or  that  river,  and  not  dug  out  of  any  mine  ^ 
ibmetimes  they  h^  o:her  names  g;ivei>  th^m>    an4 
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many  of  them  were  fent  to  St.  Salvador,  and  from 
thence  exported  to  Europe,  under  a  notion  of  their 
coming  by  the  Goa  fleet  trom  the  Eaft  Indies.  This 
involuntary  fraud  raifed  their  value ;  and,  at  lafl:,  the 
crown  of  Portugal  became  convinced,  that  fuch  as 
pretended  to  great  fkill  in  ftones  had  deceived  them  i 
and  that  fome  of  thefe  Brafil  diamonds  were  fcarcely  to 
be  diftinguidied  from  oriental  ftones :  Upon  this  they 
altered  their  meafures,  and  it  was  permitted  to  fend 
over  rough  diamonds  in  the  Rio  Janeiro  fleet,  under 
Certain  reftri6tions  •,  which  licence  making  the  value 
of  thefe  jewels  ftill  more  and  more  apparent,  the  king 
6f  Portugal  refolved  to  put  this  trade  under  a  new  re- 
gulation ;  which,  in  all  likelihood,  has  fubfifted  ever 
fince.  This  new  order  took  place  in  the  year  1 740, 
when  his  Portugueze  majefty  leu  thefe  niines  to  a 
company  at  Rio  Janeiro,  for  ah  annual  rent  of  one 
hundred  thirty-eight  thoufand  crulades,  which  is 
twenty -fix  thoufand  pounds  of  our  money,  upon  con- 
dition, that  they  employed  no  more  than  fix  hundred 
flaves  at  thefe  mines ;  which  condition  plainly  proves, 
that  they  are  far  greater  and  more  confiderable  than 
they  have  generally  been  efteemed  to  be. 

It  is  very  probable,  that  the  coming  of  thefe  ftones 
into  Europe  may  fink  the  price  of  diamonds  con- 
fiderably  -,  but  it  muft,  at  the  fame  time,  be  allowed, 
that  it  cannot  but  prove  highly  advantageous  to  the 
Portugueze,  fince  it  will  operate  very  eflfedtually  in 
their  tavour,  in  regard  to  the  balance  of  trade  ;  for  if 
they  difpofe  of  thefe  ftones  to  any  nation,  upon  whom. 
they  have  already  a  balance,  they  muft  bring  money 
into  ihe  kingdom;  and  if,  on  the  other  hand,  they 
can  iind  a  way  to  fell  them,  cither  to  us,  or  to  the 
Dutch,  this  will  leffen  the  balance  in  our  favour,  and 
prevent  the  exportation  of  gold,  which  muft  have 
been  otherwiiV  fent  abroad,  to  pay  that  balance ;  io 
that,  take  it  eiciicr  way,  the  difcovery  of  thefe  diamond 
mir.cs  is  of  very  high  confcqucncc,  and,  if  wifely  ma- 
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fiaged  j  may  prove  of  prodigious  advantage  tei  this  na« 
tion. 

Southward  from  the  captainfliip  of  Rio  Janeiro  lies 
the  captainfhip  of  St.  Vincent,  the  richefl  .country  in 
JSradlf  perhaps  in  all  South  America.  It  is  bounded 
on  the  north  by  the  captainflup  of  Rio  Janeiro ;  on 
the  eaft  by  the  ocean  •»  on  the  K>uth  by  the  new  cap- 
tainfhip^ or  that  ftilcd  Del  Rey  ;  and  on  the  weft  by 
the  mountains  of  La  Plata^  and  countries  inhabited 
by  various  favage  nations  :  It  extends  from  the  lati- 
tude of  22  degrees  to  2.7  d^rees  ibutb;  and  is  m 
length)  from  north  to  fouth,  about  three  hundred 
finiks)  and  in  breadth,  from  eaft  to  weft,  in  fbme 
places,  near  one  hundred  and  eighty  miles ;  b\it  thd 
greateft  part  of  it  is  not  above  half  fo  broad. 

The  town  of  St.  Vincent  is  fituated  on  a  very  fine 
bay  of  the  Atlantic  ocean ;  or^  as  fome  of  the  beft 
maps  repreient  it,  on  a  kind  of  F^ninfula^  very  well 
fortified.  A  little  to  the  north-weft  lies  the  towq  of 
Santos,  which  fome  look  upon  to  be  the  capital  of  the 
province  ^  and  ^hich  has  as  fine  a  port  as  any  in  the 
Weft  Indies,  capable  of  holding  the  largeft  (hips,  and 
which  might  be  fortified  in  fuch  a  manner,  as  to  be 
able  to  relift  any  ftrength,  that,  either  in  this  part  of 
the  world,  or  from  Europe,  could  be  brought  againft 
it4 
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Memoir  concerning  the   Settlements 
of  the  JESUITS  in  PARAGUAY. 


THE  following  memoir  feems  fo  curious  in  itiel^ 
that  it  was  thought  there  could  be  nothing 
more  agreeable  to  the  reader,  or  nu)re  conibnant  to 
the  dengn  of  this  work.  The  author  of  it  was  a 
French  officer,  who,  in  the  year  1708^1  was  wrecked 
in  the  entrance  of  the  river  or  Plate,  and  who  remain- 
ed for  fome  time  in  the  country  which  he  defcribes. 
He  drew  up  this  memoir  at  the  inftance  of  a  French 
ftatefman,  who  intended  to  have  tranfinitted  it  to  the 
court  of  Spain,  but  dying  foon  after,  this,  with  ibme 
other  papers  relative  to  the  Spanifli  Weft  Indies, 
came  into  private  hands. 

♦  A.  S.  E.  M.  L.  C.  D.  B. 

t 

T  T  is  a  liberty  generally  taken  by,  as  well  as  afcrib- 
-*  ed  to  travellers,  that  they  paint  pretty  ftrongly, 
and  take  a  pleafure  in  reprefenting  things  a  little  be- 
yond the  truth,  as  if  thereby  they  meant  to  indemnify 
themfelves  for  the  dangers  run,  and  the  fatigues  by 
them  endured.  It  is  very  probable  that  I  might  have 
fallen  into  this  error  myfclf,  if  I  had  written  for  the 
view  of  the  public ;  but,  addreffing  myfelf  to  a  peribn 
of  fo  illuftrious  a  rank,  and  at  the  fame  rime  of  fuch 
diftinguifhed  abilities,  I  fhall  be  very  careful  to  ad- 
vance nothing,  of  the  truth  of  which  I  am  not  tho- 

*  This  is  xh?  adjrefs  in  tbc  orlguaal. 
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roughly  convinced ;  neither  (hall  I  prefume  to  add 
any  rcfleftions,  but  content  myfclf  with  barely  ftating 
matters  of  fadb  with  as  great  exadnefs  as  I  am  able; 
being  thoroughly  fenfible  that  you  want  to  be  in- 
formed as  to  fuch  things  only  as  you  have  not  ieen, 
without  needing  any  helps  in  dilcovering  the  lights 
that  may  be  drawn  from  them. 

It  has  been  the  misfortune  of  the  Chriftian  church 
in  America  for  this  laft  century,  and  perhaps  longer, 
that  except  the  Jcfuits,  neither  priefts  nor  monks  have 
taken  any  pains. either  to  convert  the  Indians  by  their 
preaching,  or  to  influence  them  by  the  regularity  of 
their  condud.  The  natui^  confequence  of  this  hath 
been,  the  throwing  intirely  into  the  hands  of  the  Je- 
fiiits  an  affair  of  the  lad  importance,  viz.  the  propa- 
gating the  faith  amongft  the  Indians;  for  which  ic 
muft  be  allowed,  that  they  have  ihewn  themfelves  ex- 
tremely well  qualified;  of  which  more  convincing 
evidence  cannot  be  had,  than  the  progrefs  they  have 
made  in  theie  their  millions.  This  of  Paraguay,  con-' 
ceming  which  I  have  undertaken  to  write,  is  by  far 
the  moll  confiderable,  and,  if  attentively  confidered, 
will  appear  almod  as  remarkable  an  event  as  Pi- 
zarro's  conqueft  of  Peru,  or  Mendoza's  fubduing 
Chili. 

The  country  under  the  government  of  the  fathers, 
lies  about  two  hundred  leagues  fouth  of  Brafil,  about 
the  fame  diilance  from  the  province  of  Buenos  Ayres,  . 
one  hundred  and  fourfcore  leagues  from  Tucuman, 
and  about  a  hundred  leagues  from  the  province  of 
Paraguay.  The  country,  which  is  of  vail  extent,  is 
as  pleafant  and  as  fruitful  as  can  be  delired,  watered 
with  variety  of  rivers,  and  pkafant  dreams,  abound- 
ing with  timber  and  with  fruit-trees,  producing  abun- 
dance of  cotton,  indigo,  fugar,  pimento,  ipecacuana, 
and  other  drugs  of  great  value.  The  plains  are  full 
of  horfes,  mules,  black  cattle,  and  herds  of  (beep ; 
the  mountains  contain  vaft  treafurcs  of  gold  and  filver; 
of  which,  however,  die  fathers  feem-to  have  no  define, 
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f^fkCJt.  fo-  nughi  the  world  knows,  not  one  of  ihefc 
niw^i  har^  ^^'  ^'^  opened  or  wrought. 

OnfrualH"  ^^^  ^^V  ^^  ^^^V  ^niilies  of  Indians, 
ha^nc  Ok^"^  *  prppcnfity  to  be  inftrufted  in  the 
CnrjflNaft  r^l^gwn,  fome  jcfuits  went  amongft  them, 
^:r(sn\py^i^  that  dcfirable  work  -,  and  the  peace  and 
i^^nifv-?^  ■;.;  which  thefe  people  lived  after  their  con- 
xvH^o^  V^  '*^^^  ^^  effed  upon  their  neighbours, 
fhf.  X*  vV^rccs  the  miffion  fpread,  till  it  attained  its 
r*v*of<;  extent,  which  comprehends  at  Icaft  three  hun- 
/i5Ni  ^t^Hiiiind  families,  who  are  in  all  thirds  fubjcft 
Vi  ^<'Vr  Uthers,  and  who  revere  them  as  much  as  it  is 
^iU^  tv  reverence  mortals. 

t'^wlc  Indians  are  divided  into  forty-two  parifhcs, 
*!X  oi)  the  banks  of  the  river  Paraguay,  and  none 
.iJ^>vc  ten  leagues  diftance  from  another.  In  each 
^  iih  there  is  a  Jefuit,  who  is  fupreme  in  all  caufes, 
^  well  civil  as  ecclefiaftic,  and  from  whofe  decilion 
ib^rc  lies  no  appeal.  By  him  their  caciques,  or  chief 
^v:cri,  are  nominated,  as  alfo  are  the  inferior  ones ; 
iMut  cvrn  their  military  commanders  receive  their  or- 
vlctJi  from  him.  Noihing  cm  be  better  contrived  than 
X\\v  regulations  under  which  they  live ;  every  family 
haih  MH  proportion  of  land  and  labour,  of  plenty  and 
K\(  ir(l.  Induflry  is  common  to  all,  yet  wealth  is  at- 
latiud  by  none  j  the  pro.ludt  of  their  harveft  is  carried 
tliio  iljc  iru  :i/jnrs  ol  the  fociety,  whence  the  fathers 
difpenic  v.haicvrrio  ihcm  appears  ncccflary,  to  every 
fantily  according  to  its  clrrrnc.  The  furplus,  which 
Kiiufl  Ix'  very  i  c^nfulrrable,  the  moft  judicious  Spa* 
fMiinh  at  Hucnos  Ayrrs  conceive  it  little  Hiortof  four 
hullionh  ol  j»ie<f  •.  of  ri(;ht  pcj-  annmiy  is  fent  either  to 
(.r/iclov:i,  r/t  Sanu  I'r,  ilicre  being  at  each  place  a 
pror  ii!.iu>i  ^'fiKr.iK  who  i.ikr«i  care  of  what  belongs  to 
xUr  \i)i\t\)\  .iii'l,  ;r.  fur.iiion  oHIts,  tr^nfports  their 
liyr;iltl»  iui(»  l'Hrn]»r.  It  i\  impcjfl'ibic  to  imagine  any 
fhiii|/  iM  ilir  luilu".  in<»tc  rt«.M.l.jr  or  nio:c  inagniliccnt 
thjiri  thfii  |';*m1|i  iliuiihfs.  Ihey  arc  capacious,  well 
biiilli  Mrt'l  ihmII  iii.^MiiiucMily  futninicd  ^  gilding  and 
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paintings  (trike  the  eye  on  every  fide,  and  all  the  fa- 
cred  utenfils  are  gold  and  Giver ;  nay,  in  many  of 
them  they  are  adorned  with  emeralds  and  otjier  pre- 
cious floncs.  Divine  fervice  is  celebrated  with  the 
moft  folemn  iplendour.  On  one  fide  of  the  high  altar 
are  tribunes  tor  the  civil  magiftrates,  on  the  other 
fide  are  like  conveniencies  for  military  officers :  as  tp 
the  father  himfclf,  his  bufmefs  is  to  officiate,  which 
he  does  twice  a-day  with  the  utmoft  gravity.  Their 
muiic,  both  vocal  and  inftrumental,  is  far  from  being 
contemptible ;  the  people  having  naturally  a  genius 
for  tliat  fcience,  which  the  fathers  have  taken  care  to 
cultivate. 

The  dwelling,  or  rather  palace  of  this  fpiritual 
prince,  is  like  the  church,  a  thing  extremely  grand 
for  the  country  in  which  wc  find  it.  It  confifts  of  va- 
rious apartments,  fuited  to  the  various  fun^ions  per- 
formed by  its  mafler.  In  the  morning,  after  having 
performed  his  private  devotions,  he  sives  audience  to 
fuch  as  have  any  public  bufmefs  with  him.  About 
noon  he  hears  tonftffions,  in  which  he  is  very  exaA, 
that  being  the  principal  pillar  on  which  his  fove- 
reignty  rells.  In  the  afternoon  he  walks  abroad, 
gives  direftions,  infpeifts  the  public  and  private  af- 
fairs of  his  parllh ;  in  the  evening  he  catechifes,  ex- 
plains the  principles  of  the  Chriftian  religion,  and  dif> 
courfes  on  moral  fubjeds  to  fuch  as  attend  him,  by 
rotation.  In  fome  part  of  his  conduct  he  is  extremely 
modeft  and  praifc-worthy,  in  others  not  a  little  lofty 
and  afluming.  To  the  firft  1  refer  his  fimple  manner 
of  living,  faring  coarfcly,  fleeping  moderately,  and 
ufing  few  or  no  divcrfions,  if  we  except  fuch  recre- 
ations as  he  allows  to  his  people,  and  elpecially  to  the 
youth,  I  am  led  to  accufc  him  of  the  latter,  by  ob- 
icrving  the  mighty  diftance  at  which  he  keeps  his  peo- 
ple, caufing  even  their  magiftrates  to  be  corredcd  bc- 
tore  him  with  ftripes,  and  allov/ing  the  bed  man 
in  the  parilh  to  kifs  his  fleeve,  as  the  very  higheft  ho- 
nour he  is  ever  to  hope  for.  I  might  add,  dcftroying 
iHl  notions  of  property  •,  for,  excepting  the  father  him- 
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fclf,  there  is  nobody  polTeile^  any  thing  which  be  cah 
call  his  own^  nor  dares  he  fo  much  as  to  kill  a  duck 
or  a  chicken  who  has  bred  them  in  his  yard. 

There  is  an  annual  meeting  of  all  the  fathers,  who 
then  confer  on  the  methods  neceflary  to  be  taken  tor 
promoting  the  common  concerns  of  the  miflTion,  for 
making  new  laws,  or  abolifhing  old  ones,  as  the  ne-* 
ceflity  of  affairs  may  require.  This  is  the  fupreme 
council,  over  which,  for  ought  that  appears,  neither 
his  catholic  majefty  nor  the  pope  himfelf  has  any 
power.  The  firft  they  have  perluaded,  that  all  in- 
tefcourfe  between  the  Indians  and  the  Spaniards  is 
dangerous  to  the  falvation  of  the  former,  and  on  this 
pretence  have  obtained  a  prohibition  to  the  latter.  As 
for  the  holy  father,  he  is  either  fo  thoroughly  fatisfied 
with  the  cor.dud:  of  the  Jefuits,  or  is  clfe  fo  little  ac- 
quainted with  it^  that  he  never  interferes  therewith, 
but  leaves  all  things  to  be  guided  by  the  order.  To 
this  council,  or  congregation,  the  caciques  afe  ac- 
countable, ftnd  from  them  they  receive  fuch  orders  as 
concern  the  miflion  in  general^  whereas,  in  matters 
relating  to  their  particular  parifhes,  they  arc  intirely 
direfted  by  the  prefiding  pried.  One  great  point 
imder  confideration  at  each  of  thefc  aflemblies,  is  pre- 
venting ftrangers  from  having  any  intelligence  ot  the 
ftate  of  the  miffion  -,  another,  the  reftraining  the  In- 
dians from  learning  the  Spanifli  tongue,  or  applying 
thcmfclves  to  any  (ludies,  iave  fuch  as  may  render 
rhem  ferviceable  to  the  fcciety ;  amongft  which  they 
reckon  architefture,  painting,  and  mufic ;  all  which 
they  are  taught  in  every  parifli. 

'1  he  military  cftablifhnnent  is  very  formidable  ^ 
each  pari(h  liath  a  cortfidcrable  body  of  horfc  and  foot, 
excrc ifcd  duly^  as  the  Swifs  are,  every  Sunday  even- 
hv^.  Thefe  troops  are  divided  into  regiments,  con- 
fiiiiDg  each  of  fix  companies,  and  every  company  of 
fifty  m(  n.  The  regin^.cnts  of  cavalry  confift  of  the 
ftnie  number  of  troops,  that  is,  of  fix  ;  but  every 
troop  contains  but  forty  men.  Thefe  regiments  arc 
rr^r;nhr)y  o/liccred,    and  the  whole  eftablifiiment  is 


SETTLEMENTS  in  PARAGUAY.  4.1 

laid  to  confifl:  of  about  fixty  thoufand  men,  under  the 
command  of  fcvcral  general  officers ;  but  whenever 
any  body  of  thefc  forces  takes  the  field,  one  of  the 
holy  fathers  always  commands  in  chief;  for  it  is  a 
maxim  which  they  never  depart  from,  not  to  permit 
their  Indians,  either  in  peace  or  war,  to  acknowledge 
any  authority  but  their  own.  This  Indian  army  is 
furprizingly  well  difciplincd,  and  know  not  only  iow 
to  handle  their  muflcet  and  bayonet,  like  European 
troops ;  but  alfo  how  to  ufe  their  flings,  out  of  which 
they  throw  ftones  or  bullets  of  between  four  and  five 
pound  weight  with  prodigious  force  and  wonderful 
dexterity.  Thcfe  forces,  the  fathers  pretend,  are 
kept  up  to  fecure  their  fubje6ls  againft  the  Portu^ 
guezc,  who  were  formerly  wont  to  make  inroads 
upon  them :  but  there  is  another  ufe  the  fathers 
make  of  their  troops,  which  feems  to  be  at  leaft 
as  much  their  concern,  and  that  is,  icowering  the 
county,  to  prevent  either  Spaniards  or  ftrangers 
from  coming  privately  into  the  quarters  of  the  miflion. 
If,  in  fpite  of  all  thefe  precautions  a  ftranger  in- 
linuates  himfelf  into  their  territories,  the  father,  into 
whofe  parifii  he  happens  to  come,  fends  for  him  im- 
mediately, takes  him  into  his  own  houfe,  afTigns  him 
a  handibme  apartment,  ufes  him  with  all  imaginable 
refpeft,  but  affords  him  no  fort  of  liberty.  If,  at  his 
requeft,  the  father  permits  him  to  fee  the  town,  it  is 
altogether  in  his  company ;  and  the  Indian?,  having 
previous  notice,  fliut  up  their  gates  and  their  win- 
dows, and  keep  as  clofc  as  if  they  were  afraid  the 
fight  of  a  ftranger  would  give  them  the  plague.  As 
1(X>n  as  an  occafion  offers  tor  his  embarking  at  Buenos 
Ayres,  he  is  fent  thither  under  the  guard  of  a  de- 
tachment of  Indians,  not  one  of  whom  can  fpeak  a 
fyllablc  of  any  European  language.  Thus  it  is 
fimply  impoffible  he  fliould  carry  over  with  him  any 
more  than  a  fuperficial  account  of  the  ibte  of  the 
mifliion,  fuch  as  this  is ;  nor  is  every  traveller  able  to 
carrj"  over  fo  much,  fince  his  lights  muft  depend 
upon  the  humour  of  the  father,  in  v^hofc  t^mu^^^^ 
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4>r  rather  under  whoie  cuftody  he  lives ;  fome  bein^ 
much  more  auftere  than  others.  The  Jefuit,  with 
whom  I  ibjourned,  was  a  native  of  Toledo,  a  man 
leemingly  of  a  frank  difpofiuon  in  all  things  of  which 
he  accounted  it  lawful  to  fpeak  freely ;  yet,  in  all 
matters  relating  to  the  mifiion,  he  was  filcnt  as  the 
grave ;  and,  except  himfelf,  I  faw  no  perfon  during 
my  ftay  in  the  country,  with  whom  I  could  exchange 
fo  much  as  a  fingle  word.  The  Indians,  though  of 
themfelves  gentle  and  courteous,  yet,  in  confequence 
of  the  father's  inftrudions,  are  fliy  of  fo  much  as 
looking  on  an  European,  though  they  know  not  a  fyl- 
lable  that  he  fays. 

It  is  certain  that  in  thefe  countries  there  are  many, 
and  thofe  very  rich  mines,  both  of  gold  and  filver  4 
that  there  are  befides  abundance  of  valtiable  commo- 
dities, eipecially .  the  herb  of  Paraguay :  fo  that  if 
this  was  as  much  under  the  king  of  Spain's  domi- 
nion as  the  reft  of  his  provinces  in  America,  ir 
would  yield  him  a  very  fair,  revenue.  As  it  is,  he 
draws  very  litde,  if  any  thing,  from  it ;  nor  are 
things  like  to  be  in  a  better  condition.  The  fa- 
thers ought,  indeed,  to  pay  him  a  piece  of  eight  for 
every  head  under  their  jurifdiftion ;  which  capita* 
tion-tax,  though  fmall  in  itfelf,  would,  however, 
produce  a  very  large  fum.  But  they  have  found 
two  ways  to  elude  this ;  Brft,  by  making  a  very 
confidcrable  prefent  to  the  governor  of  Buenos  Ayres, 
they  hinder  him  from  vifiting  the  million  as  he  ought 
to  do,  once  in  five  years,  which  affords  them  an 
opportunity  of  fixing  the  tax  at  a  third  of  what  it 
ought  to  be  •,  and  even  this  they  take  care  not  to  pay  j 
tor,  being  obliged  fomctimes  to  furnifh  detachments 
for  the  king's  fcrvice,  during  which  time  they  receive 
pay,  they  prevail  on  the  governors  to  certify  thcfe 
detachments  to  be  thrice  asjiumerous  as  they  are, 
and  fo  balance  the  account.  Alas !  what  can  be  ex- 
pefted  in  a  country  where  the  king  can  neither  rely 
on  the  honour  of  his  officers,  nor  on  the  faith  of 
his  priefts ! 
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MY  firft  going  abroad  was  in  the  Great  Anne  of 
London,  captain  Zachary  Browne  commander, 
bound  forBantam  in  the  ifle  of  Java,  in  the  £a(t  Indies, 
in  the  year  1677,  I  was  in  the  fervice  of  the  furgeon 
of  the  fhip ;  but  being  then  very,  young,  I  made  no 
great  obfervations,  in  that  voyage. 

I  arrived  in  England  in  the  year  1679,  and  after 
about  a  month's  (lay,  I  entered  myfelf  on  a  fecond 
voyage,  in  a  vcflel  commanded  by  captain  Bucken- 
ham,  .bound  for  the  Weft  Indies.  I  was  there  alfo  in 
the  fervice  of  the  furgeon  of  the  Ihip  :  but  when  we 
came  to  Jamaica,  the  feaibn  of  fugars  being  not  yet 
come,  the  captain  was  willing  to  make  a  fhort  voy- 
age in  the  mean  while  to  the  bay  of  Campeachy,  to 
fetch  logwood ;  but  having  no  mind  to  go  farther 
with  him,  1  ftaid  in  Jamaica.  It  proved  well  for  me 
that  I  did  fo ;  for  m  that  expedition,  the  captain  was 
taken  by  the  Spaniards,  and  carried  prifoner  to 
Mexico. 

I  had  a  brother  in  Jamaica,  who  was  employed 
under  Sir  Thomas  Muddiford,  in  his  plantation  at  the 
Angels :  and  my  chief  inducement  in  undertaking 
this  voyage  was  to  fee  him.  1  ftaid  lome  time  with 
him,  and  he  fettled  me  in  a  houfe  at  Port  Royal, 
where  I  followed  my  bufinefa  of  furgery  for  fome 
months.  But  in  a  while  1  met  with  captain  Cook, 
fuid  captain  J^inch,  two  privateers  who  were  gpin^ 
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out  from  Port  Royal,  toward  the  coaft  of  Carthagena^ 
and  who  took  mc  along  with  them.  We  met  other  pri- 
vateers on  thit  coaft ;  but  being  parted  from  them 
by  ftrefs  of  weather  about  Golden-Ifland,  in  the  Sam- 
balloes,  we  ftood  aWay  to  the  Baftimentos,  where  we 
met  them  again,  and  fcveral  others,  who  had  been  at 
ihe  taking  of  Porcobello,  and  were  rendezvoufed  there. 
Here  I  firft  met  with  Mr.  Dampier,  and  was  with  him 
in  the  expedition  in  the  South  Seas. 

Mr.  Dampier  has  told,  in  what  manner  the  com- 
pany divided  wiih  reference  to  captain  Sharp.  I  was 
of  Mr.  Dampier's  fide  in  that  matter,  and  of  the 
number  of  thofe  who  chofe  rather  to  return  in  boats 
to  the  ifthmus,  and  go  back  again  a  toilfome  journey 
over  land,  than  ftay  under  a  captain  in  whom  we  ex- 
perienced neither  courage  nor  conduft. 

On  the  5th  day  of  our  journey  the  following  acci- 
dent befcl  me  y  being  alfo  the  5th  of  May,  in  the 
year  1681.  I  was  fitting  on  the  ground  near  one  of 
our  men,  who  was  drying  of  gnn-powder,  in  a  filver 
plate ;  but  not  managing  it  as  he  Ihould,  it  blew  up 
and  fcorched  my  knee  to  that  degree,  that  the  bone 
was  left  bare,  the  flcih  being  torn  away,  and  my 
thigh  burnt  for  a  great  way  above  it.  I  applied  to  -it 
immediately  fuch  remedies  as  I  had  in  my  knapfack  \ 
and  being  unwilling  to  be  left  behind  my  companions, 
i  made  hard  ftiift  to  jog  on,  and  bear  them  company 
for  a  tew  days  5  during  which  our  flaves  ran  away  trom 
tjs,  and  among  them  a  negroe  whom  the  company 
had  allowed  me  for  my  particular  attendant,  to  carry 
my  medicines.  He  took  them  away  with  him,  to- 
gether with  the  reft  of  my  things,  and  thereby  Itft 
me  deprived  of  wherewithal  to  drefs  my  fore ;  inlb- 
much  that  my  pain  increafing  upon  me,  and  being 
not  able  to  travel  farther  through  rivers  and  woods, 
I  took  leave  of  my  company,  and  fct  up  my  reft 
among  the  Darien  Indians. 

This  was  on  the  loth  day,  and  there  ftaid  with  me 
Mn  Richard  Gopfon,  who  was  an  ingenious  man,  and 

a  good 
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a  good  icholar  :  he  had  ^ith  him  a  Greek  Teftament 
which  he  frequently  read,  and  would  tranflate  ex- 
tempore into  En^lifh  to  fuch  of  the  comjpany  as  were 
difpofed  to  hear  him.  Another  who  fiaid  behind  with 
me  was  John  Hingfon,  mariner :  they  were  fo  fatigued 
with  the  journey,  that  they  al(b  could  go  no  farther. 
There  had  been  an  order  made  among  us  at  our  firft 
landing  to  kill  any  who  Ihould  flag  in  their  journey: 
but  this  was  made  only  to  terrify  any  from  loitering^ 
and  being  taken  by  the  Spaniards ;  who,  by  tortures^ 
might  extort  from  them  a  difcovery  of  our  march. 
But  this  rigorous  order  was  not  executed  ^  for  the 
company  cook  a  very  kind  leave,  both  of  thefe,  and 
of  me.  Before  this  we  had  loft  the  company  of  two 
more  of  our  men,  Robert  Spratlin  and  William  Bow- 
man, who  parted  with  us  at  the  river  Congo,  the 
day  after  my  being  fcorchcd  with  gun-powder.  The 
paflage  of  that  river  was  very  deep,  and  xhe  ftream 
violent ;  by  which  means  I  was  borne  down  the  cvX'- 
rent,  for  feveral  paces,  to  an  eddy  in  the  bending  of 
the  river.  Yet  1  got  over ;  but  thefe  two  being  the 
hindmoft,  and  feeing  with  what  difficulty  I  croflfed 
the  river,  which  was  ftill  rifing,  were  uifcouraged 
from  attempting  it,  and  chofe  rather  to  ftay  where 
they  were.  Thefe  two  came  to  me ;  and  the  othex 
two  foon  after  the  company's  departure  for  the  Norxb 
Sea,  as  I  (hall  have  occafion  to  mention  :  fo  that  there 
were  five  of  us  in  jail  who  were  left  behind  among  chei 
Indians. 

Being  now  forced  to  ftay  among  them,  and  having 
no  means  to  alleviate  the  anguifli  of  my  wound)  the 
Indians  undertook  to  cure  me^  and  applied  to  mj 
knee  fome  herbs,  which  they  firft  chewed  in.thei/ 
mouths  to  the  confiftency  of  a  pafte,  and  putting  it 
on  a  plantain-leaf,  laid  it  upon  the  fore.  This  proved 
fb  e(Fe£tual,  that  in  about  twenty  days  ufe  of  this 
poultice,  which  they  applied  frelh  every  day,  I  was  per- 
fcdkly  cured  >  excepting  only  a  weaknefs  in  that  knee^ 
which  remained  long  after,  and  a  bcnummednefa  which 
I  foinctimes  find  in  it  to  this  day.     Yet  they  wcc^ 
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not  altogether  fo  kind  in  other  refpefts ;  for  fome  of 
them  looked  on  us  very  conremptuoufly,  throwing 
green  plantains  to  us,  as  you  would  bones  to  a  dog.- 
This  was  but  forry  food  ;  yet  we  were  forced  to  btf 
contented  with  it :  but  to  mend  our  commons^  the 
young  Indian,  at  whofe  houfe  we  were  left,  would 
often  give  us  fome  ripe  plantains^  unknown  to  his 
neighbours,  which  were  a  great  refrefhment  to  us< 
This  Indian,  in  his  childhood,  had  bcren  taken  pri-> 
ibner  by  the  Spaniards ;  and  having  lived  fome  time 
among  them,  he  had  learned  a  pretty  deal  of  theif 
language,  under  the  bifhop  of  Panama,  whom  he 
ferved  there ;  till  finding  means  to  efcape,  he  got 
again  among  his  own  countrymen.  This  was  of  good 
ufe  to  us ;  for  we  having  a  fmattering  of  Spaniih, 
and  a  little  of  the  Indian's  tongue  alfo,  by  pafling 
their  country  before,  between  both  thefe,  and  the  ad- 
ditional ufe  ot  figns,  we  found  it  no  very  difficult 
matter  to  underftand  one  another.  He  was  truly  ge- 
nerous and  hofpitable,  and  fo  careful  of  us,  that  if 
in  the  day-time  we  had  no  other  provifion  that  a  few 
forry  green  plantains,  he  would  rile  in  the  night,  and 
go  out  by  {Icalth  to  the  neighbouring  plantain-walk, 
and  fetch  a  bundle  of  ripe  ones  from  thence,  which 
he  would  diftribuce  among  us  unknown  to  his  country- 
men. Not  that  they  were  naturally  inclined  to  ufe 
us  thus  roughly,  for  they  are  generally  a  kind  ^nd 
free-hearted  people ;  but  they  had  taken  fome  parti-^ 
cular  offence,  upon  the  account  of  our  friends  who 
left  us,  who  had  in  a  manner  awed  the  Indian  guides 
they  took  with  them  for  the  remainder  of  their  jour' 
ney,  and  made  them  go  with  them  very  much  againft 
their  wills :  the  feverity  of  the  rainy  fealbn  being  then 
fo  great,  that  even  the  Indians  thcmfelves  had  no 
mind  for  travelling,  though  they  are  little  curious 
cither  as  to  the  weather  or  ways. 

When  Gopfon,  Hingfon,  and  I  had  lived  three  of 

four  days  in  this  manner,  the  other  two,  Sprailirt 

and  Bowman,  whom  we  left  behind  at  the  river  Con-* 

go,  on  the  iixth  day  of  our  ^ourney^  found  their  way 
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to  us  ;  being  exceedmgly  fatigued  with  rambling  fo 
long  among  the  wild  woods  and  rivers  without  guides, 
and  having  no  other  fuftenance  but  a  few  plantwis 
they  found  here  and  there.  Thefe^  after  their  coming 
up  to  us,  continued  with  us  for  about  a  fortnight 
longer,  at  the  fame  plantation  where  the  main  body 
of  our  company  had  left  us ;  and  our  provifion  was 
itiU  at  the  fame  rate,  and  the  countenances  of  the 
Indians  as  ftern  toward  us  as  ever,  having  yet  no 
news  of  their  friends  whom  our  men  had  taken  as 
their  guides.  Yet  notwithftanding  their  difguft,  they 
took  care  of  my  wound  -,  which  by  this  time  was 
pretty  well  healed,  and  I  was  enabled  to  walk  about. 
But  at  length  not  finding  their  men  return  again  as 
.they  expected,  they  were  out  of  patience,  and  feem- 
ed  refolved  to  revenge  on  us  the  injuries  which  they 
fuppofed  our  friends  had  done  to  theirs. 

The  time  was  now  almoft  expired,  and  having  no 
news  of  the  guides,  the  Indians  began  to  fuipedl  that 
our  men  had  either  murdered  them,  or  carried  them 
away  with  them ;  and  fecmed  refolved  therefore  to 
dcftroy  us.  To  this  end  they  prepared  a  great  pile 
of  wood  to  burn  us,  on  the  loth  day  ;  and  told  us 
what  we  mull  truft  to  when  the  fun  went  down  :  for 
they  would  not  execute  us  till  then. 

But  it  fo  happened  that  Lacenta,  their  chief,  paf- 
fing  that  way,  diflfuaded  them  from  that  cruelty,  and 
propofed  to  them  to  fend  us  down  towards  the  north- 
fide,  and  two  Indians  with  us,  who  might  inform 
themfelves  from  the  Indians  near  the  coaft,  what  was 
become  of  the  guides.  They  readily  hearkened  to  this 
propofal,  and  immediately  chofe  two  men  to  conduft  us. 
to  the  north-fide.  One  of  thcfe  had  been  all  along 
an  inveterate  enemy  to  us ;  but  the  other  was  the 
kind  Indian,  who  was  fo  much  our  friend  as  to  rife  in 
the  night  and  get  us  ripe  plantains. 

The  next  day  therefore  we  were  difmifled  with  our 
two  guides,    and  marched  joyfully  for  three  days. 
The  third  night  we  lodged  on  a  fmall  hill,  which  by 
7  \iwt 
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chc  next  morning  was  become  an  iQand  i  for  thofe 
great  rains  had  made  fuch  a  flood,  that  all  the  low 
knd  about  it  was  covered  deep  with  water.  All  this 
while  we  had  no  provifion,  except  a  handful  of  dry 
msuze  our  Indian  guides  gave  us  the  firll  two*  days  : 
but  this  being  (pent,  they  returned  home  again,  and 
kft  us  to  fliift  for  ourfelves. 

At  this  hill  we  remained  the  4th  day ;  and  on  the 
5th,  the  waters  being  abated,  we  fet  forward,  fleer- 
ing north  by  a  pocket  compafs,  and  marched  till  fix 
a  clock  at  night :  at  which  time  we  arrived  at  a  river 
about  forty  feet  wide,  and  very  deep.  Here  we  found 
^  tree  fallen  crofs  the  river,  and  fo  We  believed  our 
men  had  pafl  that  way  •,  therefore  here  we  fat  down, 
and  confulted  what  courfe  we  ihould  take. 

We  went  over  the  river  by  the  help  of  the  tree  \ 

but  the  rain  had  made  it  fo  flippery,  that  'twas  with 

great  difficulty  that  we  could  get  over  it  aftride,  for 

there  was  no  walking  on  it :  and  though  four  of  us 

got  pretty  well  over,  yet  Bowman,  who  was  the  laft, 

fiipt  off,  and  the  flream  hurried  him  out  of  fight  in  a 

moment.     To  add  to  our  affliction  for  the  lofs  of  our 

confort,  we  fought  about  for  a  path,  but  found  none*, 

for  the  late  flood  had  flUed  all  the  land  with  mud  and 

ooze ;  and  therefore  fincc  we  could  not  find  a  path, 

we  returned  again,  and  repafled  the  river  on  the  fame 

tree  by  which  we  crofRrd  it  at  firft ;  intending  to  pafs 

down  the  fide  of  this  river,  which  we  flill  thought 

difcharged  itfelf  into  the  North  Sea.     But  when  we 

were  over,  and  had  gone  down  the  flream  a  quarter 

of  a  mile,  we  efpied  our  companion  fitting  on  the 

bank  of  the  river ;  who,  when  we  came  to  him,  told 

tls  that  the  violence  of  the  flream  hurried  him  thither, 

and  there,  being  in  an  eddy,  he  had  time  to  confider 

where  he  was ;  and  that  by  the  help  of  fome  boughs 

that  hung  in  the  water,  he  got  our.     This  m.an  had 

at  this  time  400  pieces  of  eight  at  his  back  ;  he  was 

a  weakly  man,  and  a  raylor  by  trade. 
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Here  we'  lay  all  night  i  and  the  next  day,  being 
the  5th  of  our  prefent  journ'eyj  we  marched  further 
down  by  the  fide  of  the  river,  through  thickets  of 
]iollow  bamboes  ahd  brambles,  being  alfo  very  weak 
^  waiit  of  food :  but  Providence  fufiered  tis  not  to 
JKrifh ;  for  we  found  a  maccaw-tree,  which  afforded 
us  berries,  of  which  we  eat  greedily  -,  and  having 
therewith  ibmewhat  fatisfied  our  hunger,  we  carried 
a  bundle  of  them  away  with  us,  and  contintied  our 
inarch  till  night. 

The  next  diy,  Beiiig  the  5ch,  we  nlarched  till  four 
in  the  afternoon,  when  we  arrived  ac  another  river, 
ivhich  joined  with  that  we  h^  hitherto  codfted  -,  ahd 
we  were  how  enclofed  between  them,  on  a  littld 
hill  at  the  conflux  of  them.  This  laft  river  was 
as  wide  and  deep  as  the  former ;  fo  that  here  we 
were  put  to  a  non-plus,  not  being  able  to  find  mean^ 
to  ford  either  of  tHem^  dnd  they  being  here  too  wide 
for  a  tree  tti  go  dcrofs.  This  laft  river  alio  we  let  bf 
the  compafs,  ahd  found  it  run  due  north  :  which  con^ 
firmed  us  in  our  miftake,  that  we  were  on  the  north-' 
fide  of  the  main  ridge  of  mountains ;  and  therefore 
we  refolved  upon  making  two  bark-loss,  to  float  us 
down  the  river.  Which  we  uHanimdufly  confidered 
would  bring  us  to  the  North  Sea  coaft.  The  woods 
afforded  us  hollow  bamboes  fit  for  our  purpofe ;  and 
We  cut  thenl  into  proper  lengths,  and  tied  them  to- 
jgcther  with  twigs  of  a  flirub  like  a  vine,  a  great  many 
on  the  top  of  one  another. 

By  that  time  we  had  finifhed  our  bark-logs,  it  was 
night,  and  we  took  up  our  lodging  on  a  fmall  liill, 
where  we  gathered  about  a  cartload  of  wood,  and 
made  a  fire,  intending  to  let  out  with  our  bark-logs 
tlie  next  morning.  But  not  long  after  fun-^fet,  it  fell 
a  raining  as  if  heavien  itnd  earth  would  meet,  accom- 
panied with  horrid  claps  of  thunder,  and  fuch  flaflies 
of  lightning,  of  a  fulphurous  fmell,  that  we  were 
almoft  (lifted  in  the  opt?n  air. 

Thus  it  continued  till  twelve  o*clock  at  night ; 
when  to  our  great  terror,  we  could  hear  the  vvvcrs 
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tne,  that  I  fell  down  as  dead,  being  opprelTed  both 
with  grief  and  hunger ;  this  being  the  feventh  day  of 
bur  raft,  fave  onljr  the  .xnaccaw-berries  before  re- 
lated. 

Being  in  this  condition,  defpairing  of  comfort  for 
want  of  my  confdrts,  1  lay  fome  time  on  the  wet 
ground,  till  at  laft  I  heard  a  voice  hard  by  me  which' 
in  fome  fort  relieved  me ;  but  efpecially  when  I  faw 
Mr.  Hingibn  one  of  my  companions,  and  the  reft 
found  us  prefently  after  -,  having  all  faved  themfelves 
by  dimbing  fmiall  trees.  We  greeted  each  other  with 
tears  in  our  eyes,  and  returned  thanks  to  God  for  our 
deliverance. 

The  firft  thing  we  did  in  the  morning  was  to  look 
after  our  bark-logs  or  rafts,  which  we  had  left  tied  to 
a  tree,  in  order  to  profecute  our  voyage  down  the  ri- 
ver ;  but  coming  to  the  place  where  we  left  them,  we 
found  them  funk  and  full  of  water,  which  had  got 
into  die  hollow  of  the  bamboes  ;  but  Providence  ftili 
diredled  all  for  the  better :  for  if  we  had  gone  down 
this  river,  which  we  afterward  underftood  to  be  a 
river  that  runs  into  the  river  Cheapo,  and  fo  toward 
the  bay  of  Panama  and  the  South  Sea,  it  would  have 
carried  us  into  the  midft  of  our  enemies,  the  Spaniard:^, 
from  whom  we  could  expeft  no  mercy. 

The  neighbourhood  of  the  mountains,  and  thff 
fteepnefs  of  the  defcent,  is  the  caufe  that  the  rivers 
rife  thus  fuddenly  after  thefe  violent  rains  ^  but  for 
the  fame  reafon  they  as  fuddenly  fall  again. 

Being  thus  fruftrated  of  our  dcfign  of  going  down 
the  ftream,  or  of  crofling  either  of  thefe  rivers,  by 
reafon  of  the  finking  of  our  bark-logs,  we  were  glad 
to  think  of  returning  back  to  the  Jndiin  fettlemcnt, 
and  coafted  up  the  river  fide  in  the  fame  track  we 
came  home  by.  As  our  hunger  was  ready  to  cany 
our  eyes  to  any  object  that  might  afford  us  fome  re- 
lief, it  happened  that  we  efpied  a  deer  faft  afleep  :  but 
one  of  our  men  putting  the  muzzle  of- his  ^r.n  clofe 
10  him,  and  the  ^bt  not  being  wadded,  ti^.niblcd  out, 

E  2  yyi. 


52    Mr.  WAFER'S  DESCRIPTION  of 

juft  befoFC  the  gun  went  off,  and  did  the  deer  no* 
hurt ;  but  ilarting  «p  at  the  noife,  he  took  the  river 
and  fwam  over.  As  long  as  our  way  lay  by  the  river- 
fide,  we  made  a  (hift  to  keep  it  well  enougji;  bur 
being  now  to  take  leave  of  the  river,  in  order  to  feck 
for  the  Indian  habitations,  we  were  much  at  a  lofs. 

After  a  little  confideration  what  courfe  to  fteer  next^ 
we  concluded  it  beft  to  follow  the  track  of  a  pecary  or 
wild-hog,  hoping  it  might  bring  us  to  fome  old  plan- 
tain-walk or  potato-piece,  which  thele  creatures  ofttn 
refort  to,  to  look  for  food  :  this  brought  us,  accord- 
ing to  our  expedation,  to  an  old  plantation,  and  in 
fight  of  a  new  one.  But  here  again  fear  overwhelni- 
^ed  us,  being  between  two  ftraits,  either  to  ftarve, 
or  venture  up  to  the  Indian  houfes ;  whom  bcms  fo 
near,  we  were  now  afraid  of  again,  not  knowing  now 
they  would  receive  us.  In  conclufion  1  went  to  the 
plantation,  and  it  proved  the  fame  that  we  came  from. 
The  Indians  were  all  amazed  to  fee  me,  and  began  to 
a(k  many  queftions  :  but  I  prevented  them  by  falling 
into  a  fwoon,  6ccafioned  by  the  heat  of  the  houie^ 
and  the  fcent  of  the  meat  that  was  boiling  over  the 
fire.  The  Indians  were  very  officious  to  help  mc  in 
this  extremity,  and  when  I  revived  they  gave  mc  a 
little  to  eat.  Then  they  enquired  of  me  for  the  other 
four  men  j  for  whom  they  prefently  lent,  and  treat- 
ed OS  ail  very  kindly :  for  our  long-expefled  guides 
were  now  returned  from  the  north-fide,  and  gave 
large  commendations  of  the  kindnefs  and  generofity 
of  our  men ;  by  which  means  all  die  Indians  were 
become  now  again  our  very  good  friends. 

Here  we  flayed  feven  days  to  refrefli  ourfelvcs,  and 
then  took  our  march  again  :  fqr  we  were  defirous  to 
get  to  the  north-ieas  as  ibon  as  we  could,  and  they 
were  now  more  willing  to  guide  us  than  ever  before  ; 
fince  the  guides  our  party  took  with  tliem,  had  nos 
only  been  difmiffed  civilly,  but  with  prcfents  alfb  of 
axes,  beads,  &c.  The  Indians  therefore  of  the  vil- 
lage where  we  now  were^  ordered  four  lufty  your^ 
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men  to  condu£t  us ;  and  in  fix  days  time  after  this, 
they  brought  us  to  Lacenta's  houfe,  who  had  before 
faved  our  lives. 

Thjis  houfe  is  fituated  on  a  fine  iittle  hill,  on  which 

grows  the  ftatelielt  grore  of  cotton  trees  that  ever  f, 
w.  The  bodies  of  thefe  trees  were  generally  fix 
feet  in  diameter,  nay  four  Indians  and  myfelf  took 
tiand  in  hand  round  a  tree,  and  could  not  fathom  it 
by  three  feet.  Here  was  likewife  a  ftately  plantain- 
walk,  and  a  grove  of  other  fmall  trees,  that  would 
make  a  pleafant  artificial  wildernefs,  if  induflry  and 
art  were  oeftowed  on  it. 

This  pleafant  little  hill,  containing  at  lead  i  oc  acres 
of  land,  is  a  peninfula  of  an  oval  form,  almoft  fur- 
rounded  with  two  great  rivers,  one  coming  from  the 
^aft,  and  the  other  from  the  weft  -,  which  approach-  ^ 
ing  within  forty  feet  of  each  other,  at  thp  front  of  * 
the  peninfula,  feparate  again,  embracing  the  hill, 
and  meet  on  the  other  fide,  making  there  one  prettjr 
large  river  which  runs  very  fwift.  There  is  therefore 
but  one  way  to  :Come  in  toward  this  feat  *,  which,  as 
before  obfcrvcd,  is  not  above  forty  feet  wide  between 
the  rivers  on  each  fide ;  and  fenced  with  hollow  bam- 
boes,  popesrheads  and  prickle-pears,  fo  thick  fet  from 
one  fide  the  neck  of  land  to  the  other,  that  it  is  inxr 
pofiible  for  an  enemy  to  approach  it. 

On  this  hill  live  fifty  principal  men  of  the  country, 
all  under  Lacenta's  command,  who  is  a  prince  over  all 
the  fouth-part  of  the  ifthmus  of  Darien  ;  the  Indians 
both  there  and  on  the  north-fide  alfo,  paying  him 
great  refpefb :  but  the  fouch-fide  is  his  country,  and 
this  hill  his  feat  or  palace.  There  is  only  one  canoe 
belonging  to  it,  which  ferves  to  fef ry  aver  Lacenta 
and  his  fubje£is. 

When  we  were  arrived  at  this  place,  Lacenta  dif- 
charged  our  guides,  and  fent  them  back  again,  tel- 
ling us,  that  it  was  not  pofiible  for  us  to  travel  to  the 
north-fide  at  this  feafon ;  for  the  rainy  feafpn  was  nov^ 
1^  its  height,  and  travelling  very  bad  i  bu(  toid  us 
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\vc  flv.u:  •  il:iv  with  him,  and  he  would  take  care  of 
Ui :  ami  we  were  forced  to  comply  with  him. 

\Vc  iiad  not  been  long  here  before  an  occurrence 
happciicJ,  which  tended  much  to  the  increafing  the 
gojd  opinion  Lacenta  and  his  people  had  conceived 
of  us,  and  brought  me  into  particular  elleem  with 
them. 

It  lb  happened,  that  one  of  Lacenta's  wives  being 
indifpofed,  was  to  be  let  blood  -,  which  the  Indians 
pcrfortn  in  this  manner :  the  patient  is  feated  on  a 
ito'ie  in  the  river,  and  one  with  a  fmall  bow  fhoots 
little  arrows  into  the  naked  body  of  the  patient,  up 
and  down  ;  fhooting  them  as  faft  as  he  can,  and  not 
mifiir.g  any  part.  But  the  arrows  are  gaged,  fo  that 
they  penetrate  no  farther  than  we  generally  thruft  our 
lancers :  and  if  by  chance  they  hit  a  vein,  and  the 
'  bl  od  fpurts  out  a  little,  they  will  le  ip  and  fkip  aboutt 
fhewing  many  antic  gellures,  by  way  of  rejoicing  and 
triumph, 

I  \v;is  by  wl^ile  this  was  performing  on  Lacenta's 
l.uly  :  and  jvrcciving  their  ignorance,  told  Lacenta, 
iIku  if  Ik  p.'oaled,  1  would  fhew  him  a  better  way, 
withcr.t  pr.rting  ti:e  patient  lo  fo  much  torment.  Let 
mc  ice,  Kiys  l;c ;  and  a:  iiis  command  I  bound  up 
her  iirin  \\i:h  a  piece  of  bark,  and  with  my  lancet 
lvvat!H\l  a  vein  :  but  this  nilh  attempt  had  like  to 
have  cott  me  my  life.  For  Lacen:a  ieein.«r  the  blood 
iiriK"  out  in  a  Ilrcam,  which  uled  tD  come  drop  by 
il.op,  j\in  hold  oi  his  lance,  and  fwore  by  his  tooth, 
j'l.itil'  ihc  dul  any  otherwik*  than  well,  he  would 
li.ivr  rnv  iic.irfs  blood.  1  was  not  moved,  but  de- 
liial  him  u>  be  patient,  .in  J  I  drew  off  about  twelve 
DUMic*.  Ivnind  up  her  arm,  and  defired  (he  might 
1. !!  {\\\  \\w  ui  \f  day  :  by  whi^h  means  the  fever abat- 
«  \  .uul  \hc  h.KJ  not  ani^thcr  fit.  This  iri-ned  me  fo 
?iivi»  li  ■(•|Hi:.ii;i  !u  O.'iM  L.ucn:a  cairo  tv»  me,  and  be- 
i"i.-  .ill  ;..^  .;t;i  :'a".;».:us.  bowe^i  ?,:^.A  kiiVcd  n"v  hand. 
i  \.x  n  ilu  liil  ia:?!e  thick  .-iiv^iir  me,  and  lome  kiifed 
.   \  h.'.'iJ,  imI'c's"  jnv  ]\iKL\  a;:d  ibrr^e  mv  foot;  ^fter 
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which  I  was  taken  up  in  a  hammoc,  and  carried  on 
men's  Ihoulders,  Lacenta  himfelf  making  a  fpeech 
in  my  praife,  and  commending  me  as  much  fuperior 
to  any  of  their  dodtors.  Thus  I  was  carried  about 
from  plantation  to  plantation,  and  lived  in  great  fplen- 
dor  and  repute,  adminiftring  both  phyfic  and  phlebo- 
tomy to  thofe  that  wanted.  For  though  I  loft  my 
falvcs  and  plaifters,  when  the  negroc  ran  away  with 
my  knapfack,  yet  I  preferved  a  box  of  inftruments, 
and  a  few  medicines  wrapt  up  in  an  oil-cloth,  by  hav- 
ing them  in  my  pocket,  where  I  generally  carried 
them. 

During  my  abode  with  Lacenta,  I  pften  accompa- 
nied him  a  hunting,  wherein  he  took  great  delight, 
here  being  good  game.     I  was  one  time  about  the 
beginning  or  the  dry  feafon,  accompanying  him  to- 
ward the  fouth-eaft  part  of  the  country,  and  we  paf- 
fed  by  a  river  where  the  Spaniards  were  gathering 
gold.     I  took  this  river  to  be  one  of  thofc  which 
comes  from  the  gulph  of  St.   Michael.     When  we 
came  near  the  place  where  they  wrought,  we  ftole 
foftly  through  the  woods,  and  placing  ourfelves  be- 
hind the  great  trees,  looked  on  them  a  good  while, 
they  not  feeing  us.     The  manner  of  their  getting 
gold  is  as  follows.     They  have  little  wooden  difhes 
which  they  dip  foftly  into  the  water,  and  take  it  up 
half  full  of  fand,  which  rhey  draw  gently  out  of  the 
water  •,  and  every  dipping  they  take  up  gold  mixed 
with  the  fand  water,  more  or  lefs.     This  they  (hake, 
and  the  fand  rlfeth,  and  goes  over  the  brims  of  the 
difli  with  the  water;  but  the  gold  fettles  to  the  bot- 
tom.    This  done,  they  bring  it  out  and  dry  it  in  the 
fun,  and  then  pound  it  in  a  mortar.     Then  they  take . 
it  out  and  fpread  it  on  paper,  and  having  a  load-ftone 
thev  move  that  over  it,  which  draws  all  the  iron,  &c. 
from  it,  and  then  leaves  the  gold  clean  from  ore  or 
fikh  i  and  this  they  bottle  up  m  goUrds  or  calabafiies. 
*   In  this  manner  they  work  during  the  dry  feafon,  which 
is  three  months  j  for  in  the  wet  time  the  gold  is  wafh- 
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cd  from  the  mountains  by  violent  rains,  and  tl^cp 
commonly  the  rivers  are  very  deep  :  but  now  in  the 
gathering  fcafon^  when  they  are  fallen  again,  they 
are  not  above  a  foot  deep.  Having  fpent  the  dry 
feafon  in  gathering,  they  embark  in  fmall  vef&ls  for 
Sanu  Maria  town. 

During  thefe  pro^ljfes  I  made  with  Laccnta,  my 
four  companions  ftaid  behind  at  his  feat ;  but  I  had 
by  this  time  fo  far  ingratiated  myfclf  with  Laqent^ 
that  he  would  never  go  any  where  without  me,  and  I 
plainly  perceived  he  intended  to  keep'  me  in  this 
country  all  the  days  of  my  life ;'  which  raifed  fomc 
anxious  thoughts  in  me. 

Purfuing  bur  fport  phe  day,  it  happened  we  darted 
a  pecary,  or  wild  hog,  which  Keld  the  Indians  and 
their  dogs  in  play  the  greateft  part  of  the  day ;  tUJ 
Lacenta  was  atmoft  fpent  for  want  of  viAuals,  and  lb 
troubled  at  his  ill  fuccefs,  that  he  impatientl/  wiflied 
for  fome  better  way  of  managing  this  fort  of  game. 

I  now  underftood  their  language  pretty  well,'  afid 
finding  what  troubled  him,  I  to6k  this  opportunity 
to  attempt  the  getting  my  liberty  to  depart,  by  com- 
mending to  him  our  Englijh  dogs,  and  making  an 
offer  of  brining  a  few  ot  them  fix)m  England,  if  he 
would  fuffer  me  to  go  thither  for  a  (hort  time.  He 
demurred  at  this  motion  a  while  j  but  at  length  he 
f)Vore  by  his  tooth,  laying  his  fingers  on  it,  that  t 
fhould  have  my  liberty,  and  for  my  fake  the  other 
four  with  me,  provided  I  would  promife  and  fwear 
by  my  tooth,  that  1  would  return  and  marry  among 
them  :  for  he  had  made  me  a  ph)mife  of  his  daugh- 
ter in  marriage,  but  (he  was  not  then  marriageable.  I 
accepted  of  the  conditions :  and  he  further  promifed, 
that  at  my  return  he  would  do  for  me  beyond  my  ex- 
peftation. 

I  returned  him  thanks,  and  was  the  next  day  dif- 

mifltd  under  the  convoy  of  feven  lufty  fellows  5  and 

Tjve  had  four  women  to  carry  our  provifions,  and  my 

cloaths,  which  were  only  a  linen  frock  and  a  pair  of 

prccch^s.     Thefe  I  faved  to  cover  my  nakedriefs,  if 
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ever  I  fhould  come  among  Chriftlans  again :  for  i^t 
this  time  I  went  naked  as  the  favag^s,  and  was  paint- 
ed by  their  W9inep  j  buf  I  would  not  fufier  them  tq 
prick  my  (kin|  to  riib  tKe  paint  in^  as  they  ufe  tQ  do, 
but  only  to  lay  it  on  in  little  fpecks. 

Thus  we  depaned  from  the  neighbourhood  of  the 
South  Seas,  where  Lacenu  was  hunting,  to  his  feac 
or  pdace,  where  I  arrived  in  about  fifteen  days,  to 
the  great  joy  of  my  conforts ;  wHo  bad  ftaid  there 
durii^g  t)iis  expedition  I  iiad  made  to  the  fouth-eaft. 

A&r  many  falutation3  pn  both  fides,  and  fboMi 
joyful  tears,  I  told  them  how  I  got  my  liberty  of  La- 
ccnta,  and  what  I  promifed  at  my  return  ;  a^d  they 
were  very  glad  at  the  hopes  of  getting  away^  after  f9 
long  a  (lay  in  a  favage  country. 

I  ftaid  here  fome  few  days  till  I  was  rcfreflied,  and 
then  with  my  companions  marched  away  for  the  North 
Seas,  having  a  ftrong  convoy  of  armed  Indians  for 
our  guides. 

We  travelled  over  many  very  high  mountains ;  at 
laft  we  came  to  one  furpafling  the  reft  in  heighth,  to 
which  we  were  four  days  gradually  afcending,  though 
how  and  then  with  fome  defcent  between  while.  Be- 
ing on  the  top,  I  perceived  a  ftrange  giddinefs  in  my 
head  I  and  enauiring  both  of  my  companions  and  the 
IndiaQS,  they  all  aflured  me  they  were  in  the  like  con- 
diqon :  which  I  can  only  impute  to  the  height  of  the 
mountains,  and  the  cleariiefs  of  the  air. 

I  defire^  two  men  to  lie  on  my  legs,  whjle  I  lai4 
jfny  head  over  that  fide  of  the  mountain  which  was 
ihoft  perpendicular  ^  but  could  fee  no  ground  for  the 
clouds  that  were  between.  The  Indians  ca^rried  us 
over  a  ridge  fo  narrow  that  we  were  forced  to  ftraddlc 
over  on  our  breeches ;  and  the  Inciians  took  the  fame 
care  of  themfelyes,  handing  their  bows,  arrows,  and 
^iiggage,  froni  one  to  another.  As  we  defcended, 
we  were  all  cured  of  our  giddinefs. 

When  we  came  to  the  foot  of  the  mountain  we 
found  a  river  that  run  into  the  North  Sea$  ^  and  near 
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the  fide  of  it  wer6  a  few  Indian  houfes,  which  afford-' 
ed  us  indifferent  good  entertainnient.  Here  we  lay 
one  night,  it  being  the  firfl  houfc  I  had  feen  for  fix' 
days  •,  my  lodging  by  the  way  being  in  a  hammock 
made  faft  to  two  trees,  and  my  covering  a  plantain- 
leaf. 

The  next  morning  we  fet  forward,  and  in  two  days 
time  arrived  at  the  fea-fide ;  and  were  met  by  forty 
of  the  beft  fort  of  Indians  in  the  country,  who  con- 
gratulated our  coming  and  welcomed  us  to  their 
houfes.  They  were  all  in  their  fineft  robes,  which 
are  long  white  gowns,  reaching  to  their  ancles,  with 
fringes  at  the  bottom,  and  in  their  hands  they  had 
half  pikes. 

We  prefently  enquired  of  thefe  Indians  when  they 
expcfted  any  (hips  ?    They  told  us  they  knew  not, 
but  wbuld  enquire  •,  and  therefore  they  fent  for  one 
of  their  conjurers,  who  inimediately  went  to  work 
to  raife  the  devil,  to  enquire  of  him  at  what  time  a 
fhip  would  arrive  here.     We  were  in  the  houfe  with 
them  •,  and  they  firft  began  to  work  with  making  a 
partition  with  hammocks,  that  the  Pawawers,  for  fo 
they  palled  thefe  conjurers,  might  be  by  themfelves. 
They  continued  fome  time  at  their  exercife,  and  we 
Could  hear  them    make  mod  hideous  yellings  and 
Ihrieks,  imitating  the  voices  of  all  their  kind  of  birds 
and  beafts.     With  their  own  noife,  they  joined  that 
of  feveral  ftories  ftruck  together,  and  of  conch-fhells, 
and  of  ja  forry  fort  of  drums  made  of  hollow  bam- 
bocs,  which  they  beat  upon;  making  a  jarring  noife 
-alfo  with  firings  faftehed  to  the  larger  bones  of  beafts. 
And  every  now  and  then  they  would  make  a  dread- 
nil  exclartiation,  and  clattering  all  of  a  fudden,  would 
as  fuddenly  mr.ke  a  paufe  and  a  profound  filence.  But 
finding  that  after  a  confiderablc  time  no  anfwer  was 
^ade  them,  they  concluded  that  it  was  becaufe  we 
were  in  tl;c  houfc-,    fo  turning  us  oUt,  they  went  to 
work  again.     But  ftill  finding  no  return,  .after  an 
"Hur  or  more,  they  made  a  new  fcarch  in  our  apart- 
ment :, 
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fWCftt ;  and  finding  feme  of  our  cloaths  hanging  up 
in  a  ba(ket  againft  the  wall,  they  threw  them  out  of 
doors  in  great  difdain.  Then  they  fell  once  more  to 
their  pawawing ;  and  after  a  little  time  they  came  out 
with  their  anfwer,  but  all  in  a  muck-fweat ;  fo  that 
they  firft  went  down  to  the  river  and  wafhed  them- 
fclves,  and  then  came  and  delivered  the  oracle  to  us, 
which  was  to  this  effeft:  that  the  loth  day  from 
that  time  there  would  arrive  two  (hips ;  and  that  in 
the  morning  of  the  loth  day  we  fliould  hear  firft  one 
gun,  and  fome  time  after  that  another ;  that  one  of 
us  (hould  die  foon  after;  and  that  going  on  board  we 
fhould  lofe  one  of  our  guns ;  all  which  fell  out  accord- 
ing to  the  predifticn. 

For  on  the  10th  day  in  the  morning  we  heard  the 
guns,  firft  one,  and  then  another,  in  that  manner 
that  was  told  us ;  aiid  one  of  our  guns  or  fufees  wa^ 
loft  in  going  aboard  the  li:ips  :  for  we  five,  and  three 
of  the  Indians  went  off  to  the  (hips  in  a  canoe ;  but 
as  we  crofled  rhe  bar  of  the  river  it  ovcr|et,  where 
Mr.  G  >pron,  one  of  my  conforcs,  was  like  to  be 
drowned  ;  and  though  we  recovered  him  out  of  the 
water,  yet  he  loft  his  gun  according  to  the  predic- 
tion. I  know  not  how  this  happened  as  to  his  gun  ; 
but  ours  were  all  lalhed  down  to  the  fide  of  the  ca- 
noe :  and  in  the  Weft  Indies  we  never  go  into  a  ca- 
noe but  a  little  matter  overfcts  it;  but  we  make  faft  our 
guns  to  the  fides  or  feats :  and  I  fuppofe  Mr.  Gopfon, 
who  was  a  very  careful  and  fenfible  man,  had  laflied 
down  his  alfo,  though  not  faft  enough. 

Being  over-fet,  and  our  canoe  turned  upfide  down, 
we  got  to  (hore  as  well  as  we  could,  and  dragged  Mr. 
Gopfon  with  us,  though  with  difficulty.  Then  we 
put  off  again,  and  kept  more  along  the  fticre ;  and 
at  length  ftood  over  to  La  Sound's  Key,  where  the 
two  (lups  lay,  an  Englifti  floop  and  a  Spanifh  tartan, 
which  the  Englifii  had  taken  but  two  or  three  days 
before.  We  knew  by  the  make  of  this  laft  that  it 
5  wa^ 
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was  a  Spanilh  vefle],  before  we  came  up  with  it ;  but 
ieeing  it  in  company  with  an  Englilh  one,  we  thought 
^ey  muft  be  conlbxts :  and  whether  the  Spanilh  vef- 
fel  ihould  p;-ove  to  be  under  the  £ngli(b  oi^  or  the 
Englifh  under  that^  we  were  rofblved  to  put  it  to  the 
venture,  and  get  aboard,  being  quite  tired  with  our 
ftay  among  the  wild  Indians.  The  Indians  were  more 
^md  of  its  being  a  veilel  of  Spaniards,  their  enemies 
as  well  as  ours. 

We  went  aboard  the  £nglt(h  Hoop,  and  our  Indian 
friends  with  us^  wd  were  received  with  a  very  hearty 
welcome,  The  four  £ngU(hmen  with  me  were  prer 
fently  J(^oown  and  xrafeflcd  by  the  fhip's  crew ;  but  I 
fat  a  while  cringing  upon  my  hams  anruing  the  Indi- 
ans^  after  their  fa/bion,  painted  as  they  were,  and  all 
^aked  but  only  about  the  waift,  and  with  my  nofe- 
piece  hangii;ig  oyer  m)r  mouth.  I  was  willing  to  try 
if  thef  knew  i^e  in  this  difguife*,  and  it  was  the  betr 
ter  part  of  an  hour  before  one  of  the  crew,  looking 
more  narrowly  upon  me,  cried  out,  **  Here's  our  docr 
tor  ;*'  and  immediately  they  all  congratulated  my  arrival 
among  them*  I  did  what  I  could  presently  to  wafh  off 
my  paint ;  but  it  was  near  a  month  before  I  could 
get  tolerably  rid  of  it,  having  had  my  (kjn  fo  long 
Aained  with  it,  and  the  pigment  dried  on  in  the  fun : 
and  when  it  did  come  otf,  it  was  ufu^ly  with  the 
peeling  off  of  fkii^  apd  all.  As  for  Mr.  Gopfon,  we 
brought  him  alive  to  the  fbip,  yet  be  did  not  recover 
his  fatigues,  and  his  drenching  in  the  water  *,  but  hav- 
ing languifhed  aboard  about  three  days,  he  died  there 
at  La  Sound's  Key  :  and  his  death  verified  the  Pawa- 
wers  predidiioi?.  Our  Indians  having  been  kindly 
entertained  aboard  for  about  fix  or  feven  days ;  and 
many  others  of  them,  who  went  to  and  fro  with  their 
wives  and  children,  and  Lacenta  among  them,  vifit- 
ing  us  about  a  fortnight  Of  three  weeks,  we  at  length 
took  leave  of  them,  except  two  or  three  of  them  who 
^ould  needs  go  with  us  p  windwar<]  s  and  we  fet  fail. 
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with  the  Tartsln  in  company,  firft  to  the  more  eaftem 
ifles  of  the  Samballoesi,  ^d  then  toward  the  coaft  of 
Cartagena. 

I  (hall  now  go  oil  with  a  particular  defcription  of 
the  ifthmus  of  America,  which  was  the  main  thing  I 
intended  in  publiihing  thefe  relations. 

This  country  is  the  narroweft  part  of  the  ifthmus 
of  America,  which  is  more  peculiarly  called  the  Ifth-^ 
mus  of  Darien ;  probably  from  the  great  river  of  that 
name,  wherewith  its  northern  coaft  is  bounded  to 
the  eaft :  for  bejond  this  river  the  land  fpreads  (o  to 
the  eaft  and  north-eafl:,  as  that  on  the  other  coaft  does 
to  the  fouth  and  fouth-eaft,  that  it  can  no  further  be 
called  an  ifthmus.  It  is  moftly  comprehended  be- 
tween the  latitudes  of  8  and  lo  N.  but  its  breadth 
in  the  narroweft  part  is  much  about  one  degree* 
How  far  it  reaches  in  length  weftward,  under  the  name 
of  the  Ifthmus  of  Darien,  whether  as  far  as  Honduras,, 
or  Nicaragua,  or  no  further  than  the  river  Chagre,  or 
the  towns  of  Portobello  and  Panama,  I  cannot  fay* 

This  laft  is  the  boundary  of  what  I  mean  to  de- 
fcribe  ;  and  I  fiiall  be  moft  particular  as  to  the  middle 
part  even  of  this,  as  being  the  fcene  of  my  abode  and 
ramble  in  that  country :  though  what  I  ihaH  have 
occafion  to  fay  as  to  this  part  of  the  ifthmus,  will  be 
in  fome  meafure  applicable  to  the  country  even  be- 
yond Panama. 

The  land  of  this  continent  is  almoft  every  where 
diftinguifhed  with  hills  and  valleys,  of  great  variety 
for  height,  depth,  and  extent.  The  valleys  are 
generally  watered  with  rivers,  brooks,  and  perennial 
Springs ;  with  which  the  country  very  much  abounds. 
They  fall  fome  into  the  north,  and  others  into  the 
fouth ;  and  do  moft  of  them  take  their  rife  from  a 
ridge  or  chain  of  higher  hills  than  the  reft,  running 
the  length  of  the  ifthmus,  and  in  a  manner  parallel 
tothelhore;  which,  fordiftindicnVfake,  I  (hall  call 
the  Main  Ridge. 

This 
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This  ridge  is  of  an  unequal  breadth,  bending  as  the 
ifthmus  itielf  doth.  It  is  in  moft  part  ncareft  the 
edge  of  the  North  Sea,  feldom  above  ten  or  fifteen 
miles  diftant.  We  had  always  a  fair  and  clear  view 
of  the  North  Sea  from  thence,  and  the  various  mak«- 
ings  of  the  Ihore,  together  with  the  adjacent  iflands, 
rendered  it  a  very  agreeable  profpeft ;  but  the  South 
Sea  I  could  not  fee  trom  any  part  c£  the  ridge.  Not 
that  the  diftance  of  it  from  the  South  Sea  is  fo  great, 
as  that  the  eye  could  not  reach  fo  far,  efpecially  from 
fuch  an  eminence,  w^ere  the  country  between  a  level 
and  a  champain :  but  though  there  are  here  and  there 
plains  and  valleys  of  a  confiderable  extent,  and  fome 
open  places,  yet  do  they  lie  intermixed  with  confide- 
rable hills  ;  and  thofe  too  fo  cloathed  with  tall  woods, 
that  they  much  hinder  the  profpeft  which  would 
otherwife  be.  Neither  on  the  other  fide  is  the  main 
ridge  difccrned  from  that  fide,  by  reafon  of  thofe  hills 
that  lie  between  it  and  the  South  Sea:  upon  afcend- 
ing  each  of  which  in  our  return  from  the  South  Sea, 
wc  expefted  to  have  been  upon  the  main  ridge,  and 
to  have  fecn  the  North  Sea.  And  though  ftill  the 
further  we  went  that  way,  the  hills  we  crofled  feemcd 
the  larger ;  yet,  by  this  means,  we  were  lefs  fenfible 
of  the  height  of  the  main  ridge,  than  if  we  had 
climbed  up  to  it  next  way  out  of  a  low  country. 

The  rivers  that  water  this  country  are  fome  of  them 
iivJ.iGcrent  large  -,  though  but  few  navigable,  as  hav- 
ing bars  and  (hoals  at  the  mouths.     On  the  North 
Sca-coaft  the  rivers  are  for  the  moft  part  very  fmall ; 
for  riling  generally  from  the  main  riJge,  which  lies 
near  that  ftiore,  their  courle  is  very  fliort.     The  river 
of  Daricn  is  indeed  a  very  large  one  -,  but  the  depth 
«  the  entrance  is  not  anfwer.-ble  to  the  widenefs  of 
mouth,  though  it  is  deep  enough  farther  in  :  but 
BB  thence  to  Chagre,  the  whole  length  of  this  coaft, 
r  arc  little  better  than  brooks.  The  river  of  Chagre 
4  pretty  confiderable'-,  for  it  has  a  long  bending  coaft, 

rifing 
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fifing  as  it  dpes  from  the  Couth  and  eaft  part  of  the 
ifthnius,  and  at  fuch  a  diftance  from  its  out-let.  But 
in  general,  the  north-coaft  is  plentifully  watered ;  yet 
it  is  chiefly  with  fprings  and  rivulets,  trickling  down 
from  the  neighbouring  hills. 

The  foil  on  this  north-coaft  is  various :  generally 
it  is  good  land,  rifmg  in  hills;  but  to  the  fea  there 
are  here  and  there  fwamps,  yet  fcldom  above  half  a 
mile  broad. 

To  the  weftward  of  the  cape,  at  the  entrance  of 
the  river  Darien,  is  another  fine  fandy  bay.  In  the 
cod  of  it  lies  a  little,  low,  fwampy  ifland;  about 
which  it  is  fhoal  water  and  dirty  ground,  not  fit  for 
(hipping ;  and  the  fhore  of  the  ifthmus  behind  and 
about  it,  is  fwampy  land  overgrown  with  mangroves, 
till  after  three  or  four  miles  the  land  afcends  to  the 
main  ridge.  But  though  the  cod  of  this  bay  be  fo 
bad,  yet  the  entrance  of  it  is  deep  water,  and  hard 
'fandy  bottom,  excellent  for  anchorage  -,  and  has  three 
iflands  lying  before  ir,  which  make  it  an  extraordi- 
nary good  harbour. 

From  theie  ifianJs,  and  the  low  fwampy  point  op- 
pofite  to  them,  the  (hore  runs  norch-wefterly  to  point 
Samballas  ;  and  for  tlx  firft  three  Icac^ues,  it  is  pruard- 
ed  with  a  riff  of  rocks,  fomc  above,  and  fome  under 
water,  where  a  boat  cannot  go  afnore.  At  the  north- 
weft  end  of  thefe  rocks,  is  a  fine  little  fandy  bay,  with 
g^od  anchoring  and  landing,  as  is  reported  by  fcvc- 
ral  privateers. 

All  along  from  hence  to  point  Samballas,  lie  the 
Samballoes  iOands,  a  great  multitude  of  them  fcattcr- 
ing  in  a  row,  and  collaterally  too,  at  very  unequal 
diftances,  fome  of  one,  fome  two,  or  two  miles  and 
a  half  from  the  ftiore,  and  from  one  another  -,  \/hich, 
with  the  adjacent  ftiore,  its  hills  and  perpetual  woods, 
make  a  lovely  landfcape  off  ac  fea.  In  this  long 
channel,  on  the  infide  of  fome  or  other  of  thole  littk 
keys  or  illands,  be  the  winds  how  they  will,  you  never 
fail  of  a  good  place  for  any  number  of  fliips  to  ndc. 
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at  I  fo  that  this  was  the  greateft  rendezvous  of  tlie' 
privateers  on  this  coaft :  but  chiefly  La  Sound's  key; 
or  Springer's  key,  eipecially  if  they  {bUd  any  time 
here. 

The  long  channel  between  the  Samballbes  aAd  the 
ifthrnus  is  of  two,  three,  and  four  miles  breadth  \ 
and  die  fiiore  of  the  iftKmus  is  partly  fahdy  bays,  ana 
partly  mangrove  land,  quite  to  point  Samballas.  The 
mountains  are  much  at  the  fame  diftance  of  fix  of 
fcvto  miles  from  the  fliore ;  but  a(x)ut  the  river  of 
Conceptioh,  which  comes  out  ^bout  a  iiiile  or  two  to 
the  eaftward  of  La  Sound's  Key,  tHe.maiil  ridge  is 
fomewhat  farther  diftaht.  Many  little  brdbks  fall 
into  the  fea  on  either  fide  of  that  river,  tod  the  out- 
lets arfe  fome  of  them  in  the  fandy  bay,  and  fome  of 
them  among  the  mangrove-land:  the  fwamps  of 
whicli  are  (on  this  coaft)  made  by  the  fait  water, 
fo  that  the  brooks  which  come  out  there  ate 
brackifli  j  but  thofe  in  the  fandy  bay  yield  ver^  fwtet 
water. 

Point  Samballas  is  a  rocky  point,  pretty  long  and 
low  i  and  is  alfo  guarded  with  rocks  for  a  mile  off  at 
fea,  that  it  is  dangerous  coming  near  it.  From  hence 
the  ftiore  runs  weft,  and  a  little  northerly  quite  to 
Portobello.  About  three  leagues  weftward  from  this 
point  lies  Port  Scrivan.  The  coaft  between  tHem  is 
all  rocky,  and  the  country  within  land  all  woody,  as 
in  other  parts. 

Port  Scrivan  is  a  good  harbour,  when  you  are  gotr 
into  it  •,  but  the  entrance  of  it,  which  is  fcarce  a  for- 
)oi^  over,  is  fo  bcfet  with  rocks  on  each  fide,  but 
cfpecially  to  the  eaft,  that  it  is  very  dangerous  going 
iii :  nor  doth  there  feem  to  be  a  depth  of  water  fuf 
ficient  to  admit  veffcls  of  any  bulk,  there  being  m 
inoft  places  but  eight  or  nine  feet  water.  The  infidc* 
of  the  harbour  goes  pretty  deep  within  the  land  •,  and 
as  there  is  good  riding  in  a  fandy  bottom,  efpecially 
at  the  cod  of  it,  which  is  alfo  fruitful  land,  arid  has 
«»ood  frefli  water,  fo  there  is  good  laridirig  too  oh  the 
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eaft  and  fouth,  where  the  country  is  low  for  two  or 
three  miles,  and  very  firm  land  :  but  the  weft-fide  is 
a  fwamp  of  red  mangroves. 

From  Port  Scrivan  to  the  place  where  ftood  for- 
merly the  city  ef  Nombre  de  Dios,  it  is  further  weft- 
ward  about  feven  or  eight  leagues.  The  land  be- 
tween is  very  uneven,  with  fmall  hills  fteep  againft 
the  fea.  The  (ituatioo  of  it  feems  to  have  been  but 
very  indiflFcrent,  the  bay  befpre  it  lying  open  to  the 
fea,  and  affording  little  fhelter  for  fhipping ;  which  I 
have  heard  was  one  reafon  why  the  Spaniards  forfook 
it :  and  another,  probably,  was  the  unhealthinefs  of 
the  cowntry  itfelf,  it  being  fuch  low  fwampy  land,  and 
very  fickly ;  fo  that  the  Spaniards  were  certainly  much 
in  the  right,  for  quitting  this  place  to  fettle  at  Porto- 
bello  :  which  though.it  be  alfo  an  unhealthy  place, 
yet  has  it  the  advantage  of  a  very  good  and  defenftble 
harbour. 

About  a  mile  or  two  to  the  wcftward  of  thefe  iflands, 
at  the  mouth  of  the  bay  of  Nombre  dc  Dios,  and 
about  half  a  mile  or  more  from  the  fhore,  lie  a  few 
iflands  called  the  Baftimentos  ;  for  the  moft  part  pret- 
ty  high,  and  one  peeked,  and  all  cloathed  with  woods. 
The  bottom  affords  a  good  anchorage  •,  and  there  is 
a  good  coming  in  with  the  fea-wind  between  the  eaft- 
ermoft  ifland  and  the  next  to  it,  and  going  out  with 
the  land-wind  the  fame  way ;  this  being  the  chief  paf- 
fage.  Further  weft,  before  you  come  to  Portobello, 
lie  two  fmall  iflands,  flat,  and  without  wood  or  wa- 
ter. They  are  pretty  clofe  together ;  and  they  are 
environed  with  rocks  toward  the  fea:  they  lie  fo 
near  the  ifthmus  that  there  is  but  a  narrow  channel 
between,  not  fit  for  fliips  to  come  into. 

The  fhore  of  the  ifthmus  hereabout  confifts  moftly 
of  fandy  bays,  after  you  arc  paft  a  ridge  of  rocks 
that  run  out  from  the  bay  of  Nombre  dc  Dies,  point- 
ing toward  the  Baftimentoes.  Beyond  tlie  Baftimen- 
toes  to  Portobello,  the  coaft  is  generally  rocky.  With- 
in land  the  country  is  full  of  high  and  fteep  hills, 
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very  good  land ;  mod  woody,  unlefs  where  cleared 
for  plantations  by  Spanilh  Indians,  tributary  to  Por- 
tobello,  whither  they  go  to  church.  And  thefe  are  the 
firft  fettleinents  on  this  coaft  under  the  Spanilh  go- 
vern rftenr.  In  all  the  reft  of  the  north- fide  of  the 
ifthmas,  which  I  have  defcribed  hitherto,  the  Spa- 
niards had  neither  command  over  the  Indians,  nor 
commerce  with  them  while  I  was  there,  though  there 
are  Indians  inhabiting  all  along  the  continent-,  yet 
one  has  told  me  fince,  that  the  Spaniards  have  won 
them  over  to  them. 

Portobcllo  is  a  very  fair,  large  and  commodious 
harbour,  affording  good  anchoring  and  good  Iheltcr 
for  ftiip5,  having  a  narrow  rtouth,  and  fpreading 
wider  within.  The  galleons  from  Spain  find  good 
riding  here  during  the  time  of-  their  bufinefs  at  Por- 
tobelTo ;  for  from  hence  they  take  in  fuch  of  the  trea- 
fures  of-  Peru  as  are  brought  thither  over  larid  froM 
Panama. 

The  country  beyond  this  weftward,  to  the  mouth 
of  the  river  Chagre,  I  have  feen  oflF  at  fea :  but  nOt 
having  been  afhore  there,  I  can  give  no  other  account 
of  it,  but  only  that  it  is  partly  hilly,  and  near  the 
fea  very  fwampy :  and  I  have  heard  by  feveral  that 
there  is  no  communication  between  Pdrtobello  and 
the  mouth  of  that  river. 

Having  thus  furveyed  the  north-coafl:  of  the  ifth- 
mus,  I  fliall  take  a  light  view  of  the  fouth  alfo :  but 
I  ftiall  the  Icfs  need  to  be  particular  in  it,  becaufe 
Mr.  Dampicr  hath  in  fome  meafure  defcribed  this 
part  of  it  in  his  voyage  round  the  world. 

To  bt'gin  therefore  from  Point  Garachina,  which 
makes  the  weft-fide  of  the  mouth  of  die  river  of 
Sambo,  this  point  is  pretty  high  faft  land  -,  but  with- 
in towarJ  the  river,  it  is  low,  drowned  mangrove, 
and  fo  are  all  the  points  of  bnd  to  Cape  St.  Lorenzo. 

The  river  of  Sambo  I  have  not  feen  :  but  it  is  faid 
to  be  a  pretty  large  river.  Its  mouth  opens  to  the 
no:t!i  5  and  from  thence  to  the  coaft  bears  norrh-ealt 
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to  the  gulph  of  St.  Michael.  This  gulph  is  made 
by  the  out-lets  of  feveral  rivers ;  *  the  moft  noted  of 
which  are  the  river  of  Santa  Maria,  and  the  river  of 
Congo :  though  there  are  others  of  a  confiderable 
bigriefs. 

The  next  to  the  gold  river  is  that  of  Santa  Maria^ 
to  called  ftom  the  town  of  that  name  feated  on  the 
fouth -fide  of  it,  at  a  good  diftance  from  the  fea. 
This  is  but  a  new  town,  being  built  by  the  Spaniards 
of  Panama,  partly  for  a  garrifcn  and  magazine  of 
proviGon,  and  partly  for  quarters  of  refrefliment,  and 
a  retiring-place  for  their  workmen  in  the  gold  river. 
The  country  all  about  here  is  woddy  and  low,  and 
very  unhealthy ;  the  rivers  being  fo  oozy,  that  the 
Sinking  mud  infcfts  the  air:  the  little  village  of 
Scuchadero  lies  on  the  right-fide  of  the  river  of  Santa 
Maria,  near  the  mouth  of  it. 

Between  Scuchadero  and  Cape  St.  Lorenzo,  which 
makes  the  north-fide  of  the  gulph  of  St.  Michael, 
the  river  of  Congo  falls  into  the  gulph  -,  which  river 
is  made  up  of  many  rivulets,  that  fall  from  the  neigh- 
bouring hills,  and  join  into  one  ftream.  The  mouth 
of  it  is  muddy,  and  bare  for  a  great  way  at  low- 
water,  unlcfs  juft  the  depth  of  the  channel ;  and  it 
affords  little  entertainment  for  (hipping.  But  further 
in,  the  river  is  deep  enough ;  lo  that  (hips  coming  in 
at  high  water  might  find  it  a  very  good  harbour,  if 
they  had  any  bufinefs  here.  The  gulph  itfelf  hath  feve- 
ral iQands  in  it ;  and  up  and  down  in  and  about  them, 
there  is  in  many  places  very  good  riding ;  for  the  molt 
part  in  oozy  ground. 

North  of  this  gulph  is  a  fmall  creek  ;  and  the  land 
between  thefe  is  partly  fuch  mangrove-land  a?  the 
other,  and  partly  fandy  bays.  From  thence  the  1  md 
runs  further  on  north,  but  gently  benvimg  to  the; 
weft:  and  this  coaft  alfo  is  much  (uch  a  mixture  of 
mangrove-land  and  fandy  bay  quite  to  the  riv^r 
Cheapo ;  and  in  many  places  there  are  (holes,  ibr  a 
mile,  or  half  a  nule  off  at  fca.     In  feveral  parts  of 
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this  coaft,  at  about  five  or  fix  miles  diftance  from  the 
Ihorc  there  are  finall  hills ;  and  the  whole  country  is 
covered  with  woods.  I  know  but  one  river  worth 
obferving  between  Congo  and  Cheapo.  Cheapo  is  a 
confiderable  river,  but  has  no  good  entering  into  it 
for  flioles.  Its  courfe  is  long,  rifing  near  the  North 
Sea,  and  pretty  far  from  toward  the  eaft.  About 
this  river  the  country  fomething  changes  its  face,  be- 
ing favannah  on  the  weft-fide ;  though  the  eaft-fidc 
is  wood-land,  as  the  other.  Cheapo  town  ftands  on 
the  weft-fide,  at  fome  diftance  from  the  fea  j  but  is 
fmall,  and  of  no  great  confequence.  Its  chief  fup- 
port  is  from  the  pafturage  of-  black  cattle  in  the 
favannahs. 

Between  the  river  of  Cheapo  and  Panama,  further 
weft,  are  three  rivers,  of  no  great  confequence,  ly- 
ing open  to  the  fea.  The  land  between  is  low  even 
land,  and  moft  of  it  dry,  and  covered  here  and  there 
by  the  fea,  with  ftiort  bulhes.  Near  the  moft  weft- 
«rly  of  thcfe  old  Panama  was  feated,  once  a  large  city  5 
but  nothing  now  remains  of  it  befides  rubbifli,  and 
a  few  houfes  of  poor  people. 

About  a  league  to  the  weft  of  Panama  is  another 
river,  which  is  pretty  large,  and  is  called  by  fome 
Rio  Grande.  It  is  (heal  at  the  entrance,  and  runs 
ver)'  fwift  -,  and  fo  is  not  fit  for  fliipping.  On  the 
weft-banks  of  it  are  plantations  of  iugar  j  but  the 
ftiore  from  hence  beginning  to  trend  away  to  the  fouth- 
ward  again,  I  ftiall  here  fix  my  weftern  boundary 
to  the  South  Sea  coaft  of  the  iilhmus,  and  go  no 
farther  in  the  defcription  of  it. 

The  ftiore  between  Point  Garachina  and  this  river, 
and  io  on  further  to  Punta  Mala,  makes  a  very  regu- 
lar, and  more,  than  I'emicircular  bay,  called  by  the  name 
of  the  Lay  of  Panama.  In  this  are  fevcral  as  fine 
ifiands,  as  are  any  where  to  be  found :  the  Kings  or 
Pearl  Iflands,  P;tcheque,  Chepelio,  Perica,  &c.  with 
great  variety  of  good  riding  for  Ihips.  It  is  a  very 
noble  delightful  bay  ;  and  as  it  affords  good  anchor- 
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tagr  and  {btksr.  So  thr  itandi  alit  vi-ic  cimn  of 
wood,  Viirr,  fruiiL.  f:»vL^  ani  hog^-  i jt tnt  arcDm- 
modzrion  of  Ihipping 

The  woods  of  ihi?  c?unr^  a-^t  nx  zht-  !hmt  or.  ::it 
tops  or  fiirs  of  ih*  hil'ih  in  ihr  iiiiar-i  rL»::nrr-. .  as 
thcrv  arc  near  the  im.  :  f  jr  in  thr  d-:r-  a:.:  rr/j't  rifinr 
inlLnd  couTitrr,  tiit  wood:-  art:  raiiir- 1  -:"r^  Tors£  of 
t:n:bcr-trct:s,  or  a  drrigrrful  gri'vt  ;  f  trft:  o:  ifvmL 
kinds,  TCTT  larce  -:,:i  inIL  vrh  :::ii:  o*  n:  unarr- 
wood  ;  and  iht  trcts  lt*-  riaie:  ^:  fui:.  l  difiancr  rroni 
each  orhtr,  a:  that  z  hjn-  !r.  irr.:  r'^'i.-r  an?'::ir  tr.^rnj 
for  a  grcLt  wry,  ar-:.  :r:-zi:rit  ihirn:  v.til  ta»i.  Tiis 
topi  c«f  rif  ^'t:  rrt^.T  L"t  gmr^a'h-  vtry  .a-re  and  fiartsi- 
ing;  ar-d,  I  prc^.rrt.  h  is  tni:  fna..*:  anc  d-ypping 
of  thtfr  xrr.ki  hinic'  L-y  thing  irlK:  froir.  ETDwinr  id 
the  rizh  gro-nd  arrjinL  irit-r:. 

The  vraibrr  is  r~ucb  the  ianr  hrre  a?  it  othsr 
places  of  rhe  Torrid  Z:>ne  i::  t:,i>  iiiiif.iae.  bx  in- 
cjirL-:g  rather  to  the  we:  extreme.  Tut  jeaTjr  o:  rains 
beg.ns  in  April  or  May;  anz  fj^ns:  tiie  ni''n:h:  of 
June,  July  and  Aurufr.  AbDJt  Setiten^.ber  :::e  r*::r.L 
be^'n  to  abate ;  bj:  i:  i'-^  Nove-r-ii.-  or  I^irt^riiOt:-, 
and,  it  ETiSy  be,  pir:  of  Tiiruarv  ere  :'ir'.   n-e  rui.e 

tcr  t«'0-third.s  ::  njt  I'-rt-t  cv.zr.*::-:  u*  fit  -ti;'.  Yr: 
at  certain  in•e-\•I^^.  t-'/r-.  ir.  :::t  v. rr.r'':  •'j:'  tn*.  -rur-j-.. 
there  vri.l  be  lerer::  f.-i'  ci*. .  !r::v-T!:::v:^-  v:::.  •^:.v 
tornado?  or  tr'j-or'-rri'jw»r-'  :  ::m  :r;r.  r''- vi^mv: 
for  2  week  t'^eethe-.  T'lf'r  '•  •jn..*-:-.':i:v.r-:  i2'.:.'t 
u'uaily  zftrifDle  wr.z.  :v  r-.-^   :  •-.■jl:    z-rrF:-^!:  f.^ 

the  hc£:  :  bi::  the-  tbii  v  -,:;  :\i._  .-.j.-  -.-,-  :-rv:  '.  '  :v.' 
conr.n'jef  forelt.  :V:-  rr:::-.-:-   '  i'  :":♦,•>■•':'.. r  t  i- 
the  rsin  intlf.     Y^-i-rr.  f-r  :':!•-■■  r'   ij    I'lr'.   \'.  .' 
hear  2  grcii  *v:v  ::/jr:"-r:  :  .^  :— .:i.-:*':-  V  •   .:'    .  ■ 

hifTinr  or  fhnri:"^2?  ''»''r.iLri  ::-.^  vir.t-  -  i-::".  '■.■.•.:. 
and   unf'.rzf-r.:.     Vih:--.   :-::    -t  r.v   ;i.!:    l-tj'.-- :•    -.t 
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the  Roods  cauied  by  them  often  bear  down  trees ;  as 
I  obfcrved  in  relating  my  paflage  over  land.  Thefe 
will  often  barricade  and  diam  up  the  river,  till  it  is 
cleared  by  another  flood  that  wttl  fet  the  trees  all 
afioat  again.  « Sometimes  alio  the  floods  run  over  a 
broad  pL.n  -,  and  for  the  time  make  it  all  like  one 
great  lake.  The  cooled  time  here  is  about  our 
Chriflmas,  when  the  fair  weather  is  coming  on. 

The  Indian  inhabitants  of  the  ifthmus  are  not  very 
numerous,  but  they  live  thickeft  on  the  north-fide, 
ef^^ecially  along  the  fides  of  the  rivers.  The  wild 
Indians  of  the  fouth-fide  live  mod  toward  Peru : 
but  there  are  Indians  fcattered  up  and  down  all 
parts  of  the  ifthmus. 

Both  men  and  women  pride  themfelv^  much  in  the 
length  of  the  hair  of  the  head  -,  and  they  frequently 
part  it  with  their  fingers,  to  keep  it  difentangled ;  or 
comb  it  out  with  a  fort  of  combs  they  make  of  ma- 
caw-wood. This  comb  is  made  of  feveral  fmall 
flicks,  of  about  five  or  fix  inches  long,  and  taper- 
i/ig  to  a  point  at  each  end  like  ^our  glovers  fticks. 
Tiiefc  being  tied  ten  or  twelve  of  them  together 
about  the  middle  where  they  are  thick,  the  extremi- 
ties of  them  both  ways  open  from  each  other,  and 
fcrvc  at  cither  end  for  a  comb  •,  which  does  well 
enougli  to  part  tlie  hair,  but  they  are  forced  to  ufc 
their  lingers  to  fetch  the  lice  out  of  their  heads. 
They  take  great  delight  in  combing  their  hair,  and 
will  do  it  for  an  hour  together.  All  other  hair,  ex- 
cept that  of  their  eye-brows  and  eye-lids,  they  eradi- 
cate :  for  though  the  men  have  beards,'  if  they  would 
let  them  grow,  yet  they  always  have  them  rooted 
but ;  3nd  the  women  .  are  the  operators  for  all  this 
work,  ufing  two  little  flicks  for  that  purpofe,  between 
which  they  pinch  the  hair,  and  pluck  it  up.  But 
the  men  upon  fome  occafions  cut  off  the  hair  even  of 
their  heads ;  it  being  a  cuftom  they  have  to  do  fo  by 
way  cf  triumph,  ai::l  as  a  dilllnguifhing  mark  of  ho- 
nour to  him  who  lias  killed  a  Spaniard,  or  other  ene* 
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my.  Ue  alfo  then  paints  himfelf  black  (which  is  not 
ufual  ^pon  aay  other  occafion)  continuing  painted  of 
this  qblour  till  the  firft  new  moon  (as  I  remember) 
after  the  fa&  is  done. 

Their  natural  complexion  is  a  copper-colour,  or 
orange- tawney  ;  and  their  eye-brows  are  naturally 
black  as  jet.  They  ufe  no  art  to  deepen  the  colour 
either  of  their  eye-brows  or  the  hair  of  their  head  5 
but  they  daub  it  with  oil  to  make  it  (hine :  for,. like 
other  Indians,  they  anoint  themfelves  all  over. 

There  is  one  complexion  lb  Angular  among  a  fore 
of  people  of  this  country,  that  1  never  faw  nor  heard 
jof  any  like  them  in  any  part  of  the  world.  The  ac- 
count will  feem  ftrange  •,  but  any  privateers  who  have 
gone  over  the  ifthmus  mull  have  fcen  them,  and  can 
acted  the  main  of  what  I  am  going  to  relate,  thougb 
few  have  had  the  opportunity  of  fo  particular  an  in- 
formation about  thele  people  as  1  have  had.  They 
are  white,  and  there  are  of  them  of  both  {txc% ;  yet 
there  are  but  few  of  them  in  comparifon  of  the  cop- 
per-coloured, poflibly  but  one  to  two  or  three  hun- 
,dred.  They  differ  from  the  other  Indians  chiefly  in 
refped  of  colour,  though  not  in  that  only.  Their 
Ikins  are  not  of  fuch  a  white  as  fair  people  among 
Europeans,  with  fome  tindture  of  a  bliuTi  or  fanguine 
jcomplexion  >  neither  yet  is  their  complexion  like  that 
of  our  paler  people,  but*tis  rather  a  milk  white,  lighter 
than  the  colour  of  any  Europeans,  and  much  like  tliat 
of  a  white  horfe. 

There  is  this  further  remarkable  in  them,  that  their 
-bodies  are  befet  all  over,  more  or  lels,  with  a  fine 
.ihort  milk-white  down,  which  adds  to  the  whitenels 
of  their  fkins.  Their  eye-brows  are  milk-white  alfo, 
and  fo  is  theiiair  of  their  heads,  and  very  fine  withal, 
about  the  length  of  fix  or  eight  inches,  and  inclining 
to  a  curl. 

They  are  not  fo  big  as  the  other  Indians ;  and  what 
is  yet  more  ftrange,  their  eye-lids  bend  and  open  in 
an  oblong  figure,  pointing  downward  at  the  corners, 
5i)d  forming  an  arch  or  figure  of  a  crefcent  with  rhe 

F  4.  \;cim\.^ 
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{)oints  downward.  From  hence,  and  from  their  fcc^ 
ng  (o  clrar  as  thty  do  in  a  moon-lhiny  night,  we  iifcd 
to  call  them  Moon-eyed.  For  they  fee  not  very  well 
in  the  fun,  poring  in  the  cleared  day  ;  their  eyes  be- 
ing but  weak,  and  running  with  water  if  the  fun 
Ihine  toward  them  :  fo  chat  in  the  day-time  they  care 
not  to  go  abroad,  unlefs  it  be  a  cloudy  dark  day.  Be- 
fide,  they  are  but  a  weak  people  in  comparifon  of  the 
other  -,  and  not  fit  for  hunting  or  other  laborious  eX- 
crcife,  nor  do  they  delight  in  any  fuch.  But  not^ 
withftanding  their  being  thus  fluggifh,  and  dull, 
in  the  day-time,  yet  when  moon  fhiny  nights  eome, 
they  are  all  life  and  adtivity,  running  abroad  in- 
to the  woods,  fkipping  about  like  wild' bucks; 
and  running  as  faft  by  moonlight,  even  in  the  gloom 
and  fhade  of  the  woods,  as  the  other  Indians  by  day ; 
being  as  nimble  as  they,  though  not  fo  ftrong  and 

lufty. 

The  copper-coloured  Indians  feem  not  to  refpefl: 
thefe  fo  much  as  thofe  of  their  own  complexion, 
looking  on  them  as  fomewhat  monftrous.  They  are 
not  a  dillinft  race  by  themfelves,  but  now  and  then 
one  is  bred  of  a  copper-coloured  father  and  mother ; 
and  I  have  fcen  a  child  of  lefs  than  a  year  old  of  this 
fort.  Some  would  be  apt  to  fufptft  they  miglit  be 
the  offspring  of  ibme  European  father :  but  befide 
that  the  Europeans  come  little  here,  and  have  little 
commerce  wit!i  the  Indian  women  when  they  do  come, 
thefc  white  people  aie  as  different  from  the  Europeans 
in  fome  refpcfts,  as  from  the  copper-coloured  Indians 
in  Others.  And  bcfide,  where  an  European  li« 
with  an  InJiiUi  womr^n,  the  child  is  always  a  Moftefe, 
or  Tawrcy,  as  is  '.veil  known  to  all  v.  ho  have  been  in 
the  Wert  Indies.  But  neither  is  the  child  of  a  man 
and  woman  of  thefe  ^^hi^e  Invlians,  whne  like  the  pa- 
rens, !-UCcci  pjfr-coloured  -s  their  grand  parents  were. 
Fc:  roIi*".Cvnra  K-ld  me;  and  c^ve  me  this  as  his 
conjcih^re  how  thefc  came  to  be  whice,  that  it  was 
throu^*"  :he  fo  ce  of  ihe  nx-ther's  in^ag'nation,  look- 
ing  on  the  moon  at  the  time  of  ciic  conception :  but 
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this  I  leave  others  to  judge.     He  told  mc  withal,  that 
they  were  but  Ihort-lived, 

Both  thefe  and  the  copper-coloured  Indians  ufc 
painting  theu"  bodies,  even  of  the  fucking  children 
fometimcs.  They  make  figures  of  birds,  beafts^ 
men,  trees,  or  the  like,  up  and  down  in  every  part  of 
the  body,  more  efpecially  the  face :  but  the  figures 
are  nor  extraordinary  like  what  they  reprefent,  and 
are  of  diftering  dimenfions,  as  their  fancies  lead  them. 

But  finer  ligures,  efpecially  by  their  greater  artifts, 
are  i:r printed  deeper,  after  this  manner.  They  firft 
with  the  brufh  and  colour  make  a  rough  draught  c£ 
the  figure  they  defign  •,  then  they  prick  all  over  with 
a  iharp  thorn  ull  the  blood  guflies  out  •,  then  they 
rub  vhe  place  with  their  hands,  firft  dipped  in  their 
co!  ..ur  they  defign  ;  and  the  pifture  fo  made  is  inde- 
lible :  but  fcarce  one  in  forty  of  them  is  painted 
this  w-ay. 

They  wear  no  cloaths  ordinarily ;  but  only  the 
wooien  have  a  clout  or  piece  of  cloth  about  their 
middle,  tied  behind  with  a  thread  and  hanging  down 
to  their  knees  or  ancles,  if  they  can  gee  one  large 
enough.  They  make  thcfe  of  cotton  5  but  fometimes 
they  meet  with  fome  old  cloaths  got  by  trucking  with 
their  neighbouring  Indians  fubjeft  to  the  Spaniards ; 
and  of  thefc  they  are  very  proud. 

Yet  the  men  alfo  have  a  value  for  cloaths,  and  if 
any  of  them  had  an  old  (hirt  given  him  by  any  of  us> 
he  would  be  furc;  to  wear  it,  and  ftrut  about  at  no 
ordinary  rate.  Befide  this  they  have  a  fort  of  long 
cotton  garments  of  their  own,  fome  white,  others  of 
a  rufty  black,  ihaped  like  our  carters  frocks,  hang- 
ing down  to  their  heels,  with  a  fringe  of  the  fame 
of  cotton  about  a  fpan  long,  -and  Ihort,  wide,  open 
fleevcs,  reaching  but  to  the  middle  of  their  arms. 
Thefe  garments  they  put  on  over  their  heads  -,  but 
they  are  worn  only  on  ibme  great  occalions,  as  attend- 
ing the  king  or  chief,  either  at  a  feaft,  a  v/edding  efpe- 
cially ;  or  fitting  in  council,  or  the  like.  They  don't 
warch  in  them :  but  the  women  carry  thefe  and  their 
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other  ornaments  in  baflvcts  after  them ;  which  they 
j)ut  on  when  they  come  to  the  place  of  affembly,  and 
there  make  thcmfelves  as  fine  as  they  can.  When 
tli'jy  arc.  tlius  aflcmblcd,  they  will  fomctimes  walk 
about  the  place  or  plantation  where  they  are,  with 
thcie  their  robes  on :  and  I  once  faw  Lacenta  thus 
walking;  about  witli  two  or  three  hundred  of  ihefe  at- 
tending!; hitn,  as  it  he  was  muftering  them ;  and  I 
took  notice  tliat  thole  in  the  black  gowns  walked  be- 
fore hini,  and  the  white  after  him,  each  having  their 
lanc*os  of  the  Tame  colour  with  their  robes. 

h\n'  an  ornaiiient  to  the  face,  befide  their  general 
jMinting  and  daubing  their  cheeks  widi  red  when  they 
i\o  to  war,  the  men  wear  at  all  times  a  piece  of  plate 
iungins^  over  their  mouths,  generally  of  filver,  but 
the  prliA'ipal  men  have  it  of  g-'^ld.  It  is  of  an  oval 
fii\uix%  Covering  the  mouth  from  corner  to  corner  j 
a.ui  t!i.s  is  the  length  of  it :  it  reaches  fj  low  as  to  lie 
\H\>:i  ihw*  r.'ui.rlip  with  i:s  lowrfi  ace  ;  and  there  is 
,\  ;  ioce  1 1*:  o;::  or  thi*  i:^^riT-fidc\  r.e^r  the  cxtreiriiy 
of  ;: ;  >^!^vh  oJ>:e  I'c.ru  Cut  aijr.iicr,  thewhjler'iie 
IS  '»/r^;'  the  rcv'.re  of  a  h.':l:"-r.'joon,  or.;v  i.-rliri  r.;:  i::o:e 
t^  ^11  oval;  an.:  c^/Uv  rinchrn;:  t;:ie  brijir  of  :ac 
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Both  men  smd  women,  at  iplemn  iijegls  ^r  &a(b» 
5¥h€fi  they  wear  their  larger  places  pr  ru^,  take 
them  out  and  lay  them  afide  till  they  h^ve  dooe  eat- 
iDg ',  whep  rubbing  them  vetj  clem  and  bright,  tl^y 
put  them  in  again. 

The  king  or  chief,  and  ibme  few  of  tii^e  great  ones, 
^t  extraordinary  times,  Wear  in  each  ear,  faftened  to 
a  ring  there,  two  laige  gpld  pUte3,  one  hanging  be- 
fore to  the  breaft,  and  the  other  behind  on  the  £ouU 
der.  They  are  about  a  fpan  long^  of  an  heart-falhion* 
(as  that  is  commonly  painted)  with  the  point  dowi>T 
ward ',  having  on  the  uppier  part  a  narrow  plate  or 
labd,  about  three  or  four  inches  long,  by  a  hole 
which  it  ^angs  to  the  ring  in  the  ear.  It  wears  great 
boles  in  the  ears  by  frequent  ufe. 

I  once  iaw  Lacenta  in  a  great  council,  wear  a  dia- 
dem of  gold-plate,  like  a  band  about  his  head,  eight 
or  nine  inches  broad,  jagged  at  the  top  lil^e  the  teeth 
of  a  faw,  and  lined  on  the  infide  with  a  netrwork  of 
imall  canes.  And  all  the  armed  men,  who  then  at« 
tended  him  in  council,  wore  on  their  heads  fuch  a 
band ;  but  like  a  bafket  of  canes,  and  fo  jagged, 
wrought  fine,  and  painted  very  handfomely,  for  the 
mod  part  red,  but  not  covered  over  with  a  gold-plate 
as  Lacepta's  was.  The  top  of  thefe  was  fct  round 
with  long  feathers,  of  feveral  of  the  moft  beautiful 
birds,  ftuck  upright  in  a  ring  or  crown :  but  Lacenta 
liad  no  feathers  on  his  diadem. 

Bcfide  thefe  particular  ornaments,  there  are  yet 
other  general  oircs  which  they  all  wear,  men,  women, 
and  children  of  feven  or  eight  years  old,  in  propor- 
tion to  their  age.  Thefe  are  feveral  firings  or  chains 
of  teeth,  (hells,  beads,  or  the  like,  hanging  from 
the  neck  down  upon  the  br^aft,  and  to  the  pit  of  the 
ftomach. 

But  for  the  reft  of  them,  both  men  and  women, 
they  wear  not  any  teeth,  but  only  a  few  Icattering 
fometinies  herfc  aiid  there  in  the  chains  among  the 
reft  of  the  baubles.    £^ch  of  th^m  has,  it  may  be. 
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about  the  neck,  three  or  four  hundred  firings  of 
t>eads,  {hells,  or  the  like;  but  thefe  di^dcd  into 
fcven  or  eight  ranks,  and  the  firings  of  each,  by  be- 
ing a  little  about  one  another,  make,  as  it  were;  fo 
many  ropes  of  them. 

Several  houfes  in  a  village  or  neighbourhood,  have 
one  war-houfe  or  fort  in  common  to  them  ;  which  is 
generally  at  leaft  120  or  130  foot  long,  about  25 
broad,  the  wall  about  nine  or  ten  feet  high  ;  and  in 
all  to  the  top  of  the  ridge  about  twenty  feet,  and 
covered  with  leaves  as  their  other  houfes.  The  fides 
and  ends  of  thefe  war-houfes  are  full  of  holes,  each 
about  as  wide  as  one's  fid ;  but  made  here  and  there 
at  random  in  no  regular  figure  or  order.  Out  of  thefe 
they  view  an  approaching  enemy,  and  (hoot  their  ar- 
rows. They  have  no  way  of  flanking  an  enemy. 
Thefe  houfes  are  always  feated  on  a  level,  on  the 
nap  or  edge  of  a  gentle  hill ;  and  they  clear  the 
coaft  of  woods  and  (hrubs,  for  a  bow-ftiot  quite 
round  it.  There  is  a  door- way  at  each  end  ;  and  to 
barricade  it,  a  fort  of  door  made  of  macaw-wood  and 
bamboes,  both  fplit  and  bound  together  with  withs ; 
it  is  about  a  foot  thick  :  this  they  have  ready  to  let 
up  againft  an  enemy's  entrance,  and  two  or  three  pofts 
in  the  ground  to  fupport  it.  It  is  a  great  inconveni- 
ence of  thefe  fores  that  they  are  eafily  fet  on  fire  ^  and 
the  Spaniards  (hoot  into  the  thatch,  arrows  with  long 
flianks,  made  red  hot,  for  that  purpofe.  There  » 
ufually  a  family  of  Indians  living  in  the  war-houfe, 
as  a  guard  to  it,  and  to  keep  it  clean  :  and  they  are 
always  kept -pretty  neat,  as  their  private  houfes  alfo 
arc.  The  war-houfes  ferve  them  alfo  to  hold  their 
councils,  or  other  general  meetings. 

Thefe  Indians  have  tobacco  among  them.  It  grows 
as  the  tobacco  in  Virginia,  but  is  not  fo  ftrong :  per- 
haps for  want  of  tranfplanting  and  manuring,  which 
the  Indians  do  not  well  underftand ;  for  they  only 
raife  it  from  the  feed  in  their  plamations.  When  it 
is  dried  and  cured,  they  ftrip  it  from  the  ftalks,  and 

laying 
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laying  two  or  three  leaves  upon  one  another,  they  roll 
up  all  together  fide  ways  into  a  long  roll,  yet  leaving 
a  little  hollow.  Round  this  they  roll  other  leaves  one 
after  another,  in  the  fame  manner,  but  clofe  and  hard» 
till  the  roll  be  as  big  as  one's  wrift,  and  two  or  three 
feet  in  length.  Their  way  of  fmoaking  when  they 
are  in  company  together,  is  thus ;  a  boy  lights  one 
end  of  a  roll  and  burns  it  to  a  coal,  wetting  the  pare 
next  it  to  keep  it  from  wafting  too  faft.  The  other 
end  he  puts  into  his  mouth,  and  blows  the  fmoak  of 
the  roll  into  the  face  of  every  one  of  the  company 
orcounc'd,  though  there  be  2  or  300  of  them.  Then 
they,  fitting  in  their  ufual  pofture  upon  forms,  make, 
with  their  hands  held  hollow  together,  a  kind  of 
funnel  round  their  mouths  and  noles.  Into  this  they 
receive  the  fmoak  as  it  blows  upon  them,  fnuffing  it 
up  greedily  and  ftrongly,  as  long  as  ever  they  are  able 
to  hold  their  breath;  and  feeming  to  blefs  them- 
felves,  as  it  were,  with  the  refrefhment  it  gives 
them. 

The  men  clear  the  plantations,  and  bring  them 
into  order,  but  the  women  have  all  the  trouble  of 
them  afterwards :  the  digging,  houghing,  planting, 
plucking  the  maize,  and  fetting  yams,  and  every 
thing  of  hufbandry,  is  left  to  them,  but  only  the  cut- 
ting down  trees,  or  fuch  work  that  requires  greater 
ftrcngth.  The  women  alfo  have  the  managing  of  af- 
fairs within  doors ;  for  they  are  in  general  the  drudges 
of  the  family,  efpecially  the  old  women,  for  fuch 
works  as  ihcy  are  able  to  do,  as  cooking,  wafhing, 
or  the  like.  And  abroad  alfo  the  women  are  to  at- 
tend their  hufbands,  and  do  all  their  fervile  work. 
Nay,  they  are  little  better  than  their  pack-horfes,  carry- 
ing all  the  luggage  of  their  houfhold  utcnfils,  viduals, 
&c.  and  when  they  come  to  the  place  where  they 
are  to  lodge,  the  wife  dreffes  fupper,  while  the  man 
hangs  up  the  hammocks  •,  for  each  of  them  lies  in 
their  own  hammock. 

But 
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But  nocwithftanding  the  women  are  pot  thus  to  all 
maAner  of  drudgery  about  the  houfe  and  plantations^ 
and  travelling  abroad,  and  are  little  better  than  flaves^ 
to  their  hulbandi$ ;  yet  they  do  their  work  fo  readily 
and  chearfully,  that  it  appears  to  be  rather  their  own 
choice  than  any  necrflity  laid  upon  them.  They  are 
in  general  very  good  conditioned,  pitiful  and  courte* 
ous  CO  oni  another,  but  efpetially  to  ftrangers ;  ready 
to  give  any  juft  attendance  or  affiftance  they  can. 
They  obfenre  thcif  hulbands  with  a  very  profound  rc- 
fpe£t  and  duty  upon  all  occafions  $  and  on  the  other 
fide,  their  hufbands  are  very  kind  and  loving  to 
them.  I  never  knew  an  Indian  beat  his  wife,  or 
give  her  any  hard  words :  nor  even  in  the  quarrels, 
whith  they  are  wont  to  have  in  their  cups,  do  they 
Ihew  any  roughnefs  toward  their  women  who  attend 
them. 

Befide  thefe  cares,  the  women  have  that  which 
more  immediately  belongs  to  them,  the  care  of  their 
children.  When  a  woman  is  delivered  of  a  chiljd,  ano^ 
ther  Woman  takes  it  into  her  arms  wichin  half  an  hour 
or  lefs  after  it  is  born,  and  takes  the  lying*in  woman 
upon  her  back,  and  goes  with  both  of  them  into  the 
river  and  waflies  them  there.  The  child  for  the  firft 
month  is  tied  upon  a  board,  or  piece  of  macaw- wood 
fplit  (for  that  ferves  them  ufualiy  for  boards,  having 
no  iaws)  and  this  piece  of  wood  is  fwathed  to  thef 
back  of  the  child ;  and  their  children  generally  grow 
very  ftfaight.  When  there  is  occalion  to  clean  the 
child,  they  take  it  off  from  the  board,  and  wafh  it 
with  cold  water ;  and  then  fwathe  it  on  again.  The 
mother  takes  up  the  child  to  give  it  fuck,  board  and 
all,  and  lays  it  down  again  in  a  little  hammock  made 
for  that  purpofe ;  the  upper  part  of  which  is  kept 
open  with  fliort  (licks. 

As  the  children  grow  up,  the  boys  are  bred  to  their 

fathers  exerciles  ;  efpecially  at  fhooting  with  the  bow 

and  arrow,  and  throwing  the  lance :  at  both  which 

6  they 
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they  are  very  expert.  I  have  fecn  things  performed 
by  them  with  a  dexterity  almoft  incredible :  for  in- 
ftance,  a  little  boy  of  about  eight  years  old,  would 
fet  a  cane  up  on  end,  and  going  about  twenty  paces 
from  it,  would  fplit  it  with  a  bow  and  arrow,  and  not 
mifs  once  in  fcveral  eflfays.  This  I  have  feen,  and 
this  is  the  chief  of  their  exercife  :  and  as  they  gene- 
rally accompany  their  fathers  on  hunting,  (cfpecially 
when  about  ten  or  twelve  years  old,  and  big  enough 
to  carry  their  own  provifion,  and  a  calabafh  of  corn-* 
drink)  fo  they  will  flioot  litde  binds  they  meet  with, 
and  ftrike  in  with  the  hunt.  Their  young  children 
they  never  carry  abroad  with  them  on  a  journey,  or 
on  hunting  or  fighting  expeditions.  The  boys, 
when  grown  fomcwhat  oig,  always  go  abroad  with 
the  father  and  mother,  and  do  what  little  fervices 
they  can  -,  but  the  girls  ftay  at  home  with  the  old 
women. 

They  feem  very  fond  of  their  children,  both  fathers 
and  mothers  ;  and  I  have  fcarce  fccn  them  ufe  any  fe- 
verity  toward  them.  And  the  children  are  fufFered 
to  divert  themfelves  which  way  they  will.  Swimming 
in  the  rivers  and  catching  fifh,  is  a  great  exercife  even 
for  the  fmall  boys  and  girls  •,  and  the  parents  alio  ulc 
that  refrefliment.  They  go  quite  naked,  both  boys 
and  girls,  till  the  age  of  puberty. 

The  girls  are  bred  up  by  their  mothers  to  their  do- 
medic  employments.  They  make  them  help  to  drcfb 
the  victuals,  and  fet  them  to  draw  llrih^s  out  of  maho- 
bark,  and  to  beat  filk-grafs,  for  thread,  cordage,  arul 
nets.  They  pick  the  cotton  alio,  and  Ipin  it  for 
their  mothers  weaving.  For  weaving,  the  v/omcn 
make  a  roller  of  wood,  about  three  ieet  long,  turn- 
ing eafily  about  between  two  polls.  About  this  they 
place  firings  of  cotton,  of  three  or  four  yards  long, 
at  mofl,  but  oftener  lefs,  according  to  the  ufe  the 
cloth  is  to  be  put  to,  whether  for  a  hammock,  or  to 
tie  about  the  waifts  •,  or  for  gowns,  or  blankets  to 
cover  them  in  their  hamm.ocks,  as  thcv  lie  in  them  in 
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their  houfcs ;  which  are  all  the  ufes  they  have  for 
cloth ;  and  they  never  weave  a  piece  of  cotton  with  a 
dcfign  to  cut  it,  but  of  a  fize  that  (hall  juft  ferve  for 
a  particular  ufe.  The  threads  thus  coming  from  the 
toiler  are  the  warp ;  and  for  the  woof,  they  twift  cot* 
ton-yam  about  a  fmall  piece  of  macaw-wood,  notched 
at  each  end ;  and  taking  up  every  other  thread  of  the 
warp  with  the  fingers  of  one  hand,  they  put  the 
woof  through  with  the  Other  hand,  and  receive  it  out 
on  the  other  fide :  and  to  make  the  threads  of  the 
woof  lie  clofe  in  the  cloth,  they  ftrike  them  at  every 
turn  with  a  long  and  thin  piece  of  macaw-wood  like 
a  ruler,  which  lies  a-crofs  between  the  threads  of  the 
warp  for  that  purpofe. 

The  girls  alfo  twift  cotton-yarn  for  fringes,  and 
prepare  canes,  reeds,  or  palmeto-leaves,  as  the  boys 
alio  do,  for  baflcet- making.  But  the  making  up  the 
bafkets  is  the  men's  work  -,  who  firft  dye  the  mate- 
rials of  feveral  curious  lively  colours,  and  then  mix 
and  weave  them  very  prettily.  They  weave  little 
baflcets  like  cups  alio  very  neat ;  with  the  twigs 
wrought  fo  very  fine  and  clofe,  as  to  hold  any  liquor, 
without  any  more  to  do,  having  no  lacker  or  varnifh: 
and  they  as  ordinarily  drink  out  of  thcfe  woven  cups, 
as  out  of  their  calabafties,  which  they  paint  very  cu- 
rioufly.  They  make  bafkets  of  feveral  fizes,  for  car- 
rying their  cloaths,  or  other  ufcs,  with  great  variety  of 
work ;  and  fo  firm,  that  you  may  crufh  ihem  or  throw 
them  about,  how  you  will  almoft,  with  little  or  no 
damage  to  them. 

Adultery  is  punifhed  among  them  with  the  death 
of  both  parties.  Yet  if  the  woman  confefles  the  faft 
to  her  hufband,  and  fwears  (he  was  forced,  fhe  finds 
favour  :  but  if  (he  conceals  it,  and  it  be  proved  againft 
her,  (he  is  burnt.  Their  laws  are  fevere  alfo  in  other 
rcfpefts ;  for  a  thief  dies  without  mercy.  If  a  man 
debauches  a  virgin,  tlicy  thruft  a  fort  of  briar  up  the 
paiTage  of  his  penis,  and  then  turn  it  round  ten  or  a- 
do^scn  times :  which  is  not  only  a  great  torment,  but 
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commonly  mortifies  the  part,  and  the  perfon  dies  of 
it ;  but  he  has  liberty  to  cure  himfelf  if  he  can,  Thefe 
fafts  mud  be  proved  by  oath;  which  is  by  their 
tooth. 

When  they  marry,  the  father  of  the  bride,  or  the 
next  man  of  kin,  keeps  her  privately  in  the  fame  ap- 
partment  with  himfelf  the  firft  fevcn  nights ;  whether 
to  cxprels  an  unwillingnefs  to  part  with  her,  or  for 
what  other  reafon  I  know  not  ^  and  Ihe  is  then  deli* 
vered  to  her  hufband. 

When  a  man  difpofes  of  his  daughter,  he  invites 
all  the  Indians  within  twenty  miles  round,  to  a  great 
fcaft,  which  he  provides  for  them.  The  men  who 
come  to  the  wedding  bring  their  axes  along  with 
them,  to  work  with :  the  women  bring  about  naif  ^ 
bu(hel  of  maize :  the  boys  bring  fruit  and  roots : 
the  girls  fowls  and  eggs  ;  for  none  come  empty- 
handed.  They  fet  their  prefents  at  the  door  of  tfie 
houfe,  and  go  away  again,  till  all  the  reft  of  the 
gueft3  have  brought  theirs ;  which  are  all  received 
in,  and  difpofed  of  by  the  people  of  the  houfe. 

Then  the  men  return  firft  to  the  Wedding,  and  the 
bridegroom  prefents  each  man  with  a  calabafli  of 
ftrong  drink,  and  conduds  them  through  the  houfe 
one  by  one,  into  fome  open  place  behind  it.  The 
women  come  next,  who  likewife  receive  a  calabafli  of 
liquor,  and  march  through  the  houfe.  Then  come 
the  boys,  and  laft  of  all  the  girls  j  who  all  drink  at 
the  door,  and  go  after  the  reft. 

Then  come  the  fathers  of  the  young  couple,  with 
their  fon  and  daughter :  the  father  of  the  bridegroom 
leads  his  fon,  and  the  father  of  the  bride  leads  his 
daughter.  The  former  makes  a  fpeech  to  the  com- 
pany •,  and  then  dances  aboiit  with  many  antic  gel^ 
tures,  till  he  is  all  on  a  fweat.  Then  kneeling  down 
he  gives  his  fon  to  the  bride  ;  whofe  father  is  kneel- 
incr  alfo  and  holds  her,  having  danced  himfelf  into 
a  fweat,  as  the  other.     Then  the  voung  couple  take 
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each  other  by  the  hand,  and  the  bridegroom  returns 
the  bride  to  her  father  •,  and  thus  ends  the  ceremony. 
Then  all  the  men  take  up  their  axes,  and  run 
ihouting  and  hollowing  to  a  trad  of  woodland,  which 
before  is  laid  out  for  a  plantation  for  the  young 
couple.  There  they  fall  to  work,  cutting  down  the 
woods,  and  clearing  the  ground  as  fafl:  as  they  can. 
Thus  they  continue  about  feven  days,  working  with 
the  greateft  vigour  imaginable :  and  all  the  ground 
which  they  clear,  the  women  and  children  plant  with 
maize,  or  whatever  clfe  is  agreeable  to  the  feafon. 
They  alfo  build  a  houfe  for  the  new-married  couple 
to  live  in. 

The  feven  days  being  ended,  and  the  young  man 
fettled  with  his  wife  in  his  new  houfe,  the  company 
make  merry  there  with  chichah- co-pah,  the  corn* 
drink  before  defcribed,  of  which  they  are  fure  to 
provide  good  ftore.  They  alfo  make  provifion  for 
feafting  j  and  the  guefts  fall  too  very  heartily. 

When  their  eating  is  over,  the  men  fall  to  hard 
•  drinking:  but  before  they 'begin,  the  bridegroom 
takes  all  their  arms,  and  hangs  them  to  the  ridge- 
pole of  the  houfe,  where  none  can  get  at  them  but 
himfelf  j  for  they  are  very  quarrelfome  in  their  drink. 
They  continue  night  and  day,  till  the  liquor  is  fpent ; 
which  lafts  ufually  three  or  four  days.  During  which 
fome  are  always  drinking,  while  others  arc  drunk  and 
fleeping :  and  when  all  the  drink  is  our,  and  they 
have  recovered  their  fenfcs,  they  all  return  to  their 
own  homes. 

They  have  a  feafting  on  oilier  occafions  alfo :  as 
after  a  great  council  held,  or  any  other  meeting; 
which  they  have  fometimes  only  for  merriment.  The 
men  conltantly  drink  to  one  another  at  meals,  fpeak- 
ing  fome  word,  and  reaching  out  the  cup  toward  the 
perfon  they  drink  to.  They  never  drink  to  their 
women  :  but  thefe  conftantly  ftand  by  and  attend 
them  while  they  are  eating  •,  take  the  cup  of  any  who 
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has  drank,  throw  out  the  remsunder  of  the  liquor^ 
rmfe  it,  and  give  it  full  to  another*-  The  women  at 
all  feafts,  and  in  their  own  houfes,  wait  on  their  huf- 
bands  till  they  have  done ;  and  then  go  and  eat  by 
thcmfelves,  or  witH  one  another. 

The  men  when  they  are  at  home,  trouble  thcm^ 
felves  litde  with  any  bufineis ;  but  that  they  may  not 
be  quite  idle,  they  will  be  often  making  them  cups 
and  bafkets,  arrows  and  heads  for  them,  lances,  nets^ 
and  the  like. 

The  men  make  alfo  a  fort  of  pipes  of  fmall  hol- 
low bamboes,  and  fometimes  of  a  fingle  reed.  They 
cut  notches  in  it,  and  blow  it  ftrongly,  making  a 
whining  noife,  but  without  any  diftinft  notes :  and 
they  frequently  entertjun  themfelves  with  fuch  inftru* 
ments,  as  they  ufed  in  their  pawawing.  They  will 
do  any  thing  to  make  a  noife,  which  they  love  much ; 
and  they  keep  every  one  a  humming  at  the  fame  time 
to  themfelves. 

They  hum  alfo  when  they  dance  -,  which  they  do 
many  times  thirty  or  forty  in  a  ring,  men  only  toge- 
ther. They  ftretch  out  their  hands,  laying  them  on 
another's  (boulders.  Then  they  move  gently  fide- 
ways  round  in  the  fame  circle  ;  and  (hake  all  the  joints 
of  their  bodies  with  a  wriggling  antic  gefture,  as  they 
move  along  the  ring. 

They  pipe  and  drum  often,  even  at  working  times ; 
but  their  dancing  they  ufe  chiefly  when  they  get  toge- 
ther to  make  merr)'.  When  they  havC'danccd  fome 
time,  one  or  other  of  the  company  goes  out  of  the 
ring,  jumps  about,  and  plays  antic  tricks,  dirowing 
and  catching  his  lance,  bending  back  toward  the 
ground,  and  fpringing  forward  agjun,  with  many 
other  motions,  like  our  tumblers,  but  with  more  ac- 
tivity than  art :  and  when  one  is  tired  with  his  tricks, 
Another  Heps  out  •,  and  fometimes  two  or  three  toge- 
ther. As  foon  as  ever  it  is  over,  they  jump  into  the 
river,  all  in  a  violent  fweat  as  they  are,  and  there 
wafli  themfelves  clean ;  and  when  they  come  out  of 
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the  water,  they  ftroke  it  off  from  their  hair  and  bo^ 
dies  with  their  hands.  A  dancing-bout,  if  the  meet- 
ing be  large,  lafts  fometimes  a  whole  day,  feldom  lefs 
than  five  or  fix  hours ;  and  it  is  ufually  after  having 
a  fliort  drinking-bout :  but  they  don*t  dance  after 
they  have  drank  very  hard. 

Thefe,  and  the  huntings  and  (hooting  at  a  mark, 
are  their  chief  divertifements ;  for  both  men  and  boys 
will  be  letting  fly  at  any  thing  they  fee,  though  for 
nothing  but  excrcife  or  trial  of  (kill.  The  women 
have  dancings  and  merriments  by  themfelves,  when 
their  hufbands  paftimes  are  over  j  for  they  never  feaft 
or  play  together  with  the  men  :  but  they  will  drink 
by  themfelves  till  they  are  fuddled. 

The  women  take  great  care  of  their  hufbands  when 
they  have  made  themlelves  drunk.  For  when  they 
perceive  him  in  fuch  a  condition  that  he  can  bear  up 
no  longer,  they  get  one  or  two  more  women  to  aflift 
them  to  take  him  up,  and  put  him  into  his  hammock ; 
where,  as  he  lies  fnoring,  they  ftand  by  and  fprinkle 
water  on  his  body  to  cool  him  -,  wafhing  his  hands, 
feet  and  face ;  ftroking  off  that  water  with  their 
hands  as  it  grows  warm,  and  throwing  on  frefh.  I 
have  fecn  ten  or  twelve  or  more,  lying  thus  in  their 
hammocks  after  a  feaft,  and  the  women  ftanding  by 
to  look  after  them. 

The  men  never  ftir  abroad  upon  the  moft  ordinary 
occafion,  if  it  be  but  juft  without  the  door  to  make 
water,  but  thty  take  with  them  fome  or  other  of  their 
weapons  -,  their  bow  and  arrow,  lance,  hatchet,  or 
macheat  or  long-knife.  Their  moft  frequent  expedi- 
tions in  time  of.  peace,  are  to  go  a  hunting.  For 
this  is  their  way  of  fupplying  themfelves  with  flelh  ; 
and  they  go  out  as  often  as  it  fails  at  home.  They 
Ibmetime^  go  out  a  family  or  two  by  themfelves ;  but 
they  have  often  larger  and  more  folemn  huntings,  of 
a  great  many  in  company  together  :  and  there  is  fel- 
dom a  council  held,  or  feaft,  but  there  is  fome  hunt- 
ing- match  concluded  on  before  tliey  part  5  and  a  time 
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fct  for  every  one  to  appear,  with  their  feveral  necef- 
faries,  at  the  general  rendezvous. 

A  hunting  expedition  lafts  fometimes  three  or  four, 
ibmetimes  ten,  twelve,  fcventeen  or  eighteen  days, 
according  as  diey  meet  with  the  game,  and  as  the 
courfe  is  which  they  (leer  to  find  it :  for  fomecimcs 
they  will  range  to  the  borders,  to  vifit  or  traffic  witli 
their  neighbouring  Indians  •,  and  they  will  hunt  all 
the  way  as  they  go  and  return.  They  hunt  more  or 
lefs  at  all  feafons  of  the  year ;  never  regarding  whe- 
ther their  venifon  be  in  feafon  or  not.  They  take 
with  them  one  or  two  dogs  a- piece,  to  beat  about ; 
and  there  go  as  well  women  as  men.  When  1  went 
with  them  a  hunting,  a  young  woman  was  appointed 
me  to  wait  on  nie,  and  carry  my  bafket  of  provifions. 

When  they  take  a  bead  or  bird,  they  pierce  it  with 
the  lances,  or  (hoot  arrows  into  it,  to  let  out  the 
blood.  Then  they  quarter  it  (firft  cutting  off  the 
head ;)  and  if  it  be  a  pecary  they  fcald  off  the  hair 
with  hot  water ;  if  a  warree,  they  flea  it.  From 
fome  of  the  birds  they  ftrip  the  feathers  only, 
from  others  the  fkin  alfo :  and  this  not  regularly, 
while  the  carcafe  is  whole,  but  piece-meal,  after  they 
have  difmembered  it ;  efpecially  in  their  journies. 

If  they  intend  to  preferve  any,  having  little  fait, 
they  ereft  four  forked  flicks,  eight  or  nine  feet  afun- 
dcr,  on  which  they  lay  two  parallel  ftavcs  that  fhall 
be  above  a  foot  from  the  ground,  and  fo  make  a  bar- 
becue. Acrofs  thefe  ftaves  they  lay  the  pieces  of  the 
beads  or  birds,  and  fpread  underneath  a  few  live 
coals ;  to  make  which  they  burn  a  parcel  of  wood 
on  purpofe ;  and  turn  the  fame  pieces,  and  renew 
this  fmall  fire  for  three  or  four  days,  or  a  week,  till 
the  meat  be  as  dry  as  a  chip,  or  like  our  fmoaked 
beef.  This  they  do  abroad  if  they  kill  a  great  many 
pecary,  birds,  &c.  and  bring  the  pieces  home  ready 
dried  ;  and  if  there  be  much  of  it,  the  men  help  the 
women  to  carry  home  the  venilon.  Thefe  pieces  will 
keep  a  great  while  \  and  when  the  flock  is  almod  out. 
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they  go  again  a  hunting.  They  make  a  barbecue 
at  home  alfo,  heaping  up  thefe  dried  pieces  acrols, 
and  often  putting  fome  embers  underneath,  to  keep 
them  from  giving,  or  growing  mufty  in  that  moift 
country.  From  thefe  pieces  they  cut  off  bits  for  ufc 
as  they  want  them. 

The  Indians,  when  they  travel,  guide  themfelvcs 
either  by  the  fun,  when  it  (hines,  or  by  fteering  to- 
ward fuch  a  determinate  point,  obferving  the  bend- 
ing of  the  trees,  according  as  the  wind  is.  If  they 
are  at  a  lofs  this  way,  they  notch  the  bark  of  trees, 
to  fee  which  fide  is  thickeft  •,  which  is  always  the 
fouth,  or  funny-fide :  and  their  way  lies  generally 
through  woods.  They  go  alfo  through  fwamps, 
boggs,  rivers,  &c.  where  there  is  no  fign  of  a  path, 
and  are  often  forced  to  turn  afide ;  yet  will  keep  their 
way  pretty  direft  for  feveral  days  together ;  clearing 
their  way  through  thickets  with  their  macheats,  efpe- 
cially  if  hollow  bamboes :  for  there  is  no  getting 
through  without  it.  They  fwim  over  rivers,  men, 
women  and  children,  without  felling  trees,  as  we  did 
there.  But  down  the  river  they  ufc  either  their  ca- 
noes, or  bark-logs  made  of  light  wood. 

I  obferved  among  them  no  diftindion  of  weeks, 
or  particular  days ;  no  parting  the  day  into  hours,  or 
uny  portions,  otherwife  than  by  this  pointing :  and 
when  they  ufe  this,  or  any  other  fign,  yet  they  fpeak 
at  the  fame  time,  and  exprefs  their  meaning 
in  their  own  language,  though  to  Europeans 
who  underftand  it  not.  They  reckon  times  pad  by 
no  revolutions  of  the  heavenly  bodies,  but  the  moons: 
for  L.acenta,  fpeaking  of  the  havock  the  Spaniards 
had  made  to  the  wellward,  intimated  it  was  a  great 
many  moons  ago. 

Their  computation  is  by  units  and  tens,  and  fcores, 
to  an  hundred  ;  beyond  which  I  have  not  heard  them 
reckon.  To  exprefs  a  number  above  this,  they  take 
a  lock  of  their  hair,  little  or  great  (in  proportion  to 
the  nun^bcr  they  would  intimate)  and  hold  it  up  in 
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their  hands,  fortlng  it  gradually  with  their  fingers, 
and  (baking  it.  To  cxprefs  a  thing  innwnerable, 
they  talcc  up  all  the  hair  on  one  fide  of  the  head,  and 
fhake  it. 

When  we  went  into  the  South  Seas  under  captain 
Sharp,  we  were  in  number  about  330,  as  I  remember  \ 
and  a  pretty  many  of  the  Indians  of  the  Ifthmus 
bore  us  company  in  our  march.     They  were  willing 
to  take  account  of  our  number  as  we  marched ;  fo 
one  of  the  Indians  fat  in  the  path,  and  having  a  little 
heap  of  maiz-grains  by  him,  for  every  man  of  ours 
that  paflied  by  him  he  put  one  grain  into  his  bafkec. 
When  he  had  thus  taken  a  great  part  of  our  number, 
one  of  our  men  pafling  by,  gave  his  ba(ket  purpofely 
a  tofs,  and  threw  out  his  corn,  and  fo  fpoilcd  his  ac- 
count.    This  feemed  to  difpleafe  them :  yet  one  of 
them  got  a  little  before,  and  fitting  clofe  in  the  wood, 
at  a  fmall  diftance  from  the  narrow  path,  which  wc 
were  to  pafs  one  by  one,  he  there  took  our  number  in 
grains  of  maize.     But  when  he  had  taken  his  account, 
they  were  put  to  it  to  call  it  up  :  for  two  or  three  days 
after,  in  the  progrefs  of  our  march,  coming  among 
fome  of  the  fouthern  Indians,  we  faw  fome  twenty  or 
thirty  of  the  graver  men  got  together,  and  trying 
their  Ikill  to  compute  the  grains  in  the  bafket  -,  which 
when  they  had  laid  upon  a  plaintain-Ieaf,  feveral  of 
them  endeavoured  to  tell  one  after  another :  but  when 
they  could  tell  no  farther,  (the  number  probably  ex- 
ceeding their  arithmetic)  and  feemed  to  grow  very 
hot,  and  earneft  in  their  debates  about  it,  one  of  them 
ftarted  up,  and  forting  out  a  lock  of  his  hair  with  his 
fingers  and  fhaking  it,  feemed  to  intimate  the  number 
to  be  great  and  unknown  \  and  fo  puj:  an  end  to  the 
difpute.     But  one  of  them  came  after  us,  and  enquir- 
ed our  number  in  broken  Spanifh. 
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AN    ABSTRACT    OF 

MAJOR  ROGERS'S  ACCOUNT 
OF  NORTH  AMERICA, 

DESCRIBING 

The  feveral  British  Coloniis  on  that  Continent  i 

and  the  interior  Parts  of  that  extenfivc  G)untiy  ; 

With    many    curious    Particulars    relating  to    the 

Indian  Natives, 


THE  fucccfsful  difcoverics  and  acqqifirioAs  of 
the  Spaniards  on  the  rich  continent  of  South 
America,  foon  excited  the  attention  of  other  nations, 
in  like  manner  to  fit  out  veffels  for  difcoveries,  beyond 
the  territories  claimed  by  the  Spanifh  monarchs.  The 
details  of  thcfe  expeditions  would  however  have  lc4 
us  beyond  the  limits  we  can  allow ;  it  is  fi^flidently 
known  what  fiourifliing  colonies  now  exift^  whicn 
were  planted  along  that  very  extenfive  coaft  reaching 
from  the  mouth  of  the  river  St.  Laurence  in  Norm 
America,  to  the  Rio  de  la  Plata  in  South  America ; 
fome  of  which  fpread  themfelves  very  far  widiin  land : 
befide  the  iflands  in  the  gulph  of  Mexico  and  elfe- 
where.  The  difcoverics  to  the  northward,  however, 
were  not  rendered  fo  memorable  as  thofe  of  the  Spa- 
niards; no  fuch  powerful  regular  empires  having, 
been  found  there,  as  were  thofc  of  Perq  and  Mexico. 
The  Indians  of  North  America  live  in  detached  tribes 
^nd  independent  nations,  whofe  jarring  interefts  and 
hereditary  antipathies,  have  kept  them  from  uniting, 
fiqd  even  from  increafing :  $dd  to  which,  that  though 
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they  have  not  in  general  been  well  ufcd  by  the  new 
intruders  on  their  antient  lands,  who  feldom  confulted 
the  inclinations  of  the  natives  in  their  firft  fettlements 
and  fubfequent  claims ;  yet  no  fuch  unprincipled  in- 
human tranfaftibns  have  ftained  the  records  of  the 
Englifli  and  other  fettlers,  as  have  diftinguiQied  thofe 
of  the  firft  Spanifli  adventurers. 

Not  but  that  thefe  American  fettlements  have  been 
the  theatres  of  many  (ignal  engagements,  Iince  their 
firft  planting,  in  the  contefts  between  European 
powers  for  the  poflcflion  of  them  :  thefe  have  not  only 
(pent  much  of  their  own  blood,  but  have  feduced  the 
natives  to  turn  their  hands,  fumiftied  with  new  weapons 
of  fwift  deftru6lion,  againft  each  other,  in  their  re- 
fpeftive  interefts  and  quarrels :  hence  many  of  thefe 
places  have  frequently  changed  their  matters. 

The  continent  of  North  America,  the  extenfion  of 
which  weftward,  is  aftonilhing,  was  almoft  entirely 
claimed  and  pofltffed  by  the  Englifh  and  French ; 
th^  Englifh  fettling  along  the  coart,  from  the  river 
St.  Laurence  to  Florida,  and  the  French  fettling  be- 
hind them  up  the  rivers  St.  Laurence  and  the 
Mifllflippi.  Thefe  rival  powers,  foon  after  the  peace 
of  Aix  la  Chapelle,  differing  about  fome  lands  fituated 
on  the  boundaries  between  them,  encroached  on  by 
the  artful  and  reftlefs  French ;  entered  into  a  freljfi 
war,  in  which  the  bravery  of  the  Englidi,  under  the 
influence  of  a  minifter  of  fpirit  and  integrity,  exerted 
itfelf  fo  gloriouQy  ;  that  the  conteft  was  decided,  not 
by  maintaining  the  poflcflion  of  the  lands  firft  in 
queftion,  but  by  clearing  the  country  entirely  of  fuch 
troublefome  neighbours :  thj  whole  province  of  Ca- 
nada, after  being  conquered  by  the  Britifli  arms,  be- 
ing ceded  to  us,  together  with  all  the  country  eaft- 
ward  of  the  Mifliflippi,  at  the  treaty  of  Verfaiiles,  in 
1762.  By  the  ceflion  of  Florida,  alfo  refigned  to  us 
by  the  Spaniards,  who  imprudently  at  the  clofe  of  the 
war,  joined  our  exhaufted  and  wearied  enemy,  in  the 
quarrel  againft  us  j   we  now  enjoy  an  uninterrupted 
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line  of  fea-coaft  from  the  gulph  of  Mexico  north- 
ward ;  and  in  the  northern  p^rts,  a  country  of  un- 
known inland  excenfion. 

Thefe  matters  however  are  foreign  to  the  main 
purpofe  of  our  plan  to  enter  minutely  into  ;  but  that 
our  accounts  of  this  new  found  world  of  America  may 
be  as  compleat  as  poflTible,  it  is  Hoped,  that,  after 
UUoa's  voy^e  to  Peru,  and  Nieuhoff^s  to  Brafil,  a 
brief  view  of  North  America  in  its  prcfent  ftate,  as 
given  by  a  brave  countryman  who  was  perfonally  con- 
cerned in  many  of  the  military  tranfadions  under  the 
feveral  generals  who  commanded  there ;  and  who  is 
well  acquainted  with  the  inland  parts  of  that  vaft  con- 
tinent ;  will,  with  fome  farther  materials  of  a  like  na- 
ture, though  not  in  the  diredt  forms  of  voyages,  prove 
acceptable  by  furnifhing  many  articles  of  information 
curious 'and  entertaining  to  the  Englilh  reader. 

The  principal  objedt  Major  Rogers  profefles  to 
have  had  in  view,  was  to  defcribe  the  interior  parts 
of  North  America ;  of  which,  as  he  obferves,  no  one 
has  travelled  over,  or  feen,  fo  much  as  himfclf.  He 
proceeds  to  inform  us  in  his  introduftion,  that  what 
is  comprehended  under  the  appellation  of  the  interior 
country  of  America,  is  of  itfelf  a  larger  territory  than 
all  the  continent  of  Europe,  and  at  prefent  moftly  a 
defart,  uninhabited,  except  by  favages :  it  cannot 
therefore  be  reafonably  expefted  that  any  one  man 
has  it  in  his  power  to  give  a  juft  and  minute  account 
of  its  feveral  parts,  but  that  he  muft  pafs  over  large 
tracks  of  country  in  very  general  terms,  and  in  many 
things  depend  upon  the  reports  of  others,  or  proceed 
upon  his  own  uncertain  conjeftures. 

This  wide  extended  country  may  naturally  enough 
be  confidered  under  three  general  divifions,  occa- 
fioned  by  the  three  great  rivers  that  take  their  rife 
Bear  the  centre  of  it,,  namely,  St.  Laurence,  the 
Chrillino,  and  the  Mifliffippi.  The  firtt  of  thefe  Mr. 
Rogers  fays  he  has  traced,  and  that  he  is  tolerably 
well  acquainted  with  the  country  adjacent  to  it, .  ^ 

far 
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far  up  as  Lake  Superior  i.^from  the  Green  Bay  weft- 
ward  to  the  MifliflTippi ;  and  from  thence  down  to 
the  mouth  of  the  MilTifllppi  in  the  gulph  of  Mexico. 
He  alfo  travelled  the  country  adjacent  to  the  Ohio 
and  its  principal  branches,  and  between  the  Ohio  and 
the  Lakes  Erie  and  Mefhigan,  and  the  countries  of 
the  fouthem  Indians.  But  as  to  the  country  above 
Lake  Superior,  his  intelligence  was  chiefly  obtained 
from  Indians,  or  from  prifoners  that  have  travelled 
with  them  into  it.  The  fame  is  the  cafe  as  to  the 
country  at  the  head  of  the  MiflifTippi,  and  that  adja- 
cent to  the  river  Mifauris.  The  Chriftino  is  takea 
wholly  from  the  Indians :  and  though  the  accounts 
they  have  given  of  thele  countries  are  large,  and  in 
fome  particulars  very  inviting,  yet  we  (hall  do  little 
more  than  mention  their  names,  unlefs  there  had  been 
better  authority  to  go  upon. 

In  the  account  fubjoined  of  the  cuftoms  and  man- 
ners of  the  Indians,  many  things  related  by  others  are 
purpofcly  omitted ;  fome,  becaufe  they  are  falfe,  and 
others,  becaufe  they  are  trite  and  trifling ;  diofc  only 
being  mentioned  which  appeared  moft  diftingujfhing 
and  abfolutely  neceflfaiy  to  give  a  juft  idea  of  the  ge- 
nius and  policy  of  that  people,  and  of  the  method  in 
which  they  are  to  be  treated,  in  order  to  our  having 
any  fafe  and  advantageous  commerce  with  them. 
And,  the  long  and  particular  acquaintance  Major 
Rogers  had  with  fevcral  tribes  and  nations,  both  iri 
peace  and  war,  has  furniftied  him  with  ample  materials 
to  treat  the  fubjcft  with  propriety. 

NORTH  AMERICA,  as  Major  Rogers  informs 
us,  lies  between  the  latitudes  of  10  and  80  degrees 
north,  and  chiefly  between  the  longitudes  of  48  and 
1 30  degrees  weft  from  the  meridian  of  London,  and 
is  about  four  thouiand  two  hundred  miles  from  north 
to  fouth,  and  about  five  thoufand  from  eait  to  weft  : 
being  bounded  on  the  eaft  by  the  Atlantic  ocean  ;  by 
the  gulph  of  Mexico,  on  the  fouth ;  on  the  weft,  by 
tbc  Pacific  ocean  ,  and  by  the  northern  continent  and 


92  A  CONCISE  ACCOUNT 

ocean'  to  the  northward,  t^ugh  which,  fome  fup- 
pole,  there  is  a  paflage  into  the  Pacific  or  Weftera 
ocean.  A  great  part  of  this  vaft  extent  of  territory 
is  at  prefcnt  poffefled  by  the  fubjefts  of  his  Britannic 
majefty,  and  the  original  natives,  or  Indians;  the  num- 
ber of  which  far  exceeds  that  of  the  Englifh.  In 
treating  of  this  extenfive  continent,  it  is  propofed, 

Firft,  To  dcfcribe  the  feveral  Britifh  governments 
and  colonies  on  the  continent  (including  alfo  the 
iflands  of  Newfoundland,  Cape  Breton,  and  St. 
John's)  feparately  -,  beginning  with  the  northernmoft, 
and  travelling  to  the  fouthward.  And,  fecondly,  to 
give  fome  account  of  the  interior  or  weftem  parts 
of  the  country,  fo  far  as  difcoveries  have  been  made ; 
and  of  fuch  Indian  nations  and  tribes  that  are  known 
by  us  to  inhabit  it. 

NEWFOUNDLAND  is  the  moft  confiderable 
ifland  in  North  America-,  it  is  fituated  eaft  of  the 
gulf  of  St.  Lawrence,  between  46*^  40'  and  42®  7' 
north  latitude,  and  41  "^  52'  and  57*^  40'  weft 
longitude,  is  bounded  eafterly  and  Ibutherly  by 
the  Atlantic  ocean,  northerly  by  the  ftrcights  of 
Bellifle,  and  on  the  weft  by  the  gulf  of  St.  Law- 
rence. 

This  ifland  was  difcovered  by  the  Cabots,  in  t^^Jj 
who  took  poflTefljon  of  it  in  the  name  of  King  Henry 
VII. ;  but  no  colony  was  planted  here  till  fome  con- 
fiderable time  after.  The  foil  being  not  the  moft 
fertile,  and  the  cold  extremely  fevere,  were  circum- 
ftances,  no  doubt,  which  prevented  the  Englifli  from 
attempting  a  fettlemenr,  till  they  were  at  length  al- 
lured to  it,  for  the  fake  of  filhing  on  the  banks  which 
lie  off  the  fouth-cafterly  parts  of  it. 

The  right  of  fifliing  on  thefe  banks  has  given  rife 
to  many  difputes  between  the  French  and  Englifli  •, 
but  by  the  peace  of  1 762,  the  liberty  of  fifliing  there 
by  the  French  is  fubjedltd  to  very  particular  reftric- 
tions. 

There 
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There  are  in  this  ifland  many  fine  rivers,  lakes,  and 
rivulets,  which  abound  with  beaver,  otters,  and  the 
like,  with  plenty  of  falmon,  and  other  kinds  of  fifh. 
There  is  alfo  great  plenty  of  wild  fowl,  and  the  forefts 
are  ftored  with  deer,  moofe,  bears,  and  wolves,  in 
great  plenty.  But  the  great  and  ftaple  commodity  of 
this  ifland  is  cod-fifh,  which  are  here  larger  and  in 
greater  abundance  than  in  any  part  of  the  world  yet 
difcovered ;  and  great  part  of  the  world  is  at  prefent 
fupplied  with  this  article  chiefly  from  hence.  The 
number  of  Englifh  inhabitants  on  this  ifland  is  fludlu-* 
ating,  there  being  nearly  double  the  number  in  fum- 
mer  to  what  there  is  in  the  winter. 

St.  John's,  fituated  on  the  fputherly  part  of  the 
ifland,  is  the  capital  town,  containing  between  three 
and  fourfcore  houfes. 

Thefe  coafl:s  are  extremely  fubjefl:  to  fogs,  occa- 
fioned  by  the  vapours,  which  arc  exhaled  from  the 
lakes^  fwamps,  and  bogs,  with  which  the  ifland 
abounds.  The  winters  are.fevere,  attended  with  al- 
moft  continual  ftorms  of  fnow,  fleet,  &c.  the  flcy  be- 
ing  generally  overcafl:. 

Here  are  few  cattle,  ftieep,  or  horfes  -,  inftead  of  the 
latter,  the  inhabitants  make  ufe  of  dogs  for  drawing 
of  wood  and  other  conveyances,  which  they  manage 
with  great  dexterity,  fixing  them  in  leather  collars,  to 
any  number  they  pleafe. 

The  government  of  this  ifland  is  at  prefent  vefted 
in  the  crown  of  Great  Britain,  including  with  it  the 
iflands  of  Anticofti  and  Madelaine,  and  others  of 
fmaller  note,  and  the  coafts  of  Labrador,  from  the 
river  St.  John's  to  Hudfon's  ftreights. 

CAPE  BRETON,  is  an  ifland  fituated  to  the 
fouthwefl:  of  Newfoundland,  in  46  deg,  north  latitude, 
and  58  deg.  30  min.  weft  longitude ;  diftant  from 
Newfoundland  about  15  leagues,  and  feparated  from 
the  continent  by  a  narrow  paflTage  on  the  wcil.  Its 
length  is  about  no  miles  from  north-eaft  to  fouth- 
Y/cft,  and  about  66  wide. 

The 
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The  foil  23d  drn^Kc  here  arc  much  the  fame  as  in 
Ncwfcurdlird,  l=d  cor.fcqucndy  its  produce  is  not 

Tfirc  ire  fcvcra!  h2rbours  and  bays  round  the 
rZiz^  -,  ^r.ij  by  ::?  i"::uiron  in  the  gulf  of  St,  Law- 
nrrxrc,  mar  be  !ooked  upon  as  the  key  of  Canada, 
bc;ng  a  iifb  rerrra:  for  3::p  bound  cither  to  or  from 
thence. 

This,  together  with  its  conveniency  for  iilhing, 
induced  the  French,  when  they  were  excluded  from 
Newfoundland  and  Acadia,  to  begin  a  fettlement  here 
in  1714,  which  th:nr  condnucd  to  increafe ;  but  were, 
however,  cifpofTeOed  in  1745  by  the  New-England- 
ers.  It  was  ceded  by  the  treaty  of  Aix-la-Chapelle, 
and  again  taken  in  1 75S ;  but  fince  the  conqueft  of  all 
Canada,  the  fcrdncations  have  been  blown  U[f,  and 
the  town  ditmanrled. 

The  port  of  Louifburg  is  a  league  in  length,  and  a 
quaner  of  a  league  broad,  with  good  anchoring- 
ground,  from  fix  to  ten  fathom  water.  The  harbour 
is  grenerallv  froze  from  November  tiil  Mav.  This 
ifland  is  at  prefent  under  the  jurifdicKon  of  the  gover- 
nor of  Nova  Scocia. 

St.  JOHN'S  ISLAND  is  fituated  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood  of  Cape  Breton,  being  panly  between  that 
and  the  continent,  and  conkquendy  has  no  great  dif- 
f;rrence  of  climate,  vet  varies  widelv  from  it  as  to  the 
pleaiantnefs  and  fertility  of  its  foil.  It  is  computed  to 
ht  about  fixty  miles  in  length,  has  a  commodious 
harbour,  and  great  conveniencies  for  carrying  on 
the  fifliery.  It  abounds  with  a  variety  of  ufeful 
timber,  and  moft  kinds  of  wild  game  common  to  the 
country. — In  fliort,  lb  fertile  is  this  ifland,  and  fo  well 
improved  while  pollefied  by  the  French,  that  it  was 
juttly  ftiled  the  granary  of  Canada,  furnifliing  them 
in  great  abundance  with  moft  kinds  of  grain,  as  well 
as  great  quantities  of  cattle. 

This  ifland,  at  prefent,  is  under  the  governor  of 
Nova  Scotia,  as  arc  the  leficr  iflands  adjacent. 

ACADIA, 
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ACADIA,  or  NOVA  SCOTIA,  on  the  contN 
ncnt  of  North  America,  is  fituated  between  44  and 
49  degrees  north  latitude,  and  is  bounded  foutherly 
by  the  Atlantic  ocean ;  wefterly  by  the  bay  of  Fundy, 
and  the  province  of  Main,  belonging  to  the  MafTa- 
ohufet'sbay;  northerly^ by  Canada,  or  the  province 
of  Quebec ;  and  cafterly  by  the  gulf  of  St.  Law- 
rence. 

Though  this  country  was  difcovered  by  Sebaftian 
Cabot  in  1497,  Y^^  it  lay  neglcfted  many  years,  and  • 
underwent  feveral  changes  and  revolutions  before  any 
confiderable  fcttlement  was  made  in  it  -,  being  fome- 
times  in  the  hands  of  the  French,  and  at  other  times 
in  thofe  of  the  Englifh ;  until  the  treaty  of  Utrecht, 
when  it  was  abfolutcly  yielded  to  Great  Britain  by  an 
exprefs  article. 

On  the  fea-coafts  of  this  province  are  many  fafe  and 
convenient  harbours ;  but  none  equal  to  that  of  Che- 
bu6la,  or  Halifax,  which  is  allowed  to  be  the  fined  in 
America,  and  capable  of  being  made  equal  to  aay  in 
Europe,  both  for  fafety  and  conveniency,  having 
good  anchoring-ground,  and  water  fufficicnt  for  any 
Ihip  that  fwims.  It  is  the  place  of  rendezvous  for  the 
royal  navy  in  America,  having  a  royal  dock,  and  con- 
veniencles  for  a  fliip  of  any  rate,  to  heave  down  and 
careen. 

Situated  on  the  weft-fide  of  this  harbour,  is  the 
town  of  Halifax,  which,  though  its  foundations  were 
laid  in  1 747,  is  now  a  confiderable  town,  confiiling 
of  upwards  of  a  thoufand  houfes,  and  is  the  capital  of 
the  whole  province  •,  and,  indeed,  from  the  fame  era 
we  may  date  the  origin  of  this  province,  there  being 
no  government  properly  eftablifhed  in  it  till  then. 
There  are  alfo  Icveral  other  towns  laid  out  round 
this  bay,  and  partly  inhabited  ;  but  the  moft  confider- 
able fcttlcments  are  upon  the  bay  of  Fundy,  and  upon 
the  rivers  which  fall  intg  it. 

The  inhabitants  in  this  province  may  be  computed 
at  about  twenty  thoufand.     Its  northerly  fituation  ex- 
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pofes  it  to  fevere  cold  and  deep  fnows  in  winter ;  but 
is  generally  very  healthy,  and  agreeable  to  Englifh 
c9nIlitutions,  as  are  all  the  northern  provinces.—- 
The  Ibil  is  various,  being  in  fome  parts  very  rough 
and  barren  ;  in  others  exceeding  pleafant  and  fertile. 
The*  commodities  exported  from  this  province  to 
other  parts  are  chiefly  lumber,  fuch  as  plank,  ftaves, 
hoops,  joifts,  &c.  and  iifh. 

The  king  is  fovereign  of  the  foil,  and  appoints  the 
governor,  who  is  his  captain-general ;  the  lieutenant* 
governor  and  council  are  likewife  appointed  by  his 
majefty,  which  form  the  upper  houfe ;  and  the  lower 
houfe  is  formed  of  the  reprefenratives,  who  are  chofen 
by  the  freeholders  ;  but  the  governor  can  oppofe  his 
negative  to  their  choice. 

As  fifli  is  the  ftaple  commodity,  and  almoft  the 
only  article  of  trade  in  the  provinces  of  Newfound- 
land and  Nova  Scotia,  with  their  dependant  iflands ; 
it  will  not,  perhaps,  be  difagreeable  to  the  reader  to 
give  fome  account  in  this  place  of  the  method  which 
they  take  to  cure  and  manufacture  the  cod-fi(h  fit  for 
market. 

The  fifh  caught  near  the  (hore  are  obfervcd  to  be 
by  far  the  beft ;  the  veflels  employed  in  this  bufinels 
are  generally  fmall  Ihallops,  which  come  to  (hore 
every  day,  where  the  fifliermen  throw  the  cod  upon  a 
ftage  prepared  for  that  purpofe.  One  of  them,  who 
is  called  the  beheader,  opens  the  fiih  with  a  two-edged 
knife,  and  cuts  off  the  head ;  a  fecond,  hands  the  fifh 
on  to  the  carver,  who  (lands  oppofite  to  him  at 
a  table  eredled  upon  the  ftage ;  the  carver,  with  a 
fingle-edged  knife,  fix  or  eight  inches  long,  and  very 
thick  on  the  back  to  increale  its  weight,  fplits  the  fiih 
open ;  then  it  is  conveyed  to  the  falter,  who  places 
it  with  the  (kin  undermoft  in  a  barrel,  and  very  (lightly 
covers  it  with  fait,  laying  the  fifh  regularly  upon  one 
another.  —  After  leaving  the  cod  in  fait  for  a  few  davs, 
they  wa(h  it  well,  make  it  up  in  piles,  and  in  fair 
weather  fpread  it  out,  with  the  (kin  undermoft,  on  a 

kind 


OF  NORTH  America;       s^ 

kibd  of  flage  raifed  with  wattles,  about  two  feet  from 
the  ground,  or  upon  (tones ;  before  night  they  turn 
the  (kin  uppermoft,  which  they  alfo  do  whenever  it 
rains  :  v/hen  the  fiih  has  been  dried  a  litde,  it  is  raifed 
into  larger  piles,  where  it  refts  a  day  or  two  ;  after 
which  it  is  again  expofed  to  the  air,  and  turned  ac- 
cording as  there  is  occafion,  before  they  raife  it  into 
larger  piles  in  the  fame  form ;  where,  after  this  ope- 
radon,  it  Ibmetimcs  remains  fifteen  days  without  be* 
ing  moved  at  all ;  at  the  end  of  which  it  is  once  more 
expofed  to  the  air,  and,  when  almoft  dry,  gathered 
together  again,  in  order  to  fweac  ^  which  operation 
takes  twenty-four  hours  or  more,  according  to  the 
fea(bn ;  then  it  is  opened  the  lafl:  dme  to  the  air,  and^ 
when  thoroughly  dry,  houled. 

Fifli  manufaftured  in  this  manner  are  not  only 
more  fair  to  the  eye,  but  more  grateful  to  the  tafte, 
than  tho(e  which  are  partly  prepared  at  fea ;  as  is  the 
ca(e  with  larger  vedels  which  go  out,  and  are  loaded, 
before  they  return ;  opening,  faldng  and  packing 
their  fifh  in  the  hold  or  the  vtttel :  by  which  means 
it  is  forty  or  fifty  days,  and  often  much  longer,  before 
they  rietum  to  (horc,  when  they  proceed  with  it  as  be- 
fore mentioned. 

The  fifli  cured  in  the  fpring,  before  the  great  heats,' 
is  generally  the  beft,  if  properly  prepared  -,  which  de- 
pends upon  the  (kill  and  diligence  of  thofe  employed 
about  it,  and  alfo  upon  the  quality  of  the  fait  made 
ufe  of :  on  which  lait  account  the  Englifh  caught  fiih 
is  generally  inferior  to  the  American,  the  fait  they 
make  ufe  of  often  having  a  mineral  quality,  or  per- 
haps owing  to  their  not  having  the  like  opportunity  to 
prepare  it  feafonably,  by  realon  of  the  length  of  the 
voyage. 

The  fifh  caught  in  Odtober  or  November  may  con- 
tinue in  fait  till  March,  or  the  beginning  of  Aprii, 
without  any  fenfible  damage  *,  when  it  is  walhed  and 
undergoes  the  procefs  above  defcribed. 
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The  Province  of  QUEBEC  is  much  the  largcft 
of  any  upon  the  continent.  Quebec,  which  is  the 
metropolis,  and  near  the  centre  of  it,  is  fituated  in 
46  deg.  55  min.  north  latitude,  and  69  deg.  48  mtn. 
-weft  longitude.  It  is  bounded  north-eafteriy  by  the 
gulf  of  St.  Lawrence,  and  the  river  St.  John's ;  north- 
wefterly,  by  wild  uninhabited  hnds  5  fouth-wcftcrly, 
by  the  lame ;  and  fouthcrly,  by  the  province  of  New 
York,  the  New-England  provinces,  and  the  province 
of  Nova  Scotia ;  extending  from  north-eaft:  to  Ibuth- 
weft  about  five  hundred  miles,  and  upward  of  two 
hundred  miles  wide.  This  country  was  firft  fettled 
by  the  French,  who  kept  the  pofleffion  and  govern- 
ment of  it  till  September  13,  1759,  when  Quebec  was 
furrendered  to  the  Generals  Monkton  and  Townfliend, 
commanding  the  Britifh  troops  that  had  been  deftined 
for  the  expedition  againft  it  the  preceding  Ibfing,  un^ 
der  the  command  of  General  Wolf;  and  September 
8,  1760,  all  Canada  was  given  up  to  the  Englilh; 
and  has  fmce  been  confirmed  to  the  Britifh  crown  by 
the  treaty  of  peace.  The  French  comprehended  un^ 
der  the  name,  of  Canada  a  much  larger  territory  than 
the  above-mentioned  5  taking  into  their  claim  great 
part  of  the  New-England  provinces,  and  of  the  pro- 
vinces of  New- York  and  Nova  Scotia,  northerly  to 
Hudfon's  Bay,  wefterly  to  the  Pacific  ocean,  fbutherly 
to  the  2ulf  ojf  Mexico :  and  had  erefted  a  chain  cSf 
forts,  from  the  mouth  of  the  river  St.  Lawrence 
to  their  lettlements  at  Louifiana,  to  fupport  their 
claim. 

There  are  many  fcttlements  upon  the  banks  of  the 
river  St.  Lawrence,  and  of  thofe  rivers  which  empty 
into  it,  as  well  as  on  the  iflands  furrounded  by  it ;  but 
none  defcrving  of  particular  notice  in  this  place, 
except  Quebec  and  Montreal.  The  former,  fituated 
on  the  north  fide  of  the  river,  about  300  miles  from 
the  mouth,  contains  upwards  of  1 500  dwelling- houfcs, 
well-built,  befide  fevcral  public  buildings,  which  arc 
ftately  and  Iplcndid.  This  town,  befide  the  natural 
6  fafety 
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£ifcty  of  its  (ituation,  is  now  well  fortified.     Montreal 
is  near  as  large  and  populous  as  Quebec,  and  is  much 
more  pleafantly  fituated :  being  on  an  ifland  of  the 
fame  name,  in  the  river  St.  Lawrence,  about  200 
miles  above  Quebec.     The  ftreets  are  regular,  the 
houfes  well-built^  commodious,  and  agreeable-,  and 
every  houfe  may  be  fecn  at  one  view  from  the  har- 
bour, or  from  the  fouthermoft  fide  of  the  river ;  as 
the  hill,  on  the  fide  of  which  the  town  ftands,  falls 
gradually  to  the  water.     The  public  t)uildings  here 
exceed  thofe  of  Quebec  for  beauty.     The  number  of 
inhabitants  in  Canada  is  upward  of  100,000.     The 
ifland  of  Montreal  is  exceedingly  fertile,  and  well-im- 
pioved,  producing  great  plenty  of  greens,  and  fome 
fruit.     There  are  feveral  other  iQands  to  the  north  of 
Montreal,  which  are  formed  by  the  Attawawas  river, 
and  which  are  improved.    In  the  lake  St.  Francis, 
fouth-weft  of  Montreal,  are  feveral  iflands  that  are 
inhabited  and  well-improved ;  St.  Pierre  is  the  mofi: 
confiderable  of  them. 

The  rivers,  branching  through  this  extenfive  coun- 
try, are  very  numerous,  and  many  of  them  navigable 
a  confiderable  way  into  the  country  :  but  they  are  all 
fwallowed  up  in  the  river  St.  Lawrence.  This  river 
is  eighty  miles  wide  at  its  entrance  into  the  Tea  at  Cape 
Rofiers,  on  the  fide  of  Nova  Scotia  •,  fomething  to  the 
eaftward  of  which  is  the  ifland  of  Anticofta,  of  not 
much  account.  The  courfe  of  the  river  is  nearly 
through  the  middle  of  the  province,  from  the  fouth- 
weft  to  the  north-eaft,  receiving  the  waters  of  a  great 
many  navigable  rivers,  and  forming  a  great  variety  of 
bays,  harbours,  and  iflands  \  the  moil  pleafant  and 
fruitful  of  which  is  the  ifland  of  Orleans,  a  little  be- 
low Quebec— The  foil  of  this  ifland  is  excellent, 
and,  being  well  improved,  is  a  garden  for  the  city  of 
Quebec,  producing  in  great  abundance  all  kinds  of 
grain  and  vegetables  common  to  the  climate.  This 
ifland  is  twenty-one  miles  in  length,  and  three  or  four 
wide. 
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The  French,  while  they  had  pofleflTion  of  this  praii 
vince,  very  induftrioufly  reprefcnted  the  navigation 
of  the  river  St.  Lawrence  to  be  difficult  and  dan- 
gerous J  but  we  have  fince  found  the  contrary  tso  be 
the  cafe,  Ihips  of  the  line  meeting  with  no  difficulty 
in  going  to  Quebec.  The  land  in  general,  on  both 
fides  of  the  river,  is  low  and  level  •,  indeed  oppofite 
to  Quebec  are  two  confiderable  mountains,  called  the 
Lady  Mountains,  which  ftt)m  this  place  run  ibuth^ 
weft  through  the  continent  to  the  country  of  the 
Creek  Indians,  at  the  north-part  of  the  Two  Floridas^ 
in  one  continual  ridge  -,  and  wherever  rivers  have 
forced  their  way  through  them,  they  rife  on  each  fide 
very  fteep  ito  their  common  height.  This  ridge  of 
mountains  4$  called  the  Apalachian  Hills;  and  again 
at  Montreal  fome  hills  appear  to  the  north-weft 
of  it. 

The  climate  here  is  cold,  the  winters  long  and 
tedious,  efpccially  in  the  north-eafterly  parts  of  the 
province  -,  notwithftanding  which  the  foil  is  none  of 
the'  word,  being  produftive  of  moft  kinds  of  Englifh 
grain  and  vegetables,  common  to  the  climate,  in  great 
abundance.  The  fummers  are  exceeding  pleafanC,. 
anil  ib  prolific,  that  the  farmer  expefts  to  reap  his 
crop  in  fixtcen  weeks  from  the  lowing  of  his  feed. 
I'licre  is  in  ibme  parts  of  this  province  very  excellent 
timber.  In  lliorr,  notwithftanding  its  northwardly 
fuuation,  it  may  be  juftly  denominated  a  healthy^ 
fruitful,  and  plcalant  country,  affording  moft  of  the 
nccelliuics  and  coineniencics  of  life ;  having  (though 
iTioftly  fuu.;te  v/ithin  land)  all  the  advantages  of  an 
t\rcnded  Ica-coaft,  by  means  of  the  river  St.  Law- 
rcncf,  which  anbrJs  an  eafy  conveyance  from  one  part 
of  the  province  to  another. 

The  chief  commodities  exported  from  this  province 
are  timber,    furs,  deer,  elk,  and    moofe   flcins,  Scc^ 

The  government  is  the  fame  as  that  of  Nova  Sco- 
tia :  and  the  religion  of  the  French  inhabitants  is  that 
of  ti:L^  ciiurch  of  Rome  3  bwng  tolerated  in  the  free 
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cxercife  of  it  by  the  capitulation,  which  was  conBrmed 
to  them  by  the  fubfequent  treaty ;  his  Britannic  ma- 
jefty  has  the  appointment  of  their  bifhop. 

NEW  ENGLAND  is  fituated  between  41  and  43 
degrees  50  mid.  north  latitude,  and  64  deg.  40  min. 
and  73  deg.  weft  longitude,  is  bounded  norch-eafterly 
and  eafterly  by  Nova  Scotia  and  the  bay  of  Fundy, 
north-wefterly  by  Canada,  wefterly  by  the  province 
of  New- York,  foutherly  by  the  Sound,  and  fouth- 
cafterly  by  the  Atlantic  ocean,  having  its  fea-coafts 
very  irregular  and  broken  by  a  variety  of  bays  and 
inlets. 

This  territory  is  divided  into  five  diftinft  diftrifts 
or  governments  •,  the  moft  northerly  is  the  province  of 
Main,  which  now  is  called  the  county  of  York,  be- 
ing under  the  jurifdiftion  of  the  MafTachufet's  Bay. 
Next  to  this  county,  and  between  it  and  the  Maflfa- 
chufet's  Bay,  is  the  province  of  New  Hamplhire': 
next  to  the  bay-government  is  the  colony  of  Rhode 
ifland  :  and  to  the  fbuth  and  weft  of  both  of  them,  is 
the  colony  of  Connecticut.  Thefc  feveral  diftrifts, 
in  efFeft,  took  their  rife  from  the  firft  fettlcment  made 
by  the  Englifh  in  this  country,  which  was  the  colony 
of  Plymouth,  fituated  near  Cape  Cod,  and  which 
now,  as  well  as  the  province  of  Main,  is  incorporated 
into  that  of  the  MASSACHUSETTS  Bay. 

The  province  of  MAIN  is  feparated  from  the  others 
by  the  province  of  New  Hampftiire,  rqnning  in  be- 
tween them  about  thirty  miles  wide  upon  the  fea. 
Indeed  for  feveral  years  the  province  of  New  Hamp- 
ihire,  as  well  as  the  fcattering  fettlements  of  Nova 
Scotia,  were  under  the  jurifdidion  of  this  province. 
That  piart  of  it  called  the  province  of  Main,  or 
county  of  York,  is  bounded  wefterly  by  New  Hamp- 
(hivcj  northerly  by  Canada,  north-eafterly  by  Nova 
Scotia,  or  the  river  St.  John's,  fouth-eafterly  and 
fouthwardly  by  the  fea  for  near  200  miles.  The  other 
part  of  this  province  has  New  Hampniire  f.)r  its  nor- 
thern boundary,  eafterly  and  foutherly  it  is  bounded 
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by  the  fea,  fouth-wcft  and  wcfterly  by  the  colonies  of 
Rhode  ifland  and  Conne£ticur,  and  the  proviuce  of 
New  York. 

The  town  of  Bofton  is  fitnated  upon  a  peninfula  at 
the  bottom  of  the  Mafiachuiet's  Bay,  and  contains 
between  4  and  5000  houlcs,  which  in  general  arc 
well-built;  and  feveral  of  the  public  buildings  are 
very  fpacious  and  elegant.  The  number  of  inhabi- 
tants in  the  whole  province  is  computed  to  be  upward 
of  200,000. 

That  part  of  the  province  called  the  county  of  York 
has  a  very  cold  foil  •,  great  part  of  it  toward  the  pro- 
vince of  Quebec  being  mountainous,  is  entirely  unfit 
for  Agriculture  ;  and  that  toward  the  feacoafts  is  low» 
and  covered  with  woods,  excepting  near  the  banks 
of  rivers,  which  fall  from  the  mountains  (of  which 
there  is  a  great  number)  on  which  multitudes  of  faw- 
mills  are  ereded.  Here  may  be  found  plenty  of  oak, 
afh,  and  maple  -,  and  on  feveral  of  thcfc  rivers,  for 
many  miles  together,  the  land  is  pretty  good ;  and 
doubtlefs  would  have  been  better  improved,  had  not 
the  inhabitants  for  many  years  paft  been  kept  in  al- 
moft  continual  alarms,  and  fometimes  been  driven 
from  their  plantations  by  the  favages. 

There  are  feveral  fafc  and  convenient  harbours, 
along  the  fea-coafts,  the  principal  of  which  is  Cafco 
Bay,  the  moft  confiderable  town  in  the  country, 
where  great  part  of  the  mafts  for  the  royal  navy  are 
taken  in. 

The  other  part  of  the  province  has  a  variety  of  foil, 
it  being  in  fome  places  very  barren,  in  others  fertile, 
and  abundantly  productive  of  Indian  corn,  rye,  oats^ 
barley,  flax,  peafe,  &c.  wheat  being  raifed  only  in 
the  weftcrly  parts  of  it.  The  furface  is  generally 
rocky  and  uneven,  excepting  near  the  rivers,  where 
^rc  fome  pleafant  inter-vales. 

The  chief  commodities  exported  from  this  province 
are  (hips  rcady-built,  timber,  furs,  fifh,  pot-alh,  caft 
iron-Wiire,  Qil,  tallow,  ^Cf . 
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His  Bricannic  Majefty  appoints  the  governor,  lieu*^ 
tenant-governor,  fecrctary,  and  the  officers  of  the  ad- 
miralty, in  this  province ;  and  the  freeholders  chufe 
a  koufe  of  reprefentatives,  who  chufe  a  fpeaker  and 
council,  or  upper  houfe.  The  governor,  however, 
has  a  negative  on  their  choice  \  but  he  and  all  the 
officers  in  the  province  (except  the  comptroller  of  his 
majefty's  cuftoms)  receivfe  their  falaries  by  a  vote  of 
the  two  houfes,  who  have  never  yet  been  brought  to 
fettle  a  falary  not  even  upon  the  governor ;  who  ge« 
nerally  has  it  in  his  inftrudions  from  his  majeily  to 
infid  upon  their  doing  it.  They  however  comnionl/ 
grant  him  loool.  fterling  per  annum. 

The  Province  of  NEW  HAMPSHIRE  is 
bounded  on  the  fouth  by  Maflfachufet's  Bay,  on  the; 
weft  by  the  province  of  New  York,  on  the  north  by 
Canada,  and  north-eafterly  by  the  county  of  York, 
having  only  thirty  miles  of  fea-cpaft. 

The  town  of  Porcfmouch,  which  is  the  metropolis 
of  this  province,  contains  about  700  dwellinghoufes, 
and  four  meeting-houfes  and  a  chapel.  It  is  very 
pleafantly  fituated  on  Pifcataqua  Bay,  having  a  fafe 
and  convenient  harbour,  where  the  largeft  fhips  may 
ride  lecurely.  From  this  port  annually  fail  about  200 
veilels,  loaded  chiefly  with  timber,  fi(h,  &cc.  for  the 
Weft  Indies,  which  having  difpofed  of,  they  reload, 
and  proceed  from  thence  to  Europe,  where  both 
veflels  and  cargoes  are  fold,  and  the  mariners  reiurn 
paflengers. 

The  other  confiderable  towns  for  trade  in  this  pro- 
vince, are  Hampton,  Cochecha,  and  Exeter.  Lon- 
donderry, an  inland  town  about  thirty-five  miles  from 
Portfmouth,  is  confiderable  for  manufafturing  of 
linen,  being  peopled  chiefly  with  the  jiadves  of 
Ireland.  The  number  of  inhabitants  in  this  province 
is  about  70,000,  which  have  greatly  increafed  fmce 
the  redudion  of  Canada. 

The  foil  of  this  province  is  various,  much  re- 
ftuibliDg  that  of  the  county  of  York  already  defcrib.-d, 

H  4  eft^c^ally 


i04        A  CONCISE  ACCOUNT 

cfpecially  the  northerly  parts  of  it,  being  mountaineui 
and  broken. 

The  moft  confiderable  mountains  in  this  province, 
and  indeed  in  New  England,  are  thofe  called  the 
White  Mountains,  lb  called  from  their  appearance, 
which  is  like  fnow,  confifting,  as  is  generally  fup- 
poled,  of  a  white  flint,  from  which  the  refledion  of 
the  (i\n  is  very  brilliant  and  dazzling ;  and  by  thchf 
prodigious  height  are  to  be  feen  at  a  very  great  dif- 
tance,  being  often  difcovered  by  the  feamen  coafting 
the  eaftern  fhore,  when  all  the  intermediate  land  in 
entirely  concealed.  It  is  not  known  that  any  peribn 
was  ever  on  the  top  of  thefe  mountains.  The  Indiana 
have  often  attempted  it  in  vain,  by  reafon  of  the 
change  of  the  air  they  met  with  :  which  Major  Ro- 
gers fays  he  is  inclined  to  believe,  having  afcended 
them  himfelf  till  the  alteration  of  air  was  very  per- 
ceptible, when  lie  had  not  advanced  half  way  up. 
The  valleys  below  were  then  concealed  by  the  clouds. 
Indeed  there  arc  feveral  other  mountains  in  thb  coun-^ 
try,  whole  tops  are  above  the  ordinary  clouds,  rarely^ 
if  ever,  receiving  the  benefit  of  rain  upon  them. 

The  balls  of  the  \Vhitc  Mountains  is  a  tradb  of 
about  fifty-five  miles  fquare,  from  which  they  rife  in 
C ragged  heads,  one  above  another,  in  an  irregular 
manner,  all  the  way  to  the  top.  For  the  firft  four 
or  five  miles  of  afcent,  there  are  found  beach,  hem- 
lock, and  fome  white  pines ;  higher  up  the  growth  is 
chiefly  black  fpruce  for  fix  or  feven  miles,  where  the 
fides  arc  clad  with  a  white  mofs.  Up  higher  fcarce 
any  thing  is  found  growing;  for  which  reafon,  if 
there  was  no  other,  the  afcent  would  be  very  difficult, 
the  mountain  being  extremely  fteep.  There  are 
manv  fliv.ims  of  w.iter  gufliing  out  of  the  fides,  which 
run  down  with  great  rapidity  :  indeed  all  the  largeft 
and  bcft  rivers  in  New  England  take  their  rife  from 
foim-  j>:ur  of  tlu'fc  mountains.  By  all  which  dreams 
tivj  richt-s  of  thefe  hiUs,  whofe  tops  are  inacceflible, 
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ere  annually  carried  to  and  diftributcd  among  the 
neighbouring  provinces. 

In  the  province  of  New  Hamplhire  is  a  great  plenty 
and  variety  of  timber;  its  forefts  abound  with  all 
kinds  of  game  common  to  the  climate ;  and  its  rivers 
with  falmon,  ihad,  eels,  trout,  &c.  Some  fiflieries 
are  carried  on  in  the  fea-ports,  but  its  fcanty  limits 
on  the  fca  forbid  its  becoming  fo  confiderable  as  its 
neighbours  in  that  branch.  The  produce  of  the  foil 
is  chiefly  Indian  corn,  rye,  oats,  peafe,  it  being  too 
cold  for  wheat :  they  alfo  raife  fome  hemp  and  flax, 
and  breed  black  cattle,  horfes,  iheep,  &c.  but  in  no 
great  abundance. 

The  chief  commodities  exported  from  this  pro- 
vince, are  mafts  for  the  royal  navy,  ftaves,  boards, 
ibihgles,  furs,  &c. 

The  governor,  lieutenant-governor,  council,  and 
fccretary,  and  the  officers  of  the  admiralty  in  this 
province,  are  appointed  by  his  Britannic  Majefl:y, 
who  is  abfolute  fovereign  of  the  foil.  The  feveral 
towns  and  diftrifts  chufe  their  reprefentativcs  •,  and 
all  inferior  executive  officers  are  appointed  by  the  go- 
vernor, with  the  advice  of  his  majelly's  council. 

This  infant  province  labours  under  a  great  incon- 
venience in  judicial  matters,  there  being  but  one 
E'lace  in  the  province  at  which  the  courts  of  juftice  are 
eld,  viz.  at  Portfmouth,  one  of  the  extremities : 
hence  many  of  the  inhabitants  often  have  to  travel  1 50 
or  200  miles  on  trifling  occafions. 

CONNECTICUT  comprehends  what  were  ori- 
ginally the  colony  of  Connedlicut  or  Hartford,  and 
that  of  New  Haven  ;  being  incorporated  into  one  in 
1692,  ftill  retaining,  by  a  charter  then  granted  them, 
all  the  privileges  of  their  ancient  charters ;  and,  in- 
deed, ever  fmce  their  union,  they  have  kept  up  two 
feats  of  government,  viz.  Hartford  and  New  Haven, 
at  which  places  their  general  court  or  afTembly  fits  al- 
Iternately,  for  tranfafting  the  affairs  of  the  colony. 
This  colony  is  bouaded  by  the  Maflacliufct's  on  the 
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north.  New  York  on  the  weft,  Ibutherly  by  the 
Sound,  and  eafterly  by  Rhode-Idand  and  a  part  of 
the  Mallachufet's  Bay.  It  harh  many  fine  towns, 
pleafantly  (ituated  upon  the  river  Connedicut,  and 
along  the  Sound ;  the  principal  of  which,  for  trade 
and  commerce,  are  New  London,  Harford,  and 
New  Haven  ;  the  latter  of  which,  fituated  on  New 
Haven  Bay,  is  elegantly  laid  out.  The  number  of 
iiihabitants  in  the  whole  colony  is  fuppofed  to  be  about 
two  hundred  and  ten  thoufand. 

The  foil  of  this  colony  is  various,  much  of  it  being 
uneven,  rocky,  cold,  and  barren ;  and  other  parts 
exceeding  pleafant  and  fertile,  efpecially  on  Connec- 
ticut river  already  mentioned,  whofe  inter-vales  pro- 
duce all  kinds  of  grain  and  finiit  con:mon  to  the  cli- 
mate in  great  abundance,  rarely  diiappointing,  and 
often  exceeding  the  hopes  of  the  hufbandman. 

The  trade  of  this  colony  to  foreign  parts  is  very  in- 
confiderable,  they  being  chiefly  fupplicd  with  foreign 
commodities  from  Bofton  and  New  York ;  in  ex- 
change for  which  they  fend  beef,  pork,  flax-fecd, 
onions,  &c. 

There  are  fome  iron-works  in  this  colony  carried 
on  to  great  advantage ;  and  they  Ihip  fome  lumber 
and  horles  to  the  Weft  Indies,  and  confiderable  quan- 
tities of  faffafras  to  Holland^  8cc, 

They  have  always  been  exceedingly  careful  in  this 
colony  not  to  abule  or  exceed  the  rights  and  privileges 
granted  them  by  their  charter,  whereby  they  might 
incur  a  forfeiture  of  it ;  but,  in  conformity  to  it, 
continue  annually  to  chufe  their  own  governor,  lieu- 
tenant-governor, affiftants,  and  deputies,  &c.  by 
whom  all  executive  officers  are  appointed  and  au- 
thorifcd. 

The  Colony  of  RHODE-ISLAND  compre- 
hends what  were  originally  the  colonies  or  plantations 
of  Rhode-Ifland  and  Providence,  being  incorporated 
into  one,  by  a  new  charter,  about  the  fame  time  as 
the  colony  of  Coiincfticut  j  and,  likje  thatg^.  they  ftiU 
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vecsun  the  rights  and  privileges  that  were  at  firft 
granted  them  in  their  feparate  ftate,  keeping  up  like- 
wife  two  feats  of  government,  viz.  Newport  and  Prx>- 
vidence,  at  which  places  their  general  court  is  hekjL 
alternately. 

This  colony  has  but  a  fmall  territory,  and  is  bound- 
ed norch  and  eaft  by  the  MalTachufet's  Bay,  foutherly 
by  the  ocean,  and  wefterly  by  Connecticut.  The 
principal  towns  in  it  are  thofe  already  mentioned 
of  Newport,  fituated  on  the  ifland  called  Rhode- 
Ifland,  pleafantly  enough,  and  has  a  fafe  and  good 
harbour  for  ordinary  (hipping;  and  Providence,  fi- 
tuated not  lefs  pleafantly  upon  Providence  river,  is  a 
very  thriving  town,  and  has  a  confiderable  trade.  The 
number  of  inhabitants  in  this  colony  is  computed  to 
be  about  70,000. 

The  foil  is  generally  low,  and  inclined  to  rocks  and 
ftones ;  however,  when  properly  improved,  produces 
Indian  corn,  rye,  oats,  peafe,  hemp,  flax,  and  fome 
wheat,  and  moft  kinds  of  fruit  common  to  the  cli- 
mate, in  great  perfedlion,  efpecially  on  Rhode- 
Mand  itfelf. 

The  principal  commodities  exported  from  hence, 
arc  horfes,  fheep,  cheefe,  and  the  produce  they  pro- 
cure from  the  neighbouring  provinces,  fuch  as  fifh 
and  lumber  from  the  Maffachufet's  and  New  Hamp- 
jhire  -,  flour,  beef,  and  pork,  from  Philadelphia,  New 
York,  and  Conncfticut,  which  they  commonly  pay 
for  in  rum,  fugar,  and  molaffes,  imported  from  the 
Weft  Indies,  in  tea  from  Holland,  or  in  flavcs  from 
the  coafts  of  Africa. 

The  form  of  government  here  is  in  all  refpefts  the 
fame  as  in  the  colony  of  Connedlicut.  They  are  nor, 
however,  fo  Icrupulous  in  keeping  up  to  the  terms  of 
their  charter,  often  difpenfing  with  it  in  fome  effential 
points,  and  taking  liberties,  not  only  detrimental  to 
the  other  provinces,  but  even  to  the  nation,  efpecially 
in  times  of  war,  by  carrying  on  an  illicit  trade  with 
the  enemy,  and  fupplying  them  with  the  moft  mate- 
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rial  articles.  Nor  can  it  be  greatly  wondered  at  that 
their  governor  fhould  fall  in  with  fo  clandeftine  a  me* 
thod  for  the  procurement  of  a  livelihood,  when  it  is 
confidered  that  they  allow  him  but  fifty  or  fixty 
dollars  per  annum  for  his  maintenance;  befide,  as 
he  is  annually  elected,  there  are  always  competitors 
for  the  government  -,  and  generally  he  who  diftributes 
the  moft  caQi,  and  gives  the  beft  entertainments,  is 
the  man  who  obtains  a  majority  of  votes.  Theft? 
eleftion  expences  generally  run  high,  and  (like  the 
eleftions  in  the  mother  country)  muft  be  refunded 
fome  way  or  other  during  his  reign  who  happens  to  be 
eledled. 

There  are  in  this  colony  men  of  almoft  every  reli- 
gious pcrfuaGon  in  the  world.  The  greateft  number 
are  Quakers,  and  many  make  no  particular  profeflTion 
of  any  :  on  which  account  no  queftions  are  here  aiked, 
every  man  being  left  to  think  and  aft  for  himfelf. 
This  province  is  infefted  with  a  rafcally  fet  of  Jews, 
who  fail  not  to  take  advantage  of  the  great  liberty 
here  given  to  men  of  all  profcffions  and  religions, 
and  are  a  pcft  not  only  to  this,  but  the  neighbouring 
provinces.  % 

There  is  not  one  free-fchool  in  the  whole  colonv, 
and  the  education  ot  children,  generally,  IhamefuUy 
neglefted. 

NEW  YORK  is  fituated  between  40  and  44  deg. 
north  latitude,  and  70  and  76  deg.  weft  longitude, 
being  bounded  caft  by  the  New  England  provinces, 
north  by  the  province  of  Quebec,  north-weft  and 
weft  by  the  lands  of  the  Five  Nations  and  part  of 
Penfylvania,  fouth-weftcrly  and  foutherly,  by  the  pro- 
vince of  Jerley  and  the  Atlantic  ocean,  having  a  very 
extcnfivc  and  valuable  territory. 

This  province  (as  well  as  the  Jerfies  and  Penfyl- 
vania) was  orif!;inally  fettled  by  the  Swedes,  not  long 
after  the  Ncv/  L'.ngland  people  fettled  at  Plymouth  i 
and  after  iliem  feme  Dutch  adventurers  fetded  here, 
who,  being  reinforced  from  Holland,  quickly  became 
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the  ftrongeft  party,  and  obliged  the  Swedes  to  ac- 
knowledge them  as  the  fole  proprietors  of  this  coun- 
try, paying  no  regard  to  the  claim  of  the  Englifh, 
who  had  not  only  dilcovered,  but  traded  to  it  betbrc. 
Their  intrufions  and  ufurpations  continued  during  the 
fuccceding  troublefome  times  of  England ;  but  King 
Charles  L  having  made  a  grant  of  what  is  now  the 
provinces  of  New  York,  New  Jerfey,  and  Penfyl- 
vania,  to  his  brother  James,  then  Duke  of  York,  and 
High-admiral,  a  fleet,  under  the  command  of  Sir 
Robert  Carr,  was  fent  in  1 664  with  a  fufficient  num- 
ber of  land-forces,  to  take  poflefllon  of  the  cx)untry 
that  had  been  granted  him ;  who  quickly  reduced  the 
forts  the  Dutch  had  ereded  there,  and  obliged  them 
to  become  Britilh  fubjefts,  or  leave  the  country.  The 
people  gladly  accepted  of  the  former  alternative; 
whence  it  is  that  many  of  the  beft  families  in  New 
York,  to  this  day,  appear  by  their  names  to  be  of 
Dutch  extradion. 

New  Amfterdam,  fituated  on  an  ifland  at  the 
mouth  of  Hudfon*s  river,  was  pitched  upon  for  the 
metropolis,  its  name  being  changed  to  that  of  New 
York,  in  honour  of  the  proprietor's  title ;  and  from 
the  name  of  the  city,  the  county  to  the  eafl:  and 
north,  and  indeed  the  whole  province,  goes  under 
the  fame  appellation;  asdoes  likewife  the  county  of 
Albany,  where  the  Dutch  had  erefted  a  fort,  named 
Orange  Fort,  receive  the  name  of  Albany,  from  the 
Duke's  other  title. 

The  country  being  thus  fubdued,  became,  by  pru- 
dent management,  a  very  flourifhing  colony ;  Mr. 
Nichols  their  firft  governor  making  it  one  of  his  firft 
ftudies  to  cultivate  a  friendfliip,  and  enter  into  a 
treaty  of  peace,  with  the  Mohocks,  or  Five  Nations 
of  the  Indians,  who  have  ever  fince  continued  true 
and  faithful,  and  been  of  great  fervice  to  this  pro- 
vince. 

In  1673,  a  war  breaking  out  between  England  and 
the  States-general,  the  Dutch  fcnt  a  fleet  to  recover 
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this  colony,  and  again  reduced  it  to  their  obedience  $ 
but  they  kept  pofTeffion  thereof  but  a  very  (hort  time, 
it  being  ceded  to  the  crown  of  Great  Britain  (and  the 
governor  replaced)  by  the  treaty  which  followed  in 
1 674  5  ever  fince  which  time  it  hath  been  under  the 
Englifh  government. 

The  city  of  New  York,  which  is  governed  by  a  may- 
or and  aldermen,  is  lituated  on  an  ifland  bounded  by 
Hudfon's  river  on  the  weft,  the  Bay  and  Sound  on 
the  (buth  and  eaft,  and  a  fmall  creek  or  channel  com- 
municating with  the  Sound  and  Hudfon's  river,  about 
fixteen  miles  north  from  the  city.  In  the  city  are  be- 
tween 2  and  3000  houfes,  generally  well  built ;  but 
the  ftreets  irregular.  It  hath  fevcral  fpacious  public 
buildings,  among  which  the  college  and  the  court- 
houfe  are  the  moft  confiderable,  and  the  governor's 
manfion-houfe  within  the  fort ;  the  houfes  for  public 
worfhip  are  no-ways  defpicable,  efpecially  the  two 
Englilh  churches.  This  city  abounds  with  many 
wealthy  merchants,  who  carry  on  a  large  trade  to 
foreign  parts. 

The  next  confiderable  place  in  this  province  is  the 
city  of  Albany,  fituated  upon  the  weft-fide  of  Hud- 
fon's  river,  150  miles  above  New  York,  containing 
near  400  houfes  -,  others  are  Sheneftady,  on  the  Mo- 
hock river,  fifteen  miles  above  Albany ;  Efopus,  half- 
way between  Albany  and  York ;  and  Peckeepfy, 
about  ten  miles  further  down  the  river.  The  num- 
ber of  inhabitants  in  the  whole  province  are  about 

1 50,000. 

The  foil  of  this  province  is  generally  very  pleafant 
and  fertile,  producing  in  great  abundance  all  forts  of 
grain  and  fruit,  common  to  the  climate ;  efpecially 
the  inter-vales,  which  are  many,  and  large,  upon  its 
extended  rivers,  of  which  Hudfon's  river  is  the  chief. 
This  river  is  navigable  for  veflcls  of  an  hundred  tons  . 
as  high  as  Albany,  and  (hallops  can  go  eight  or  ten 
miles  higher.  About  eight  miles  above  Albany  the 
Mohock  river  empties  itfelf  at  fcveral  mouths,  called 
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the  fprouts,  into  this.  This  river  takes  it  rife  in  the 
Mohock  country,  and  is  navigable  (excepting  fome 
few  falls)  for  whale-boats  and  battoes,  for  upward  of 
one  hundred  miles ;  its  courfe  is  eaftwardly,  and  has 
adjacent  to  it  many  fine  inter-vales,  particularly  that 
called  the  German  Flats,  being  fettled  with  Germans^ 
and  is  extended  along  the  river  for  fifty  miles  in 
lensth,  and  about  two  in  width. 

In  the  before-mentioned  rivers  is  great  plenty  of 
filh.  There  are  feveral  pleafant  and  fruitful  iflands 
to  the  Ibiith  and  fouth-eaft  of  the  city  •,  and,  annong 
thele,  that  Called  Long  Ifland  deferves  the  firft  no- 
tice. 

This  ifiand  is  about  150  miles  in  length,  and  in 
fome  places  twenty  miles  wide ;  the  middle  of  the 
ifland  is  fomewhat  barren,  but  both  ends  are  mod 
excellent  foil,  improved  perhaps  to  as  great  advantage 
as  any  lands  in  America :  it  produces  all  kinds  of 
grain  and  fruit,  to  be  found  in  this  part  of  the  coun- 
try, to  great  perfection  ;  and  abounds  with  black 
cattle,  fheep,  fwine,  horfes,  &c.  beyond  any  other 
part  of  the  province.  The  produce  of  fome  fingic 
acres  at  the  weft  end,  which  is  handy  to  New  York 
market,  by  report  annually  amounts  to  near  a  hun- 
dred pounds  fterling.  And  fo  produ<5live  is  this  ifland 
of  the  human  fpecies,  that  no  lefs  than  a  hundred  fa- 
milies annually  remove  from  hence  to  other  places, 
generally  carrying  with  them  an  handfome  fum  tq  be* 
gin  with  ;  and  a  much  greater  number  of  women  ar? 
annually  married  from  hence  into  the  neighbouring 
plantations. 

The  fituation  of  New  York  is  extremely  happy  for 
trade,  having  a  fafe  and  convenient  harbour,  accel- 
fible  three  different  ways  for  (hips  of  common  bur- 
then ;  viz.  by  way  of  the  Sound,  between  Long  ifland 
and  Streighten  ifland,  (which  is  the  mofl  ufual  and 
eafy  entrance) ;  and  again  between  Streighten  ifland 
and  the  Jcrley-lhore.  There  are  eafy  conveyances  to 
and  from  it  by  wat^r,  upon  its  rivers  and  lakes  (ex- 
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ccpt  fomc  few  carrying-places)  to  Montreal  and  Que-« 
bee  northward,  and  to  the  great  lakes  £ne,  Ontario^ 
&c.  weftward,  for  600  miles ;  and  upon  the  fea  it  has 
not  only  the  advantage  of  its  own  coafts,  but  alfo  c£ 
Connecticut  and  the  Jerfies,  their  trade  in  great  mea- 
fure  centering  here. 

The  commodities  exported  from  hence  are  there- 
fore thofe  of  the  three-  governments,  fuch  as  wheat, 
flour,  beef,  pork,  furs,  and  caftor,  in  great  abun- 
dance ;  (laves,  plank,  lumber,  flax-Ieed,  pig  and  bdx 
iron,  and  fome  copper.  Of  late,  great  encourage- 
ment is  given  to  feveral  manufaftories,  efpecially  that 
of  hemp  :  and  in  the  city  a  fociety  is  formed,  who  fit 
at  dated  times,  to  confult  methods  for  promoting 
trade  and  hufbandry  in  their  various  branches,  and 
the  manufafturing  of  linen,  wool,  iron,  &c. 

His  Britannic  Majclty  is  abfolute  fovereign  of  the 
foil  of  this  province,  and  by  him  the  governor,  lieu- 
tenant-governor, fecretary,  council,  &c.  are  appoint- 
ed ;  the  freeholders  of  the  feveral  counties  elefting 
their  own  reprefentatives,  to  form  a  legiflative  body 
with  them.  The  cities  of  New  York  and  Albany 
have  likewife  the  privilege,  by  their  charters,  of 
making  by-laws  for  themfelves. 

The  religious  perfuafions  here  are  very  numerous ; 
there  being  Eplfcopalians,  Lutherans,  Prefbyterians, 
Anabaptifts,  Moravians,  Quakers,  and  Jews,  who  not 
only  worfliip  in  all  their  various  forms,  but  in  differ- 
ent languages.  Learning  of  late  hath  been  much  en^ 
couraged  in  this  province,  the  college  being  well  efta- 
blilhed,  and  furniflied-with  a  prefident,  profeflbrs,  and 
tutors,  and  a  good  librarj'. 

The  Province  of  NEW  JERSEY,  is  of  a  tri- 
angular  form,  and  is  fituated  between  New  York  and 
Pcnlylvania  :  having  the  province  of  New  York  nor- 
tlicriy,  Pcnfylvania  wefterly  and  foutherly,  and  the 
Atlantic  cccan  callerly,  from  the  mouth  of  Hudfon*s 
river  to  the  mouth  of  Delaware  river.  This  pro- 
vince, like  New  York,  was  originally  fettled  by  the 
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Swedes,  and  was  deemed  a  part  of  what  the  Dutch 
had  poflTefTcd  themfelves  of,  by  the  name  ,o{  Nova 
Belgia.  It  was  contained  in  the  grant  made  by  King 
Charles  to  his  brother  James,  Duke  of  York,  in  1663, 
who  the  year  following  made  a  grant  of  that  part  call- 
ed New  Jcrfey  to  Lord  Berkley  and  Sir  George  Car- 
teret. Thefc  two  proprietors  fcnt  Philip  Carteret, 
£(q;  as  governor ;  and  the  lands  being  granted  to  the 
fettlers  for  fix  or  fcven  years,  free  of  quit-rents,  in* 
duced  many,  efpecially  diflenters,  to  come  from 
England,  and  fettle  in  this  country ;  fo  that  the  inha- 
bitants, being  a  compofition  of  Swedes,  Dutch,  and 
Englifh,  among  whom  were  fome  of  almoft  every  re- 
ligious perfuafion  under  heaven  •,  they  were  like  fo 
many  jarring  elements  pent  up  together,  and  could 
not  be  reduced  and  reconciled  to  any  fettled  form  of 
government,  but  by  a  military  force.  The  feveral 
difturbahtes  which  enfued,  at  length  fo  wearied  out 
the  proprietors j  that  they  in  the  year  1702  furrender- 
cd  the  entire  government  of  both  the  Jerfies  to  the 
crown,  refcrving  only  to  themfelves  all  their  other 
rights,  and  (tipulating  alfo  for  fome  privileges  in  fa* 
vour  of  the  people,  which  were  to  be  given  in  charge 
to  all  future  governors  appointed  by  the  crown,  as 
part  of  their  inftrudlions.  Upon  this  furrender,  the 
government  of  Eaft  New  Jerfey  and  Weft  New  Jerfey 
was  by  the  crown  annexed  to  the  government  of  New 
York,  in  which  ftate  they  continued  till  the  year  1736, 
when  the  two  Jerfies  became  one  government.  The 
number  of  inhabitants  in  this  province  is  computed 
to  be  about  100,000. 

The  foil  of  this  province  is  very  uniform,  good, 
and  eafy,  natural  to  wheat  and  all  kinds  of  Englifii 
grain,  abounding  in  every  fort  of  fruit  common  to  the 
climate  ;  and  is  laid  to  produce  the  beft  cyder  of  any 
«  on  the  continent.  The  timber  is  tall,  and  their  oak 
IS  in  good  efteem  for  fliip-building.  This  province 
abounds  in  ftreams  of  water,  convenient  for  mills, 
furnaces,  or  any  kind  of  water- works  j  and  having 
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f^fnt  qusitities  of  iron  ore»  thete  are  in  it  feveraT 
fimoccs  aod  irun  works,  and  one  (Utting  miU,  which 
ape  earned  oo  to  good  advantage.  It  is  likcwife  fup- 
po^'ed  CD  be  rich  in  copper  and  filver  ore. 

There  arc  no  rivers  of  any  note  that  extend  far  into 
this  province ;  that  called  Paflaick,  which  empties  it* 
lelf  into  the  fea  at  the  northerly  part  of  it>  has  about 
twenty  miles  from  its  mouth  a  remarkable  fall  or  car 
tara&,  where  the  whole  ftream  falls  feventy  foot  from 
a  rock  whofe  face  is  perpendicular. 

The  lands  in  this  province  are  chiefly  taken  up  and 
improved,  fo  that  they  have  but  little  wild  game  of 
any  kind  :  but  what  greatly  obftrudts  the  growth  of 
this  province,  is  the  great  uncertainty  of  their  dtle% 
and  the  continual  difputes  and  law-fuits  which  thence 
arife  among  the  inhabitants ;  no  men  growing  rick 
here  fo  faft  as  the  gentlemen  of  the  law.  BeHde,  this 
province  fufiers  the  fame  fate  from  Philadelphia  and 
New  York,  that  the  colony  of  Conne&icut  does  from 
New  York  and  Bofton ;  having  no  confiderable  fo- 
reign trade  of  their  own,  they  exchange  their  comnxK 
dities  at  thofc  two  places  for  foreign  goods,  and  confe- 
ijuently  leave  a  profit  there,  which  oihtrwiic  they 
might  have  themfelves. 

I'he  chief  exports  of  this  province  arc  wheav 
flour,  timber,  pig  and  bar  iroo^  copper  ore,  and 
black  cattle,  which  they  drive  in  great  numbers  to 
Philadelphia;  on  whofcrich  paftures  they  are  g^ne*- 
rally  grazed  for  fome  time,  before  they  are  killed  for 
/Darker. 

The  form  of  government  here  is  the  fame  as  that 
of  New  York,  and  the  religious  perfuafions  arc  no 
Icfs  numerous,  and  itiuch  the  fame  as  in  that  pro- 
vince. Here  is  likewife  a  college  founded  at  Prinq^ 
Town,  about  thirty  miles  from  the  city  of  Phaladd- 
ptiia,  which  is  (aid  to  be  extremely  well  fumifhed  and 
regulated. 

Tlie  Province  of  PENSYLVANIA  was  by  the 
Duicli  eft^umed  a  part  of  their  Nova  B:  igia,  and  wa:^ 
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as  iuch,  fuppofed  to  be  included  in  the  grant  made 
by  King  Charles  the  Second  to  his  brother  James  the 
EKike  of  York,  in  1 663,  though  it  does  not  appear 
to  have  been  particularly  defcribed  in  that  grant.  It 
is  fituated  between  39  and  42  degrees  of  latitude,  and 
72  and  78  degrees  weft  longitude  ^  being  bounded 
north-eaftcrly  by  the  Jerfeys,  north  by  lands  of  the: 
Five  Nations,  weft  by  the  Apalachian  mountains,  and 
foutherly  by  Maryland.  In  1681,  Mr.  Fenn  obtain^ 
ed  a  patent  from  King  Charles  for  the  upper  on  in- 
land  part  of  this  province ;  aiid  afterward,  from  the 
Duke  of  York,  he  obtained  a  grant  of  the  fea-coafts 
firom  the  town  of  Delaware,  now  Newcaftle,  to  Cape 
Henlopen.  In  the  country,  conuined  within  this  laft 
grant,  were  many  Swedes,  Dutch,  and  Englifh  fettled, 
Vho  cbofe  to  remain  under  a  diftind  jurifdidion  of 
their  own,  but  are  under  the  fame  governor^  atid  be- 
long to  the  fame  proprietor.  One  of  the  fundamental 
regulations  of  this  province  is,  ^^  that  hone  who  be- 
^  lievc  in  God  Almighty,  and  live  peaceable,  (hall 
*'  be  molefted  on  account  of  their  religious  perfuafion  j 
^'  or  be  compelled  to  frequent  or  fupport  any  reli- 
**  gious  worlhip  contrary  to  their  declared  fcnti- 
*'  menxs :"  and,  "  that  all  perfons  who  profefs  to  bc- 
**  lieve  in  Jefus  Cbrift,  fhallnot  be  incapable  of  ferv- 
^  ing  the  government  in  any  capacity  on  account  of 
**  any  peculiarities  in  their  religious  opinions  5  they 
**  folemnly  promifmg,  when  required,  allegiance  to 
^'  the  crown  of  Great  Britain,  and  fidelity  to  the  pro- 
**  pfietor  and  governor  of  the  province." 

Soon  after  Mr.  Penn  had  obtained  his  grant,  he  en- 
caged and  enibarked  with  a  confiderable  number  of 
people  to  fettle  in  this  country,  moflf  of  whom  were 
Quakers^  Mr.  Penn  himlelf  being  of  that  perfuafion : 
but  fb  upright  was  he  in  his  proceedings,  that  although 
he  had,  by  charter  from  the  king,  a  right  to  a  large 
extent  of  country,  yet  he  would  not  pretend  to  take 
polleflion,  or  niake  any  divifion  of  the  lands  among 
his  followers,  till  he  had  fairlv  purchafed  the  country 
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of  the  nativfe  Indians,  in  whom  he  judged  the  originac^ 
property  to  be  vetted.     At  the  fame  time  he  en- 
gaged the  feveral  nations  of  Indians,  inhabiting  or 
clainring  this  territory,  to  promife  that  they  would 
not  fell  or  difpofe  of  any  of  their  lands,  but  to  him,  or 
fuch  as  (hould  be  authorifed  by  him  to  purchafe  the 
fame ;  giving  orders  to  his  agents  not  to  take  poflef- 
fion,  or  fuffcr  any  perfon  to  take  poQeflion  of  any 
lands,  till  they  had  firft  made  a  fair  purchafe  of  them 
from  the  Indians.     This  generous  procedure  of  his 
hot  only  recommended  him  ftrongly  to  the  'natives^ 
who  conceived  a  very  high  opinion  of  his  honour  and 
integrity,  but  laid  a  foundation  for  a  lafting  peace 
with  them.     Mr.  Penn  continued  in  the  country  up-i 
ward  of  two  years,  in  which  time  he  formed  fuch  an 
excellent  plan  for  the  government  of  the  province  as 
hath  fince  engaged  more  foreigners  to  refide  here  than 
in  any  other  part  of  America.     He  likewife  laid  the 
foundation!*  of  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  and   formed 
the  plan  of  it,  which,  for  beauty,  not  only  far  excells 
any  other  in  America,  but  is,  perhaps,  exceeded  by 
tew  in  the  world.     This  city  is  ficuated  between  two 
navigable   rivers,  Delaware  on   the  north,    and  the 
Schulkill  on  the  fouth,  which  join  each  other  a  few 
miles  below,  and  is  near  loo  miles  from  the  bay 
where  the  river  empties  itfelf.     The  ftreets  are  wide 
and  fpacious,  with  a  dry  defended  walk  on  each  fide, 
and  are  exadly  rtraight  and  parallel  to  each  other  :  the 
houfcs  in  general  are  well  built,  and  make  a  good  ap- 
pearance, .efpecially  fome  of  the  public  buildings, 
which  are  not  excelled  by  any  in  the  country.     The 
proprietor's  feat,   which   is    the    ufual  place  of  the 
governor's  refidence,  and  is  about  a  rrnle  above  the 
town,  exceeds  any  private  building  in  America  in 
magnificence  and  fuuation.'    There  are  in   the  city 
about  four  thoufand  houfes,  and  about  twen^  thou- 
fand  inliabirants. 

Other  confideraWe  places  in  this  province  are,  Lan- 
caller,  ^bout  CuAf  or  fcventy  miles  from  Philadel- 
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jJJrla,  on  the  road  to  Fort  Du  Quefne  or  Pittlburg," 
which  is  near  as  large  as  the  city  of  New  York  •,  and 
about  the  fame  diftance  from  Lancafter.  ,Qn  the 
iame  road  is  Carlifle ;  and  about  twenty  or  twenty- 
live  miles  beyond  it,  is  Shippefburg.  .  The  number 
of  inhabitants  in  the  whole  province  of  Penfylvania 
are  upward  of  three  hundred  and  fifty  thoufand. 

The  moft  remarkable  rivers  in  this  province  are  the 
Delaware  and  the  Sufquahanah ;  the  firft  of  thefe  takes 
its  rife  in  the  country  of  the  Mohocks  or  Five  Na- 
tions, and  flows  into  the  fca  at  Dc;laware  bay  or  Cape 
Uenlbpen.  This  river  is  navigable  for  near  150 
ipilesiip,  after  which  it  hath  fome  falls  in  itj  the  fet- 
tlcments  upon  this  river  extend  1 50  miles  from  the 
-city  of  Philadelphia.  The  lands  adjacent  to  it  are 
excellent,  and  fcarce  ever  fail  to  reward  the  toil  of 
the  hulbandman  in  a  plentiful  manner.  This  river 
alio  affords  great  plenty  and  variety  of  fuch  fifti  as  are 
common  to  the  climate;  efpecially  flurgeon,  which 
are  here  taken  and  manofaftured  in  greater  abundance 
than  in  any  other  part  of  America.  The  general 
courfe  of  this  river  is  nearly  fouth-eaft. 

The  Sufquahanah  takes  its  rife  in  the  fame  country, 
at  about  90  miles  diftance  from  the  Apalachian 
mountains,  and  runs  nearly  parallel  to  it,  till  it 
empties  itfclf  into  Chefepeak  bay  in  Maryland.  This 
river  is  alfo  navigable  in  the  interior  country  a  great 
way  up,  and,  if  poffible,  exceeds  the  other  in  plea- 
fantnefs  and  fertility  of  the  foil  adjacent  to  it-,  produc- 
ing iii  great  abundance  all  forts  "of  grain  common  to 
the  climate,  efpecially  wheat.  This  province  like- 
wife  manufactures  the  greateft  quantity  of  iron  of  any 
province  on  the  continent.  Its  forcfts  are  as  well 
ftored  with  wild  game,  as  its  paftures  with  flocks  and 
herbs  -,  in  fliort,  no  province  on  the  continent  is  lefs 
dependent  on  its  neighbours,  or  foreign  countries,  for 
either  the  necefTaries'or  conveniencies  and  agrceables 
of  life,  than  this,  its  trade  is  extenfive,  large,  and 
valuable  -,  no  lefs  than  three  hundred  fail  annually 
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clearing  out  from  Philadelphia  to  Europe,  the  Weft 
Indies,  &c.  Their  trade  into  the  inteKor  country, 
with  the  Indians,  is  likewife  very  extenfivc  and  lu- 
crative. The  chief  articles  exported  from  this  pro^ 
vince,  are  wheat,  flour,  beer,  pig  and  bar  iron,  hogt 
head  and  pipe  ftaves,  hoops,  furs,  pekry,  beef,  poi 
flax-feed,  &c. 

This  is  a  proprietary  government,  the  proprietor 
being  inverted  with  a  lort  of  fovereign  authority  :  he 
appoints  the  magiftrates,  and  the  reprefentatives  of 
tne  people  are  fummoned  in  his  name,  and,  by  thcit 
advice,  he  enafts  laws  which  are  binding,  without  the 
approbation  of  king  or  parliament  at  home.  But  by 
a  late  ftatute,  the  proprietor  muft  have  the  king's  ap- 
probation in  appointing  a  governor,  when  he  does  not 
perfonally  refide  in  the  province  himfelf ;  and  of  a 
deputy  governor  when  he  does.  And  by  another  fta^ 
tute,  all  the  governors  in  America  are  liable  to  hie 
called  to  an  account  for  mal-adminiftration  before  the 
court  of  king's  bench  in  England. 

MARYLAND  is  the  next  province  to  the  fouth^ 
ward,  being  bounded  on  the  north  by  Penfylvania 
and  Delaware  bay,  on  the  eaft,  by  the  Atlantic 
ocean  -,  by  Virginia,  fouth ;  and  by  the  Apalacbian 
mountains,  weft ;  and  is  divided  into  the  eaftem  and 
weftern  divifions  by  the  great  bay  of  Chefepeak. 

This  province  was  originally  included  in  the  grant 
piade  by  King  Jaine?  the  Firft  to  the  Southern  Com- 

Eany,  formed  by  charter,  in  1 606 ;  but  that  grant 
eing  vacated,  and  falling  to  the  crown,  this  territory 
was  granted  by  King  Charles  the  Firft  to  Lord  Balti- 
pfiore,  f,  Roman  Catholic  nobleman,  who  fent  out  a 
number  of  people  to  begin  the  fettlement  of  the  coun« 
try,  among  whom  were  feveral  of  the  Romiih  perfua- 
iion  :  having  obtained  an  indulgence  of  enjoying  the 
free  cxercife  of  their  religion  in  that  counti^\  His 
l-ordlhip*s  brother  embarked  in  November  1633,  and 
tcK^k  pofleflion  of  this  country,  having  with  him  200 
fcttlcrs  :  the  country,  in  honour  to  Qneen  Mary,  con- 
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Ibrt  to  King  Charles,  was  called  Maryland.  As  they 
prudently  took  care  to  cultivate  a  friendlkip  and  goo€ 
correfpondence  with  the  Indians,  they  thereby  avoid- 
ed the  diftrefles  which  the  neighbouring  colony  oS 
Virginia  had  fo  often  been  reduced  to ;  and  in  their 
infant  ftate  they  were  greatly  affifted  by  them.  At 
prefent,  the  property  of  but  a  finall  part  of  she  prb^ 
vince  is  vefted  in  Lord  Baltimore,  he  having  conveyed 
great  part  to  others. 

There  are  no  very  confidehbie  towns  in  this  pro- 
vince ;  the  reafon  of  which  is,  that  the  plantatioos 
are  almoft  all  lituated  upon  fome  navigable  creek  or 
river^  with  which  the  province  abounds. 

The  principal  rivers  in  this  province  ate  Potomack, 
Patuxent,  Pokomoata,  Chaptank,  add  Saflafras  river, 
with  many  others  of  (mailer  note,  by  which  the  pr^ 
vince  is  cut  and  carved  into  various  ihapc^ ;  and  has 
all  the  advantages  of.  navigation  and  WaFter-carriage 
that  can  be  defired.  Places  of  nx>ft  note  in  this  pro-^ 
vince  are  Annapolis,  efteemed  the  capital,  St  Mary's, 
Port  Royal,  &c. 

,  The  number  of  inhabitants  in  the  province  of  Ma- 
ryland is  about  85,000  whites,  and  25,000  negroes 
or  flaves. 

The  air,  foil,  produce,  and  commerce  of  this  pro- 
idftce,  being  much  the  fame  as  thofe  of  Virginia ;  a 
defcription  of  thofe  of  the  latter,  will  include  thofe  of 
the  former. 

VIRGINIA  was  difcovered  by  Sebaftian  Cabor, 
and  was  the  firft  fetded  of  any  in  America ;  for  Sir 
Walter  Raliegh,  in  1584,  obtained  a  grant  from 
Queen  Elizabeth,  of  all  remote  barbarous  and  heathen 
lands  he  ihould  difcover  and  fettle :  when  he,  with 
Sir  Richard  Grenville,  and  fevcral  other  gentlemen,  at 
their  own  expence,  fitted  out  two  (hips ;  which  de- 
parting from  London  in  April  1584,  on  the  July  fol- 
lowing fell  in  with  that  part  of  America  now  called 
North  Carolina.  They  were  received  and  entertained 
by  the  patives  in  a  friendly  manner,  y/itb  whom  they 
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traded,  and  upon  their  return  to  Europe  carried  two 
of  them  to  England.  They  at  this  time  made  no 
fettlement  in  the  country,  but  gave  it  the  name  of 
Virginia,  in  honour  of  the  virgin  Queen.  Sir  Richard 
Grenville  himfelf  embarked  for  Virginia  the  fpring 
following,  having  feven  fhips  under  his  direftion,  car- 
rying with  him,  as  an  interpreter,  one  of  thofe  Indians 
that  had  been  brought  to  England  the  preceding  year. 
But  a  diipute  arifing  between  an  Indian  and  one  of 
Sir  Richard's  followers,  they  imprudently  burnt  the 
Indian  town,  deftroyed  their  corn,  and  did  them 
other  conGderable  damages.  This  inconfiderate  piece 
of  revenge  gave  the  Virginian  Indians  fuch  an  ill  im- 
preflion  of  the  Englifh,  that  the  colony  was  conti- 
oually  harafled  by  them  -,  until  thcfe  Indians  wero 
themfelves  fet  upon  by  the  Mohock  or  Five  Nations, 
who  drove  them  out  of  the  province,  from  whence 
they  difperfed  to  diflferent  Indian  nations  for  protec- 
tion ;  fo  that  the  very  name  of  them  is  now  loft. 

Virginia  has  a  very  extenfive  territory,  being  fi- 

tuated  bi-tween  36  and  39  degrees  north  latitude,  and 

74  and  80  degrees  weft  longitude ;  indeed  by  their 

charter  they  have  right  to  the  whole  country  weft  and 

north-wrft  to  the  South-fea.     It  lies  upon  the  great 

bay  of  Chelcpcak,  formed  by  the  two  promontories 

called  Cape  Henry  and  Cape  Charles  ;  and  is  perhaps 

as  fine  an  inland  bay  as  any  in  the  world,  running  up 

through  Virginia  and  Maryland  near  due  north  130 

miles,  and  is  navigable  the  whole  way  for  large  ftiips, 

being  in  moft  places  twenty  miles  acrofs.     This  pro- 

"▼mcc  has  alfo  four  fine  rivers  flowing  into  the  weft- 

of  the  bay,  which  take  their  rife  in  the  Apala- 

11  mountains,  running  from  north-weft  to  fouth- 

;  the  fouthernmoft  of  thefe  is  James  river,  (called 

-  the  Indians  Pawhatan)  about  two  miles  broad,  and 

'gable  at  leaft  for  fourfcore  miles.     The  next  is 

k  river,  (called  by  the  Indians  Pamunky)  which 

.fo  navigable  a  great  way  up,  and  in  fome  places 

.^mrs  very  near  thp  former.     A  little  further  north  i^ 

the 
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At  river  Rappafaanock,  navigable  a  great  way,  and 
in  fome  places  comes  within  a  few  miles  of  York 
river.  The  northemmoft  is  the  great  river  Poto- 
mack,  which  is  navigable  quite  to  the  falls,  being 
accounted  200  miles,  and  is  in  many  places  nine 
miles  over.  Thcfe  four  rivers  or  creeks,  which  flow 
into  them,  being  navigable  for  fmall  craft,  render 
this  country  the  moft  commodious  for  water-carriage 
of  any  in  America ;  for  as  moft  of  the  plantations  are 
fituated  upon  or  very  near  thefe  rivers,  every  planter 
has  the  conveniency  of  ihipping  his  own  goods,  and 
receiving  in  return,  fuch  neceflaries  as  they  Hand  in 
need  of :  hence  it  is,  that  many  of  the  planters  live 
upon  their  own  eftates,  and  have  no  occaHon  to  apply 
to  merchants  in  any  of  the  fea-ports ;  and  this  is  the 
reafon  that  there  are  no  confiderable  towns  in  this  pro- 
vince. The  town  of  moft  note  in  it  is  Williamft)urg, 
to  which  the  feat  of  government  hath  been  transferred 
from  James  Town,  on  account  of  its  being  both  a 
more  commodious  and  healthy  fituation.  1  his  town 
is  within  land,  between  two  navigable  creeks  running 
out  of  York  and  James  rivers,  by  which  means  it 
hath  an  eafy  communication  with  both  -,  and  chiefly 
confifts  of  one  ftraight  flreet,  about  a  mile  long  from 
eaft  to  weft :  at  the  weft-end  ftands  the  college,  and 
on  the  right  hand  of  the  ftreet  that  leads  to  the  col- 
lege ftands  the  governor's  houfe,  an  elegant  feat, 
built  by  the  province  for  his  refidence;  the  court- 
houfe  likewife,  and  other  public  buildings,  are  very 
fpacious  and  elegant. 

This  whole  country  was  called  by  the  natives  Sa- 
vannas, or  the  Low  Country;,  it  being,  for  a  great 
way  from  the  fea,  one  entire  plain.  The  trees  grow 
very  lofty  •,  nor  is  the  ground  incumbered  with  under- 
wood, fo  as  to  hinder  their  being  travelled  through  on 
horfcback,  but  aflTord  a  commodious  ftiade  to  thofe 
who  pafs  under  them. 

The- heat  and  cold,  both  here  and  in  Maryland,  are 
governed  by  the  winds-,  the  north  and  north-weft 
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winds  are  commonly  cold  and  clear,  the  foiith-eaft 
moilt,  hazy,  and  very  hot:  in  winter,  the  air  Is  clear 
and  dry  -,  the  frofts  do  not  continue  long,  but  are 
fometimes  very  Tevere.  The  months  of  May  and 
June  are  very  pleafant,  July  and  Auguft  are  generally 
exccflivc  hot ;  and  in  September  and  October  the 
rains  fall,  when  the  inhabitants,  for  the  molt  part, 
become  fickly,  being  fubjcft  to  agues,  intermitting 
fevers,  &c.  The  woods  abound  with  great  variety  of 
flowers  of  fweei-fcentcd  (hrubs  ;  here  is  the  large  tulip 
luarcl,  the  bark  of  whole  roots,  in  intermitting  fevers, 
has  been  found  to  anfwer  all  the  purpofes  of  the  fa- 
mous Peruvian  bark. 

The  chief  exports  from  thefe  provinces,  befide  to- 
bacco, are  iron,  beef,  pork,  pipc-ftaves  and  other 
lumber.  But  all  other  commodities  and  produftions 
of  this  country  are  fwallowed  up  in  that  of  tobacco, 
the  importance  of  which  trade  to  Great  Britain  will 
eaTily  appear  from  the  fliipping  employed  :  it  being 
.computed,  that  generally  one  year  with  another,  aoo 
large  (hips  are  freighted  with  that  commodity ;  and 
that  100,000  hogllieads  are  yearly  exported,  each 
weighing  400  weight.  Out  of  this  it  is  fuppofed, 
that  40,000  hog(hcads  are  confumcd  at  home,  and 
the  other  60,000  exported  from  Great  Britain  to 
reign  markets. 

7"be  annual  revenue  ariling  to  the  crown  f."Om 
baccoonly,  is  very  confiderable  1  and  fevcral  hundred 
thoulands  are  employed  in,  and  fupportcd  by,  raifing 
and  man ut'.iclu ring  it.  There  is  alfo  a  confiderable 
rcveni:c  arifing  to  the  crown,  from  a  qoit-rent  paid 
annu.illy  by  the  owners  of  all  lands  granted  by  pa- 
tent-, from  a  duty  on  all  paficngers  who  come  into 
the  province,  from  a  duty  on  liquors  and  fiaves,  aiMJ 
from  fines  and  forfeitures. 

The  king  of  Great  Britain  has  the  appointment  of 
the  governor  in  this  province,  and  in  him  and  his 
council  the  fuprcme  jurifdiftion  of  civil  affairs  is  lodg- 
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ftdj  who  fit  twice  a  year  for  that  purpofc  with  the 
buigefles,  or  rcprefcntadvcs  of  the  people. 

The  number  of  the  inhabitants  in  this  province  is 
about  200,000  whites ;  ai)d  it  is  fyppofed  there  are 
half  that  number  tyf  negroes  and  flaves.  • 

Ecdefiaftical  ai^rs  are  under  th^  in^ftion  of  a 
^ommiflary,  apthorifed  by  the  bifhop  Ix)ndon,  who 
prefides  over  ^1  the  colonies  in  religious  matters. 

NORTH,  an4  SOUTH  CAROLINA;  and 
GEORGIA:  thefe  are  now  three  diftinft  govern- 
ments, though  originally  but  one.  They  extend 
from  30  to  36  degrbes  or  north  latitude,  and  froni 
75  to  86  degrees  weft  longitude,  being  bounded  ori 
pie  north  by  Virgmia,  czSt  by  the  Atlantic  Ocean', 
fouth  by  Stf  John's  River,  and  weft  by  the  MiflTifippi. 

This  cxtenfive  territory  is  a  part  of  the  difcovc- 
ries  made  by  the  Cabocs  in  1497  ;  but  nothing  hav- 
ing been  done  here  in  conlequence  of  their  difcovery, 
the  Spaniards,  in  1512,  attempted  a  fettlement  on 
^at  part  of  the  continent  which  they  called  Florida : 
J)ut  not  fucceeding,  they  abandoned  the  country, 
which  lay  neglefted  by  the  Europeans,  till  1562, 
when  Coligni,  the  famous  French  admiral,  fent  out 
two  Ihips,  under  the  command  of  one  monfieur  Ri- 
baut,  to  make  a  fettlcment  on  the  coafts  of  Florida. 
But  the  civil  war  breaking  out  in  France  foon  after, 
he  was  under  a  neccflity,  for  want  of  fupplies,  to 
abandon  the  fettlement ;  and  had  he  not  met  with 
an  Englifh  (hip,  which  fumifhed  him  with  provifions, 
he  and  his  people  would  have,  in  all  probability,  pc- 
rilhed  by  famine.  Coligni,  not  dilheartened  by  this, 
fitted  out  fix  fhips,  under  the  command  of  monfieur 
Ribaut  and  one  Laudoner,  in  1564  and  1565,  to  rc- 
eftablifh  the  fettlement,  of  wMch  the  Spaniards  hav- 
ing received  information,  they  fent  out  a  force  to  op- 
pofc  him,  and  reduced  the  fort.  The  Spaniards  left 
a  garrifon  in  the  fort,  as  if  they  intended  to  keep  and 
enlarge  their  acquifition,  but  being  attacked  by  the 
French,  conimanded  by  one  De  Gorques,  they  were 
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drove  out  of  the  country.  De  Gorqucs  demoliihing 
all  the  forts  they  had  erefted,  and  laid  wafte  their 
fettle  mcnts,  returned  to  France,  and  the  civil  war  ftill 
continuing,  no  further  attempts  were  made  towards 
a  fcttlement  in  Carolina.  This  fine  country  lay  un- 
noticed for  almoft  a  whole  cfntury,  that  is,  till  1663, 
when  our  king  Charles  II.  refolved  to  aflert  his  right 
to  it ;  and  to  encourage  the  planting  of  a  colony  here, 
he  granted  it  by  patent,  bearing  date  March  24, 
1663,  to  eight  proprietors.  But  what  greatly  con- 
tributed to  the  fudden  peopling  of  this  colony,  were 
Ibmc  feverities  ufed  at  home  toward  diflenters,  who, 
on  that  account,  flocked  here  in  great  numbers  ;  full 
toleration  being  here  given  to  people  of  every  pro- 
fcffion.  By  prudent  regulations  the  colony  was  loon 
able  to  provide  itfcif  with  mod  necefTaries,  and  hav- 
ing met  with  no  difturbance  from  the  natives,  they 
were  enabled  to  carry  on  two  feltlements  at  the  fame 
titTW,  viz.  one  at  the  mouth  of  Ronoack  River  to 
the  north,  and  another  fouchward,  at  the  confluence 
of  Alhley  and  Cowpcr  Rivers.  Tiiis  laft  town  was, 
jn  honour  to  the  then  reigning  king,  called  Charles- 
Town,  which  has  fmce  been  the  metropolis  of  South 
Carolini. 

The  natives  gave  no  interruption  to  the  planters 
for  the  firft  ten  years,  nor  till  their  avarice  and  in- 
Jufiice  excited  them  to  it;  for  they  fet  up  the  Ihame- 
i'lil  trade  of  purchafing  of  the  Indians  fuch  prifoners 
as  they  took  in  their  wars  with  one  another,  and  after- 
ward ibid  them  as  flaves,  either  to  the  Spaniards,  or 
to  our  own  planters  in  the  Weft  India  iflands  :  at 
which  the  Indians  wtrc  lb  exafperated,  that  thev  took 
up  the  hatchet  againft  them.  However,  fuch  was  the 
courage  and  good  coh^uft  of  Mr,  Jofeph  Weft,  their 
governor  at  that  time,  that  no  very  ill  confcquences 
Jollowcd  upon  this  rupture;  the  Indians  being  foon 
reduced  to  terms  of  peace,  and  the  colony  r^-lted  in 
quiet,  till  dlfturbed  by  their  own  domeftic  jarrs  at 
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ilfimofities,  which  firft  arofe  on  accbunt  of  the  qiiit^ 
lents  they  were  obliged  to  pay  to  the  proprietors. 

Thefe  misfortunes  threw  the  colony  into  fuch  con- 
fufion^  that»  upon  ieven  of  the  proprietors  confent- 
fiig  to  fell  out,  the  crown  agreed  to  give  each  of  thehi 
for  his  eighth  fhare  the  fum  of  2500 1.  and  a  further 
fum  of  5000 1*  to  be  divided  among  them  for  the 
quit- rents  that  were  then  due;  which  agreement 
was  confirmed  by  a£tof  parliament,  in  1728.  Buti 
Lord  Carteret,  referved  his  eighth-part,  both  of 
the  property  and  the  quit-rents  then  in  arrear^ 
and  all  his  rights,  titles,  privileges,  as  if  no  fuch 
ad  had  paiTed;  and  hath  fince  had  his  eightb- 
part  divided  to  him,  which  is  about  fixty  miles  on 
the  fea-coafts  from  north  to  fouth,  adjoining  to  Vir- 
ginia, and  from  the  Atlantic  Ocean  eaft,  to  the. South 
Sea  weft.  As  foon  as  the  property  and  jurifdiftion 
of  this  colony  were  thus  vefted  in  the  crown,  it  was 
divided  into  two  diftinA  provinces,  each  of  which 
have  a  governor,  council,  &c.  the  form  of  the  go* 
vemment  being  much  the  fame  as  is  common  to  all 
king's  governments  on  the  continent.  There  is  how- 
ever this  difference  in  the  two  governments,  namely, 
that  North  Carolina  is  divided  into  counties,  each  of 
which  have  a  (hcnff  and  court  of  juftice ;  but  in  South 
Carolina,  they  have  an  officer,  called  the  Provoft- 
marfhal,  who  afts  as  flieriff  of  the  whole  province  : 
and  all  courts  of  juftice,  excepting  thofe  of  (ingle 
juftices  of  the  peace,  are  held  at  Charles  Town. 
Thefe  regulations  are  attended  with  inconveniencies 
;reatly  complained  of,  as  increafing  the  expence  of 
Lw-fuits  to  the  parties,  and  often  rendering  the  at- 
tendance of  jurymen  and  witnefles  very  difficult. 

NORTH  CAROLINA  is  fituated  upon  the  fea- 
coafts  about  three  hundred  miles,  and  is  bounded  eaft  by 
the  Atlantic  Ocean,  north  by  Virginia,  weft  by  the  Apa- 
lachian  Hills,  and  fouth  by  South  Carolina.  The  coafts 
of  this  province  are  extremely  broken  by  bays,  creeks 
and  rivers ;  in  the  openings  of  which  are  many  bars 
7  and 
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and  ihoals»  which  render  the  mvigiUMi  4ifficiil(  fidt 
ftrangers:  there  are,  hawever>  ievoml  (i|£rtn4good 
harbours,  and  rivers  navigable  far  iMx>  tk<^  counuy.' 
The  principal  are  Roooak  or  Albeimrkt  River,  Meui* 
River,  and  Cape  Fear  or  Ckniidoki  River  i  upon 
which  are  fituated  the  principal  towns  in  the  pro- 
Tince*,  viz.  Wilmington,  on  Cape  Fear ;  Neui)om,^oa 
the  Neufe ;  and  Edenton,  on  Albonark :  at  which 
three  places  their  general  court  or  aftmUy  for  enaft- 
ing  laws  fit  alternately.  The  number  of  the  inhabit 
tants  in  the  whole  province  are  compuitd  to  be  aboul 
70^000  whites,  and  20,000  ocgfxm^  The  counfr/i 
for  near  an  hundred  miles  from  the  ict»  is  flat,  Jev^ 
and  fandy ;  the  foil  (hallow  and  leui,  bdiig  covered 
over  with  pitch  and  yellow  pines :  ftem  ^ich  they 
manufacture  prodigious  quantides  of  tar,  pitch,  and 
turpentine.  In  this  laborious  and  cUrty  buune&,  thdr 
droves  of  negroes  are  employed  round  the  year.  This 
foil  will  fcarce  produce  any  thing  but  Indian  conii 
and  not  even  that  to  any  perfedioo  without  tbmi 
kind  of  manure.  About  an  hundred  miles  in  thd 
country  the  land  riies  gradually  to  the  Apalachiait 
mountains,  where  the  foil  in  fome  places  is  very 
good,  and  producesplenty  of  wheat  and  other  grain  t 
the  timber  being  oak,  intermixed  with  pine;  they 
alio  here  raife  hemp  and  flax,  and  have  fome  iVuit. 

The  greateft  number  of  inhabitants  are  in  this  weft* 
erly  part  of  the  province,  as  the  foil  here  is  the  moft 
fruittui  and  pleafant.  There  dill  remain  fome  Inr- 
dian  towns  in  this  province :  part  of  the  nation  cal- 
led the  Ttifkararas,  in  the  middle  part ;  and  die  Co^ 
tawpees,  in  the  fouthem,  near  the  bounds  of  SoutH 
Carolina.  B«t  they  have  met  with  very  little  dtfturf 
bance  from  the  Indians  fmce  they  were  made  a  krng'sr 
government,  till  the  late  war  with  the  Cherokees,  irf 
which  their  frontiers  have  fiiftVrcd,  with  thofe  of  their 
neighbours.  The  principal  exports  from  this  pro«- 
vince  are  great  quantities  of  pitch,  tar  and  turpeh^* 
tine,  to  Europe,  and  the  ncighbourfng  provinces  ty 
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the  iKMthward  %  porki  beef,  and  corn,  to  the  Wed 
Indies  ;  droves  of  Uve  cattle  to  Virginia ;  by  which 
vay  they  generally  export  their  northern  produce  of 
tobacco. 

The  bounds  of  SOUTH  CAROLINA  are  much  re- 
duced  from  their  original  extent  i  Georgia  being  taken 
off  to  the  Ibuthward,  as  far  as  the  river  Savanna,  which 
runs  in  a  curve  round  the  fouth  and  weft  part  of  this 
province,  out  of  North  Carolina.  The  extent  of  the 
province  upon  the  Atlantic  Ocean  to  the  call  is  up- 
wards of  lOO  miles^  and  weft  from  the  Tea  upward 
of  aoQ  miks,  to  where  Georgia  and  North  Carolina 
meet.  The  £ice  of  this  country,  for  fixty  or  feverity 
miles  from  the  fea,  is  like  that  of  North  Carolina^ 
low  and  level  -,  then  it  gradually  rifes  into  hills.  Buc 
the  foil  is  vaftly  different,  and  infinitely  better ;  and 
may  be  divided  into  pine-land,  oak-land,  fwamps^ 
and  marflies.  The  pine-land  is  by  far  of  the  greateft 
extent }  and  is  a  dry  whitifh  foil,  naturally  producing 
a  great  variety  of  ftirubs,  and  a  coarfe  kind  of  grais, 
not  very  agreeable  to  cattle,  unlefs  in  the  meadows, 
or  lavanna.  Peaches  grow  here  in  great  abundance ; 
and  the  white  mulberry-tree^  which  is  the  food  of 
filk*worms.  The  oak-land  commonly  lies  in  narrow 
flips  between  pine-land,  and  fwamps,  creeks,  or 
rivers.  This  foil  is  a  blackiih  fand,  producing  feveral 
kinds  of  oak,  bay,  a(h,  laurel,  &c. 

This  province  abounds  with  cattle  and  fwine,  even 
beyond  North  Carolina;  and  its  forefts  are  ftored 
with  deer,  beyond  any  of  its  neighbours,  and  many 
Other  kinds  of  wild  game :  in  ihort,  this  is  a  very 
rich  and  fertile  province,  and  is  peopled  by  many 
wealthy  inhabitants,  who  live  in  great  eafe  and  fplen- 
iJor-  The  ftaple  commodities  are  rice  and  indigo: 
It  is  alfo  found  that  tlie  vfefterly  part  of  this  province 
produces  wheat  to  great  perfeftion,  which  no  doubt 
will  now  be  improved  in  that  way,  being  freed  from 
the  fear  of  thofc  favages  who  lately  infefted  their 
fivntiers.  They  alfo  raife  flax  ^  which>  as^  their  num- 
bers 
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bers  increaie,  may  likcwife  become  t  yeiy  conficftfi 
fable  article  to  the  province.  Its  navigation  is  eaf^ 
and  fafe  upon  the  rivers  Podee,  Santee»  and  Savan^ 
na :  from  its  different  ports  annuaUy  fail  upward  of 
three  hundred  veflels  laden  with  the  produce  of  the 
country ;  among  which  may  be  reckoned  deer-fldns^ 
as  no  inconfiderable  article ;  the  deer  being  fo  plenty^ 
that  the  back-inhabitants  fcarce  need  any  ether  m^tti 
and  there  is  no  doubt  but  that  laborious  animal  tfaft 
iilk-worm  may  be  employed  here  to  great  advantage^ 
here  being  bis  natural  food  in  great  plenty.  Soiat 
attempts  that  way  have  been  made  with  good  fucce& 
But,  notwithftanding  thefe  delightful  and  inviting 
circumftances  of  this  country,  it  has  sdfo  its  di&gree«> 
ables ;  the  air  or  climate  is  not  fo  pleafant  and  healthy* 
as  could  be  wi(hed  for.  The  winters  are  fhort,  and 
the  fpring  delightful ;  but  from  May  to  Septembei^ 
and  lometimes  longer,  it  is  excefiively  hot,  with  a  thick 
fulcry  air  in  the  forepart  of  the  day,  which  thofe  whd 
are  not  ufed  to  it  can  fcarcely  breathe  in.  When  thfc 
fun  breaks  out,  it  is  with  the  moft  intenfc  heat.  The 
moft  (harp  and  heavy  thunder  and  lightning  frequents 
ly  happen  here ;  and  the  very  fudden  alterations  in 
the  weather  render  the  fummcr-fcafon  very  unhealthy 
for  ilrangers,  and  fubje6t  the  inhabitants  and  natives 
themfclves  to  fevers,  dyfcnteries,  and  various  diftend- 
pers :  add  to  all  thefe  the  myriads  of  mofquitoes^ 
which  are  enough  to  devour  one  during  the  fummer- 
feafon. 

Charles-Town,  the  metropolis  of  this  province,  h 
fituated  between  two  navigable  rivers  -,  Alhley  on  the 
weft  and  fouth,  and  Cowper  river  on  the  carft.  The 
ftreets  are  wide  and  ftraight,  interfering  each  other 
at  right  angles ;  thofe  running  eaft  and  weft  extend 
from  one  river  to  the  other  about  a  mile.  The  num- 
ber of  the  inhabitants  in  the  whole  province  is  about 
60,000  whites,  and  more  than  double  the  number  of 
blacks^ 
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the  Province  of  GEORGIA,  is  about  t  hundred 
niks  ^Ide  upon  the  lira,  by  which  it  is  bounded  caft- 
yfAtd ;  foutlicrly,  by  Eaft  Florida ;  weftcrly,  by  the 
low-lands  of  the  Creeks,  and  partly  by  tnc  fouth- 
thd  of  the  ApnJachian  mountains;  and  northerly^ 
by  the  river  Savanna,  which  divides  it  from  South 
Carolina.  There  arc  alfo  fcveral  fmall  but  very  fruit- 
ful iflands  included  in  this  province,  ^hich  lie  off  at 
a  fmall  diftance  from  the  continent. 

This  country  was  divided  from  South  Carolina,  and 
a  fettlement  btfgun  here,  in  1732,  in  confequence  of* 
a  rcprefentation  tnade  to  his  late  niajcfty  by  fpmc  ge- 
nerous and  compaflionate  noblemen  and  gentlemen, 
in  behalf  of  diftrefled  imprifoncd  debtors,  the  num- 
ber of  which  at  that  time  \\:\s  very  great  in  England. 
A  charitable  fubfcription  was  If t  on  foot  for  coileft- 
ing  bencfa&ions  ;  which  fucceeded  fo  well  that  they 
were  enabled  to  relieve  and  fend  out  one  hundred 
perfons,  provided  with  all  manner  of  neceffaries* 
Lieuttrnant  colonel  Oglethorpe,  a  truly  zealous  pro- 
moter of  the  defign,  was  appointed  to  have  the  con- 
daft  and  management  of  the  intended  fcttlement ) 
which  he  began  upon  the  river  Savanna,  about  ten 
miles  up,  laying  the  foundation  of  the  prcfent  town 
of  Savanna. 

This  gendeman  prudendy  cultivated  a  friendfliip 
with  the  neighbouring  Indians,  who  not  only  fuffercd 
them  peaceably  and  quietly  to  go  on  with  their  fettle- 
fnciir,  but  often  fiipplied  them  with  provifions. 

By  the  wife,  pruJent  and  generous  conduft  of  Mr. 
Oglethorpe,  and  others,  this  province  continued 
10  floufilh  and  increaic  :  thcfriendfhip  of  the  Indians 
being  fecured,  nothing  material  happened  till  1752, 
t^rhen  the  truftees  fuTrendercd  their  charter  to  the 
crown  ;  fince  which  the  governor  is  appointed  by  his 
Britannic  majefty,  and  the  form  of  government  the 
fame  that  is  common  to  all  the  king's  governments. 

The  foil,  air,  and  produce  of  this  pro'v'incc  much 
ttfcmblc   tholc  of  South  Carolina :    rice  is  faid  to 
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grow  better  here  than  in  Carolina,  which  with  corn 
and  indigo  may  be  eftecmed  at  prefent  its  principal 
commodities.  They  have  made  tome  beginnings  to* 
ward  cultivating  vines,  and  the  raifing  of  raw  filk ; 
both  which  branches,  if  attended  to,  may  hereafter 
become  confiderable  ^  the  climate  and  foil  being  very 
fuitable  for  them. 

What  has  been  faid  of  the  heat,  unhealthinefi, 
thunder  and  lightning  at  Carolina,  may  with  the  utr 
mod  propriety  be  faid  of  them  here,  Georgia  lying 
ftill  more  to  the  fouthward ;  and  this  province,  u 
pofTible,  is  more  feverely  infefted  than  South  Caro- 
lina, with  all  manner  of  venomous  and  poiibnous 
animals ;  from  allegators  of  twelve  feet  long,  to  mites 
fcarcely  difcernible  by  the  eye ;  the  allegators  keep 
in  frefli  water  rivers,  and  the  Savanna  abounds  with 
them. 

The  principal  towns  in  Georgia  are.  Savanna  and 
Frederica.  The  former  is  the  metropolis,  and  is  veiy 
pleafantly  fituated ;  but  is  remarkable  for  nothing  lo 
much  as  the  famous  orphan-houfe,  founded  by  Mr. 
Whitefield :  yet  neither  this  houfe,  nor  the  charity, 
learning,  and  regulations  of  it,  are  any  way  equal 
to  the  tumult  and  noife  that  have  been  made  in  the 
world  about  them.  The  number  of  inhabitants  io 
Georgia  is  about  8coo  whites,  and  20,000  blacks. 

FLORIDA  lies  fouth  of  Georgia,  and  between 
that  and  the  Miffifippi  river,  for  an  extent  of  about 
6(0  miles.  It  is  now  divided  into  two  provinces, 
viz.  Eaft  and  Weft  Florida. 

EAST  FLORIDA  is  bounded  north  by  Georgia, 
or  St.  John's  River,  which  divides  them  -,  eaftwardly 
and  Icuthwardly,  by  the  gulph  of  Florida  5  (buth- 
weft,  by  Weft  Florida ;  aad  the  north- weft,  by  the 
country  of  the  Creek  Indians. 

The  whole  territory  of  Florida  was  ceded  by  the 
Spaniards  to  the  crown  of  Great  Britain,  by  the  trea- 
ty of  Vcrfailles,  in  1762.  His  Britannic  majefty  be- 
ing 
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ing  abfolute  fovcreign  of  the  foil,  has  the  appoint- 
ment of  the  ^vernors  in  both  of  the  Floridas. 

The  foil  of  Eaft  Florida  is  not  fo  good  as  that  of 
Georgia  in  general ;  but  the  northerly  part  of  it  ad- 
jacent to  Georgia  is  much  like  it,  and  may  be  im« 
proved  to  the  famepurpofcs. 

The  center  or  Cape  of  Florida  is  a  more  fandy  foil  j ' 
however,  there  are  fome  good  fettlements  begun  in 
this  province,  under  the  direftion  of  colonel  Grant, 
the  prefent  governor  of  it:  and  there  is  a  profpeft  of 
its  foon  becoming  a  flourifhing  province,  as  inhabi- 
tants are  flocking  to  it  from  fcveral  countries  in  Eu- 
rope. 

Their  exports  at  prefent  are  but  fmall,  the  produce 
of  their  trade  with  the  Indians  being  the  chief  they 
have  to  fpare.  As  the  country  was  three  years  fince 
almoft  entirely  uncultivated,  and  the  number  of  the 
inhabitants  as  yet  but  fmall,  no  great  improvements 
and  produAions  are  at  prefent  to  be  expected.  The 
metropolis  of  the  province  is  St.  Augultine  ^  and  the 
number  of  inhabitants,  exclufive  of  his  majefty*s 
troops  garrifoned  there,  is,  about  2000. 

It  may  well  be  fuppofed,  from  its  foutherly  Ctua-r 
tbn,  that  the  air  and  climate  of  this  province  is  not 
more  agreeable  and  healthy  than  that  of  Georgia  j 
and  that  it  is  no  lefs  infefted  with  poifonous  and  trour 
blefome  animals  of  various  fliapes  and  fizcs. 

WEST  FLORIDA  was  feized  upon  by  the  French, 
who  began  a  fettlement  in  it  at  Penfacola,  in  1720, 
and  they  enjoyed  it  till  the  before  mentioned  treaty 
of  1 762  ;  when  this  was  ceded  to  and  formed  into  a 
government  by  his  Britannic  majefty.  It  is  bounded, 
caftwardly,  by  Eaft  \Florida ;  Ibuthwardly,  by  the 
Gulph  of  Mexico ;  weftwardly,  by  the  Miflifippi  ri- 
ver, and  the  lake  of  St.  Pier ;  and  nortbwardly  by 
the  country  of  the  Chikitaws. 

The  principal  town  is  Penfacola  s  and  as  many  of 
the  French,  who  inhabited  here  before  the  treaty,  have 
chole  to  become  Britifli  fubjefts  for  the  fake  of  keep- 
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ing  their  ettates,  this  will  contribute  to  the  (pccrfjr 
peopling  this  province  ;  efpecially  as  the  land  in  this 
province  is  vaftly  preferable  to  the  eaftern  province, 
its  foil  being  capable  of  producing  all  the  valuable 
comnnodities  of  rice,  indigo,  wine,  oil,  &c.  in  the 
greatclt  abundance.  Its  fituation  for  trade  is  ex- 
tremely  good,  having  tixe  river  Miflifippi  for  its  weft- 
crn  boundary. 

They  already  carry  on  a  very  confiderable  trade 
with  the  Indians,  and  export  great  quantities  of  deer- 
iVms  and  fars.  The  French  inhabitants  here  raife 
confideriible  quantities  of  rice,  and  build  fome  veflcls. 

There  arc  at  prefcnt  about  6oco  inhabitants  in  this 
province,  which  inrreaic  very  fad,  it  being  muck 
more  healthy  and  inviting  than  Eafl:  Florida ;  efpe- 
cially ihc  wcftcrn  parts  upon  the  banks  of  the  Mifli- 
fippi, v.hcrc  it  is  faid  to  be  agreeable  enough  toEng- 
lifh  conllitUtions. 


TO  what  Mr.  Rogers  has  faid  concerning  Florida, 
may  be  added  the  fcntimcnts  of  another  ingenious 
writer,  who  appears  to  be  well  inforiued  with  regard 
to  this  country. 

"  If,  fays  he,  we  take  a  vie v/ of  America,  or  even 
of  the  f^lobe  of  the  earth,  we  fhall  find  the  northern, 
even  the  te.r.peratc  climates,  which  are  moft  agreeable 
to  live  in,  are  the  leafl  adapted  to  the  purpoies  of 
trade  with  Europe  i  where  the  climate  being  of  the 
fame  nature,  of  courie  yields  nearly  the  fame  produc* 
tions.  We  fhall  fee  this  illuftrated,  by  comparing 
the  'produce  of  the  two  firall  iflands  of  St.  Chrifto- 
phir,  and  Rhode  Ifland,  both  of  them  well  fettled, 
and  v;ell  cultivated  j  both  fertile,  and  almoll  of  the 
fame  fize  •,  the  principal  dilTcrence  betwixt  them  con- 
fiftinsr  in  this,  that  the  former  is  fitua'ed  in  lat.  ly^. 
and  the  latter  in  41^.  let  an  eftimate  be  made  of  the 
annual  experts  of  each ;  and  by  coAmparing  thcin  toge- 
ther we  difcover  at  once  the  difference  that  is  made  b]^ 
climate  only  :  the  exports  of  the  former  arc  of  great 
valucy  an  J  ol  the  laitcr  of  very  little. 

V  Upoa 
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^  Upon  the  continent  itfclf  we  cannot  but  be  fen- 
lible  that  the  fouthern  colonies,  though  the  latcft 
iettled,  and  therefore  the  fartlieft  from  the  bed  Itatc 
of  cultivation,  yield  more  valuable  articles  of  trade 
than  the  norrhern  colonies ;  and  (the  number  of  in- 
habirants  confidercd)  greatly  furpafs  them  in  the 
amount  of  their  exports. 

*'  The  colony  of  Georgia,  which  from  being  a  bar- 
rier province,  and  other  circumftanccs,  had,  when 
firil  fettled,  many  difadvantages.  to  (Iruggle  with; 
yet  the  rapid  increafe,  which  it  has  lately  made  in  its 
exports,  affords  fufficicnt  proofs  that  i:s  climate  is 
perfectly  adapted  to  the  purpofes,  borh  for  European 
and  American  commerce  •,  and  fit  for  rice,  filk,  and 
indigo ;  which,  fugar  excepted,  conftitute  tlie  moft 
valuable  articles  of  trade.  In  New  llngland,  to  fay 
nothing  of  Canada  and  Nova  Scotia,  where  the  win- 
ters are  dill  more  fcvere,  the  earth  is  covered  with 
faow  at  leaft  three  months  in  the  year;  the  rigour  of 
the  climate  puts  an  end  to  all  vegetation  ;  the  bealls 
of  the  field  require  to  be  (heltered  from  tlie  inclemen- 
cies of  the  weather,  and  to  be  fuftained  with  fodder, 
laid  by  in  fummer :  even  the  laborious  hand  of  in- 
duftry  is  in  this  feafon  of  the  year  deftitute  of  all 
ufcful  employment. 

"  During  the  fame  period,  the  vegetation  in  Caro- 
lina and  Georgia  affords  luliicient  food  for  cattle  ;  no 
ihelter  is  required  for  them  ;  the  lakes  and  rivers  are 
not  frozen,  and  the  gardc^n  vegetables  contribute 
greatly  to  make  a  plenty  of  fuftenance. 

*'  If  we  carry  the  eye  along  to  the  eaftern  coaft  of 
North  America,  from  Hudfon's  bay  down  to  the 
ifland  of  Cuba ;  which  lies  a  little  to  the  fouth  of  the 
Cape  of  Florida  ;  as  we  draw  nearer  the  fun,  the  fou- 
thern commercial  productions  generally  become  bet- 
ter, and  of  more  intrinfic  worth.  It  is  not  only  in 
fugar  and  Indigo,  that  Cuba  furpaiTes  all  the  Englilh 
fettlcmenis,  lying  upon  the  continent,  but  in  all  odier 
produ»5lions,  that  depend  principally  upon  the  power 
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of  the  fun.  And  in'  this  refpeO,  Eaft  Florida  hatb 
the  advantage  of  Carolina  and  Georgia»  as  much  m 
Cuba  has  the  advantage  of  Eaft  Florida. 

^  In  order  to  judge  of  the  produce  to  be  etptOSid 
from  a  frelh  foil,  well  fupplied  with  navie^ble  ftwts^ 
in  the  climate  of  Eaft  Florida ;  let  us  conuder  the  reft 
of  the  globe,  lying  in  the  fame  latitude^  and  we  find 
Egypt,  Arabia  Feliit,  Perfia,  India,  China,  ^d  Ja- 
pan; of  which  China  is  the  only  country,  that  has  a 
tolerable  government :  yet  it  muft  be  acknowledge^ 
that  all  of  them  ^re,  or  have,  been,  ^famous  for  thdr 
•  riches  and  fertility.  When  we  /peak,  as  it  weri!» 
proverbially,  of  the  riches  of  the  eaft,  we  can  allude 
to  no  other  countries  than  thofe  that  have  been 
mentioned. 

"  As  to  the  fituation  of  Florida,  in  refpefl:  of  die 
Spanifh  trade,  it  need  only  to  be  obferved,  that  the 
Spaniards  are  too  lazy  to  fupply  themfelves  even  irat^ 
necefTaries :  that  the  Havannah,  one  of  their  richdfk- 
ports,  is  only  a  few  days  fail  from  St.  Auguftine,  and 
of  courfe,  is  much  nearer  to  the  capes  of  Florida, 
which  lie  direftly  oppofite  to  that  celebrated  harbouf'. 
The  trade  winds,  which  perpetually  blow  wichiq  d» 
tropics,  from  eaft  to  wtrft,  render  the  communicadob 
betwixt  the  Havannah  and  St.  Auguftine  always  calf, 
as  they  lie,  in  refpect  to  each  other,  north  and  fouth. 

"  As  to  the  fituation  of  Florida,  with  a  view  to  fur- 
prize  the  Spanifti  ftiips  in  the  time  of  war,  the  tnnJe 
winds  oblige  the  regifter  (hips  and  galleons  from  Ctf* 
thagena,  Porto  Bello,  and  Vera  Cruz,  the  rich  caf- 
goes  whereof  are  very  well  known,  to  return  to  Eu- 
rope through  the  gulph  of  Florida,  and  to  call  at  the 
port  of  the  Havannah,  in  their  way  to  Old  Spain. 
The  ftrong  current  that  conftantly  runs  from  the  ca^ 
between  the  Bahama  iQands  and  Cuba,  right  into  the 
^Iph  of  MexicQ,  as  well  as  the  trade  winds,  which 
mow  from  the  fame  quarter,  greatly  embarafi  flupf 
coming  from  the  weftward  to  the  port  of  thjc  Havan^ 
nah  \  and  expofe  them  very  mudi  to  the  deiigns  of  an 
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tJUcmy.  When  vcflels,  in  their  way  to  Europe,  double 
the  capes  of  Florida,  they  are  under  a  neceffity  of 
keeping  near  to  the  (hore,  in  order  to  take  the  bene- 
fit of  the  eddies  and  land  breezes.  When  they  have 
got  round  the  capes,  and  fall  in  the  ftream  of  the 
gulph  of  Florida,  they  are  carried  forcibly  to  the 
northward  by  the  ftrength  of  that  noted  current.  A 
few  Ihips  of  force  may  eafily  take  every  loaded  veflel 
on  its  way  through  this  confined  ftrait,  which  is  about 
50  miles  wide,  and  fomewhat  more  than  200  miles 
lon^ ;  and  affords  to  (hips  paffing  through  it  but  little 
choice  in  the  line  of  their  navigation. 

**  It  is  eafy  to  difcern  the  utility  of  a  fortified  har- 
bour near  the  capes  •,  it  would  contribute  not  a  little 
to  fecure  the  command  of  the  gulph  of  Mexico,  as 
well  as  Florida :  the  importance  whereof,  need  not  be 
enlarged  upon. 

'  ^'  Its  climate  and  produce,  as  well  as  its  fituation, 
which,  with  refpeft  to  the  Spanifli  dominions,  is  of 
great  moment,  will  one  day  render  it  a  very  impor- 
tant colony  to  Great  Britain ;  yet,  the  town  of  St. 
Auguftine  excepted,  this  country  is  at  prefent,  for 
want  of  inhabitants,  little  better  than  a  defart." 

We  return  now  to  Mr.  Rogers. 

The  INTERIOR  COUNTRY. 

The  Indians  on  the  continent  of  North  America  arc 
mofily  retired  from  the  fea-coafts  into  the  interior 
or  wefterly  pans  of  the  country,  few  of  them  being 
10  be  found  within  lefs  than  two  or  three  hundred 
miles  of  the  fea :  for  though  many  of  them  have 
been  in  fome  meafure  civilifed,  and  parcels  of  lands 
liave  been  allotted  them  in  feveral  of  the  Britifh 
tolonies,  where  they  have  been  formed  into  focie- 
ries  ;  yet  it  is  obfervable,  that,  in  proportion  as  they 
conform  to  our  methods  of  living,  they  dwindle 
away  ;  either  becaule  thcfe  methods  are  /difagreeable 

tid  noxious  to  their  conftitutions,  or  elfe,  that  when 
ttled  among  the  Englifli,  they  have  greater  oppor- 
tunities of  procuring  fpirituous  liquors,  of  which  they 
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are  generally  inordinately  fond.  Thofe  who  ftill  re^ 
main  have  moftly  joined  themfelves  to  other  nations 
in  the  interior  country,  who  have  generally  ere£te4 
their  towns  upon  the  banks  of  lakes  and  rivers,  whcro 
they  enjoy  Goafts  of  their  own  •,  to  all  their  pur- 
pofes,  as  effectually  as  if  they  pofTcilcd  the  ealiern 
ihore  of  the  continent. 

The  principal  rivers  in  North  America  are,  Sr, 
Lawrence,  communicating  with  the  fea  at  tlic  gulph 
of  Sr.  Lawrence ;  the  MifliTippi,  \Yhich  flows  into 
the  Gulph  of  Mexico;  and  the  ChrKUno,  which 
difchargcs  itfclf  into  Hudlbn's  Bay.  There  are  great 
numbers  of  fmaller  note,  that  join  thefe  in  their  courfc 
from  the  heights  of  the  country  to  the  fea. 

1  he  Rivcr'St.  LAWRENCE  takes  its  rife  upward 
of  two  thoufand  miles  from  its  mouth,  at  a  lake  caU 
led  by  the  Indians  NippilTong,  (which  in  their  lan- 
guage figniBes  a  large  body  of  water)  fituate  norih- 
wcft  from  Lake  Superior,  in  l.ultude  of  52  degree^ 
north.  The  northerly  bank  of  this  lake  is  a  bogi 
or  morals  near  tbur  hundred  miles  long  from  north- 
eail  to  fouth-wcil,  and  about  one  hundred  and  fifty 
iriics  broaJ.  North  of  this  b.>g  is  a  ridge  of  roounn 
t;v;:s,  c\:cr.d:nc  from  nonh-eail  to  fouth-we(U  the 
\vlu\o  Uiu'h  ct  the  n^orihy  country,  ar.d  beyond  it 
r<>  the  wcliwarvi.  I  IkJo  moviritoins  arc  very  high  and 
UvC;\  a::d  are  calk  J  by  :he  lr.d:.ir.>  ihe  Head  of  the 
Co;.!:Kr>\  mcAnni:  thc^vby  liut  thiv  are  fituatedia 
t' r  vw^:r;*^  .Kid  a:o  the  r  ii!vMt  hrsd  on  :he  ccnticent 
oi   N\^i:a   Ai:\':<.M;  vv!i\::\  ir.vi^fi  :i^r.;s  to  be  the 
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The  Indians  who  inhabit  round  Lake  Nippiflbng, 
the  head  of  the  river  St.  Lawrence,  are  called  L«ke 
Indians  or  Nippiflbngs,  and  are  in  number  about  five 
or  Gx  thouiand  men.  Their  country  is  of  confide- 
rable  extent,  but  of  very  difficult  accefs ;  on  which 
account  they  have  but  very  little  commerce  with  the 
Englifh  or  French.  They  have  no  fire-arms,  but 
hunt  with  bows  and  arrows.  They  have  little  or  no 
war  or  connexions  with  any  other  tribe  of  Indians, 
but  live  almoll  as  independent  as  if  they  had  a  whole 
world  to  themfelves.  They  fometimes  go  through 
the  Chriftinaux  country  to  Hudfon's  Bay,  and  pur- 
chafe  fome  clv)athing  from  the  company ;  but  their 
chief  cloathing  is  the  produce  of  their  country,  the 
(kins  of  beafts.  They  never  (have  or  cut  the  hair 
from  their  heads  or  any  part  of  their  bodies  •,  on  which 
Account  the  other  Indians  efteem  them  a  very  favage 
and  unpolite  herd,  and  do  not  chufe  any  correfpoa- 
dence  or  conneftions  with  a  people  fo  rude  and  un- 
cultivated. T^ey  never  pretend  to  plant  or  improve 
the  land  by  labour. 

From  hence  the  river  St.  Lawrence  runs,  through 
a  rough,  broken,  uninhabited  country,  to  Lake  Su- 
perior-, having  in  its  courfe  feveral  falls  or  cataradb, 
below  thefe  tails  is  great  plenty  of  fi(h,  efpccially 
trout,  which  is  very  large  and  good.  At  the  en- 
trance  of  the  river  in:o  the  lake  is  a  town  of  Indians^ 
called  the  Souties  or  Attawawas ;  which  nation  inha- 
bit all  along  at  the  mouths  of  the  rivers  that  fall  in- 
to Lake  Superior,  and  on  the  north  of  the  Lakes 
Mechigan  and  Huron.  They  can  raife  about  12,000 
fighting  men.  Thefe  Indians  are  more  improved 
than  the  Nippiflbngf^,  having  had  confiderablc  com- 
merce with  the  French.  They  live  in  huts,  built  ii> 
the  form  of  cones  ;  and  generally  change  their  habi- 
tations in  fpring  and  autumn,  fpending  the  fummer- 
feafon  upon  the  banks  of  the  rivers  and  lakes,  where 
they  fiQi  and  raife  corn  s  and  the  winter  among  thq 
mountains,  fometimes  two  or  three  hundred  miles 
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diftant,  for  the  fake  of  better  hunting :  and  the  food 
you  meet  with  among  them,  is  according  to  the  fea- 
ion  in  which  you  vint  them.  They,  as  yet,  make 
but  very  little  ufc  of  fpirituous  liquors,  nor  do  they 
manufadure  any  kind  of  drink,  except  the  juice  of 
the  maple-tree,  of  which  they  likewife  make  fugar. 
And  although  there  is  private  property  among  them, 
which  they  transfer  to  one  another,  by  way  of  bar- 
gain and  exchange ;  yet  no  individual  or  family  is 
allowed  to  fufier  by  poverty,  ficknefs,  or  any  misfor- 
tunes, while  their  neighbours  can  fupply  their  wants : 
and  all  this  from  the  limple  natural  confideration,  that 
they  and  their  families  are  liable  to  the  fame  unhappy 
circumftances  they  fee  their  friends  in. 

At  the  north  of  Lake  Superior  there  is  another 
tribe  of  dlvifion  of  thefc  Indians,  who  call  themfelves 
the  Bulls :  thefe  inhabit  round  the  bay,  called  by  the 
French  Merduouft,  or  the  North  Bay,  They  diflfer 
not  much  from  the  Souties  in  their  manners  ;  and  can 
raife  about  four  thoufand  fighting  men.  The  chief 
trade  of  thefe  northern  Indians  is  to  Hudfon's  Bay, 
where  they  carry  fur  and  ermine  in  great  abundance. 

LAKE  SUPERIOR,  is  upward  of  two  thoufand 
miles  in  circumference,  and  very  deep,  excepting 
near  the  weft  end,  where  are  fcvenil  iflands  -,  and  near 
where  the  river  joins  it  is  a  large  iflind,  feparated 
from  the  main  by  a  ftrait  of  not  more  than  five  or 
fix  miles  wide.  The  foil  of  this  ifland  is  very  good, 
and  on  it  are  feveral  Indian  towns.  The  banks  to 
the  north,  fouth,  and  eaft  are  very  high  and  fteep  in 
Ibme  places,  being  more  than  two  hundred  feet  above 
the  furface  of  the  water,  and  almoft  perpendicular  ^ 
fo  that  it  is  very  difficult  landing  at  any  place,  except 
where  the  river  falls  in.  There  are  fome  good  iflands 
in  the  north- bay  of  this  lake,  of  forty  or  fifty  miles 
in  length  from  north  to  fouth  •,  but  not  near  fo  wide. 

The  Indians  in  this  territory  certainly  enjoy  in  the 
grcatell  plenty  what  they  look  upon  to  be  the  nc- 
cefErics,  and  even  the  luxuries  of  life.     Here  arc 
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Ml,  fowl,  and  bcafts  of  every  fizc  and  kind,  com- 
mon to  the  climate,  in  the  greateft  abundance.  It 
has  rivers,  it  has  a  lea  of  its  own,  which  make  great 
amends  for  its  inland  lituation,  by  facilitating  trade 
and  commerce 'from  one  part  of  the  country  to  ano- 
ther, by  a  cheap  and  eafy  conveyance  -,  nor  do  the 
Indians  entirely  negleft  this  advantage,  but  make 
great  u(e  of  canoes  on  the  rivers  and  lakes :  which 
veflels  they  make  of  the  bark  of  birch,  Ipruce,  or 
elm. 

The  river  St.  Lawrence  flows  from  Lake  Superior 
to  Lake  Huron,  upwards  of  one  hundred  and  fifty 
miles,  and  joins  it  about  twenty  miles  eaft  of  the 
Straits  of  Michlimakana.  The  ftrcam  here  is  gene- 
rally very  rapid,  and  has  one  confiderable  fall,  round 
whicfi  the  Indians  are  obliged  to  carry  their  canoes 
when  they  pafs  this  way.  The  land  adjacent  to  the 
river  between  the  two  lakes  is  broken  and  hilly  •,  but 
much  of  it  is  capable  of  being  improved  to  good 
advantage.  The  timber  is  thick  and  lofty;  iron  ore 
is  here  found  in  the  greateft  plenty,  and  is  faid  to  be 
the  bcft  in  America;  and  here  arc  ftrcams  fufficient 
for  any  kind  of  water- works. 

LAKE  HURON  is  of  a  triangular  form;  one  of 
the  extremities  pointing  to  the  north-eaft,  where,  a 
confiderable  ftream  flows  into  it,  called  the  Souties 
River ;  from  which  there  is  but  a  fhorc  carrying-place 
to  the  Attawawas  River,  that  joins  St.  Lawrence  Ri- 
ver near  Montreal.  Another  extremity  points  to  the 
north-weft,  at  the  Straits  of  Michlimakana ;  the  other 
to  the  fouth,  where  the  river  St.  Lawrence  iffues  out 
as  from  the  point  of  a  heart. 

This  Lake  is  about  900  miles  in  circumference : 
the  country  on  the  north  and  nor:h-weft  of  it  is  rocky 
and  mountainous;  on  the  fouth-eaft  the  land  is  low, 
and  covered  with  tall  timber,  fuch  as  white-pine,  oak, 
walnut,  alh,  maple,  &c.  On  the  fouth-weft,  between 
Lake  Huron  and  the  Lake  Mcchigan,  the  country  is 
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level  and  plain^  having  very  few  trees  upon  it  of  any 
kind ;  the  foil  is  tolerably  good. 

This  wide  extended  plain  is  covered  with  tall  grafs, 
among  which  are  deer,  elks,  bears,  rackoons,  &c. 
in  great  plenty  ;  and  indeed  every  thing  in  general  is 
to  be  found  in  this  part  of  the  country  that  is  necef- 
fary  to  fupply  the  natural  wants  of  the  human  fpccics. 
The  number  of  Indians  that  inhabit  round  Lake 
Huron  is  about  3000,  600  of  which  are  warriors,  or 
fighting  men. 

LAKE  MECHIGAN  is  fituated  weft  from  Lake 
Huron,  and  is  much  of  the  fame  form,  excepting 
that  it  is  longer,  extending  farther  to  the  iouth. 
There  is  a  communication  between  the  two  lakes,  by 
a  ftreight  called  the  Streight  of  Michhmakana  *,  which 
is  fifteen  miles  wide,  and  forty  in  length,  runmng 
nearly  caft  from  the  north  of  Lake  Mechigan. 

On  the  north  end  of  Lake  Mechigan  are  feveral 
towns  of  Indians.  At  the  fouth  extremity  the  river 
St.  Jofeph  flows  into  ir,  about  300  miles  weft  of 
Detroit.  The  country  between  the  two  lakes  is  level, 
and  generally  of  an  excellent  foil ;  the  timber  lofty 
and  lair.  It  is  well  watered  by  a  variety  of  ftreams, 
running  fome  into  one  lake,  and  fome  into  the  other. 
At  the  point  adjoining  Lake  Mechigan,  and  for  five 
or  fix  miles  from  it,  fouth,  the  land  is  fandy.  Here 
Hands  our  fort  Michlimakana,  a  good  ftockade,  near 
twenty  feet  high.  There  are,  at  this  place,  fome 
French  inhabitants,  who  come  here  for  the  fake  of 
trading  with  the  Indians,  and  for  the  trout-fiflicry, 
which  is  here  very  valuable :  the  trout  in  thefe  ftreighis 
being  very  plentiful,  and  of  an  extraordinary  fize. 

The  Indians  round  Lake  Mechigan  amount  to 
about  4000  fighting  men. 

On  the  north-weft  part  of  Lake  Mechigan  enters 
anotheF  ftreight  from  the  Green  Bay.  This  ftreight  is 
about  40 '  miles  wide,  and  100  long,  and  in  it  are 
many  iflands  varioufly  fituated  ;  fome  of  which  arc 
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iflhabked  by  the  Pottawatamics,  and  others  by  riie 
Attawawas. 

The  GREEN  BAY  is  of  confidcrable  extent.  In- 
to the  north  end  of  it  flows  a  large  river,  that  rifes 
between  Lake  Superior  and  the  Miffilippi,  which  is 
called  the  river  of  Foxes ;  on  which  live  a  nation  of 
Indians,  called  the  Fox  Indians,  whole  number  is  not 
lefs  than  4  or  5000  men  :  and  fartlier  fouthward,  the 
country  is  inhabited  by  the  Kekabouze,  whofe  num- 
ber is  about  500  men. 

The  wide  extended  country  upon  this  river,  the 
Green  Bay,  and  the  ftraits  from  thence  to  Lake  Me- 
chigan,  is  uniformly  plealant  •,  the  foil  good  and  fer- 
tile, and  wants  nothing  butxivilifed  induftrious  in- 
habitants to  render  it  truly  delightftrl.  The  winters 
are  never  fcvere  -,  and  great  part  of  the  year  the 
country  wears  a  verdure.  Here  likewife  grow  fpon- 
taneoufly  a  great  variety  of  grapes,  which  arc  agree- 
able enough  to  the  palate,  and  doubtlefs  might  be  m&» 
nufafhired  to  great  advantage.  The  Indians,  who  have 
learned,  that  the  juice  of  thefe  grapes  will  make  glad 
the  heart  of  man,  make  from  them  a  kind  of  rough 
claret :  but  their  want  of  knowledge  how  to  manage 
it  properly,  no  doubt,  renders  it  vaftly  inferior  to 
whiit  it  might  be  made.  They  dcpofite  this  liquor  in 
their  empty  rum-kegs. 

From  this  ftiort  account  of  the  Lakes  Huron  and 
Mcchigan,  the  Green  Bay,  and  the  adjacent  country^ 
which  is  no  ways  exaggerated,  nor  even  up  to  what 
will  be  found  true  of  its  beauty  and  fertility ;  it  muft 
appear  to  be  a  very  valuable  territory,  capable  of  ricli 
improvements  •,  and  that  the  promoting  a  Ipeedy  fettle- 
incnt  in  it,  and  fccuring  its  advantageous  pofts,  are 
even  of  national  importance.  The  French  were  fa 
lenfible  of  this,  that  they  had  advanced  pofts  at  the 
river  St.  Jofeph,  at  the  Green  Bay,  and  at  the  Falls 
of  St.  Marie,  at  the  time  when  Canada  was  ceded  to 
the  crown  of  Great  Britain;  all  which  have  been  fincc 
dtftroyed  by  the  Indians :  and  the  only  poft  we  now 
7  have 
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have  in  this  part  of  the  country,  is  at  Michlimakanat 
which  is  garrifoned  with  lOO  men. 

From  the  fouth  point  of  Lake  Huron,  the  river 
St.  Lawrence  runs  eafterly,  inclining  to  the  fbuth  for 
about  eighty  miles  ^  where  it  flows  into  Lake  Erie  in 
its  pafling  through  Lake  Sinclair,  which  is  abou( 
twenty-five  miles  above  Lake  Erie.  The  river  at 
Lake  Huron  is  about  500  yards  wide ;  but  much 
wider  before  it  reaches  the  other  lake,  there  being 
fcveral  ftreams  which  join  it  on  each  fide.  Where  it 
enters  Lake  Sinclair,  it  is  divided  into  feveral  branches, 
by  which  are  formed  five  or  fix  iflands  of  various  di- 
menfions. 

LAKE  SINCLAIR  is  nearly  circular,  and  is  about 
eighteen  miles  acrofs.  On  the  eaft-fide  are  large 
marflies  of  eight  or  ten  miles  extent  from  the  water  \ 
and  near  the  lower  end,  on  the  eaft-fide,  a  river  enters 
it  of  a  confiderable  bignefs ;  from  which,  by  a  fliort 
carrying-place,  is  an  eafy  conveyance,  to  Lake  Onta- 
rio, ufcd  by  the  Indians  who  inhabit  the  banks  of  this 
river,  who  are  a  branch  of  the  Souties  or  Attawawas. 
The  land  on  the  weft  fide  of  the  lake  is  alfo  tolerably 
good,  the  timber  chiefly  beech  and  maple. 

At  the  fouth-fide  of  the  lake,  where  the  river  St, 
Lawrence  leaves  it,  it  fuddenly  divides  into  two 
branches,  forming  thereby  an  ifland  of  confiderable 
extent,  fituated  near  the  center  of  it,  and  from  thence 
keeps  fouthwardly  to  Lake  Erie*  the  land  on 
each  fide  of  the  river  is  level,  good  and  fertile.  On 
the  eallward  fide  of  the  river,  a  little  below  Lake 
Sinclair,  is  the  town  of  the  Attawawas  ;  and  farther 
down  toward  Lake  Erie,  on  the  fame  fide,  is  a  town 
of  Hurons  •,  the  river  between  thefe  two  lakes  is  near 
800  yards  wide :  on  the  weft-fide,  below  the  before- 
mentioned  bay,  is  the  fort  of  Detroit.  The  French 
mhabitants  here  are  fettled  on  both  fides  of  the  river 
for  about  eight  miles.  Soon  after  the  furrender  of 
Canada,  they  were  about  2500  in  number ;  there  bc- 
Ipg  near  500  that  bore  arms,  and  near  300  dwelling*i> 
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houfes.  Our  fort  here,  built  of  Stockadoes,  is 
about  twenty-five  feet  high,  and  1200  yards  in  cir- 
cumference :  the  ficuation  of  this  pbce  is  pleafant, 
and  the  land  very  good. 

LAKE  ERIE  is  300  miles  in  length,  from  the 
fouth-weft  to  the  north-eaft,  eighty  or  ninety  miles 
wide  at  the  wefterly  end,  and  about  forty  at  the 
lower  end,  where  it  tapers  off  to  fcvcn  or  eight  miles, 
before  the  river  leaves  it.  At  the  fouth-weft  corner 
of  Lake  Erie,  the  Lake  Sandufky  communicates 
with  it,  by  a  ftrait  of  half  a  mile  wide. 

LAKE  SANDUSKY  is  thirty  miles  in  length,  and 
eight  or  ten  miles  wide.  Into  the  fouth-weft  corner 
of  this  lake  the  river  Sanduflcy,  or  Hpron,  flows. 
Upon  the  banks  of  this  river,  and  round  the  Lake 
Sanduflcy,  the  Huron  Indians  are  fettled  in  feveral 
different  towns,  in  a  very  pleafant  fertile  country. 
This  nation  of  Indians  can  raife  about  6  or  700 
fighting  men.  They  differ  fomething  in  their  man- 
ners from  any  yet  mentioned.  They  build  regular 
framed  houles,  and  cover  them  with  bark  ;  the(e  arc 
cftcemed  the  richeft  Indians  upon  the  whole  conti- 
nent, having  not  only  horfes  in  great  abundance,  but 
feme  black  cattle  and  fwine.  They  raife  great  quan- 
tities of  corn,  not  only  for  their  own  ufe,  but  fupply 
feveral  other  tribes,  who  purchafe  this  article  from 
them. 

The  country  on  the  fouth-fide  of  Lake  Erie  is 
claimed  by  the  Five-Nation  Indians,  but  not  inha- 
bited by  them  j  they  keep  it  for  the  fake  of  hunting. 
This  alfo  is  a  fine  level  country  toward  the  fouth, 
from  the  lake,  for  feveral  miles  •,  having  many  ftreams 
flowing  through  it  into  the  lake,  f/om  the  high  lands 
between  this  and  the  Ohio.  Our  fort  at  Prefque  Ifle 
is  upon  this  fide  of  the  lake,  about  ico  miles  from 
the  eaft-end.  From  this  fort  is  a  carrying-place  of 
about  twelve  or  fourteen  miles  to  the  French  Cretk, 
a  branch  of  the  Ohio. 

2  From 
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From  the  caft-cnd  of  Lake  Erie,  the  river  St.  Ltfw« 
rence  runs  north-eaftcrly,  inclining  to  the  north,  about 
fifty  miles,  to  L.akc  Ontario.  Nearly  oppofite  to 
where  it  ifi'ucs  out  of  the  lake,  is  a  new  fort,  crefted 
on  the  northerly  fide,  called  Fort  Erie.  Soon  after 
the  river  forms  itfrlf,  the  current  is  rapid,  on  account 
of  the  rocks  and  falls  in  it,  for  about  a  mile ;  oxrct 
which,  notwithftanding,  we  work  up  veflfels  by  the 
help  of  windlaffcs.  A  little  below  thefe  ripples  artf 
fcveral  fmall  iQands,  and  at  about  fix  or  fcven  mild 
diftance  the  river  is  divided  into  two  branches,  by 
the  fouth- weft  end  of  the  Great  Ifland,  which  extends 
almoft  down  to  Little  Niagara  Fort,  and  contains  ml 
lefs  than  40^000  acres  of  land,  which  is  very  good. 
The  country  on  both  iides  of  the  river  to  Little  Nia- 
gara appears  to  be  good  and  fruitful,  and  is  whoUf 
uninhabited. 

Little  Niagara  Fort    is    nothing    more    than  t  * 
ftockade,  and  i?  about   two  mihrs  diftant  from  the 
eafterly  end  of  the  Great  Ifland,  on  the  caft-fidc  rf 
the  river. 

Near  this  fort  is  a  remarkable  fall,  or  cataraft,  ill 
the  river,  which  deferves  a  particular  dcfcription. 
This  cnraracft:  is  called  the  Falls  of  Niagara,  which, 
in  the  langunge  of  the  Five  Nations,  fignifies  a  fall 
of  warer.  1  he  courfe  of  the  river  here  is  fouth- 
fouth-cai>,  and  about  half  a  mile  wide,  where  the 
rock  croxTcs  it,  not  in  a  direft  line,  but  in  the  form 
c  t'  an  half-moon.  Above  the  fall  is  an  ifland  of  about 
hi!f  a  mile  in  Icrnrrh  ;  the  lower  end  of  which  comes 
to  the  cdf^/  of  til  *  fall.  The  current  of  the  rivet 
ab:)ve  thi-  iilnnd  ir.  quite  flow ;  but  as  it  approaches 
tht;  ifl^ind,  and  ir,  divkied  by  it,  it  runs  more  Iwiftly  } 
and,  bcK.rr  it  c^mes  to  the  fi!l,  with  fuch  violence, 
as  often  tirows  the  v/.ircr  to  a  confidcrabje  height, 
elpevidly  on  ih'j  v.oft-fidr  of  the  ifland,  the  whole 
itrcrr.m  n;.>pci?rp.  1[  in  a  foam ;  for  even  here  t-:c  dclccnC 
is  equal  10  tl.c  ii.:c  of  a  prt-tty  ftcep  hill.     When  it 
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comes  to  the  perpendicular  fall,  which  is  an  hundred 
and  fifty  feet,  no  words  can  exprefs  the  confternation 
of  travellers  at  firft  view,  feeing  fo  great  a  body  of 
water  falling,  or  rather  violently  thrown,  from  fo 
great  an  height,  upon  the  rocks  below ;  from  which 
It  again  rebounds  to  a  very  great  height,  appearing 
white  as  fnow,  being  all  converted  into,  foam, 
through  thofe  repeated  violent  agitations.  The  noife 
of  this  fall  is  often  heard  at  the  diftance  of  fifteen 
miles,  and  fometimes  much  farther.  The  vapour 
arifing  from  the  fall  may  fometimes  be  feen  at  a  great 
diftance,  appearing  like  a  cloud,  or  pillar  of  fmoak ; 
and  in  it  the  appearance  of  a  rainbow,  whenever  the 
fun  and  the  pofition  of  the  traveller  favours.  Many 
beafts  and  fowls  here  lofe  their  lives,  by  attempting 
ID  fwim  or  crofs  the  ftream  in  the  rapids,  and  are 
found  dafhed  in  pieces  below-,  and  fometimes  the 
Indians  have  met  with  the  like  fate,  through  care* 
leflhefs  or  drunkennefs.  There  are  fmaller  falls  in  the 
river  for  feveral  miles  below,  which  renders,  it  unna- 
logable.  The  bank  of  the  river,  on  the  eaft-fide  from 
the  fall  downward,  is  300  feet  high,  till  you  come 
to  another  fort  of  ours,  diftant  from  Little  Niagara 
nine  miles  ;  and  this  length  they  are  obliged  to  carry 
by  land,  on  account  of  the  rapidity  above  and  below 
the  cataraft.  The  land  on  the  other  fide  rifes  gradu- 
ally ;  and  perhaps  no  place  in  the  world  is  frequented 
by  fuch  a  number  of  eagles  as  this,  invited  hither 
by  the  carnage  before  mentioned,  that  is  here  made 
rf  deer,  elks,  bears,  &c.  on  which  they  feed.  The 
land  on  the  weft-fide  of  the  river  St.  Lawrence,  from 
this  fort,  or  landing  place,  to  Lake  Ontario,  is  own- 
ed by  the  Mifliflaugaus,  and  is  tolerably  good.  The 
timber  is  chiefly  chcfnut.  The  eafterly  fide  is  owned 
by  the  Five  Nations,  and  is  thinly  timbered  with  lofty 
wks ;  which,  at  firft  view,  one  would  be  apt  to 
think,  were  artificially  tranfpofed.  The  river  enters 
Lake  Ontario  at  the  fouth-weft  corner,  at  which  place 
Vol.  II.  L  is 
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is  Niagara  Fort ;  an  bandfome  well-built  fortificatioiv 
of  confiderable  ilrength.  A  krge  bay  flioots  up 
from  the  cmrancr  of  the  river  weffward^ 

LAKE  ONTARIO  is  of  an  oval  form,  about  260 
miles  in  length,  and  150  wide  in  the  middle.  The 
country  on  the  weft  and  north  of  the  lake,  down  ta 
the  rifver  Toronto,  which  is  about  fifty  miles,  is 
^ood.  At  the  weft-end  a  river  runs  in,  from 
are  carrying-places,  both  to  the  Lake  Sinclaur  and 
Lake  Erie,  or  to  rivers  that  flow  into  them. 

The  country  upon  the  lake,  between  St.  Lawrence 
and  Toronto,  is  inhabited  or  owned  by  the  Miffiffin^ 
gaus ;  and,  by  the  fair  and  lofty  timber  upon  k,  11 1 
good  foil. 

At  the  eafterly  corner  of  the  lake  flows  in  the  River 
Ofwego^  where  we  have  another  fort  erc6ted,  and  a 
garrilon  kept  up  of  a  conflderable  force :  this  is  abooT 
200  miles  from  Niagara.  The  river  Ofwego  rifts 
from  the  Oneoida  Lake,  which  is  about  thirty  mileii 
in  length.  At  the  eaft-end  of  this  lake  ftands  a  roytl 
blockhoufe,  which  is  garrifoned  to  keep  up  a  coai* 
munication  with  the  lakes ;  and  on  the  weft-end  of 
this  liike  is  Fort  Brewerton,  another  poft,  built  for 
tlie  fame  purpofe  :  and  about  half-way  between  thi» 
and  Ofwego  is  another  blockhoufe,  to  conynanda 
ferry  over  the  Seneca  River, 

This  country  is  owned  by  the  Five  Nations.  There 
are  feveral  rivers  flowing  through  it  to  the  lake ;  the 
moft  conflderable  is  the  river  Sable,  which  joins  thr 
lake  eighty  or  ninety  miles  eaft  of  Niagara,  and  rifcs 
near  a  branch  of  the  Ohio.  There  are  feveral  £Ms 
vpon,  and  one  higher  than,  the  falls  of  Niagara.  The 
Itrcam  is  about  200  feet  wide  for  a  great  way  up* 
k  is  very  much  concealed  from  the  traveller,  as  he 
pafles  it  on  the  lake,  by  an  ifland  fituated  before  the 
Mouth  of  it.  About  150  miles  up  the  river,  are 
thofe  remarkable  fprings,  greatly  efteemed  by  the  In- 
dians- as  a  remedy  for  aknoft  every  difeafe  :  they  are 
6  called 
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fcaUcd  the  Oil-fprings,  cm  account  of  an  oieous  fub- 
ftancc  that  iflues  forth  with  the  water,  and  rifcs  upon 
the  furface  of  it. 

In  the  nrers  roond  Lake  Ontario  are  ialmon  in  great 
plenty  during  the  furnmer-feaibn ;  and  at  the  entrance 
of  "the  ritvr  St.  Lawrence  arc^  during  the  winter- 
fbafon,  an  abundance  of  a  kind  of  £&,  called  whit«- 
fifli,  which  feem  td  be  peculiar  to  this  place,  therd 
bein^  none  fuch  any  where  eUe  in  ^mcvic^  except- 
ing fome  few  at  Long  Point:  They  are  about  tho 
fizeofihadsj  and  very  agreeable  to  the  palate.  Here 
is  great  plenty  of  water-fowU  and  game  of  all  kinds 
common  to  the  climate.  In  a  word,  the  countrj^ 
round  this  lake  is  pleafatit,  apparency  fertile,  and 
capable  of  valuable  improvements. 

The  Five  Nations  have  their  towns^  not  adjacent 
to  the  lake,  but  at  ibnf)e  diftance  from  it,  and  moftly 
tipon  the  rivers  that  flow  into  it. 

The  river  St.  Lawrence  takes  its  leave  of  Lake 
Ontario  at  the  ilorth-eaft  corner  of  it.  Near  the  lake 
it  is  ten  or  twelve  miles  wide,  having  feveral  iflands 
in  it  5  on  one  of  which,  the  moft  northerly,  at  the 
head  of  the  rifts,  is  a  fmall  fortrefs,  eredled  by  the 
French,  and  now  kept  by  us. 

From  lAkc  Ontario  to  the  Cedars,  the  prefenc 
weftcrn  boundary  of  the  province  of  Quebec,  is  about 
eighty  miles ;  and  from  thence  to  Lake  St.  Francis, 
Which  may  be  called  the  next  ftage  of  St.  Lawrence^ 
is  nearly  the  fame  diftance. 

There  are  feveral  fettlements  of  the  St.  John's, 
Cape  Sable,  and  feveral  other  tribes  of  Indians,  upon 
die  ftreams  falling  into  St.  Lawrence  from  the  fouth, 
between  that  and  Nova  Scotia ;  and  round  the  Gulph 
of  St;  Lawrence,  between  that  and  the  Bay  of  Fundy ; 
and  the  coafts  of  the  province  of  Main  :  whofe  chief 
fubfiftenee  is  the  wild  game  of  the  country  •,  for  they 
raife  but  little  corn,  and  keep  no  cattle.  There  are 
alio  fome  Indians  upon  the  north-fide  of  St.  Law- 
fence,  near  Quebec,  called  Hurons ;  but  none  of 
any  great  account.     All  the  Indians  on  the.  lakes^  ex- 
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cepdng  the  Hurons  and  Fi?e  Nations,  have  an  aflp 
ni^  in  their  language,  and.  appear  to  be  oiiginall]^ ' 
from  the  fame  nauon. 

From  this  account  of  the  countiy  upon  the  river 
St  Lawrence,  above  what  is  now  called  die  province  * 
of  Quebec,  there  leems  a  prafpeft  in  future,   not  * 
only  of  a  ikiurilhing  province,  but  a  rich  and  gicac 
kingdom,  exceeding  in  extent  of  territory  nraft  oC. 
the  kingdoms  ip  Europe :  and  though  it  has  no  open ' 
communication  with  the  fea,  yet  great  ameiHlg  aie  ' 
made  for  this  defeft  by  its  numerous  hkes  and  flreaoK ' 
running  to  and  from  them,  by  .which  there  is  an  eai^'*  | 
communication  from  one  part  of  the  country  to  anot ' .  i 
ther,  almoft  through  the  whole/ 

The  RIVER  CHRISTINO,  b  fo  called  from  tin  *' 
Indians,  the  Chriftinaux,  who  poflcfi  the  country  ad- 
jacent to  ir.    Its  highefi:  iburce  is,  as  hath  been  meA4    - 
tioned,  at  the  north-eaft  of  the  central  mount^in^  *  " 
cdled  by  the  Indians  the  Head  of  the  Country,    fe  ' 
rifes  in  leveral  ilreams,  all  which  bend  their  courCe  ID^  ~ 
ward  I-l  udfon's  Bay,  and  fall  in  with  each  other  at 
different  places,  till,  in  the  courfe  of  about  150  miles 
from  their  fource,  they  all  unite,  by  which  confluence 
a  very  large  bay  is  formed,  round  which  a  tribe  or 
divifion  ot  Chriftinaux  live. 

Farther  down  the  rivtr,  there  are  fome  few" 
lakes ;  but  none  deferving  particular  defcription. 
There  are  fcveral  fmall  ftreams  which  flow  in  on  each 
fide  of  the  river,  from  a  low  bo^y  country,  by  which 
its  waters  are  increafcd,  till  finally  it  difchai^es  itfelf 
into  Hudfon's  Bay ;  hear  200  miles  north  of  York 
Fort,  and  about  500  miles  from  the  before  mention^ 
ed  mountains. 

The  country  adjacent  to  this  river  is  vaftly  inferior 
to  that  on  the  lakes  and  the  river  St.  Lawrence,  as 
may  well  be  fiippofed  from  its  northerly  (ituation ;  it 
lying  between  55  and  60  degrees  of  north  latitude. 
The  winters  are  long  and  fevere ;  the  Inow  deep,  and- 
continucs  on  the  earth  great  part  of  the  year. 

The 
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The  number  of  Indian  warriors  in  this  country  is 
iuppoled  to  be  about  2000.  They  generally  cover 
their  houfcs,  or  huts,  with  the  (kins  of  wild  beafts ; 
and  not  only  make  them  warm  and  fecure,  bur,  ac- 
cording to  their  tafte,  very  neat  and  elegant.  Thefc 
Indians  have  very  near  the  fame  language  with  thofc 
on  the  lakes,  and  north  of  the  river  St.  Lawrence-, 
and  according  to  their  own  traditions,  they  all  come 
round  from  the  north  into  this  country :  and  certain 
k  is,  that  though  they  negleA  the  education  of  their 
children  in  almoft  every  other  refpeft,  they  are  ex- 
tremely folicitous  to  acquaint  them  with  the  ftory  of 
their  anceftors. 

Fanher  northward  ftill,  are  fome  other  rivers  that 
flow  into  Hudfon's  Bay  •,  but  the  country  adjacent  to 
them  being  ftill  more  northerly,  is  inferior,  if  poflTible, 
to  that  of  the  Chriftinaux :  and  it  feems  obfcrvable 
in  general,  that  the  further  north  you  travel  on  the 
American  continent,  the  more  favage  and  unimproved 
the  nations  appear  to  be. 

From  Jamcs*s  Bay,  and  along  the  coafts  of  La- 
brador, the  country  is  inhabited,  or  rather  frequent- 
ed, by  a  nation  called  the  Elkimaux*,  who  area 
wandering  unfettled  generation,  roving  in  large  parties 
during  the  fummer-fcafon,  and  come  quite  from  Hud- 
fon*s  Bay  northward  to  the  Straits  of  Belle  Ifle,  which 
they  fometimes  crofs  over  to  Newfoundland.  Not- 
withftanding  this  prodigious  extent  of  country  over 
which  they  ramble,  they  are  not  very  numerous,  be- 
ing but  about  4000  men.  They  fubfift  upon  animals 
which  they  take  out  of  thefe  northern  feas,  fuch  as 
whales,  feals,  and  the  like ;  and  cloathe  themfelves 
with  the  furs  and  fkins  of  fuch  animals  as  they  take. 
During  the  winter-feafon  they  abide  in  caverns  undtr 
ground,  and  feed  chiefly  on  whale-oil  and  blubber, 
unlefs  raw  flefti  chance  to  be  thrown  in  their  way. 

•  See  Ellis's  voyage  for  the  difcovcry  of  a  north- wcH  paiTage, 
21  the  dofe  of  this  volume. 
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They  travel  chiefly  by  water,  in  a  kind  of  canoe^ 
peculiar  to  themfclves,  which  are  fo  contrived  as  to 
ride  through  alnioft  any  ftorm  that  can  happen ;  for 
in  cafe  of  bad  weather,  they  can  lace  ahd  indole 
themfclves  in  and  keep  dry,  while  thp  canoe  is  rolled 
over  and  over  without  damage.  They  fameclmes  vco- 
tpre  feveral  leagues  to  fea  in  thofe  canoes  in  purfuit  of 
wbal.es,  feals,  &c. 

Their  chief  trade  is  to  our  forr  on  James's  Bay, 
and  with  fuch  veffels  as  frequent  their  coafl  for  the 
ifakc  of  prading  with  them. 

The  Indians  on  the  ifland  of  Newfoundland  appear 
to  be  much  the  fame  fort  with  thofe  lafi  mcntioried : 
they  are  called  Micmacks ;  and  are  confidered  and 
hated  as  a  barbarous  and  beaftly  people  by  all  the 
pther  Indians  in  the  neighbourhood,  who  maintaiQ 
but  little  correfpondence  with  them. 

The  MISSISIPPI  takes  it  rife  at  the  fouthcrly  part 
of  the  central  mountains,  upward  of  3000  miks, 
following  the  courfe  of  the  river  from  its  mouth  at 
the  Gulph  of  Mexico.  Its  higheft  fource  is  a  lake 
of  confiderable  bignefs,  oppofite  to,  or  north-weft 
of  which,  is  a  notch  or  opening  in  the  mountain, 
from  which  a  large  ftream  flows  to  the  lake,  carrying 
with  it  a  red  fulphureous  fijbftance,  by  which  the  wa- 
ter is  difcoloured ;  on  which  account  this  is  called  the 
lied  Lake.  It  has  a  fine  fertile  country  on  the  fouth 
and  fouth-eaft  parts  of  it. 

The  courfe  of  the  Miflifippi  from  the  Red  Lake  is 
nearly  fouth-weft  for  upward  of  200  miles,  where  it 
is  joined  by  a  fmaller  ftream  from  the  weftward,  an4 
its  courfe  is  turned  ntrarly  fouth-eaft  for  more  than 
3C0  miles,  where  ic  is  joined  by  the  Muddy  River, 
b.nd  brfore  that  by  another  not  fo  large,  and  flowing 
to  ic  from  the  north-caft.  I'he  Muddy  River  rifcs 
from  tlv^  fouth  of  the  central  mountains,  out  of  the 
iar;.;e  bo  ;;  bctoro  mentioned,  ani  runs  fouth,  inclin- 
ing to  rlrj  wcil,  till  it  meets  the  Mifiifippi  coming 
from  the  north-weft,  after  which  jundlioi\  the  river  is 

neaf 
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two  miles  wide.  The  coundy  on  both  fides  of 
the  river,  and  of  the  branches  that  flow  into  it,  is 
exceeding  fine  and  good.  The  timber  lofty,  but  thin ; 
the  plains  large,  and  fertile.  The  air  and  climate^ 
even  quite  to  die  head,  moderate  and  agreeable. 
This  fruitful  country  is  at  prefent  inhabited  by  a  na- 
tion of  Indians,  called  by  others  the  White  Indians, 
on  account  of  their  complexion ;  they  being  much 
the  faireft  Indians  on  the  continent.  This  nation  is 
very  jiumerous,  being  able  to  raife  20  and  30,00^ 
fighting  men. 

They  ufe  no  weapons  but  bows  and  arrows,  toma^ 
hawks,  and  a  kind  of  wooden  pikes ;  for  which  tea- 
fon  they  often  fuffer  greatly  firom  the  eaftcrn  In- 
dians, who  have  the  ufe  of  fire-arms,  and  frequentl^r 
vifit  the  White  Indians  on  the  banks  of  the  eaffcrrly 
branch,  and  kill  or  capdvate  them  in  great  numbers. 
Thefe  Indians  live  in  large  towns,  and  have  commo- 
dious houfes ;  they  raife  Indian  corn,  tame  the  wiM 
Cows,  and  ufe  both  their  milk  and  flefh ;  they  keep 
great  numbers  of  dogs,  and  are  very  dexterous  in 
hunting.  They  have  litde  or  no  commerce  with  any 
liation  that  we  at  prefent  are  acquainted  with. 

From  the  confluence  of  the  Muddy  River  the 
courfc  of  the  MifTifippi  is  nearly  fouth  for  two  hun- 
dred miles ;  where  it  is  joined  by  a  large  ilream  from 
the  weft^  which  rifes  four  hundred  miles  from  the 
central  mountains  ;  and  its  waters  chiefly  fpring  from 
the  north  and  nonh-cafterly  part  of  the  Mifauri  Ridge; 
a  chain,  or  rather  a  double  chain  of  mountains,  lo 
called,  which  reach  over  toward  the  ifthmus  of  Da- 
rien.  This  is  called  by  the  Indians  the  Bloody  Rivor^ 
on  account  of  the  long  and  bloody  wars  whic^  have 
happened  between  the  Indians  here  aind  thofe  to  the 
eaftward. 

Four  hundred  miles  farther  down,  another  river 
fiows  in  from  the  north-weft,  which  rifes  near  the 
Bloody  River.  The  two  laft  mentioned  rivers  are 
J^h  inhabited  by  the  Illinois  Indians,  who  likewife 
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poffcfs  the  weftern  banks  of  the  Miffifippi  for  feveral 
nundrcd  miles. 

The  French  had  begun  a  fettlement,  which  ex- 
tended for  fffty  miles  along  the  eaftcrn  fide  of  the 
Miflifippi,  and  a  corifiderable  way  up  the  river  Illi- 
nois ;  but,  fince  this  place  was  ceded  to  the  crown  of 
Great  Britain,  the  French  have  ercdtcd  a  garrifon  on 
the  other  fide  of  the  river,  whither  the  greateft  part 
of  the  inhabitants  have  retired.  But  thofe  of  them 
who  were  Germans,  chofc  to  tarry  on  this  fide,  and 
become  Britilh  fubjefts. 

The  Indians  in  this  part  of  the  country  live  very 
well,  have  commodious  houfes,  make  great  ufe  of 
horfes  :  their  country  abounds  with  deer,  elks,  buf- 
faloes, &c. 

About  an  hundred  and  fifty,  or  two  hundred  miles 
below,  where  the  Illinois  flows  into  the  Miflifippi  on 
the  caft-fide,  the  Mifauris  joins  it  on  the  weft.  This 
river  takes  its  rife  from  the  eaft  and  fouth-eaft  of  the 
before  mentioned  Mifauris  ridge  of  mountains,  in 
many  diflferent  ftreams,  for  near  looo  miles  on  this 
fide,  which  unite  with  each  other  at  difiirent  places ; 
and,  after  an  eafterly  and  foutherly  courfe  of  near 
2000  miles,  as  the  river  runs,  it  flows  into  the  Mif- 
fiflppi. 

The  inhabitants  on  this  river  are  called  the  Mifauri 
Indians,  who  are  able  to  raife  great  numbers  of  fight- 
ing men  ;  and  have  much  the  fzLivx  cufloms  and  man- 
ners as  the  Illinois,  who  are  likcwife  very  numerous. 
The  goodnefs  of  the  country  which  they  both  inha- 
bit, muft  render  life  agreeable  and  eafy  to  perfons 
who,  like  them,  are  content  with  having  the  demands 
of  nature  anfwercd,  without  endeavouring  to  increafc 
thefc  demands  by  any  ftudicd  refinements. 

The  river  Miffifippi,  after  bt:ing  joined  by  the  Mi- 
fauris, is  about  fix  miles  wide,  and  continuing  its 
courfe  foutherly,  is  joined  by  no  confidcrable  ftream 
after  this  for  between  tv/o  or  tliree  hundred  miles ; 
where  the  Ohio  flov^s  into  it,  and  makes  a  large  ad- 
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dition  to  its  waters.  The  country  on  each  fide  the 
Miflifippi  to  this  place^  is  much  the  fame  as  that  aU 
ready  defcribed ;  but  the  climate  is  fomething  war- 
mer, and  is  owned  by  the  Tweeghtwecs,  or  Yeah- 
tanees,  on  the  eaft-fide  down  to  the  Ohio,  and  eaft- 
wardly  from  the  Miflifippi  as  far  as  the  Wabach. 

The  OHIO  rifes  in  feveral  branches  ;  one  of  which 
is  near  Prcfque  Ifle,  on  the  Lake  Ontario,  and  with- 
in fix  miles  of  the  lake :  about  ten  miles  down  this 
branch  (lands  Fort  Du  Beauf,  from  which  place  it  is 
navigable  for  canoes  and  fmall  boats  quite  to  the 
mouth.  The  courfe  of  this  branch  is  fouthcrly  for 
fcventy  or  eighty  miles  below  Fort  Du  Beauf,  where 
we  had  another  fort,  called  Venango*  About  twenty 
miles  above  this  laft  fort,  on  the  banks  of  the  ftream, 
are  feveral  little  towns  of  the  Mingo  Indians,  who 
removed  hither  from  Hudfon*s  River,  and  now  bc-p 
long  to  thofe  called  the  Five  Nation  Indians.  This 
river  is  joined  by  two  or  three  other  ftreams  before  it 
arrives  at  Fort  Pitt. 

Fort  Pitt  is  a  regular  weil-builc  fortrefs,  kept  in 
good  order,  and  well  garrifoned  :  it  (lands  upon  the 
point  of  land  between  the  rivers  Monongahela  and 
Ohio. 

From  this  the  general  courfe  of  the  river  is  weft, 
inclining  to  the  fouth  for  near  a  thoufand  miles,  as 
the  river  runs,  where  it  joins  the  Miflifippi.  At  Fort 
Pitt  it  is  a  mile  wide,  but  grows  much'wider  before  its 
junftiop  with  the  Miflifippi,  being  joined  by  feveral 
ftreams  it  its  courfe  thither. 

As  far  down  the  Ohio  as  the  river  Wabach,  the 
country  on  each  fide  is  claimed  by  the  Five  Nations  : 
the  Shawanees  at  prefent  inhabit  it,  who  can  raife 
about  three  hundred  fighting  men  -,  and  further  ealt- 
ward,  toward  Lake  Erie,  live  the  Delawares,  \A\o 
can  raife  about  five  hundred  fighting  men.  Thde 
are  in  league  with  the  Five  Nations,  and  hold 
their  lands  under  them,  and  are  fomctimcs  called 
the  Six  Nations  ;  and  all  together,  fince  this  alliance, 

v.hich 
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wWuh  i\  U  fomc yrars ftandir.g,  hnr 
|icilatian  of  the  Six  Nation  hidizmk, 

Wdt  of  the  Wabach,  as  far  as  cbe  S 
fo  where  ibc  Ohio  joins  ir,  and  north  ux  i^  kcadi  oi 
the  Wabach  and  Ycahcances  Riven,  the  cOKisaj  h 
<jwni'A  by  the  Twceghtwec*  cr  Ye^ocaaecs 
^tio  TMH  furnifh  cue  about  two  tn^uiimd  _  _ 
'yiinr  r.hiff  fttclcincncs  art  at  the  heads  of  cbe  be- 
fore-mentioned  rivers. 

1  he  country  between  the  lakes  and  the  jundion  of 
the  Ohio  an'J  MifTifippi,  for  feveral  hundred  miles, 
and  the  country  between  Fort  St.  Joleph  and  the 
iirecn  Bay,  and  between  Detroit  and  the  Illinois,  and 
rvfn  murh  farther  north  than  Detroit,  is  level;  the 
loil  excellent,  the  climate  healthy  and  agreeable,  and 
ihe  winters  nKKlcrate  and  (hort.  Its  natural  produc- 
tions are  nunwrou^  -an^i  valuable.  It  is  fufficicntlf 
timlM'rrd  with  trees  tali  and  fair,  and  fit  for  any  com- 
mon lift? 

'I'hrrr  is  a  (^'kk!  (fiiil-mine  near  Fort  Pitt,  made 
ii(r  ol  hy  ihrgimluii  for  fuel ;  and  what  is  ftill  more 
in  i'otnincndation  of  this  country,  is  that  it  is  well 
w.ifrrrd  hy  i'prin(];s  and  rivulets,  and  has  an  eafy  com- 
iniinK  aiioi)  v/\i\\  the  whole  world  from  the  mouth  of 
ilic  MiliilipiM,  aud  with  great  part  of  the  interior 
iouiury  (»f  N(»rtli  America,  by  its  federal  branches. 
Indeed  lu.h  is  thr  fituation  of  this  country,  that, 
iU  or  mar  the  junv^tion  of  the  Ohio  and  MiiTifippi, 
wiiliiii  .1  iiMirury  or  two,  may  poflibly  arife  the  largely 

1  iiy  ill  (lu*  woiKI. 

IVIdvv  {]\c  liver  Ohio,  on  the  eaft-fide  of  theMif- 
lllippu  iloNvn  lo  its  mouth,  the  country  is  owned  and 
inh.il»ii;\l  h;  i!k'  Chickctaws  for  near  two  hundred 
inil(s  t)  ifio  e.illw  ir^l.  This  nation  can  raife  io,ooo 
tinl^nn:;  iiu-n.  liie  foil  of  their  country  is  fandy, 
and  luit  In  jvhhI  a>;  thit  above  delcribed  ;  however  it 
|wi>  'lu  C-;  1 ;.  (■  arul  iiulii^o  to  rjooJ  perfciflion,  of  which 
ihv*  Tiui.lj  ;;.«w  [wuv:  lliificienr  j)roof. 

The 
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The  Chicketaws  generally  live  in  large  towns ;  their 
chief  fctclements  are  not  far  from  the  *  banks  of  the 
0hto,  on  the  ftreams  that  flow  into  it  from  the  eaft. 
Their  houfes  are  not  very  elegant  ^  however  they  have 
the  art  of  making  them  tight,  which  neceflity  obli^i 
them  to  do,  to  fecure  themfelves  againft  tlie  Ric^ 
which  are  here  very  troublefome  at  fome  feafons  of 
the  year«  They  keep  cows,  h(^  and  horfes  i  the 
latter  in  great  abundance.  They  raife  plenty  of  corn^ 
beans,  potatoes,  &c  but  have  very  little  game,  ex- 
jcept  deer. 

The  Cherpkees  inhabit  the  fouth-weft  end  of  the 
Apalachian  mountains,  fix)m  the  head  of  the  Tane- 
fee  River,  which  flows  into  the  Ohio,  about  a  hun- 
dred miles  before  its  junftion  with  the  Miffifippi. 
The  extent  of  their  country  from  north-eaft  to  fouthr 
weft  is  about  four  hundred  miles^  and  about  two 
hundred  miles  wide.  1%  is  very  mountainous  and 
broken,  and  difficult  of  accefs  any  way.  They  live 
in  as  good  order  as  any  favages  on  the  continent ; 
have  great  plenty  of  hories,  fome  black  cattle,  and 
many  fwine.  They  raife  corn  in  abundance,  and 
fence  in  their  fields,  which  no  other  Indians  do :  they 
alfo  keep  poultry,  and  have  orchards  oif  peach-trees. 
They  likewife  attend  to  gardening,  are  very  famous 
for  hunting,  and  their  country  abounds  with  deer, 
i)ears,  and  fome  elks  and  turkeys  in  great  plenty  in 
the  fertile  vallies  between  the  mountains.  The  Che* 
rokees  can  raife  about  2000  fighting  men.  The  Tar 
nefee  is  wholly  uninhabited  below  the  mountains  to 
where  it  joins  the  Ohio ;  but  the  country  upon  it  u; 
claimed  by  the  Chickcfaws,  a  brave  warlike  people* 
who  have  but  one  town,  fituated  on  a  plain  by  a  fmall 
creek  that  rifcs  about  thirty  miles  fouth  of  the  Tane^ 
fee.  Their  town  is  picqueted  in,  and  fortified  with  a^ 
fort.  They  build  their  houfes  much  in  the  fame  form 
as  the  Chicktaws.  They  raife  corn  in  great  abun- 
dance, and  hav^  large  droves  of  hories,  fome  black 
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ctcdd  arid  fwinc*    They  can  raife  about  five  hundred 
Jghtii%jnen:  .  *" 

'  TfabXrt«k  Indians  live  fouch-weft  of  the  CheiM-;    ; 
kees,  partly  between  them  and  the  Chicktaiwa^SCi    ] 
Auguftin  and  Georgia,   and  have  a  level  country.     1 
They  live  in  the  fame  manner,  and  have  the  iairie^ 
con^modities  as  the  Chicktaws  and  Cherokees,  and' 
CBn  raife  about  2000  fighting  men.    All  the  counay 
of  the  Creeks  is  infeft^  with  allegators  and  fnakes  cf  .  ' 
a  very  large  fize ;  and  flies,  that  at  cotain  feafons  aUr' 
a  very  great  torment  to  them. 

Fr6m  theMifauris  down  to  the  weft-fide  of  the 
Miffifippi  the  'foil  is  *good,  till  you  come  near  t|Mr 
month  of  it.  The  French  have  a  fetdement  (a  litdtf 
above  where  tHe  Ohio  flows  in)  on  the  weft-fide  % 
about  an  hundred  miles  farther  down,  another  firat- 
'ufrtd  fetdement  of  theirs  begins,  and  is  continued 
for  near  an  hundred  miles,  from  whence  to  New  Ot^ 
leans  the  country  is  better  fettled.  The  produce  of 
this  country  is  rice,  Indian  corn,  and  ibme  wheat' 
The  ifland  of  Orleans  is  a  very  beautiful  and  fertild 
fpot  of  ground,  on  which  the  French  have  a  confide* 
rable  town.  The  number  of  French  in  this  province 
is  about  a  hundred  thoufand.  The  negroes  are  very 
numerous.  The  foil  toward  the  fouth  is  well  adap- 
ted  to  rice  and  indigo,  and  toward  the  north  to  wheat; 
The  number  of  inhabitants  increafes  very  faft,  and 
will  in  a  fliorc  time  become  a  large  colony ;  and,  if 
poflefled  by  thofe  ambitious  neighbours  the  French, 
will  be  capable  of  creating  frelh  troubles  to  the  Bri- 
tilh  fubjefts  in  America.  On  the  weft-fide  of  the 
M  iflifippi,  adjoining  to  the  French  fetdement,  are  the 
Chataw  Indians  :  whofe  country  is  much  like  that  al- 
ready defcribed ;  and  their  manners  and  methods  of 
living  the  fame  with  the  Chicketaws  and  Cherokees. 

Major  Rogers,  after  the  foregoing  defcription  of 
the  interior  parts  of  North  America,  of  which,  bc- 
fbre  the  late  war  carried  the  Englifli  forces  {o  much 

through 
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through  it,  we  had  but  very  impcrfeft  information^ 
or  what  could  be  relied  on  -,  proceeds  to  give  us  the 
following  entertaining  particulars  of  the  connexions, 
manners  and  cuftoms  of  the  Indian  inhabitants. 

Thofe  of  them  who  have  any  concerns  or  commerce 
with  the  Englifh,  are  fuch  as  inhabit  from  the  eaft- 
fide  of  the  Miffifippi  to  the  fouth-fide  of  the  river 
Chridino:  and  among  all  the  nations  and  tribes  in 
this  vaftextenc'of  country,  thofe  called  the  Five  Na- 
tion Indians  are  deferving  of  the  firft  notice.  They 
are  dreaded  and  revered  by  all  the  others  for  their  fu- 
perior  underftanding,  and  valour  in  war;  in  which 
conftant  pradlice  renders  them  expert,  they  being  in 
almofl  continual  wars  with  one  nation  or  other,  and 
fbmetimes  with  feveral  together.  Their  cuftoms, 
manners,  and  modes  of  drcfs,  are  adopted  by  many 
of  the  other  tribes  as  nearly  as  poflible.  In  Oiort, 
thofe  Indians  are  generally  among  the  other  nations 
clleemed  the  politeft  and  beft  bred,  who  the  nearefl: 
refemble  thefe.  They  claim  all  the  country  fouth  of 
the  river  St.  Lawrence  to  the  Ohio,  and  down  the  ' 
Ohio  to  the  Wabach,  from  the  mouth  of  the  Wa- 
bach  to  the  bounds  of  Virginia ;  wefterly,  to  the 
Lakes  Ontario  and  Erie,  and  the  river  Miamee;  their 
caftern  boundaries  are  Lake  Champlain,  and  the  Bri- 
tifti  colonies.  When  the  Englilh  firft  fettled  in  Ame- 
rica, they  could  raife  15,000  fighting  mt-n  ;  but  now, 
including  the  Delawares  and  Shawanees,  they  do  not 
amount  to  more  than  between  three  or  four  thoufand, 
having  been  thus  reduced  by  their  inteftine  quarrels 
and  frequent  engagements  with  the  French. 

The  Mohocks  were  formerly  the  moft  numerous 
tribe  amongft  them,  but  now  they  are  the  fmalleft  ^ 
however,  they  ftill  prefcrve  a  fuperiority  and  autho- 
rity over  the  reft,  as  the  moft  honourable  nation. 
They  have  been  inveterate  enemies  to  the  French  ever 
fince  their  firft  fettling  in  Canada ;  and  are  almoft  th:: 
only  Indians  within  many  hundred  miles,  that  have 
been  proof  againft  the  folicitations  of  the  French  to- 

turn 
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turn  agftinft  us.  Thejr  now  noaintain  a  conftdnt  waY* 
with  the  Cherokees^  Creeks,  and  Cbickefaws;  and 
many  of  their  young  men  are  annually  employed  that 
way :  in  ihort,  they  fometinies  carry  their  hoftilitiea 
almoft  as  far  fouth  as  the  ifthmus  of  Darien ;  but  they 
have  long  lived  in  peace  with  the  Indians  on  the  lakes^ 
and  with  the  Tweeghcwees ;  thc^e  two  nations  being 
too  near,  and  too  able  to  retaliate  any  affront  they  may 
offer  them. 

The  Indians  do  nor  want  for  natural  good  fenfe  ana 
ingenuity,  many  of  them  difcovering  a  great  capacity 
for  any  art  or  fcience,  liberal  or  mechanical.  Their 
imaginations  are  fo  ftrong,  and  their  memories  lb  re- 
tentive, that  when  they  have  once  been  at  a  place,  let 
it  be  ever  fo  diftant,  or  obfcure,  they  will  readily  find 
ic  again.  The  Indians  about  Nova  Scotia  and  the 
Gulph  of  St.  Lawrence  have  frequently  paflfed  over 
CO  the  Labrador,  which  is  thirty  or  forty  leagues^ 
without  a  compais,  and  have  landed  at  the  very  fpoc 
they  at  firfl  intended ;  and  even  in  dark  cloudy  wca- 
tlicr  they  will  diredl  their  courfe  by  land  with  great 
cxaAncIs  j  which  they  do  by  obferving  the  bark  and 
boughs  of  trees:  the  north-Iide,  in  this  country,  bc-t 
ing  always  nioiTy,  and  the  boughs  on  the  fouth-fidtf 
the  largelt. 

it  is  obfervable,  tliat  you  will  rarely  find  among 
the  Indians  a  perlbn  that  is  in  any  way  deformed  in 
their  limbs,  or  dcfeftive  in  their  intellefts -,  notwith- 
flanJinur  the  little  care  taken  about  the  mother  in  the 
time  of  her  pregnancy,  the  neglefl:  the  infant  is  trea- 
ted with  when  born,  and  the  fatigues  the  youth  is 
obliged  to  fuflfcr :  but  fpirituous  liquors^  of  which 
tliey  are  infatiably  fond,  and  the  women  as  well  as 
the  men,  liavc  already  furprifmgly  lefTened  their  num- 
ber -,  and  will,  in  all  probabihty,  in  time,  clear  the 
country  of  them. 

Indeed  the  motl^rs,  in  their  way,  take  great  care 
cf  their  children,  and  are  extremely  fond  of  them. 
They  i'cldom  wean  them  till  they  arc  two  years  old,  or 
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more ;  and  carry  them  on  their  backs  til)  the  burden 
grows  quite  infupportable  to  them.  When  they  leave 
the  cradle,  they  go  when  and  where  they  pleafe: 
their  parents  are  however  careful  to  inftruft  them 
early  in  the  ufe  of  arms,  efpecialiy  the  bow ;  and  are  of* 
ten  recounting  to  them  the  exploits  and  great  atchieve- 
xnents  of  their  anceftors,  in  order  to  infpire  them  with 
great  and  noble  fentiments.  They  introduce  them 
very  young  into  their  public  councils,  and  make 
them  acquainted  with  the  mod  important  affairs  and 
tranfaAions,  which  accuftoms  them  to  fecrefy^  gives 
them  a  compofed  and  manly  air,  infpires  them  with 
emulation,  and  makes  them  bold  and  enterprifing. 
They  Icldom  chaftife  their  children  -,  when  they  are 
young,  they  fay,  becaufe  they  are  not  endued  with 
reafon  to  guide  them  ri^ht,  otherwife  they  would  not 
do  wrong :  when  the/  are  more  advanced  in  life,  they 
fay,  becaufe  th/.  :ire  capable  of  judging,  and  ought 
to  be  mailers  :  i  their  own  adions,  and  are  not  ac* 
countable  to  any  one,  Thcfe  maxims  are  carried  fo 
far,  that  parents  fometimcs  fuffer  themfelves  to  be 
abuled  by  their  children  •,  and  in  the  fame  way  they 
will  excufe  any  ill-treatment  they  meet  with  from  3 
drunken  man  :  fhould  we  blame  or  puniQi  him,  fay 
they,  when  he  does  not  know  what  he  does,  or  ha* 
not  his  reafon  ?  When  a  mother  fees  her  daughter 
aft  amifs,  fhe  falls  into  tears  •,  and  vp^n  the  other's 
taking  notice  of  it,  and  enquiring  the  caufe,  fhe  re- 
plies, becaufe  you  do  fo,  and  fo  diftionour  me  :  which 
kind  of  admonition  feldom  fails  of  the  defircd  effeft. 
The  Indians  do  not  always  enter  into  a  forma!  obli- 
gation of  marriage,  but  take  companions  for  a  longer 
or  (horter  time,  as  they  pkafej  and  the  children 
which  fpring  from  hence  lie  under  no  dilgrace. 

The  Indian  men  are  remarkable  for  their  idlenefs, 
upon  which  they  fee m  to  value  themfelves -,  faying^ 
that  to  labour  would  be  degrading  them,  and  belongs 
only  to  the  women :  that  they  are  formed  only  tor 
war>  hunting,  and  filhing. 

Moft 
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Mod  of  the  Indians  are  pofleiled  of  a  furprifing 
patience  and  equanimity  of  mind,  and  a  command  of 
every  paffion,  except  revenge,  beyond  what  philofo- 
phers  or  Chrillians  uiually  attain  to.  You  may  fee 
them  bearing  the  mod  ludden  and  unexpeAed  mis- 
fortunes with  calmnefs  and  compofure  of  mind,  with- 
out a  word,  or  change  of  countenance :  a  prifoner, 
who  knows  not  where  his  captivity  may  end,  or  whe- 
ther he  may  not  in  a  few  hours  be  put  to  a  mod  cruel 
death,  never  lofes  a  moment's  fleep  on  this  account  •, 
but  cats  and  drinks  with  as  much  chearfulnefs  as  thofc 
into  whofe  hands  he  has  fallen.  Even  when  under 
thofc  (hocking  tortures  which  prifoncrs  are  frcquendy 
put  to,  they  will  not  only  make  thcmfelves  chearfu), 
but  provoke  and  irritate  their  tormentors  with  moft 
cutting  reproaches. 

Another  thing  remarkable  among  thefe  people, 
who  put  on  at  all  tim^s  a  favage,  cruel  appearance, 
is,  that  thofe  of  the  fame  nation,  or  that  are  in  alli- 
ance, behave  to  each  other  with  an  high  degree  of 
complaifance  and  good  nature.  If  any  quarrels  hap* 
pen,  they  never  make  ufe  of  oaths,  or  any  indecent 
cxpreflions,  or  call  one  another  by  hard  names  -,  but, 
at  the  i'ame  time,  no  duration  can  put  a  period  to 
their  revenge :  it  is  often  a  legacy  transferred  from 
«.:cncrarion  to  generation,  and  left  as  a  bcqucft  from 
rather  to  fon,  till  an  opportunity  offers  of  taking  am- 
l^lc  latisfaftion,  perhaps  in  the  third  or  fourth  gene- 
ration from  thole  who  firft  did  the  injury.  They  are 
not,  however,  ftrangers  to  the  utility  and  pleafures  of 
triv-MHlQiip  -,  for  each  of  them,  at  a  certain  age,  makes 
choice  of  fonie  one  near  about  their  own  age,  to  be 
ll^.cir  melt  intimate  and  bofom  friend  ;  for  whom  they 
will  brave  any  danger,  and  run  any  rllk  to  affift  and 
fupporc:  and  this  attachment  is  carried  fo  far,  as 
even  to  overcome  xhe  fears  of  death,  which  they  look 
upon  to  be  only  a  temporary  feparation,  and  that  they 
(hall  meet  and  be  united  in  fricndfliip  in  the  other 
vorld. 

There 


OF  NORTH  AMERICA.         i6i 

There  is  no  nation  of  Indians  but  feem  to  have 
ibme  fenfe  of  a  Deity,  and  a  kind  of  religion  among 
them ;  but  this  is  fo  various,  perplexed  and  confufed, 
that  it  is  difficult  to  defcribe  it  very  minutely.  They 
likewife  hold  an  evil  Ipirit,  or  demon,  who,  fay 
they,  is  always  inclined  to  mifchief,  and  bears  a  great 
fway  in  the  creation  ;  and  it  is  this  latter  that  is  the 
principal  objeA  of  their  adorations  and  devotions : 
they  generally  addrefs  him  by  way  of  deprecation. 

The  Indians  depend  much  upon  their  dreams,  and 
really  believe  that  they  dream  the  whole  hiftory  of 
their  future  life,  or  what  it  may  be  colledled  from  in 
their  youth.     For  this  reafon  they  make  dreaming  a 
kind  of  religious  ceremony  when  they  come  to  fuffi- 
cient  years,  which  is  thus  performed :  they  befmear 
their  face  all  over  with  black  paint,  and  faft  for  feve- 
ral  days,  in  which  time  they  expeft  the  good  genius, 
or  propitious  fpirit,  will  appear,  or  manifeft  himfelf 
to  him  in  fome  fhape  or  other  in  his  dreams.     The 
cfiedl  which  this  long  faft  muft  naturally  occafion  in  the 
brain  of  a  young  peribn,  muft  without  doubt  be  con- 
fidcrable  ;  and  the  parents,  and  other  old  people,  take 
care,  during  the  operation,  that  the  dreams  they  have 
in  the  night  be  faithfully  reported  next  morning.    Re- 
ligious  impoftors  are  not  lefs  frequent  among  the 
Indians  in  America,  than  among  the  Chriftians  of 
Europe ;  and  fome  of  them  are  very  fuccefsful  in 
pcrfuading  the  multitude  that  they  are  filled  with  a 
divine  enthufiafm,   and  a  kind  of  infpiration:    few* 
knowing  better  hew  to  aft  their  part  in  this  (acred 
juggle  than  they.     They  not  only  prcfcribe  laws  and 
rules,  and  perfuade  the  populace  to  believe  them ; 
but  undertake  to  unfold  the  myfteries  of  religion  and 
a  future  ftate,  to  folve  and  interpret  all  their  dreams 
and  vifions,  &c.     They  reprefent  the  other  world  as 
a  place  abounding  with  an  inexhauftible  plenty  of 
every  thing  dcfirable,  and  that  they  (hall  enjoy  the 
moft  full  and  exquifite  gratification  of  all  their  fenfes :  • 
and  hence  it  is,  no  doubt,   that  the  Indians  meet 
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death  with  fuch  indifference  and  compofure  of  mind  ^ 
no  Indian  being  in  the  lead  difmayed  at  the  news  that 
he  has  but  a  few  hours  or  minutes  to  live,  but  mth 
fpirit  and  confipofure  harangues  thofe  who  are  round 
him  :  and  thus  a  father  leaves  his  dying  advice  to  his 
children,  and  takes  a  formal  leave  of  all  his  friends. 

The  Indians  generally  bury  their  dead  with  great 
decency,  and  ereft  monuments  over  their  graves. 
They  depofit  in  th^ir  grave  fuch  things  as  the  dc- 
cealcd  had  made  the  greateft  ufe  of,  and  been  moft 
attached  to ;  as  pipes,  tobacco,  bows,  arrows,  &c. 
that  he  may  not  be  in  want  of  any  thing  when  he 
comes  to  the  other  country.  The  mothers  mourn  for 
their  children  a  long  time,  and  the  neighbours  make 
prcfents  to  the  bereaved  father,  v/hich  he  retaliates  by 
giving  them  a  feaft. 

The  Indian  feafts,  whether  at  a  funeral,  a  triumph, 
a  vifit,  or  whatever  the  occafibn  be,  are  very  fimple 
and  inartful.  The  favage  does  not  mortify  his  friend 
v.ith  a  fi)lcncrul  appearance,  but  makes  him  chearfui 
by  cliviciin<2;  his  riches  with  him  -,  and  values  not  fpend- 
inp;  ihc  fruits  of  a  whole  fcafon's  toil,  to  convince 
him  rluit  l\o  is  welcome :  nay,  thinks  himfclf  happy 
ill  haviiifr  fuch  an  opportunity  to  oblige  him. 

Irom  tliclr  rcv;.n!;cful  dirix)fitiGn,  the  Indians  are 
f  i!i!y  induced  at  any  time  to  make  v;ars,  and  feldom 
:•  iiik' to  cn«);a^7,c  when  folicitcd  by  their  allies:  very 
c^;  rcii  tiK-  moil  triliii^f;  pi-ovocations  roufe  them  to  arms^ 
;':id  prove  the  occalions  of  bloodflied  and  murder. 
I'heir  pet'y  private  quarrels  are  often  decided  this 
v..;v,  aiui  expeditions  of  this  kind  are  undertakers 
\\i[!u)uc  the  knowledge  or  confent  of  a  general  council, 
or  .\:\\  formal  ^leclaration  of  war.  Thefe  private  ex- 
eurfions  iir^-  v/inked  at,  excuicJ,  and  encouniged,  as 
a  means  of  keeping  thtrir  young  men  alert,  and  of  ac- 
quainting; them  with  the  difcii^line  and  excrcifes  of 
war.  And  indeed  thefe  ptrtty  wars  Teem  neceirary, 
lincc  their  laws  and  pen:iUics  are  infufiicient  to  re- 
llrain  them  within  ihc  bounds  of  reafon  and  common 
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juftice  ;  and  arc  a  pcx)r  fecunty  of  private  property  : 
buc  when  war  becomes  a  national  affair,  they  enter 
upon  it  with  great  deliberation  and  folemnity ;  and 
prolecute  it  with  the  utmofl:  fecrefy,  diligence  and  at- 
tention.    Their  method  of  declaring  war  is  very  fo- 
lemn  and  pompous,  attended  with  many  ceremonies 
of  terror.     In  the  firft  pi  ace,  they  call  an  aflembly  of 
the  Sachems  and  chief  warriors,  to  deliberate  upon 
the  afiair.     In  which  congrefs,  among  the  northern 
Indians  and  the  Five  Nations,  the  women  have  a 
voice  as  well  as  the  men.     When  they  are  aflemblcd, 
the  prcHdent  or  chief  Sachem  propofes  the  affair  they 
have  met  to  confult  upon  ;  and,  taking  up  the  hatchec 
which  lies  by  him  fays,    Who  among  you  will  go 
and  fight  againft  fucli  a  nation  ?  Who  among  you  will 
go  and  bring  captives  from  thence,  to  replace  our  de- 
ceafed  friends,  that  our  wrongs  may  be  avenged,  and 
our  name  and  honour  maintained  as  long  as  rivers 
flow,  grafs  grows,  or  the  fun  and  moon  endure  ?  He 
having  thus  faid,  one  of  the  principal  warriors  rifes, 
and  harangues  the  whole   aflfembly ;    and .  then  ad- 
dreffing  himfelf  to  the  young  men,   enquires,   who 
among  them  will  go  along  with  him  and  6ght  their 
enemies  ?  when  they  generally  arife,  one  after  another, 
and  fall  in  behind  him,    while  he  walks  round  the 
circle  or  parade,  till  he  is  joined  by  a  fufficient  num- 
ber.    Generally  at  fuch  a  congrefs  they  have  a  deer 
or  (bme  bead  roafted  whole  <,  and  each  of  them  cuts 
off  a  piece  and  cats,  faying.  This  way  will  I  devour 
our  enemies,   naming  the  nation  they  are  going  to 
attack.     All  that  chufe,  having  performed  this  cere- 
mony, and  thereby  folemnly  engaged  to  behave  with 
fidelity  and  as  a  good  warrior,  the  dance  begins,  and 
they  fing  the  war-fong  -,  the  matter  of  which  relates 
to  their  intended  expedition  and  conquefl; :    which  is 
cxprcfled  in  the  ftrongeft  and  mod  pathetic  manner, 
and  with  a  tone  of  terror.     So  great  is  the  eloquence 
or  influence  of  their  women  in  thcfe  confultations,  that 
the  final  refult  very  much  depends  upon  them.     If 
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any  one  of  thefe  nations,  in  conjunftion  with  tte 
chiefs,  has  a  mind  to  excite  one,  who  does  not  inir 
mediately  depend  upon  them,  to  take  part  in  the  war, 
cither  to  appeafe  the  manes  of  her  hufband,  fpn,  or 
near  relation,  or  to  take  prifoners,  to  lupply  the  place 
of  fuch  as  have  died  in  her  family,  or  are  in  captivity; 
fhe  prefents,  by  the  hands  of  Ibme  trufty  young  war- 
rior, a  firing  of  wampum  to  the  perfon  whole  help 
fhe  folicits  :  which  invitation  feldom  fails  of  its  de- 
fired  eficift.  And  when  they  folicit  the  alliance,  of- 
fcnfive  or  defcnfive,  of  a  whole  nation,  they  fend  an 
embafly  with  a  large  belt  of  wampum,  and  a  bloody 
hatchet,  inviting  them  to  come  and  drink  the  blood 
of  their  enemies. 

The  wampum  made  ufe  of  upon  thefe  and  other 
occafions,  before  their  acquainunce  with  Europeans, 
was  nothing  but  fmall  fhells,  which  they  picked  i|p 
by  the  fea-coafts  and  on  the  banks  of  the  lakes :  and 
now  it  is  made  with  a  kind  of  cylindrical  beads,  mide 
of  fhells  white  and  black,  which  are  efteemed  among 
them  as  (ilver  andr  gold  arc  among  us.  The  black 
they  call  the  moft  valuable,  and  both  together  aic 
their  grcateft  riches  and  ornaments  -,  thefe  among  then 
anfwering  all  the  ends  that  money  does  among  us. 
'J'hey  have  the  art  of  ftringing,  twilling,  and  inter- 
we  iving  thefe  into  their  belts,  collars,  blankets,  mo- 
gafons,  &c  in  ten  thoufand  difrcrent  fizes,  forms  and 
tigures,  fo  as  to  be  ornaments  for  every  part  of  drefs, 
and  exprellive  to  them  of  all  their  important  tranfac- 
tions.  They  dye  the  \/ampum  of  various  colours  and 
(hacks,  and  mix  and  diipofc  them  with  great  inge- 
nuity and  order,  and  fo  as  to  be  fjgnificanc  among 
tliemfelvcs  of  almod  any  thing  they  pleafc :  fo  that 
by  thefc  their  records  are  kept,  and  their  thoughrs 
communicated  to  one  another,  as  ours  are  by  w  ic- 
ing. The  belts  that  pafs  from  one  nation  to  anotiier, 
in  all  treaties,  declarati'jiis,  and  important  tranfac- 
tions  are  carefully  preicrveJ  in  ilie  palaces  or  cab- 
bii'iS  of  their  chiefs ;  and  fer\'e,  not  oiJv  as  a  kind  of 
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record  or  hiftory,  but  as  a  public  trcafure.  It  muft, 
however,  be  an  affair  of  national  importance  in  which 
they  ufe  collars  or  belts  :  it  being  looked  upon  as  a 
very  great  abufe  and  abfurdity  to  ufe  them  on  trifling 
occafions. 

Nor  is  the  calumet  or  pipe  of  peace  of  lefs  impor- 
tance, or  lefs  revered  among  them  in  many  tranf- 
aftions,  relative  both  to  peace  and  v/ar.     The  bowl 
of  this  pipe  is  made  of  a  kind  of  foft  red  ftone,  which 
is  eafily  wrought  and  hollowed  out ;  the  ftem  is  of 
cune,  elder,   or  fome  kind  of  light  wood,  painted 
with  different  colours,  and  decorated  with  the  heads, 
tails,  and  feathers  of  the  moft  beautiful  birds,  &c. 
The  ufe  of  the  calumet  is,  to  fmoak  cither  tobacco, 
or  fome  bark-leaf,  or  herb,  which  they  often  ufe  in- 
ftead  of  it,  whi-n  they  enter  into  an  alliance,  or  on 
any  ferious  occafion,  or  folemn  engagement :  and  this 
bong  among  them   the  mod  facred  oath  that  can 
be  taken,  the  violation  of  it  is  efteemed  moft  infa- 
mous,   and  deferving  of  fevere   punifliment    from 
heaven.    When  they  treat  of  war,  the  whole  pipe  and 
all  its  ornaments  are  red  ;  fometimes  it  is  red  only  on 
one  fide,  and  by  the  difpofition  of  the  feathers,  &c. 
one  acquainted  with  their  cuftoms  will  know,  at  firft 
^t,  what  the  nation  who  prefents  it  intends  or  de- 
fires.    Smoaking  the  calumet  is  alfo  a  religious  cere- 
nxmy  upon  fome  occafions,  and  in  all  treaties  is  con- 
fideied  as  a  witnefs  between  the  parties  •,  or  rather 
ji^nan  inftrument  by  which  they  invoke  the  fun  and 
•  moon  to  witnefs  their  fincerity,  and  to  be,  as  it  were, 
guarantees  of  the  treaty  between  them. 

The  fize  and  decorations  of  their  calumets  are  com- 
monly proportioned  to  the  quality  of  the  perfons  they 
«t  prefented  to,  and  the  efteem  or  regard  they  have 
for  them  •,  and  alfo  to  the  importance  of  the  occafion. 
Another  inftrument  of  great  ellecm  and  importance 
aT^ng  them  is  the  tomahawk.  This  is  an  ancient 
weapon  univcrfally  ufcd  by  them  in  war,  before  they 
■Crc  taught  the  ufe  of  iron  and  fteel  -,  fincc  which 
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hatchets  have  been  fubftituted  in  lieu  of  them.  But 
this  inftrument  ftill  retains  its  ufe  and  importance  in 
public  tranfaclions ;  and,  like  the  pipe,  is  often  very 
(ignificant.  This  weapon  is  formed  much  like  an 
hatchet,  having  a  long  ftem  or  handle  ;  the  head  is  a 
round  ball  or  knob  of  folid  wood,  well  enough  cal- 
culated to  knock  men's  brains  out,  which  on  the  other 
fide  of  the  ftem  terminates  in  a  point  where  the  edge 
would  be,  if  made  an  hatcher,  which  point  is  fet  a 
little  hooking  or  coming  towards  the  ftem;  and 
near  the  center,  where  the  ftem  or  handle  pierces 
the  head,  another  point  projcfts  forward  of  a  confide- 
rable  length,  which  fcrvcs  to  thruft  with  like  a  fpear, 
or  pike-pole. 

The  tomahawk  likewife  is  ornamcnred  with  feathen 
and  paintings,  difpofed  and  variegated  in  many  figni* 
ficant  forms,  according  to  the  occafion  and  end  for 
which  it  is  ufed ;  and  on  it  they  keep  journals  of  their 
marches,  and  moft  important  and  noted  occurrences, 
in  a  kind  of  hieroglyphics.  When  the  council  is  cal- 
led to  deliberate  on  war,  the  tomahawk  is  painted 
all  over  red,  and  when  the  council  fits  it  is  laid  down 
by  the  chief :  and  if  war  is  concluded  upon,  the  cap- 
tain of  the  young  warriors  takes  it  up,  and  with  it  in 
his  hands  dances  and  fings  the  war-fong,  as  before- 
mentioned.  When  the  council  is  over,  this  hatcher, 
or  fome  other  of  the  kind,  is  fent  by  the  hands  of 
fome  warrior  to  every  tribe  concerned,  and  with  it  he 
prefcnts  a  belt  of  wampum,  and  delivers  his  meflagr, 
throwing  the  hatchet  on  the  ground  ;  which  is  taken 
tip  by  one  of  their  moft  expert  warriors,  if  they  chtiTe 
to  join  :  if  not,  they  return  it,  and  with  a  belt  of  their 
wampum  fuitable  to  tlie  occafion. 

Ever)'  nation  or  tribe  have  their  diftinguifliing  en- 
figns  or  coats  of  arms  ;  whicli  is  generally  fome  beaft, 
bird,  or  fifli.  Thus  among  rhe  Five  Nations  are  the 
bear,  otter,  wolf,  tortoife  and  eagle;  and  by  thefc 
names  the  tribes  are  generally  diftinguiflicd  :  and  they 
have  tlie  ftiapes  of  thefc  animals  curioufly  pricked  and 
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psjntcd  on  feveral  parts  of  their  bodies.  When  they 
march  through  the  woods,  generally  at  every  eixr 
campmcnt  they  cut  the  figure  of  their  arms  with  other 
matters  on  trees,  efpecialiy  it  it  be  from  a  fuccefsful 
campaign  ;  that  travellers  that  way  may  know  they 
have  been  there,  and  the  number  of  fcalps  or  pri- 
ibners  they  have  taken.  , 

Their  military  drefs  has  fomething  in  it  very  ro- 
mantic and  terrible,  elpecially  the  cut  of  their  hair, 
and  the  paintings  and  decorations  they  make  ufe  of. 
They  cut  off,  or  pull  out  all  their  hair,  excepting  a 
fpot  about  the  fizc  of  two  Englifh  crowns  near  the 
top  of  their  heads :  their  beards  and  eye-brows  they 
totally  deftroy.  The  lock  left  upon  their  head  is  di- 
vided into  feveral  parcels ;  each  of  which  is  ftifFencd 
and  adorned  with  wampum,  beads,  and  feathers  of 
various  fhapes  and  hues :  and  the  whole  twitted,  turn- 
ed, and  connected  together,  till  it  takes  a  form  much 
refembling  the  modern  Pompadour  upon  the  crown  of 
their  heads.  Their  heads  are  painted  red  down  to 
the  eye-brows,  and  fprinkled  over  with  white  down. 
The  griftles  of  their  ears  arc  fplit  almoft  quite  round, 
and  then  diflended  with  wire  or  fplinters,  fo  as  to 
meet  and  tie  together  in  the  nape  of  their  necks : 
thefc  alio  are  hung  with  ornaments,  and  have  gene- 
rally the  figure  of  fome  bird  or  bead  drawn  upon 
them.  Their  nofes  are  likewife  bored,  and  hung  with 
trinkets  of  beads  -,  and  their  faces  painted  with  divers 
colours,  which  are  fo  difpofed  as  to  make  an  awful 
appearance.  Their  breafts  are  adorned  with  a  gorget, 
or  medal  of  brafs,  copper,  or  fome  other  metal ;  and  that 
horrid  weapon  the  fcalping-knife.  hangs  by  a  ftring 
which  goes  round  their  necks. 

Thus  attired,  and  equipped  with  the  other  armour 
they  make  ufe  of,  and  warlike  (lores,  they  march 
fonh,  finging  the  war-fong,  till  they  lofc  fight  of  the 
caftle  or  village  from  which  they  marched  ;  and  are 
generally  followed  by  their  women  for  fome  confidc- 
oble  fpace,  who  aflilt  them  in  carrying  their  baggage, 
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whether  by  land  or  water,  but  commonly  return  be- 
fore they  proceed  to  any  adlion. 

When  a  fmall  party  goes  out,  they  fcrldom  have 
more  than  one  commander  :  i.  e.  if  the  number  does 
not  exceed  ten,  which  is  one  of  their  companies ;  if 
there  be  twenty,  they  have  two  commanders ;  if  forty, 
four,  &c.  and  when  it  comes  to  an  hundred  or  up- 
ward, a  general  is  appointed  over  the  others,  not  pro- 
perly to  command,  but  to  give  his  opinion  and  ad- 
vice j  which  they  make  no  icruple  to  difregard,  if  it 
docs  not  happen  to  tally  with  their  own :  howevpr,  it 
is  very  rare  that  the  direftions  of  the  general  arc  difr 
regarded,  efpecially  if  countenanced  and  fupported 
by  the  advice  of  the  old  men  •,  which  feems  to  be  the 
higheft  authority  both  in  the  ftate  and  army  amongft 
them. 

The  generalilCmo,  or  commander  in  chief,  as  well 
civil  as  military,  among  all  the  Indians  to  the  north*- 
ward,  who  fpeak  the  Koundock  dialeft,  is  eledive ; 
which  elefbion  is  attended  with  many  ceremonies  of 
fmging  and  dancing  :  and  the  chief,  when  chofen, 
never  fails  making  a  panegyric  upon  the  perfon  p 
whom  he  fuccceds. 

The  Indians  have  no  ftated  rules  of  difcipline,  or 
fixed  methods  of  prol'ccuting  a  war :  they  make  their 
attacks  in  as  many  different  ways  as  there  are  occa- 
sions on  which  they  make  them  -,  but  generally  in  a 
very  fecret,  fkulking,  underhand  manner,  in  flying 
parties  that  are  equipped  for  the  purpofe,  with  a  thin 
light  drcfs,  generally  confiding  of  nothing  more  than 
a  fhirt,  (lockings,  and  mogaibns,  and  fomcQmes  al* 
mod  naked. 

The  weapons  ufed  by  thofc  who  have  commerce 
with  the  Rnglifh  and  French,  are  commonly  a  fire- 
lock, hatchet,  and  fcalping-knifc ;  the  others  ufe 
bows,  tomahawks,  pikes,  &cc. 

The  chiefs  feldom  fpeak  much  themfelves  at  gene- 
ral meetings,  or  in  public  aflemblies ;  counting  it  be- 
neath their  dignity  to  utter  their  own  fentiments  ujxjn 
•  thefe 
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chefe  occafions  in  an  audible  manner :  they  therefore 
incruft  them  with  a  perfoA  to  declare  for  them,  who 
IS  called  their  fpeaker  or  orator ;  there  being  one  of 
chis  profeflion  in  every  tribe  and  town :  and  their 
manner  of  fpeaking  is  generally  natural  and  eafy, 
their  words  ftrong  and  exprellive,  their  ftile  truly  la- 
conic, nothing  being  faid  but  what  is  to  the  purpofe, 
either  to  inform  the  judgment,  or  raiie  fuch  paflions 
as  the  fubje£t  naturally  excites. 

Thoie  who  profeis  oratory,  make  it  their  buiinefs 
to  be  thoroughly  acquainted  with  the  fubjedt  they  are 
to  fpeak  upon,  and  have  the  whole  matter  and  me- 
thod well  fixed  in  their  memories  beforehand,  that 
they  may  be  at  no  lofs  what  to  fay,  or  how  to  exprefs 
themfelves  :  and  though  they  hold  no  regular  parlia- 
ments, or  courts  of  juftice,  yet  they  have  frequent 
opportunities  to  difplay  their  talents  this  way  •,  they 
being  almoft  conft#nt]y  bufied  in  making  frefh,  or  re- 
newing former  treaties,  in  tenders  of  their  fervices, 
in  folicitations,  in  addrefles  on  the  birth,  deatli,  or 
advancement  of  fome  great  perfon,  &c. 

In  their  private  debates,  not  only  the  orators,  but 
every  perfon  is  heard  who  chufes  to  fpeak  in  it ;  and 
if  any  one  has  given  a  prefent  to  the  lachem  for 
his  vote  one  way  or  another,  he  is  generally  fure 
10  have  it :  which  renders  juftice  in  the  redrefs  of  pri- 
vate grievances  very  precarious.  This  however  is  not 
^tended  with  fuch  bad  confcquences  as  might  be 
imagined ;  for  their  private  contentions  are  few,  and 
are  generally  compromifed  by  the  interpofuion  of 
fiends. 

In  fhort,  the  great  and  fundamental  principles  of 
ihcir  policy  are,  that  every  man  is  naturally  free  and 
independent  •,  that  no  one  has  any  right  to  deprive 
him  of  his  freedom  and  independency  ;  and  that  no- 
thing can  be  a  compenfatlon  for  the  lofs  of  it. 

When  the  Indians  return  from  a  Hiccefsful  cam- 
paign, they  manage  their  march  fo  as  not  to  approach 
ithcir  village  till  toward  the  evening.     When  night 

comes 
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comes  on,  they  fend  two  or  three  forward  to  acauaioc 
their  chief,  and  the  whole  village,  with  the  moft  ma^ 
terial  circumftances  of  their  campaign.  At  day-light 
next  morning  they  cloathe  their  prifoners  with  new 
cloaths,  adorn  their  heads  with  feathers,  paint  their 
faces  with  various  colours,  and  put  into  their  hands 
a  white  ftafF  or  wand,  tofleled  round  with  the  tails  of 
deer.  When  this  is  done,  the  war-captain  or  com- 
mander in  this  expedition  fets  up  a  cry,  and  gives  as 
many  hoUoos  or  yells  as  he  has  taken  fcalps  and  pri« 
foners ;  and  the  whole  village  afTemble  at  the  water- 
fide,  if  there  be  one  near.  As  foon  as  the  warriors 
appear,  four  or  five  of  their  young  men,  well  cloath- 
cd,  get  into  a  canoe,  ;f  they  came  by  water,  or  other* 
wife  march  by  land :  the  two  firft  carry  each  a  calu- 
met, and  go  finging  to  fearch  the  prifoners,  whom 
they  lead  in  triumph  to  the  cabin  where  they  are  to 
receive  their  doom.  It  is  the  prei^c^tive  of  the  owner 
of  this  cabin  to  determine  their  fate,  though  very 
ofccn  it  is  left  to  fomc  woman,  who  has  loft  her  huf- 
biind,  brother,  or  fc.»n,  in  the  war  5  and,  when  this 
is  the  cafe,  flic  generally  adopts  him  in  the  place  of 
the  decciifcd,  and  faves  his  lite.  The  prifoner,  after 
having  be^n  prcfented,  has  viduals  immediately  given 
him  to  eat ;  and  while  he  is  at  this  repaft,  a  conful- 
tation  is  held  :  and  if  it  be  refolved  to  fave  the  pri- 
foner's  life,  two  young  men  untie  him  5  and,  taking 
him  by  the  hands,  lead  him  direftly  to  the  cabin  of 
the  perfon  into  whofe  family  he  is  to  be  adopted.  But 
if  the  fentcnce  be  death,  the  whole  village  fet  up  the 
death  hoUoo  or  cry,  and  the  execution  is  no  longer 
deferred  than  till  they  can  make  the  neceflary  prepa- 
rations for  it.  They  firft  ftrip  the  perfon  who  is  to 
fufller,  from  head  to  foot,  and,  fixing  two  pofts  in 
the  ground,  they  faften  to  them  two  pieces  crofllways, 
one  about  two  teet  from  the  ground,  and  the  other 
about  five  or  fix  feet  higher ;  they  then  oblige  the 
nhappy  viAim  to  mount  upon  the  lower  crofs-piece, 
>  which  they  tie  his  legs  a  little  afunder.    His  hands 

are 
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extended,  and  tied  to  the  angles  formed  by  the 
upper  crofs  piece  \  and  in  this  pofture  they  burn  him 
all  over  the  body,  fometimes  firft  daubing  him  with 
pitch.  The  whole  village,  men>  women,  and  chil- 
dren, afiemble  round  him,  and  every  one  has  a  right 
to  torture  him  in  what  manner  they  pleafe,  and  as  long 
2s  there  is  life  in  him.  If  nomifof  the  byftanders  are 
inclined  to  lengthen  out  his  torments,  he  is  not  long 
kept  in  pain ;  but  is  either  fliot  to  death  with  arrows, 
or  inclofed  with  dry  bark,  to  which  they  fet  fire  :  they 
then  leave  him  on  the  frame,  and  in  the  evening  run 
from  cabin  tocabin,  and  ftrike  their  furniture,  the  walls 
and  roofs  of  their  cabins,  with  fmall  twigs,  to  pre- 
vent his  fpirit  from  remaining  there  to  take  venge- 
ance for  the  evils  committed  on  his  body ;  the  re- 
mainder of  the  day,  and  the  night  following,  is  fpent 
in  rejoicingrs. 

The  above  is  their  moft  ufual  method  of  execut- 
ing prifbners :  but  fometimes  they  faften  them  to  a 
fmgle  flake,  and  build  a  fire  round  them ;  at  other 
times  they  gafh  and  cut  off  the  fingers,  toes,  &c.  of 
their  prifoncrs,  joint  by  joint ;  and  at  other  times  they 
fcald  them  to  death.  They  often  kill  their  prifoncrs 
on  the  foot  where  they  take  them,  or  in  their  way 
home,  when  they  have  any  fear  of  their  efcaping,  or 
when  they  find  it  inconvenient  to  carry  them  farther. 

But  if  they  have  been  unfuccefstul,  things  wear 
quite  a  different  face :  they  then  return,  and  enter 
the  village  without  ceremony  by  day,  with  grief  and 
melancholy  in  their  countenances,  keeping  a  pro- 
found filence :  or  if  they  have  fuftained  any  lofs, 
they  enter  in  the  evening,  giving  the  death-hoop,  and 
naming  thofe  they  have  loft,  either  by  ficknefs  or  by 
the  enemy.  The  village  being  affembled,  they  fit 
down  with  their  heads  covered,  and  all  .weep  toge- 
ther, without  fpeaking  a  fingle  word  for  fome  conii- 
derable  time.  When  this  filence  is  over,  they  begin 
10  lament  aloud  for  their  companions,  and  every  thing 
wears  the  face  of  mourning  among  them  for  fcvcral  days. 
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Such  in  general  are  the  manners  and  cuftoms  of 
the  Indians  called  the  Five  Nations,  which  in  the  main 
agree  to  thofe  of  all  the  Indians  with  whom  we  have 
any  connexions  or  commerce,  as  they  all  endeavour 
to  imitate  thefe.  But  all  the  tribes  have  ibme  things 
peculiar  to  themfelves.  Among  the  Hurons  (who 
are  called  fathers  by^Uie  Five  Nations,  and  who  are 
doubtlels  of  the  fame  nation)  the  dignity  of  chief  is 
hereditary,  and  the  fucceOion  is  in  the  female  line :  ib 
that,  on  the  death  of  the  chief,  it  is  not  his  fon,  but 
his  rider's  fon,  that  fucceeds  him,  and,  in  default  of 
him,  his  neareft  relation  in  the  female  line ;  and  in 
cafe  this  whole  line  Ihould  be  extindt,  the  mod;  noble 
matron  of  the  tribe  or  town  makes  choice  of  any  one 
ihe  pleafes  for  a  chief.  If  the  perfon  who  fucceeds  is 
not  arrived  to  years  fufficient  to  take  the  charge  of  the 
government,  a  regent  is  appointed,  who  has  the  whole 
authority,  but  a£b  in  the  name  of  the  minor. 

The  Delawares  and  Shawanees  are  remarked  for 
their  deceit  and  perfidy,  paying  little  or  no  regard  to 
their  word  and  moft  folemn  engagements. 

The  Tweeghtwees  and  Yeahtanees  are  remarkably 
mild  and  fcdate,  and  ieem  to  have  fiibdued  their  paf- 
fions  beyond  any  other  Indians  on  the  continent. 
They  have  always  been  fteady  friends  to  the  Englifh, 
and  are  fond  of  having  them  in  their  country  ;  they 
might  no  doubt  be  made  very  ufeful  fubjedls,  were 
proper  Heps  taken  to  civilize  them. 

The  Cherokees,  Creeks,  and  Chi6laws,  are  go^ 
verned  by  feveral  fachems  or  chiefs  (fomething  like 
the  United  Provinces  or  States  of  Holland)  which  arc 
cledlcd  by  their  different  tribes  or  villages.  The 
Chickefaws  have  a  king,  and  a  council  for  his  afTid- 
ance,  and  are  efteemed  a  brave  people  j  they  are  ge- 
nerally at  war  with  all  the  other  Indians  call  of  the 
Miffiffippi. 

It  is  luppofed  that  the  Chickefaws  came  from  South 
America,  and  introduced  hories  into  the  North. 
The  Creeks  and  Chidlaws  punifli  their  women  when 

they 


OF  NORTH  AMERICA.         173 

ihey  prove  difloyal  to  their  hufbands,  by  cutting  off 
their  hair,  which  they  will  not  fufier  to  grow  again 
till  the  com  is  ripe  the  next  feafon.  The  Chickefaws, 
their  neighbours,  are  not  at  all  troubled  with  a  ipirit 
of  jealoufy,  and  fay  it  demeans  a  flian  to  fu^eft  a 
woman's  chaftity.  They  are  tall,  well-fhaped,  and 
handfome-feacured,  efpecialiy  their  women,  far  ex- 
ceeding in  beauty  any  other  nation  to  the  fouthward  : 
but  even  thcfe  are  exceeded  by  the  Huron  women 
upon  Lake  Erie,  who  are  allowed  to  be  the  h€fi 
fliaped  and  moft  beautiful  favages  on  the  continent, 
and  are  univcrfally  efteelned  by  the  other  nations. 
They  drefs  much  neater  than  any  others,  and  cu- 
rioufly  adorn  their  heads,  necks,  wrifts,  &c.  not- 
withftanding  which  you  will  feldom  find  a  jealous 
huiband,  either  among  the  Hurons  or  the  Five  Na- 
tion Indians. 

The  men  of  the  Ottawa  was,  or  Souties,  are  lufty^ 
fquare,  and  firaight  limbed.  The  women  ihort, 
thick,  and  but  very  indifferent  for  beauty,  yet  their 
hufbands  are  very  prone  to  be  jealous  of  them ;  and 
whenever  this  whim  comes  in  their  beads,  they  cut 
oflf  the  tip  of  the  fufpefted  wife's  nofc,  tiiat  fhe  may 
for  ever  after  be  diftinguiflied  by  a  mark  of  infamy. 

The  Indians  on  the  lakes  are  generally  at  peace 
with  one  another,  having  a  wide  extended  and  fruit* 
ful  country  in  their,  pofleflion.  They  are  formed  in- 
to a  fort  of  empire,  and  the  emperor  is  eledted  from 
the  eldeft  tribe,  which  is  the  Ottawawas,  fomc  of 
whom  inhabit  near  our  fort  at  Detroit,  but  are  moftly 
farther  weftward  toward  the  Mifllfippi.  Ponreack  is 
their  prefent  king  or  emperor,  who  has  certainly  the 
largeft  empire  and  greateft  authority  of  any  Indian 
chief  that  has  appeared  on  the  continent  fince  our  ac- 
quaintance with  it.  He  puts  on  an  air  of  majefty  and 
princely  grandeur,  and  is  greatly  honoured  and  re- 
vered by  his  fubjefts.  He  not  long  fince  formed  a 
defign  of  uniting  all  the  Indian  nations  together  un- 
der hb  authority,  but  mifcarried  in  the  attempt. 

Ma'^or 


174        A  CONCISE  ACCOUNT 

Major  Rogers  informs  US5  that  in  the  year  i  jSoi 
when  he  commanded  and  marched  the  firft  detach- 
ment into  this  country  that  was  ever  fent  there  by  the 
Englifh,  he  was  met  on  the  way  by  an  embafly  fpwn 
Ponteack  -,  the  purport  of  which  was,  to  let  the  Majcx* 
know,  that  Ponteack  was  at  a  fmall  diftance,  coming 
peaceably,  and  that  he  defired  him  to  halt  his  detach^ 
ment  till  fuch  time  as  he  could  fee  him  with  his  own 
eyes.  His  ambaffadors  had  alfo  orders  to  inform  the 
Major  that  he  was  Ponteack,  the  king  and  lord  of  the 
country  he  was  then  in. 

At  firft  falutation  when  they  met,  Ponteack  de- 
manded of  Major  Rogers  what  brought  him  into  hb 
country,  and  how  he  dared  to  enter  it  without  his 
leave  ?  The  Major  informed  him  that  it  was  not  with 
any  defign  againft  the  Indians  that  he  came,  but  to 
remove  the  French  out  of  his  country,  who  had  beeil 
an  obftacle  in  our  way  to  mutual  peace  and  com- 
merce ;  and  acquainted  him  with  his  inftruAions  for 
that  purpofe.  He  at  the  fame  time  delivered  to  his 
majefty  feveral  friendly  meflages,  or  belts  of  wam- 
pum, which  he  received ;  but  gave  him  no  other 
anfwer,  than  that  he  flood  in  the  path  the  Major  tra- 
velled in  till  next  morning ;  giving  him  a  fmall  ftring 
of  wampum,  as  much  as  to  fay,  he  muft  not  march 
further  without  his  leave.  When  Ponteack  departed 
for  the  night,  he  enquired  whether  Major  Rogers 
wanted  any  thing  that  his  country  afforded,  and  he 
would  fend  his  warriors  to  fetch  it  ?  The  Major 
afliired  him  that  any  provifions  brought  ihould  be 
paid  for  -,  and  tlie  next  day  they  were  fupplied  with 
Icveral  bags  of  parched  corn,  and  feme  other  necef- 
faries.  At  their  fccond  meeting  he  gave  the  Major 
the  pipe  of  peace,  and  both  by  turns  fmoaked  with 
it ;  afluring  him  that  he  had  made  peace  with  him 
and  his  detachment;  that  he  might  pafs  through  his 
country  unmolefted,  and  that  he  would  protect  him 
from  any  infults  that  might  be  offered  or  intended  by 
the  Indians :  as  an  earntft  of  hi3  fricndihip,  he  fent 

100 
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soo  warriors  to  proteft  the  Major,  and  allift  in  driving 
100  fat  cattle,  which  he  had  brought  for  the  ufe  of 
the  detachment  from  Pittfburg,  by  the  way  of 
Prefque  Ifle.  His  majefty  likewife  lent  to  the  ieveral 
Indian  towns  on  the  fouth-fide  and  weft-end  of  Lake 
Erie,  to  inform  them  that  Major  Rogers  had  his  con- 
fent  to  come  into  the  country.  He  attended  the  Ma* 
jor  conftantly  after  this  interview  while  he  remained 
in  the  country,  and  was  the  means  of  preferving  the 
detachment  from  the  fury  of  the  Indians,  who  had 
aflembled  at  the  mouth  of  the  ftrait  with  an  intent  ta 
cut  them  off. 

Major  Rogers  had  feveral  conferences  with  Pon- 
teack  in  which  he  difcovered  great  ftrength  of  judg- 
ment, and  a  third  after  knowledge.     He  endeavoured 
to  inform  himfelf  of  our  military  order  and  difcipline. 
He  often  intimated,  that  he  could  be  content  to  reign 
in  his  country  in  fubordination  to  the  king  of  Great 
Britain,  and  was  willing  to  pay  him  fuch  annual  ac- 
knowledgment as  he  was  able  in  furs,  and  to  call  him 
his  uncle.     He  was  curious  to  know  the  Englifh  me- 
thods of  manufafturing  cloth,  iron,  &c.  and  exprefled 
a  great  defire  to  fee  England ;    and  offered  Major 
Rogers  a  part  of  his  country  if  he  would  conduft  him 
there.     He  aftured  the  Major  that  he  was  inclined  to 
live  peaceably  with  the  Englifli,  and  to  encourage 
their  feeding  in  his  country,  while  they  ufed  him  as  he 
deferved ;  but  intimated,  that,  if  they  treated  him 
with  negleft,  he  (hould  (hut  up  the  way,  and  exclude 
them  from  it :  in  fhort,  his  whole  converfation  fuffi- 
dently  indicated  that  he  was  far  from  confidering 
himfelf  as  a  conquered  prince,  and  that  he  expected 
to  be  treated  with  the  refpedt  and  honour  due  to  a 
monarch  by  all  who  came  into  his  country,  or  treated 
widi  him. 

In  1763,  this  Indian  had  the  art  and  addrefs  to  en- 
gage a  number  of  tribes  into  a  confederacy,  with  a 
dcfign  firft  to  reduce  the  Englifli  forts  upon  the  lakes, 
«Hi  then  make  a  peace  to  his  mind  •,  by  which  he  in- 
7  r.^v\diK.vi 
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tended  to  ellabli(h  hhnielf  m  his  imperial  authority  s 
and  fo  wifely  were  his  meafures  taken,  that,  in  fifteen 
days  time,  he  reduced  or  took  ten  of  our  garriicHiSy 
which  were  all  we  had  in  this  country,  except  Dc* 
troit ;  and  had  he  carried  this  garrifon  alfo,  nothing 
was  in  the  way  to  compleat  his  fcheme.  Some  of  the 
Indians  left  him,  and  by  his  confent  made  a  feparate 
peace ;  but  he  would  not  be  adtive  or  perfonally  con* 
cemed  in  it,  faying,  that  when  he  made  a  peace,  it 
(hould  be  fuch  an  orle  as  would  be  ufeful  and  honourr 
able  to  himfcif,  and  to  the  king  of  Great  Britain  :  but 
he  has  not  as  yet  propofed  his  terms. 

In  1763,  when  Major  Rogers  went  to  throw  pfovi- 
fions  into  the  garrifon  at  Detroit,  he  fent  this  Indian 
a  bottle  of  brandy  by  a  Frenchman.  His  counfellors 
advifcd  him  not  to  tnfte  it,  infmuating  that  it  was 
poifoned,  and  fcnt  with  a  defign  to  kill  him:  but 
Ponteack,  witli  a  noblenefs  of  mind,  laughed  at  their 
fufpicions,  faying  it  was  not  in  the  Major's  power  to 
kill  him,  who  had  fo  lately  faved  the  Major's  life. 

In  the  late  war  of  his,  he  appointed  a  commiflary, 
.nnd  began  to  make  money,  or  bills  of  credit,  which  he 
hath  fince  punftually  redeemed.  His  money  was  the 
tigiire  of  wh;it  he  wanted  in  exchange  for  it,  drawn 
upon  bark,  and  the  fliape  of  an  otter  (his  arms)  drawn 
under  it.  Were  proper  meafures  taken,  this  Indian 
might  be  rendered  very  ferviceable  to  the  Britilh 
iraclc  and  Jcctlements  in  this  country,  more  extenfively 
fo  than  any  one  that  hath  ever  been  in  alliance  with 
us  on  the  continent. 

The  language  of  almoft  all  the  Indians  to  the 
nDrtlnvarJ,  is  undoubtedly  derived  either  from  that 
of  the  Five  Nations  or  the  Ottawawas-,  and  any  one 
who  is  miilter  of  thefe  two  tongues,  may  make  him- 
fe!f  thoroughly  undcrftood  by  upwards  of  100  tribes 
of  Indi.^nii;  for  though  each  tribe  has  fome  peculiari- 
ties in  their  language,  no  great  difficulty  arifes  there- 
ticm  ill  convcrfation. 

The 
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The  Mohock  dialcft  IS  the  moft  copious,  pathetic, 
knd  noble.  Their  lips  fcarcely  move  through  a  whole 
focech.  Their  language,  it  is  true,  is  in  many  re- 
fcefts  very  deficient,  as  they  have  few  words  expref- 
live  of  our  abftrafted  ideas ;  for  before  their  acquain- 
tance with  us  they  talked  about  few  things  thac  were 
not  prefent  and  fenfible. 

It  is  very  difagreeable  travelling  with  them,  on  ac- 
count of  their  being  enemies  to  converfation ;  for 
they  not  only  never  Ipeak  themfelves  but  when  nc- 
ceflity  obliges  them,  but  are  difplcafed  with  their  com- 
pany if  they  talk  or  converfe  upon  a  march  by  land,  or 
a  voyage  by  water.  Among  the  Chickcfaws,  Creeks, 
Cherokees,  and  others  to  the  fouthward,  you  will  find 
ft  conjuror  in  almoft  every  village,  who  pretends  to 
great  things,  both  in  politics  and  phyfic.  The  con- 
juror, to  prepare  himfclf  for  thefe  exploits,  takes  a 
found  fweat  in  a  ftove,  and  directly  after  it  plunges 
into  a  river  or  lake,  be  it  ever  fo  cold.  But  the  prin- 
cipal employment  of  thefe  artifts,  is  the  practice  of 
phyfic  and  furgery.  The  Indians  have  few  diftempers 
among  them,  in  comparifon  of  what  we  have :  and 
they  certainly  have  remedies  that  feldom  fail  in 
many  diforders  of  their  defined  efiedt ;  particularly  in 
the  palfy,  dropfy,  and  the  venereal  diforder.  They 
frjrqucntly  make  ufe  of  cupping  and  phlebotomy ; 
but  their  moft  univerfal  remedy  is  fweating,  and  the 
cold  bath  immediately  after  it.  They  very  often  take 
a  fwcat  by  way  of  refrelhment,  to  compofe  their 
minds,  and  to  enable  them  to  fpeak  with  greater 
fluency  in  public.  Whether  the  patient  lives  or  dies, 
the  worthy  doftor  is  fure  to  fave  his  credit ;  for  when 
he  fees  all  hope  of  recovery  paft,  he  never  fails  to 
prcfcribe  fomething  that  cannot  be  procured  or  per- 
tormed,  pretending  it  to  be  indifpenfibly  neceflary,  and 
in  the  prefent  cafe  infallible. 

The  favages  who  inhabit,  or  rather  wander  upon 
the  coafts  of  Labrador,  about  the  gulf  of  St.  Law- 
rence, and  the  ftraits  of  BelleiQe,  bear  very  little  re- 
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femblance  to  any  of  the  other  Indians  in  America.' 
They  wander  in  large  parties,  are  great  cowards; 
their  horrid  appearance  is  the  chief  thing  to  be;  feared . 
from  them :  they  muffle  themfelves  up  in  fuch  man- 
ner as  almofl:  conceals  their  faces,  their  fhirts  termi- 
nating in  a  kind  of  hood  about  their  head,  and  at  top 
comes  out  a  tuft  of  hair  that  hangs  over  their  fore- 
heads ;  their  coat  hangs  behind  as  low  as  their  thighs, 
and  terminates  before  in  a  point  a  little  below  mcir 
girdle ;  from  their  girdle  hangs  a  border  of  trinket^ 
(hells,  bones,  &c.  Their  chief  cloathing  are  ikins 
and  furs,  which  they  put  on  one  over  another,  to  t 
great  number ;  notwithftanding  which  heavy  drcfi 
they  appear  to  be  fupple  and  aftive.  They  are  go- 
verned by  the  old  men  of  each  tribe,  who  form  a  kind 
of  fenatc.  Our  acquaintance  with  the  Siaux,  Nippif- 
Ibngs,  and  other  northern  Indians,  is  yet  but  very 
flender;  but,  by  the  accounts  we  have,  they  are  idle, 
favage,  cruel,  and  beallly,  beyond  any  other  nations 
on  the  continent. 

The  bark-canoes,  ufed  by  the  Indians,  feem  {or 
their  curious  workmanfliip  to  deferve  particular  no- 
tice. They  arc  made  of  two  kinds  of  bark,  viz.  elm 
and  bircli.  Thofe  made  of  elm  are  generally  (horter 
than  the  others,  and  not  fo  neatly  conftrufted.  The 
birch-canoes  arc  ufed  by  the  Englifh  as  well  as  the 
Indians  upon  the  inland  lakes  and  rivers  :  they  diftend 
the  bark,  which  is  very  thick,  upon  a  frame  of  cedar 
or  pine ;  between  the  bark  and  the  frame  they  put 
Irnall  iplinters,  which  help  to  ftifFen  and  ftrcngthen 
the  eaiioe.  The  two  ends  rife  gradually,  and  termi- 
nate in  fiiarp  points  exac5lly  alike.  He  that  fits  be- 
hind fteers,  and  he  that  is  forward  looks  out  t.)  pre- 
vent their  running  foul  cf  any  thing  that  might  da- 
mage the  velTel.  They  fit  flat  on  the  bottom,  or 
kneel  upon  it :  their  paddles  arc  ^ve  or  fix  feet  in 
length,  and  are  in  general  made  of  mapc.  When 
they  go  againft  a  current,  tlv-y  ule  fctting  poles  j  but 
in  doing  this  great  care  mull  be  taken  to  prclcrvc  ?»n 
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equilibrium ;  the  canoes  being  very  light,  are  eafiiy 
ovcrfct. 

The  bark  ribs  and  bars  are  fewed  together  widi 
ipruce  or  pine  roots,  iplit  to  a  fuitable  fize,  which  are 
more  pliant,  and  do  not  dry  fo  quick  as  the  elm- 
bark.  AH  the  Teams  are  befmeared  with  gum,  inHde 
and  out,  and  every  day  they  examine  them.  A  large 
canoe  will  carry  twelve  men,  and  fomc  of  them  more. 
Among  all  the  favages  the  Ottawawas  are  the  bed 
builders. 

The  Indians,  in  the  months  of  February  and 
March,  extradt  the  juice  from  the  maple-tree,  which 
is  wholefome  and  delicious  to  the  palate.  The  way 
they  extraft  it  is  by  cutting  a  notch  in  the  body  of 
the  tree,  and,  by  means  of  a  piece  of  wood  or  quill, 
convey  the  juice  from  the  tree  to  a  veflcl  placed  to  re- 
ceive it.  The  liquor  is  as  clear  as  fpring-water,  and 
is  very  refrefhing.  It  is  accounted  a  very  good  pec- 
toral, and  was  never  known  to  hurt  any  one,  though 
he  drank  ever  fo  freely  of  it.  This  liquor  will  not 
freeze,  but,  when  kept  any  time,  becomes  excellent 
vinegar.  The  Indians,  by  boiling  it,  make  from  it 
a  kind  of  fugar,  which  has  a  tafte  very  much  like  ho- 
ney, but  is  milder :  A  manufaftory  of  this  kind  of 
fugar  is  begun  in  the  province  of  New  York,  near 
South  Bay,  which  is  faid  to  anfwer  very  well ;  and 
produces  confiderable  quantities  of  powder  and  loaf- 
fugar. 

Major  Rogers  next  proceeds  to  give  an  account  of 
fotneof  the  animals  in  North  America-,  among  which 
the  Beaver  is  deferving  of  the  firft  notice.  This  ani- 
mal was  not  unknown  in  Europe  before  the  difcovery- 
of  America.  It  is  an  amphibious  quadruped,  that 
continues  not  long  at  a  time  in  the  water,  but  ye: 
cannot  live  without  frequently  bathing  in  it.  A  large 
beaver  will  weigh  60  or  70  lb.  Their  colour  is  dif- 
fcrenr,  according  to  the  country  they  are  taken  in. 
To  the  northward  they  are  quite  black,  and  to  the 
fouthward  they  arc  almoft  white  •,  and  in  the  country 
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of  the  Illinois  they  are  almoil  the  colour  of  the  dcei:; 
but  it  is  obfcrved,  that  the  lighter  their  colour,  the 
lefs  valuable  is  their  fur. 

The  beaver  lives  to  a  great  age  :  the  females  gene- 
rally bring  forth  four  young  ones  at  a  time.  Its  jaws 
are  furniihed  with  two  cutters  and  eight  grinders. 
The  upper  jaw  projefts  over  the  lower  one;  the  head 
ihaped  like  the  head  of  a  rat,  and  is  fmall  in  propor- 
tion to  the  body  *,  its  fnout  long  y  its  eyes  are  fmall 
and  fhort,  and  round  and  fhaggy  on  the  outfide,  but 
have  no  hair  within.  Its  fore-teet  are  not  more  than 
five  or  fix  inches  long,  the  nails  indented,  and  hollow 
like  a  quill  ^  the  hind-feet  are  fiat,  and  webbed  be- 
tween the  toes  like  thofe  of  a  duck.  They  walk  very 
fiow,  but  fwim  fad  -,  the  tail  is  (haped  like  the  blade 
of  a  paddle,  four  inches  broad  where  it  joins  the 
body,  five  or  fix  in  the  middle,  and  three  at  the  cx- 
iremicy  •,  about  an  inch  thick,  and  a  foot  long  :  and 
there  is  no  Hcfli,  fowl,  or  fifli,  tliat  is  more  agreeable 
ro  the  palate  and  the  ilomach  than  this  part  of  the 
beaver.  It  is  covcr-lI  with  a  fcalcy  fkin,  the  fcalcs 
being  near  a  quarccr  of  an  inch  long,  and  fold  over 
each  otht-r  like  rhofc  of  a  fifli. 

The  muflc  bags  or  cafl:or  taken  from  thefe  animals 
is  of  great  ulc  among  druggifts,  but  it  is  faid  aie 
not  To  good  in  America  as  in  Ruflla.  The  Indians  ufc 
them  in  many  diforders.  They  drefs  themfelves  in 
mani!c:i  made  of  their  Ikins,  which  after  they  have 
worn  ior  Ionic  time  grow  more  valuable,  for  the  long 
hair  drops  off,  and  the  fur  remains  more  fit  for  the 
l)ar-makcrs  ufe  than  when  raw  or  frcfli  taken. 

The  indufl:ry,  forefight,  and  good  management 
amonjT  thcfe  animals  is  very  furprifing,  and  fcarceiy 
credible  to  thofe  w!:o  never  faw  them.  When  they 
make  a  fettlement,  three,  four,  or  more,  aficmble 
together,  and  firll  agree  ii;}on  a  place  where  they  may 
have  provifions  (which  is  the  baric  of  trees,  lilly-roots, 
or  grals)  and  every  thing  neccHaiy  for  ereding  their 
edifices,  which  niuit  be  furrounded  with  water;  and 
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if  there  is  neither  lake  nor  pond  convenient,  they 
make  one  by  (topping  the  courfe  of  fome  river  or 
brook  with  a  da.n.     For  this  end,  they  cut  down 
trees  above  the  place  they  are  refolved  to  build  at ; 
and  they  always  take  their  mealures  fo  well,  as  to 
make  the  tree  foil  toward  the  water,  that  they  may 
have  the  lefs  diilance  to  roll  it  when  cut  to  pieces. 
This  done,  they  float  them  down  to  the  place  ap- 
pointed, and  thefe  pieces  they  cut  as  the  cafe  requires. 
Sometimes  they  ule  the  trunks  of  large  trees,  which 
they  lay  flat  in  the  water;    at  others,  they  faften 
ftakes  in  the  bottom  of  the  channel,  and  then  inter- 
weave fmall  branches,  and  fill  up  the  vacancies  with 
clay,  mud  and  mofs,  in  fuch  manner  as  renders  it 
very  tight  and  fecure.      The  conftruftion   of  their- 
houfes  is  no  lefs  artful  and  ingenious  -,  they  are  gene- 
rally built  upon  piles  in  their  ponds,  at  fome  diftance 
from   the  (hore,  but  fometimcs  upon  the  banks  of 
rivers ;  their  form  is  round,  with  a  flat  roof;    the 
walls  two  feet  or  more  thick,  and  built  of  the  fame 
materials  as  their  dams.     Every  parr  is  fo  well  finifh- 
cd  that  no  air  can  poflibly  enter ;  about  two-thirds  of 
the  edifice  is  raifed  above  the  water,  and  in  this  they 
lodge,  having  the  floor  ftrcwed  v/ith  fplinters,  &c.  to 
render  the  lodging  comfortable,  and  they  are  very 
careful  to  keep  it  clean.     They  have  generally  three 
or  four  diflrerent  avenues  to  each  houle,  but  all  their 
doors  are  under  water.     As  faft  as  they  peel  ofi^  the 
•bark  from  the  billets  of  wood  laid  up  for  their  fubfift- 
cnce,  they  convey  them  to  their  dam  to  ftrengthen , 
that,  or  elfe  pile  them  on  the  tops  of  their  houfes,  and 
feften  them  there  with  mud.     They  lodge  fcveral  in 
a  houfe  together. 

Thefe  animals  are  never  found  unprovided,  by  a 
fadden  and  unexpedled  approach  of  winter ;  all  tlieir 
bufincfs  is  compleated  by  the  end  of  September,  and 
tfcir  fl:ores  laid  in.  They  lay  up  their  proviiions  in 
piks  near  their  houfes  in  fuch  a  manner  that  ic  keeps 
Wider  the  water  fit  for  their  ufe,  the  but-ends  being 
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faftened  in  the  mud  or  clay  at  the  bottom,  ib  that  the 
current  cannot  carry  it  away.  When  the  fnows  mck 
and  raife  the  ftream,  they  leave  their  houfes  till  the 
feafpn  returns  for  repairing  them,  or  for  building  new 
ones,  which  is  the  month  of  July  -,  when  they  rc- 
affemble,  or  elfe  form  new  aflbciations. 

The  Ground-Beaver,  as  they  are  called,  conduft 
their  affairs  in  a  different  manner ;  all  the  care  they 
take  is,  to  make  a  kind  of  covered  way  to  the  water. 
They  arc  eafily  known  from  the  others  by  their  hair, 
which  is  much  (horccr.  They  arc  always  very  poor, 
the  natural  confequence  of  their  idlenefs.  The  Indians 
never  hunt  thefe  but  out  of  meie  neceflity. 

The  manner  of  hunting  beaver  is  very  fimple  and 
cafy,  for  this  anicnal  has  not  ihength  enough  to  de- 
fend itfelf.  The  Indians  hunt  tlicm  from  November 
to  April,  in  which  feafon  their  fur  is  the  beft.  They 
either  decoy  them  into  traps,  or  flioot  them  -,  but  the 
latter  is  very  difficult,  by  reafon  of  the  quicknefs  rf 
their  fight  and  motion  ;  and  fhould  they  happen  to 
wound  them  mortally  in  the  water,  it  is  chance  if 
they  ever  get  them  out. 

They  lay  their  traps  in  the  paths  frequented  by  the 
beaver,  and  bait  them  with  frelh  cut  poplar  boughs, 
of  which  they  are  very  fond.  Sometimes  the  Indians 
open  the  ice  near  the  beaver-houfes,  at  which  open- 
ing one  flands,  while  another  difturbs  the  houfe  ;  the 
beaver  hafl:ens  upon  this  to  make  his  efcape  at  the 
opening,  and  feldom  fails  of  having  his  brains  beatouti 
the  moment  he  raifes  his  head  above  water. 

The  beaver  Vhich  frequent  the  lakes,  befidc  their 
houfes  in  the  water,  have  a  kind  of  country-houfc, 
two  or  three  hundred  yards  from  it,  and  the  Indians 
here  hunt  them  from  one  to  .the  other.  When  thefe 
animals  difcovcr  an  enemy  of  any  kind,  they  haftcn 
into  the  water,  and  give  warning  to  their  companions, 
by  flapping  the  water  with  their  tails,  which  may  be 
heard  at  a  confidcrable  diitance. 

The 
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The  Mu(k-Rat  rcfembles  the  beaver  in  every  part, 
except  its  tail,  which  is  round  like  a  rat's.  One  of 
thefe  animals  weighs  about  five  or  fix  pounds  -,  during 
thcftimmerfeafon  the  male  and  female  keep  together, 
but  feparate  at  the  approach  of  winter,  ana  each  feek 
a  Ihelter  in  fome  hollow  tree,  without  laying  up  any 
pro  vi  God. 

Scarce  any  thing  among  the  Indians  is  undertaken 

with  greater  folemnity  than  hunting  the  bear ;  and 

an  alliance  with  a  noted  bear-hunter,  who  has  killed 

fcveral  in  one  day,  is  more  eagerly  fought  after,  than 

that  of  one  who  has  rendered  himfelf  famous  in  war : 

the  reafon  is,  becaufe  the  chace  fupplies  the  family 

with  both  food  and  raiment.     So  expert  are  fome  of 

the  Indians  at  paffing  through  the  woods  and  chickets, 

that  they  have  run  down  the  bears  in  autumn  when 

they  are  fat,  and  then  drove  them  with  fwitches  to 

their  towns. 

The  bears  lodge,  during  the  winter,  either  in  hol- 
low trees,  or  caves ;  they  lay  up  no  provifion,  and 
have  no  nourifhment  during  this  ieaion,  but  what 
they  fuck  from  their  own  claws ;  yet  they  retain  both 
their  ftrength  and  fat  without  any  fcnfible  diminution. 

The  bear  is  not  naturally  fierce,  unlefs  when 
wounded,  or  oppreffed  with  hunger.  They  run  them- 
fclves  very  poor  in  the  month  of  July,  and  it  is  then 
ibmewhat  dangerous  to  meet  them. 

The  elk  is  near  as  large  as  a  horfe,  but  refemblcs 
the  deer,  and,  like  it,  annually  renews  its  horns.  Tlie 
Indians  have  a  great  veneration  for  this  animal,  and 
imagine  that  to  dream  of  it  portends  good  fortune 
and  long  life. 

The  elk  delights  in  cold  countries,  feeding  upon 
grafs  in  fummer,  and  mofs  buds,  &c.  in  winter,  when 
they  herd  together.  It  is  dangerous  to  approach  very 
near  this  animal  when  he  is  hunted,  as  he  fomctimcs 
fprings  furioufly  on  his  purfucrs,  and  tramples  them 
to  pieces.  To  prevent  this,  the  hunter  throws  his 
deaths  to  him,  and  while  the  deluded  animal  fpends 
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his  fury  on  thefe,  he  takes  proper  meafures  to  difi 
patch  him. 

The  Catamounts  ^n4  wild-pats  are  great  cpemies  to 
the  elk,  ^d  often  make  a  prey  of  him.  He  has  qo 
other  way  to  difengage  himfelf  from  thefe,  but  by 
plunging  into  the  water. 

On  the  fouth  and  weft  parts  of  the  great  lakes,  and 
on  both  fides  of  the  Miflfiflippi,  the  molt  noted  hunt  is 
that  of  the  buffalo. 

The  hunters  encompafs  as  large  a  traft  as  they  can, 
where  they  fuppofe  the  buflfaloes  are,  and  begin  by 
fetting  Hre  to  the  grafs  and  leaves,  and  fo  as  (he  fire 
advances  towards  the  centre,  they  clofe  up  nearer  and 
nearer,  by  which  mpans  thpy  generally  (laughter  all 
that  happen  to  be  thus  inclofec).  The  bupalo  is  a 
l^rge  heavy  animal,  has  fhort,  thick,  crooked,  black 
horns,  and  a  large  beard  hanging  from  his  muzzle  an4 
head,  a  part  of  which  falls  down  by  his  eyes,  and 
gives  him  a  difjigreeable  appearance:  the  back  if 
rounding,  covered  with  hair ;  on  the  other  parts  of 
the  body  is  a  kind  of  wool.  Thofe  to  the  northward 
about  Hudfon*s  bay  have  the  bell  wool  upon  them, 
and  in  the  greateft  abundance. 

There  are  in  this  country  fome  panthers,  whicli 
prey  upon  almoft  every  living  thing  that  comes  in 
their  way.  Their  flefh  is  white  like  veal,  and  agree- 
able to  the  palate,  and  their  fur  is  valuable. 

Here  are  likewife  foxes  of  various  colours,  black, 
grey,  red,  and  whitp,  who  by  their  craft  and  cunning 
make  great  havock  among  the  water-fowl. 

The  fkunck  or  pole-cat  is  very  common,  and  is 
called  b^  the  Indians  the  (linking  bead,  on  account 
of  its  emitting  a  difagreeable  favour  to  a  confiderablc 
diftance  when  purfued  or  difturbed.     It  is  about  th^ 
fize  of  a  fmall  cat,  has  (hining  hair  of  a  grey  colour -» 
with  two  white  lines,  that  form  an  oval,  on  its  bacic 
The  fur  of  this  animal,  with  that  of  the  ermin,  ottcc^ 
^d  martin,  make  up  what  they  call  the  fmall  peltr^ 
The  ermin  is  about  the  fize  of  the  fquirrel,  its  fur  '^^ 

extreme 
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ectrcmely  white,  its  tail  long,  and  the  tip  of  it  as 
black  as  jet. 

The  martin,  or  fable,  lives  principally  among  the 
mountains,  is  as  long  as  a  common  cat,  but  very  den* 
der ;  the  fur  is  very  fine  and  valuable. 

The  oppofum  is  a  remarkable  animal  in  this  coun- 
try, having  under  its  belly  a  bag  or  falfe  belly,  in 
which  they  breed  their  young.  And  to  this  falfe  bcWy 
they  fly  for  flicker  and  protcdlion  in  cafe  of  any  alarm. 

The  porcupine  is  as  large  as  a  fmall  dog.  Its  quills 
are  about  two  inches  and  a  half  long,  white,  and  hol- 
low, and  very  ftrong,  efpecially  on  its  back. 

The  favages  make  great  ufe  of  thefe  quills  for  orna- 
menting their  ploaths,  belts,  arms,  &c 

The  moofe  is  larger  than  a  large  horfe,  and  is  one 
of  the  deer-kind,  every  year  changing  his  horns ;  the 
polour  of  this  animal  is  a  dark  brown,  the  hair  coarfe. 
He  has  a  mane  like  a  horfe,  a  dewlap  like  a  cow,  a  very 
large  head,  and  a  fliort  tail.  During  the  fummer  he 
frequents  bogs  and  fwamps ;  in  the  winter,  the  north 
JGdes  of  hills  and  mountams,  where  the  fun  will  not 
mdt  the  fnow.  Their  common  pace  of  travelling  is  a 
jtrot,  but  when  hunted  are  very  fwift. 
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An  ABSTRACT  of  the  ACCOUNT 
of  COL.  BOUQUETS  EXPEDITION  ' 
againft  the  OHIO  INDIANS,  in  17^4* 

PubUIhed  at  Philadelphia, 


THE  general  peace,  concluded  between  Great 
Britain,  France  and  Spain,  in  the  year  1762, 
although  viewed  in  diflFercnt  lights  by  perfons  vari- 
oufly  aflfefted  in  the  mother  country,  was  neverthe- 
fefs  univerfally  confidered  as  a  moft  happy  event  ia 
America.     To  behold  the  French,  who  had  fo  long 
inftigated  and  fupported  the  Indians,  in  the  mofk  de- 
ftruftive  wars  and  cruel  depredations  on  our  fronricr 
fettlcments,   at  laft  compelled  to  cede  all  Canada, 
and  reftrifted  to  the  wcftern  fide  of  Miffifippi ;  was 
what  had  long  been  wilhed,  but  fcarcely  hoped  for. 
The  precifion  with  which  our  boundaries  were  cx- 
preffed,  admitted  of  no  ground  for  future  difputes, 
and  was  matter  of  exultation  to  every  one  who  un- 
derftood  and  regarded  the  intereft  of  thefe  colonies. 
We  had  now  the  pleafing  profpeft  of  entire  fecurity 
from  all  moleftation  of  the  Indians,  fince  French  in- 
trigues could  no  longer  be  employed  to  feduce,  or 
French  force  to  fupport  them. 

Unhappily,  however,  this  expeftation  was  difap- 
pointed.  Our  danger  arofe  from  that  very  quarter, 
in  which  we  imagined  ourfclves  in  the  moft  perfect 
fecurity ;  and  juft  at  the  time  when  we  concluded  the 
Indians  to  be  entirely  awed,  and  almoft  fubjefted  by 

our 
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our  power,  they  fuddenly  fell  upon  the  frontiers  of 
our  moft  valuable}  fettlements,  and  upon  all  our  out- 
lying forts,  with  fuch  unanimity  in  the  defign,  and 
with  fuch  favage  fury  in  the  attack,  as  had  not  been 
experienced,  even  in  the  hotteft  times  of  any  former 
war. 

Several  reafons  have  been  aflJgned  for  this  perfidi- 
ous condu£i:  on  their  part ;  but  the  true  reafon  feems 
to  have  been  a-jealouly  of  our  growing  power,  heigh- 
tened by  their  feeing  the  French  almoft  wholly  driven 
out  of  America,  and  a  number  of  forts  now  poilefled 
by  us,  which  commanded  the  great  lakes  and  rivers 
communicating  with  them,  and  awed  the  whole  In- 
dian country. 

The  Shawanefe,  Delawares,  and  other  Ohio  tribes, 
took  the  lead  in  this  war  -,  and  feem  to  have  begun 
it  too  precipitately,  before  the  other  tribes  in  confe- 
deracy with  them,  were  ready  for  aftion.  Their 
fcheme  appears  to  have  been  prcyedled  with  much  de- 
liberate mifchief  in  the  intention,  and  more  than 
ufual  fkill  in  the  fyftem  of  execution.  They  were  to 
make  one  general  and  fudden  attack  upon  our  fron- 
tier fettlements  in  the  time  of  harveft,  to  deftroy  our 
men,  corn,  cattle,  &c.  as  far  as  they  could  penetrate, 
and  to  ftarve  our  out-pofts,  by  cutting  off  their  fup- 
plies,  and  all  communication  with  the  inhabitants  of 
the  provinces. 

In  purfuance  of  this  bold  and  blpody  projeft,  they 
fell  fuddenly  upon  our  traders,  whom  they  had  invit- 
ed into  their  country,  murdered  many  of  them,  and 
made  one  general  plunder  of  their  effedb,  to  an  im- 
menfe  value.  The  frontiers  of  Penfylvania,  Mary- 
land and  Virginia,  were  immediately  over-run  with 
fcalping  parties,  marking  their  way  with  blood  and 
devaftation  wherever  they  came ;  and  all  thofe  ex- 
amples of  favage  cruelty  whicii  never  fail  to  accompa- 
ny an  Indian  war.  All  our  out  forts,  even  at  the  rc- 
moteft  diftanccs,  were  attacked  about  the  fame  time  -, 
and  many  of  them  foon  fell  into  the  enemies  hands. 

The 
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'♦i  .  uv\>  iu  Thtir  :urrer!<ier,  and  rhf  coQtinued  rav:i- 

,.H    i  -iiL  ciicrny,  itruck  all  Anicrica  with  confterna- 

.id  licpupulatcd  a  great  part  of  ourfrontien: 

I    iliulc  pofts  were  fuddcnly   wrefted   from 

.,  ^v.iuii  haJ  birn  the  great  object  of  the  late  war, 

ic  ut  the  principal  advantages  acquired  by  the 

Ox\\y   the  forts  of  Niagara,    the  Detroit, 

:v:  K>it  Pitt,  remained  in  our  hands,  of  all  that  had 
\vit  purchafcd  with  fl)  much  blood  and  treafure.  But 

KiC  wcrc  places  of  confcquencc,  and  we  hope  It  will 
^*c*  jrniain  an  argunncnt  of  their  importance,  and 
oi  I  he  attention  that  (hould  be  paid  to  their  Riture 
!\ip|N>rt,  that  they  alone  continued  to  awe  the  whole 
|vwci  of  the  Indians,  and  balanced  the  fate  of  the 
war  between  ihem  and  us  !  Thefe  forts,  being  larger, 
were  better  garrilbncd  and  fupplied  to  ftand  a  fiege  of 
fome  length,  than  the  places  that  fell.  Niagara  was 
not  attacked,  the  enemy  judging  it  too  ftrong. 

The  Indians  had  early  fur  rounded  Fort  Pitt,  and 
cut  off  all  communication  from  it,  even  by  mefTage. 
Though  they  had  no  cannon,  nor  underftood  the  me- 
th(Hls  of  a  regular  fiege,  yet,  with  an  incredible  bold- 
nets,  they  ported  thctnfelves  under  the  banks  ot  both 
rivers  f  by  the  walls  of  the  fort,  and  conrinutfd  as  it 
were  buried  there,  from  day  to  day,  with  aftonilhing 
jMtience ;  pouring  an  inccffant  ftorm  of  mufquctry 
i\\\d  lire  arrows :  hoping  at  length,  by  famine,  by 
\m\  or  by  haralling  out  the  garrifon,  to  carry  their 
jHMnt. 

Fort  Pitt  remained  in  a  mod  critical  fuuation.  No 
ati'i'ovini  conl  1  be  v^L^t. lined  from  the  garrifon,  nor  any 
rehet  (cm  to  it,  but  by  a  IvMig  and  tedious  land  march 
ohie.u*  :cv^  miles  beyond  the  fettlen^ents;  and  through 
tliole  vlan;;eroi:s  palJos  where  t!.e  fate  of  Braddock  and 
tellers  iMl  riles  on  the  iir.u^ination. 

1\^KmuI  Houqiiei  w,is  .;v}\>:r:ed  to  nurch  to  the  re- 
lir(  of  liv.s  fiv.;,  ui:h  .i  l.iJ^;r  quantity  of  military 

floras 


againft  the  OHIO  INDIANS.       18^ 

Acres  and  provilions,  efcorted  by  the  ihatcered  re» 
maindcr  of  the  42d  and  77th  regiments,  lately  re- 
turned in  a  difmal  condition  from  tlie  Weft  Indies, 
and  far  from  being  recovered  of  their  fatigues  at  the 
liege  of  the  Havannah.  General  Amherft,  having 
at  that  time  no  other  troops  to  fpare,  was  obliged  to 
employ  them  in  a  fervice  which  would  have  required 
xnen  of  the  flrongeft  conilitution  and  vigour. 

Thofe  who  hive  only  experienced  the  feverities  and 
dangers  of  a  campaign  in  Europe,  can  fcarcely  form 
an  idea  of  what  is  to  be  done  and  endured  in  an  Ame- 
rican war.  To  aft  in  a  country  cultivated  and  inha- 
bited, where  roads  are  made,  magazines  are  eftablifli- 
cd,  and  hofpitals  provided;  where  there  are  good 
towns  to  retreat  to  in  cafe  of  misfortune  ;  or,  at  the 
worft,  a  generous  enemy  to  yield  to,  from  whom  no 
confolation,  but  the  honour  of  viftory,  can  be  want- 
ing i  this  may  be  confidered  as  the  exercife  of  a  fpirited 
and  adventurous  mind,  rather  than  a  rigid  conteil: 
where  all  is  at  flake,  and  mutual  deftru£tion  the  ob- 
jcft  :  and  as  a  contention  between  rivals  for  glory, 
rather  than  a  real  ftruggle  between  fanguinary  ene- 
mies. But  in  an  American  campaign  every  thing  is 
terrible ;  the  face  of  the  country,  the  climate,  the 
enemy.  There  is  no  refrefliment  for  the  healthy,  nor 
relief  for  the  fick.  A  vaft  unhofpitable  defarr,  unfafe 
and  treacherous,  furrounds  them,  where  viftories  are 
not  decifive,  but  defeats  are  ruinous  •,  and  fimple 
death  is  the  leaft  misfortune  which  can  happen  to  them. 
This  forms  a  fervice  truly  critical,  in  which  all  the 
firmnefs  of  the  body  and  mind  is  put  to  the  fcvereft 
trial  •,  and  all  the  exertions  of  courage  and  addrefs  are 
called  out.  If  the  adions  of  thefe  rude  campaigns 
arc  of  lefs  dignity,  the  adventures  in  them  are  more 
interefting  to  the  heart,  and  more  amufmg  to  the  ima- 
gination, than  the  events  of  a  regular  war. 

Early  orders  had  been  given  to  prepare  a  convoy  of 
provifions  on  the  frontiers  of  Penfylvania ;  but  fuch 
were  the  univcrfal  terror  and  conftcrnation  of  the  in- 
habitants, 
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habitants,  that  when  Col.  Bouquet  arrived  at  Cailifle,* 
nothing  had  yet  been  done.  A  great  number  of  die 
plantations  had  been  plundered  and  burnt  by  the  far 
vages  5  many  of  the  mills  deftroyed,  and  full  ripe 
crops  ftood  waving  in  the  field,  ready  for  the  fickle^ 
but  the  reapers  were  not  to  be  found  !  The  com- 
mander found  that,  inftead  of  e3q3e6ting  fuch  fup- 
plies  from  a  mifcrable  people,  he  himfclf  was  called 
by  the  voice  of  humanity  to  bellow  on  them  fonac 
fliare  of  his  own  provifions  to  relieve  their  prefenc 
exigency.  However,  in  1 8  days  after  his  arrival  at 
Carlifle,  by  the  prudent  and  aftive  meafures  which 
he  purfued,  joined  to  his  knowlege  of  the  country, 
and  the  diligence  of  the  perfons  he  employed,  the 
convoy  and  carriages  were  procured  with  the  affiftance 
of  the  interior  parts  of  the  country,  and  the  army 
proceeded. 

Under  fo  many  difcouraging  circumftances,  the 
Colonel  (deprived  of  all  affiftance  from  the  provin- 
ces, and  having  none  to  expeft  from  the  General, 
who  had  fent  him  the  laft  man  that  could  be  removed 
from  the  hofpitals)  had  nothing  elfe  to  truft  to,  but 
about  500  foldiers  of  approved  courage  and  refblu- 
tion  indeed,  but  infirm,  and  entire  ftranger^  to  the 
woods,  and  to  this  new  kind  of  war.  A  number  <rf 
them  were  even  fo  weak,  as  not  to  be  able  to  march ; 
and  fixry  were  carried  in  waggons,  to  reinforce  the 
arrifons  of  the  fmall  pofts  on  the  communication. 

Meanwhile  Fort  Ligonier,  fituated  beyond  the  Al- 
lef^hency  Mountains,  was  in  the  greateft  danger  of 
tailing  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy,  before  the  army 
could  reach  it.  The  ftockade  being  very  bad,  and 
thj  garrilbn  extremely  weak,  they  had  attacked  it  vi- 
goroufly ;  but  had  been  repulfcd  by  the  bravery  and 
good  conduit  of  lieutenant  Blane,  who  commanded 
there. 

Here  the  diftreffed  families,  fcattered  for  12  or  15 
miles  round,  fled  for  protedtion,  leaving  moft  of  their 
cffcds  a  prey  to  the  favages. 

The 
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of  about  500  yards  i  and  by  ftiouting  and  yelling  lA' 
the  moft  horrid  manner,  endeavoured  to  ftrike  terrof- 
by  an  oticntatioh  of  their  numbers,  and  their  ferori^., 

After  this  alarming  preparative,  they  attacked  qiu- 
forces^  and,  under  the  favour  ©f.  an  inceflant  &c,, 
made  feveral  Bold  efforts  to  penetrate  into  the  camp;^ 
They  were  repulfed  in  every  attempt,  but  by  oo: 
means  difcouraged  from  new  ones.  Our  troops,  cOflh 
tinually  viftorious,  were  continually  in  danger,  ^Jic^ 
were  befide  extreamly  fatigued  with  a  long  mai^ 
with  the  equally  long  a^ion,  of  the  preceding  dMj, 
and  were  diflrefled  to  the  lafl  degree  by  a  total  wm( 
of  water,  much  tpore  intolerable  than  the  enem^ 
fire.  Tied  to  their  convoy,  they  could  not  lofe  fjffk 
of  it  for  a  moment,  without  eXpofing,  not  only  tw 
interefting  objeft,  but  their  wounded  men,  to  fall* 
prey  to  the  favages,  who  preffed  them  oh  every  Ikw. 
To  move  was  imprafticable.  Many  of  the  hotfq 
Were  loft,  and  many  of  the  drivers,  ftupified  bytheic 
fears,  hid  themfelves  in  the  bufhes,  and  were  iocfr 
pable  of  hearing  or  obeying  orders. 

The  commander  was  fenfible  that  every  thing  d^ 
pcnded  upon  bringing  the  favages  to  a  dole  engage- 
ment, and  to  ftand  their  ground  when  attacked.  Edt 
that  purpofe  he  contrived  the  following  llratagtni' 
Our  troops  were  ported  on  an  eminence,  and  formid 
a  circle  round  their  convoy  from  the  preceding  night, 
which  order  they  ftill  retained.  Col.  Bouquet  gave  dt- 
reitions,  that  two  companies  of  his  tioops,  who  had 
been  pofted  in  the  moil  advanced  fituariohs,  Ihould 
fall  within  the  circle ;  the  troops  on  tlic  right  am 
left  immediately  opened  their  files,  and  filled  up 
the  vacant  fpace,  that  they  might  feem  10  cover  dieit 
ri'trcar.  Another  company  of  light  infantry,  mik 
one  of  grenadiers,  were  ordered  to  lie  in  ambufcadti 
to  fupport  the  two  firft  companies  of  grenadiers;  wno 
moved  on  the  'feigned  retreat,  and  were  intended  to 
'  begin  the  real  attack.  The  favages  gave  entirely  ifl^ 
to  the  fnare.  The  barbarians,  who  miftook  thofc  mO- 
lions  for  a  retreat,  abandoned  the  woods  which  co- 
vered 
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md  them,  hurried  headlong  on.  aad  hSihmh^ 
ich  the  moft  danng  tntrcpidiiy,  galled  diefi^A 
iwps  with  their  hravy  tire,  fiui  at  the  very  nwmeiK 
icii,  certain  of  (uccek,  they  thought  themielvcs 
afters  of  the  camp,  i.'ie  two  lirll  compaoies  made  a 
ddcn  turn,  and  Ijllying  out  from  a  part  of  ihr  hill, 
liich  could  not  be  oblcrvcd,  fell  fufiouQy  upoii  their 
2;b[  Bank.  Then  it  was  the  fuperioii'y  of  combined 
■cngtb  and  difcipline  appeared.  On  rbc  lec(}nd 
arge  they  cuuld  no  longer  fulbin  tiie  irrelittible 
xk  of  the  regular  troops,  who  ruftiing  upon  dicm, 
lied  many,  and  put  the  reft  to  fiighc  Ac  the  in- 
nt,  when  ihc  lavage  betook,  ibeoviclt-cs  to  fUghc, 
t  other  two  companies,  wfatch  bad  been  oriemt  u 
ppoit  the  &il,  roie  from  the  aiabufcadr,  mvched 

xhc  encoiy,  and  ga'vc  tbeok  their  liaB  Sac  Tkia 
compbOied  their  dcfcx.  The  Ibor  camamia  warn 
liurd,  did  noc  give  tbcm  aat  u>  knfc  beiiBd  dk^ 
Jt  ptiriued  cbc  eattof  i3l  Atf  mat  sbb^  ^i^cribt 
he  odttx  botfiesof  i^  fipnges  ananpnf  aadnK 
bey  acre  kept  ia  awe  ifiii  mg  tfe  cq^i^aEOft  ^ 
KRft  of  ifaeBmib  na^  *h»  weir fcuirfi  l» 
■  be  ready  »  61  «a  Aeai  ofot  Ac  faadHOML 
Uviagbcea  «iac6g»dhe  JdbctftfB-«M0HM«, 
'ilhout  anycfinn  a»<^psR«r  dft  dfeBsTday* 
Btftli  faBi>«cd  theireia^fe  a   "   ^ 

This  j    '   ' 
i>  fsny  6qm  Ac  mat  iuammK^4m 
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of  about  500  yards ;  and  by  (houting  and  gelling  id 
the  moft  horrid  manner,  endeavoured  to  fthke  terror 
by  an  oiientatioh  of  their  numbers,  and  their  fcrodty. 

After  this  alarming  preparative,  they  attacked  pur 
forces ;  and,  under  the  favour  of  an  incellanc  firCj 
made  feveral  Bold  efforts  to  penetrate  into  the  caioip. 
They  were  repulfed  in  every  attempt,  but  by  no 
means  difcouraged  from  hew  ones.  Our  troops,  coih 
tinually  vi6torious,  were  continually  in  dahgef.  They 
were  bcfide  excreamly  fatigued  with  a  long  inarch^ 
with  the  equally  long  adion,  of  the  preceding  day; 
and  were  diilrefled  to  the  laft  degree  by  a  total  waot 
of  water,  much  rpore  intolerable  than  the  enefn/s 
fire.  Tied  to  their  convoy,  they  could  not  lofe  fight 
of  it  for  a  moment,  without  e^pofing,  not  only  mtt 
interefting  objedt,  but  their  wounded  men,  to  £dl.l 
prey  to  the  favages,  who  prefled  them  oti  every  fide. 
To  move  was  impradlicable.  Many  of  the  horfes 
were  loft,  and  many  of  the  drivers,  ftupified  by  their 
fears,  hid  themiclves  in  the  bulhes,  and  were  inca- 
pable of  hearing  or  obeying  orders. 

The  commander  was  fenfible  that  every  thing  de- 
pended upon  bringing  the  favages  to  a  clofe  engage- 
ment, and  to  ftand  their  ground  when  attacked.  For 
that  purpofe  he  contrived  the  following  (Iratagem^ 
Our  troops  were  pofted  on  an  eminence,  and  formed 
a  circle  round  their  corivoy  from  the  preceding  night, 
which  order  they  ftill  retained.  Col.  Bouquet  gave  di- 
reftions,  that  two  companies  of  his  troops,  who  had 
been  pofted  in  the  moft  advanced  fituatiohs,  (hould 
fall  within  the  circle ;  the  troops  on  the  right  and 
left  immediately  opened  their  files,  and  filled  up 
the  vacant  ipace,  that  they  might  feem  to  cover  their 
retreat.  Another  company  of  light  infantry,  with 
oner  of  grenadiers,  were  ordered  to  lie  in  ambufcade, 
to  fupport  the  two  firft  companies  of  grenadiers,  who 
moved  on  the  Veigncd  retreat,  and  were  intended  to 
begin  the  real  attack.  The  favages  gave  entirely  in- 
to the  fnare.  I'he  barbarians,  who  miftook  thofe  mo- 
tions for  a  retreat,  abandoned  the  woods  which  co- 
vered 
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vercd  them,  hurried  headlong  on,  and  advancing 
with  the  mod  daring  intrepidity,  galled  the  Englifti 
troops  with  their  heavy  fire.  But  at  the  very  moment 
when,  certain  of  fuccefs,  they  thought  themfelvcs 
mafters  of  the  camp,  the  two  firft  companies  made  a 
fudden  turn,  and  fallying  out  from  a  part  of  the  hill, 
which  could  not  be  obferved,  fell  furioufly  upoh  their 
right  flank.  Then  it  was  the  fuperiori? y  of  combined 
ilrength  and  difcipline  appeared.  On  the  fecond 
charge  they  could  no  longer  fuftain  the  irrcfiftible 
Xhock  of  the  regular  troops,  who  rufhing  upon  them, 
killed  many,  and  put  the  red  to  flight.  At  the  in- 
ftant,  when  the  favages  betook  themfelves  to  flight, 
the  other  two  companies,  which  had  been  ordered  to 
iuppoitthe  firft,  rofe  from  the  ambufcade,  marched 
Co  the  enemy,  and  gave  them  their  full  fire.  This 
accompliflied  their  defeat.  The  four  companies  now 
united,  did  not  give  them  time  to  look  behind  them, 
but  purfued  the  enemy  till  they  were  totally  difperfed. 
The  other  bodies  of  the  favages  attempted  nothing. 
They  were  kept  in  awe  during  the  engagement  by 
the  reft  of  the  Britifli  troops,  who  were  fo  potted  as 
to  be  ready  to  fall  on  them  upon  the  lead  motion. 
Having  been  witnefs  to  the  defeat  of  their  companions, 
without  any  effort  to  fupport  or  afijd  them,  they  at 
length  followed  their  example  and  fled. 

This  judicious  and  fuccefsful  manoeuvre  refcued 
the  party  from  the  mod  imminent  danger.  The  vic- 
tory iecured  the  field,  and  cleared  ail  the  adjacent 
woods.  But  dill  the  march  was  fo  difficult,  and  the 
army  had  fuflFered  fo  much,  and  fo  many  horfes  were 
loft,  that  before  they  were  able  to  proceed,  they  were 
reludtantly  obliged  todedroy  fuch  part  of  their  convoy 
of  proviiions  as  they  could  not  carry  with  them  for 
want  of  horfes.  Being  lightened  by  this  lacrifice, 
they  proceeded  to  Bufby-Run,  where  finding  water, 
they  encamped. 

The  favages,  thus  fignally  defeated  in  all  their  at- 
tempts to  cut  oflT  this  reinforcement  upon  its  march, 
began  to  retreat  with  the  utmod  precipitation  to  their 
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remote  fettlements,  wholly  giving  up  their  deGgns 
againll  Fort  Pitt ;  at  which  place  Col.  Bouquet  ar- 
rived fafe  with  his  convoy,  four  days  after  the  a£tioiL 

Colonel  Bouquet  not  having  a  fufficient  number  of 
troops  to  garrilbn  the  different  pofts,  under  his  com- 
mand, and  at  the  fame  time  to  crofs  the  Ohio  and 
take  advantage  of  the  dejeftion  into  which  he  had 
thrown  the  enemy,  by  the  defeat  at  Eufhy-Run;  was 
obliged  to  reftrain  his  operations  to  the  fupplying  the 
forts  with  provifions,  ammunition  and  other  neceflaries. 

In  the  execution  of  this  fcrvice,  he  received  no  an- 
noyance from  the  enemy,  for  they  now  faw  them- 
felves,  not  only  forced  to  give  up  their  defigns  againft 
Fort  Pitt,  but,  retreating  beyond  the  Ohio,  they  dc- 
ferted  their  former  towns,  and  abandoned  all  the 
country  between  Prefque-Ifle  and  Sandufki;  not  think- 
ing themfelves  fafe  till  they  arrived  at  Mufkingam. 
Here  thev  bc*r:iin  to  form  new  fettlcments,  and  ^^ 
mained  quiet  during  the  winter.  Bur,  in  the  .nean 
time,  hfivin;!;  fupplied  themfelves  with  powder,  &c. 
from  the  French  traders,  (and  now  flattering  them- 
felves that  the  great  diftaiice  of  their  fettlements 
would  render  them  inaccelEble  to  our  troops)  the 
enl'uing  Spring,  1764,  jM'efented  thefe  favage  enemies 
atrelh  on  our  frontiers  ^  ravaging  and  murderin<>  with 
tlicir  uJual  barbarity. 

To  chall'fe  them  for  their  perfidy.  General  Gage 
refolvcd  to  attack  them  en  two  different  fides,  and  to 
force  tliem  from  our  frontiers ;  by  carr/ing  the  war 
into  the  heart  oi  their  own  countr)'.  With  this  view, 
he  deltincd  a  corps  of  troops  to  proceed  under  Cd. 
Br.iddreet,  to  act  againll  the  Wiandots,  Gttawas,Chip- 
w::s,  and  other  nations,  Hving  upon  or  near  the  lakes; 
vJiiJe  another  corps,  under  the  command  of  Colonel 
Bouquet,  (liould  attack  the  Delawares,  Shiwanefe, 
Mingfxs,  M(}hieLons,  and  other  nations,  between 
tile  Ohio  and  the  hkes.  Thele  two  corps  were  V^ 
act  in  concert  •,  and  as  that  of  Colonel  Bradlfarec 
could  be  reatiy  much  fconer  than  the  other,  he  was 
to  p:oceed  to  Detroit^  Michilimackinac  and  other 
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places.  On  his  return,  he  was  to  encamp  and  re- 
main at  Sanduiki,  to  awe,  by  that  pofition,  the  nu- 
merous tribes  of  weftern  Indians,  fo  as  to  prevent 
their  fending  any  aflldance  to  the  Ohio  Indians,  while 
Colonel  Bouquet  (hould  execute  his' plan  of  attacking 
them  in  the  heart  of  their  fcttlcments. 

Colonel  Bouquet  aflumed  the  command  of  the  re- 
gular and  provincial  troops  5  and  gave  the  mod  ex- 
prefs  orders  to  the  officers  and  men  to  obferve  ftridl 
difcipline,  and  not  to  commit  the  leaft  violation  of 
the  ci\'il  rights  or  peace  of  the  inhabitants.  He,  at 
the  fame  time,  made  the  moft  prudent  regulations 
for  a  fafe  and  commodious  carriage  of  the  baggage^ 
taking  care  to  rid  himielf  of  all  unneceffary  incum- 
brances. 

Nothing  material  happened  in  their  march,  from 
Fort  Loudoun  to  Fort  Pitt,  (formerly  Fort  Du  Quefne) 
M  the  Ohio,  three  hundred  and  twenty  miles  weft 
from  Philadelphia  -,  at  which  place  Col.  Bouquet  ar- 
rived the  1 7th  of  September. 

While  Col.  Bouquet  was  at  Fort  Loudoun,  he  re- 
ceived difpatches  by  exprefs  from  Colonel  Bradllrccr^ 
dated  from  Prefque-Ifle,  Auguft  14th,  acquainting 
him  that  he  (Colonel  Bradftrect)  had  concluded  a 
peace  with  the  Dclawares  and  Shawanefc  :  but  Colo- 
nel Bouquet  perceiving  clearly  that  they  were  not  fm- 
cere  in  their  intentions,  as  they  continued  Eheir  mur- 
ders and  depredations ;  he  determined  to  profccute  hia 
plan -without  remiffion,  till  he  could  receive  farther 
inftrudlions  fom  General  Gage  j  who,  upon  the  lamer 
principles  rcfufcd  to  ratify  the  treaty. 

About  the  time  of  Colonel  Bouquet*s  arrival  at 
Fort  Pitt,  ten  Indians  appeared  on  the  north  fide  of 
the  Ohio,  defiring  a  conference  ;  v;hich  ftratagem 
the  favages  had  made  ufe  of  before,  to  obtain  intel-' 
ligence  of  our  numbers  and  intentions.  Three  of 
the  party  confcnted,  though  with  apparent  rclwAalKey 
to  come  over  to  the  fort  -,  and  as  they  coukl  give  na 
£ttisfa£bory  reafon  for  their  vifir,  they  were  detained 
m  i^icSy  ;ind  their  aflbciates  fled  back  to  their  cowiis. 
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On  the  20th  of  Septcrr.ber,  Colonel  Bouquet  feftt 
one  of  the  above  three  Indians  afrcr  them  with  a  nicf- 
fage,  in  fubftance  as  follows — "  I  have  received  an 
account  from  Colonel  Bradftreet,  that  your  nations  had 
begged  for  peace,*  which  he  had  confented  to  grant, 
upon  aflurance  chat  you  had  recalled  all  your  warriors 
from  our  frontiers ;  and  in  confequence  thereof,  I 
would  not  have  proceeded  againft  your  towns,  if  I 
had  not  heard  that,  in  open  violation  of  your  en- 
gagements, you  have  fincc  murdered  fcveral  of  oar 
people. 

"  As  foon  as  the  reft  of  the  army  joins  me,  which 
I  cxpeft  immediately,  I  was  therefore  determined  to 
have  attacked  you,  as  a  people  whofe  promii'es  can 
no  more  be  relied  on.  But  I  will  put  it  once  more 
in  your  power  to  fave  yourfelves  and  your  families 
from  total  dcftruftion,  by  giving  us  fatisfadtion  for 
the  hoftilities  committed  againft  us.  And  firft,  you 
are  to  leave  the  path  open  tor  my  cxprcfles  from  hence 
to  Detroit  -,  and  as  I  am  now  to  lend  two  men  with 
difpatches  to  Colonel  Bradftreet,  who  commands  on 
the  lakes,  I  defire  to  know  whether  you  will  fend  two 
of  your  people  with  them  to  bring  them  fafe  back 
with  an  anfwer  ?  And  if  they  receive  any  injury 
cither  in  going  or  coming,  or  if  the  letters  arc  taken 
from  them,  I  will  immediately  put  the  Indians 
now  in  my  power  to  death,  and  will  fhew  no  mercy 
for  the  future  to  any  of  your  nations  that  (hall  fall 
into  my  hands.  I  allow  you  ten  days  to  have  my  let- 
ters delivered  at  Detroit,  and  ten  days  to  bring  me 
back  an  anlwer." 

He  added,  "  that  he  had  lately  had  it  in  his  power, 
while  they  remained  on  the  other  fide  of  the  river,  ID 
have  put  their  whole  party  to  death,  which  punifli- 
ment  they  had  defervcd  by  thtrir  former  treachery ; 
and  that  if  they  did  not  improve  the  clemency  now 
ofl'cred  to  them,  by  returning  back  as  foon  as  poffible 
with  all  their  prifoners,  they  might  cxpedt  to  feci  the 
full  weight  of  a  juft  vengeance  and  rcfentment.'*— 
Colonel  Bouquet^  having  at  length,  with  great  dif- 
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ficulty,  collcfted  his  troops,  formed  his  magazines, 
and  provided  for  the  fafcry  of  the  pofts  he  was  to 
leave  behind  him,  was  rtwJyo:!  the  2d  of  Oclob^fr  to 
proceed  from  Fort  Fitt,  with  about  1500  men,  in- 
cluding drivers  and  other  neceflTiry  followers  of  the 
army.  A  juft  idea  of  the  conduft  of  this  expedition, 
and  the  great  caution  taken  to  prevent  furprize,  will 
be  bcft  underftood  fron  the  order  of  march  here- 
after explained,  with  a  copper- place  for  the  illullra- 
tion  of  it. 

All  things  being  fettled,  ths  army  decamped  from 
Fort  Pitt  on  Wednefday  Oftobcr  3d,  and  continued 
their  march  through  a  fine  counrry,  meeting  only 
with  a  few  deferred  towns  by  the  way,  until  bunday 
14th,  when  the  army  remained  in  camp;  and  two 
men  who  had  been  difpatched  by  Colonel  Bouquet 
fi-om  Fort  Pitt,  with  letters  for  Colonel  Bradllreet, 
returned  and  reported,  th.it,  within  a  few  miles 
of  this  place,  they  had  been  made  prifoners  by  the 
Delawares,  and  carried  to  one  of  their  towns  fixtcen 
miles  from  hcnc€,  where  they  were  kept,  till  the  fa- 
vages,  knowing  of  the  arrival  of  the  army  here,  fet 
them  at  liberty,  ordering  them  to  acquaint  the  Colo- 
nel, that  the  head  men  of  the  Delawares  and  Shawa- 
ncfe  were  coming  as  foon  as  poffible  to  treat  of  peace 
with  him. 

On  the  16th,  fix  Indians  came  to  inform  the  Co- 
lonel that  all  their  chiefs  were  aflcmbled  about  eight 
miles  from  the  camp,  and  were  ready  to  treat  with 
him  of  a  peace,  which  they  were  earneftly  defirous 
of  obtaining.  He  returned  for  anfwer,  that  he  would 
meet  them  the  next  day  in  a  bower  at  fome  diftance 
from  the  camp.  In  the  mean  time,  he  ordered  a 
fnuU  ftockaded  fort  to  be  builr,  to  dcpofite  provi- 
fions  for  the  ufc  of  the  troops  on  their  return  ;  and 
to  lighten  the  convoy. 

As  feveral  large  bodies  of  Indians  were  now  within 
a  few  miles  of  the  camp,  whofe  former  inftances  of 
treachery,  aiade  it  prudent  to  truft  nothing  to  their 
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He  recapitulated  to  them  many  inilances  of  their 
former  perfidy — ^'  their  killing  or  cnpcivating  the 
traders  who  had  been  lent  among  them  at  their  own 
requcft,  and  plundering  their  effefts  ;— their  attack- 
ing Fort  Pitt,  which  had  been  built  wuh  their  ex- 
prcfs  confent ; — their  murdering  four  men  that  had 
been,  f<?nt  on  a  public  meflage  to  them,  thereby  vio- 
lating the  cuftoms  held  ficred  among  all  nntions,  how- 
ever barbarous  j their  attacking  the  king's  troops 

lail  year  in  the  woods,  and  after  being  defeated  in 
that  attempt,  falling  upon  our  frontiers,  where  they 
had  continued  to  murder  our  people  to  this  day,  &c." 

He  told  them  how  treacheroufly  they  had  violated 
even  their  late  engagements  with  Colonel  Bradftreer, 
to  whom  they  had  promifed  to  deliver  up  their  pri- 
foners  by  the  joth  of  September  laft;  and  to  recall 
all  their  warriors  from  the  frontiers:  which  they  had 
been  fo  far  from  complying  witli,  that  the  prilbners 
ftill  remained  in  tlieir  cuftody,  and  fome  of  their 
people  were  even  now  continuing  their  depredations : 
adding,  that  thefe  things  which  he  had  mentioned, 
were  only  "  a  fmall  part  of  their  numberlefs  mur- 
ders and  breaches  of  faith  ;  and  that  their  conJuA 

had  always  been  equally  perfidious. "  You  have, 

faid  he,  promifed  at  every  former  treaty,  as  you  do 
now,  that  you  would  deliver  up  all  your  pnfoners, 
and  have  received  every  time,  on  that  a.xount,  confi- 
dcrable  prelcnts  j  but  have  never  complied  with  that 
or  any  other  engagement.  I  am  now  to  tell  you, 
therefore,  that  wc  will  be  no  longer  impoled  upon  by 
your  promifcs.  This  army  Ihall  not  leave  your  coun- 
try till  you  have  fully  complied  with  every  condition 
that  is  to  precede  my  treaty  with  you. 

*'  1  have  brought  with  me  the  r^ilarions  of  the  peo- 
ple, you  have  malTacred,  or  taken  prilbners.  They 
arc  impatient  for  revenge ;  and  it  is  with  great  difn- 
culry  that  I  c^n  protect  you  againft  their  jult  refent- 
mmc,  which  is  only  rellraincJ  by  thj  uffuraticci  given 
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them,  that  no  peace  (hall  ever  be  concluded  till  you 
have  given  us  tull  fatisfaftion.'*—- 

*'  Your  former  allies,  the  Ottawas,  Chipwas,  Wy- 
andots,  and  others,  have  made  th^ir  peace  with  us. 
The  Six  Nations  have  joined  us  againft  you.  Wc 
now  furround  you,  havmg  poffefiion  of  all  the  wa- 
ters of  the  Ohio,  the  Miffifippi,  the  Miamis,  and 
the  lakes.  Ail  the  French  living  in  thofe  parts  are 
now  fubjeAs  to  the  king  of  Great  Britain,  and  dare 
no  longer  affift  you.  It  is  therefore  in  our  power  to- 
tally to  extirpate  you  from  being  a  people But 

the  Engtifh  are  a  merciful  and  generous  nation,  averfe 
to  fhed  the  blood,  even  of  their  moil  cruel  enemies  j 
and  if  it  was  pofTible  that  you  could  convince  us, 
that  you  fincerely  repent  of  your  paft  perfidy,  and 
that  we  could  depend  on  your  good  behaviour  for 
the  future  -,  you  might  yet  hope  tor  mercy  and  peace 
If  I  find  that  you  faithfully  execute  the  follow- 
ing preliminary  conditions,  I  will  not  treat  you  with 
the  Icverity  you  defcrve. 

"  I  give  you  twelve  days  from  this  date  to  deliver 
into  my  hands  at  VVakautamike  all  the  prifoners  in 
your  poiTefiion,  without  any  exception  ;  Englilhmcn, 
Frenchmen,  women  and  children  -,  whether  adopted 
in  your  tribes,  married,  or  living  amongft  you  under 
any  denomination  and  pretence  whatfoever  -,  together 
with  all  negroes.  And  you  are  to  furnifli  the  faid 
pri  oners  with  cloathing,  provifions,  and  horfcs,  to 
carry  them  to  Fort  Pitt.  When  you  have  fully  com- 
plied With  thcfe  conditions,  you  fhall  then  know  on 
what  terms  you  may  obtain  the  peace  you  fue  for." 

This  fpeech  made  an  impreffion  on  the  minds  of 
the  favages,  v.  hich,  it  is  hoped,  will  not  foon  be  era- 
dicated. The  firm  and  determined  fpirit  with  which 
th"  Colonel  delivered  himfelf,  their  confcioufnefs  of 
the  aggravated  injuries  they  had  done  us,  and  the  view 
of  tfje  fame  commander  and  army  that  had  fo  feverely 
f  Ijaftifed  i\itm  at  Bu(hy-Run  the  preceding  year,  now 

advanced 
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idvanced  into  the  very  heart  of  their  remote  fettlc- 
ments,  after  penetrating  through  wilderneffes  which 

they  had  deemed  impaflable  by  regular  troops all 

thefe  things  contributed  to  bend  the  haughty  temper 
of  the  favages  to  the  loweft  degre*-  of  abafcment :  fo 
that  even  their  fpcechcs  feem  to  exhibit  but  few  fpe- 
cimens  of  that  ftrong  and  ferocious  eloquence,  which 
their  inflexible  fpint  of  independency  has  on  former 
occafions  infpired.  And  though  it  is  not  to  be  doubted 
if  an  opportunity  had  oflrrcd,  they  would  have  fallen 
upon  our  army  with  their  ufual  fiercenefs  ;  yet  when 
they  faw  the  vigilance  and  fpiric  of  our  troops  were 
fuch,  that  they  could  neither  be  attacked  nor  fur- 
prized  with  any  profpeft  of  fuccefs,  their  fpirits  feem- 
cd  to  revolt  ft-om  the  one  extreme  of  infolent  bold- 
ncfs;  to  the  other  of  abjeft  timidity. 

The  two  Delaware  chiefs,  at  the  clofe  of  their 
fpeech  on  the  17th,  delivered  eighteen  white  prifo- 
ners,  and  eighty-three  fmall  (licks,  exprcfling  the 
number  of  other  prifoners  which  they  had  in  their 
pofTeflion ;  and  promiied  to  bring  in  as  foon  as  pofll- 
ble.  None  of  the  Shawanefc  kings  appeared  at  the 
congrefs  ;  and  Keiflinautchtha  their  deputy  declined 
fpcaking  until  the  Colonel  had  anfwered  the  Dela- 
wares  •,  and  then  with  a  dejefted  fuUennefs  he  pro- 
mifed,  in  behalf  of  his  nation,  that  they  would  fub- 
mit  to  the  terms  prefcribed  to  the  other  tribes. 

The  Colonel,  however,  determined  to  march  far- 
ther into  their  country,  knowing  that  the  prefcnce  of 
his  army  would  be  the  beft  fecurity  for  the  perfor- 
mance of  their  promifes-,  and  required  fomeof  each 
nation  to  attend  him  on  his  march. 

Kiyafhuta  addrefled  the  feveral  nations,  before 
their  departure,  "  defiring  them  to  be  ftrong  in  com- 
plying with  their  engagements,  that  they  might  wipe 
away  the  reproaclj  of  their  former  breach  of  faith, 
and  convince  their  brothers  the  Englifh  that  they 
could  fpeak  the  truth  •,  adding  that  he  would  conduct 
the  army  to  the  place  appointed  for  receiving  the  pri- 
foners.^- 
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Monday,  Oftobcr23(L  Theanny,  acteadtdbythe 
Indian  dq>uticsy  proceeded  forward,  and  oo  Thmfilay 
arrived  ac  a  camp  fituated  widiin  a  nuk  of  che  forks 
of  Mufkingbam^  and  this  place  was  fixed  upon  iofteai 
of  Wakautamike,  as  the  moft  central  and  convemeoc 
place  to  receive  the  priibners :  for  the  principal  Indian 
fowns  now  lay  round  them,  diftant  fii>m  fbven  to 
twenty  miles;  excepting  only  the  k>wer  Shawanefe 
town  fituated  on  S£ioto  river,  which  was  about  eighty 
miles.  So  that  from  this,  place  the  army  had  it  in  thdr 
power  to  awe  all  the  enemy*s  fettlements  and  deftrof 
their  towns,  if  they  (hould  not  pun&ually  fulfil  the 
engagements  they  had  entered  inta— *Four  redoubts 
were  built  here  oppofite  to  the.  four  angles  of  the 
camp ;  the  ground  in  the  front  was  cleared,  a  ftore- 
hoiifc  for  the  provifions  eredled ;  and  likewife  a  houfe 
to  receive,  and  treat  .of  peace  with,  the  Indians, 
when  they  fhould  return.  Three  houfes  with  fepa- 
rate  apartments  were  alfo  raifed,  for  the  reception  <]f 
ihe  captives  of  the  refpeftive  provinces,  and  proper 
officers  appointed  to  take  charge  of  them,  with  a  ma- 
tron to  attend  the  women  and  children  ;  fo  that  with 
the  officers  mcfs-houfes,  ovens,  &c,  this  camp  bad 
the  appearance  of  a  little  town,  in  which  the  greateft 
order  and  regularity  were  obfcrved. 

From  this  time  to  November  9th,  was  chiefly  (pent 
in  fending  and  receiving  meffages  to  and  from  the 
Indian  towns,  relative  to  the  prifoncrs;  who  were 
now  coming  into  the  camp  in  fmall  parties,  as  the 
ciifiVrtnt  nations  arrived  in  whofc  pofiefTion  they  had 
bcH  n.  The  Colonel  kept  fo  ftedfaftly  to  this  ardck 
*u'  hivini^  every  prilbner  delivered,  that  when  the 
Dchiw^iie  kings,  Beaver  and  Cuftaloga,  had  brought 
in  ;Ul  theirs  except  twelve,  which  they  promUed  to 
t ri!ig  in  a  lev/  days,  he  refiifcd  to  fhake  hands  or 
have  the  Icall  talk  with  them,  whjle  a  fingle  captive 
rcmrincd  among  them. 

By  the  9th  of  November,  moft  of  the  priibners 
were  arrived   that  could  be  expected  this  feafon, 

amounting 
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•mounting  to  206  in  the  whole  •,  befide  about  100 
more  in  the  poffeffion  of  the  Sha^^ancfc,  which  they 
promifed  to  deliver  the  following  fpring :  for  many 
of  their  principal  men,  to  whom  they  belonged,  were 
gone  to  trade  with  the  French,  and  would  not  re- 
turn for  fix  weeks  J  but  every  one  of  their  ^nation 
who  were  at  home,  either  brought  or  fent  theirs- 
On  the  army's  firib  coming  into  the  country,  it 
had  been  reported  among  the  Shawaneie  that  our 
intention  was  to  deftroy  them  all;  on  which  they 
had  refolvcd  to  kill  their  prifoners  and  fight  us: 
and  a  French  trader,  who  was  with  them,  and  had 
many  barrels  of  powder  and  ball,  made  them  ^pre- 
fcnt  of  the  whole,  as  foon  as  they  had  .come  to  this 
rcfoluiion ;  but,  happily  for  the  poor  captives, 
juft  as  the  Shawancfe  were  preparing  to  execute  this 
tragedy,  they  received  the  Colonel's  meflage,  inform- 
ing them,  that  his  intentions  were  only  to  receive  the 
prifoners,  and  to  make  peace  with  them  on  the  fame 
terms  he  fhould  give  to  the  Delawares. 

On  this  intelligence,  they  fufpended  their  cruel 
purpofe,  and  began  to  colledt  as  many  of  the  prifo- 
ners as  they  had  power  to  deliver  5  but  hearing  im* 
mediately  afterward,  that  one  of  our  foldiers  had 
been  killed  near  the  camp  at  Mufkingham,  and  that 
fome  of  their  nation  were  fufpefted  as  guilty  of  the 
muder;  they  again  imagined  they  would  fall  under 
our  refentment,  and  therefore  determined  once  more 
to  ftand  out  againft  us.  For  which  purpofe,  after 
having  brought  their  prifoners  as  far  as  Wakauta- 
mike,  where  they  heard  this  news,  they  coUcfted 
them  all  into  a  field,  and  were  going  to  kill  them  : 
when  a  fecond  exprefs  providentially  arrived  from 
Colonel  Bouquet,  who  aflured  them  that  their  nation 
was  not  even  iufpefted  of  having  any  concern  in  the 
aforefaid  murder ;  upon  which  they  proceeded  to  the 
camp  to  deliver  up  the  captives,  who  had  thus  twice 
fo  narrowly  cfcaped  becoming  the  victims  of  their 
barbarity. 

On 
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On  Friday,  November  9th,  the  Colonel,  attended 
by  mod  of  the  principal  officers,  went  to  the  confc- 
rcnce-houfc.  The  Senecas  and  Dclawares  were  firft 
treated  with.  Kiyaftiuta  and  ten  warriors  rcprefentcd 
the  former :  Cuftaloga  and  twenty  warriors  the  latter. 

Kiyaftiuta  fpoke — "  With  this  ftring  of  wampum, 
wc  wipe  the  tears  from  your  eyes  —  we  deliver  you 
thefe  three  prifoners,  which  are  the  laft  of  your  flefli 
and  blood  that  remained  among  the  Senecas  and  Cuf- 
taloga's  tribe  of  Delawares  •,  we  gather  together  and 
bury  with  this  belt  -j-  all  the  bones  of  the  people 
that  have  been  killed  during  this  unhappy  war,  which 
the  Evil  Spirit  occafioned  among  us.  We  cover  the 
bones  that  have  been  buried,  that  they  may  be  never 
more  remembered — We  again  cover  their  place  with 
leaves,  that  it  m'ay  be  no  more  feen. — As  we  have 
been  long  aftray,  and  the  path  between  you  and  us 
(lopped,  we  extend  this  belt  that  it  may  be  again 
cleared,  and  we  may  travel  in  peace  to  fee  our  bre- 
thren as  our  anceftors  formerly  did.  While  you  hold 
it  faft  by  one  end,  and  we  by  the  other,  we  ftiall  al- 
ways be  able  to  difcover  any  thing  that  may  difturb 
our  friendftiip.** 

The  Colonel  anfwered,  that  he  had  heard  them 
with  pleafure ;  that  he  received  thefe  three  laft  pri- 
foners they  had  to  deliver,  and  joined  in  burying  the 
bones  of  thofc  who  had  fallen  in  the  war,  fo  that  their 
place  might  be  no  more  known.  "  The  peace  you  afk 
for,  you  fliall  now  have.  The  king,  my  matter  and 
your  father,  has  appointed  me  only  to  make  war; 
but  he  has  other  lervants  who  are  employed  in  the 
work  of  peace.  Sir  William  Johnfon  is  empowered 
for  that  purpofc.  To  him  you  are  to  apply  -,  but  be- 
fore I  give  you  leave  to  go,  two  things  are  to  be 
fettled. 

1.  **  As  peace  cannot  be  finally  concluded  here» 
you  will  deliver  me  two  hoftages  for  the  Senecas,  and 

j*  A  belt  or  firing  is  always  delivered  when  thas  meotioDed. 

two 
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two  for  Cuftaloga's  tribe,  to  remain  in  our  hands  at 
Fort  Pitt,  as  a  fecurity,  that  you  (hall  commit  no  fur- 
ther holtilities  or  violence  againfl:  any  of  his  majefty's 
fubjects :  and  >vhen  the  peace  is  concluded,  thele 
holtages  (hall  be  delivered  fafe  back  to  you. 

2.  "  The  deputies  you  are  to  fend  to  Sir  William 
Johnfon,  muft  be  fully  impowered  to  treat  fpr  your 
tribes,  and  you  fhall  engage  to  abide  by  whatever 
they  ftipulate.  In  that  treaty,  every  thing  coxicemr 
ing  trade,  and  other  matters,  will  be  fettled  by  Sir 
William,  to  render  the  peace  everlafting :  ana  the 
deputies  you  are  to  fend  to  him»  as  well  as  the  hos- 
tages to  be  delivered  to  me,  are  to  be  named  and 
prefented  to  me  for  my  approbation." 

The  Colonel,  after  promifmg  to  deliver  back  two 
of  their  people,  captain  Pipe,  and  captain  John, 
whom  he  had  detained  at  Fort  Pitt,  took  the  chiefs 
by  the  hand  for  the  iirft  time>  which  gave  them  great 
joy. 

The  next  conference  was  on  November  loth,  with 
the  Turky  and  Turtle  tribes  of  Delawares,  king 
Beaver  their  chief  and  thirty  warriors  reprefcntinj 
the  former ;  and  Kelappama,  brother  to  the  chiei 
with  twenty  warriors,  the  latter.  •  The  Senecas  and 
Cuftaloga's  tribe  of  Delawares  were  alfo  prefent. 
Their  (peech,  and  the  anlwer  given,  were  much  the 
fame  as  above. 

November  nth,  king  Beaver  prefented  fix  hof- 
cages  to  remain  with  Colonel  Bouquet,  and  five  de- 
puties to  treat  with  Sir  William  Johnfon,  who 
were  approved  of.  This  day  he  acquainted  the 
chiefs  prefent,  that  as  he  had  great  reafon  to  be 
difiatisfied  with  the  condud  of  Nettowhatways, 
the  chief  of  the  Turtle  tribe,  who  had  not  ap- 
peared, he  therefore  depofed  him;  and  that  tribe 
were  to  chufe  and  prefent  another  for  his  approbation. 

This  they  did  a  tew  days  afterward Smile  not, 

reader,  at  this  tranfadion :  for  though  it  may  not  be 
attended  with  fo  many  fplendid  and  flattering  circum- 
ftances  to  a  commander,  as  the  depofing  an  Eaft  In- 
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dtan  Nabob :  yet,  to  penetrate  into  the  irikkneflti 
^vhere  thefe  fbcrn  Weft  Indian  Chieftains  hM  dnir 
fwzfj^  and  to  frown  them  from  their  throne,  thod^ 
but  compofed  of  the  unhewn  log,  will  be  fbimd  fi» 
fcquire  both  reiblution  and  firmnefs  ;  and  their  (ih 
mitcing  to  it  dearly  (hews  to  what  degree  of  humOifr' 
tion  cl^y  were  reduced.    But  to  proceed^-^ 

The  Shawanefe  ftill  remained  to  be  treatiBd  ir^  * 
and  though  this  nation  faw  themfelves  under  ttt 
neceffity  o£  yielding  to  the  fame  conditions  with  dit 
other  tribes,   yet  there  had  appieaird  a  dilatotni<ft  }. 
and  fullen  haughtinefs  in  all  their  condufi,  nMdl   ' 
rendered  it  very  fufpicious.  * 

The  1 2  th  of  November  was  appointed  for  the  OOBI 
ference  with  them ;  which  was  managed  on  their  ptft  '] 
by  Keiffinautchtha  and  Nimwha  their  chiefs,  iriA 
the  Red  Hawke,  Laviflimo,  Benfiva(ica>  Eweecitf  ^' 
wee^  Keigleighque,  and  forty  warriors :  the  Cii^ 
nawaga,  Seneca  and  Delaware  chiefs,  with  about  £Sf|r\] 
warriors,  being  alio  prefent.     The  Red  Hawke  Mi' 
their  fpeaker  ;  and  as  he  delivered  himfelf  with* 
ftrange  mixture  of  fierce  pride,  and  humble  fubmifr 
lion,  we  fhall  add  a  paffage  or  two  from  his  ipecch. 
**  Brother, 

^  You  will  liften  to  us  your  younger  brotbcRj 
and  as  we  difcover  fomething  in  your  eyes  that  looks 
diflatisfadlion  with  us,  we  now  wipe  away  every  thing 
bad  between  us  that  you  may  clearly  fee— You  havf 
heard  many  bad  ftories  of  us — We  clean  your  ears 
that  you  may  hear  — We  remove  every  thing  bad  from 
your  heart,  that  it  may  be  like  il)c  heart  of  your  an- 
crfto.s,  when  they  thought  of  nothing  but  good.?*. 
[Here  he  gave  a  ftring.] 

"  Brother ;  when  we  faw  you  coming  this  road^ 
you  advanced  toward  us  with  a  tomahawk   in  youf 
hand  •,  but  we  your  younger  brothers   take  it  out  of" 
your  hands,  and  throw  it  up  to  God  -{-  to  dilpofe  of 

as 

•f  Tlieir  nfnal, figure  for  making  ppace  is  burv'rrr  the  hatchet ; 
boi  i   f»»t^  Iia^clKt.'  may  be  d^ig  opj^ain,  p^.•I^.lp  1»^  th.>m>Iic  thi% 
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u  he  pkafes  :  by  which  means  we  hope  never  to  ice 
it  more.  And  now,  brother,  we  beg  leave,  that  you 
who  are  a  warrior,  will  take  hold  of  this  chain  (giv- 
ing a  ftring)  of  friendfhip,  and  receive  it  from  us,  who 
are  alfo  warriors,  and  let  us  think  no  more  of  war, 
in  pity  to  our  old  men,  women  and  children" — Inti- 
mating, by  this  laft  expreffion,  that  it  was  mecr  com- 
panion to  them,  and  not  inability  to  fight,  that  made 
cheir  nation  defire  peace* 

He  then  produced  a  treaty  held  with  the  govern- 
ment of  Penfylvania,  1701,  and  three  meiTages  or 
letters  from  that  government  of  different  dates  i  and 

concluded  thus 

•  "  Now,  brother,  I  beg,  we  who  are  warriors, 
may  fprget  our  difputes  •,  and  renew  the  friendlhip 
which  appears  by  thefe  papers  to  have  fubfiftcd  be^ 
tween  our  fathers."  —  He  piomifed,  in  behalf  of  the 
reft  of  their  nation,  who  were  gone  to  a  great  dif- 
Eance  to  hunt,  and  could  not  have  notice  to  attend 
the  treaty,  that  they  fliould  ceruinly  come  to  Fort 
Pitt  in  the  fpring,  and  bring  the  remainder  of  the 
prifoners  with  them. 

As  the  feafon  was  far  advanced,  and  the  Colonel 
could  not  ftay  long  in  thefe  remote  parts,  he  was 
obliged  to  reft  fatisficd  with  the  prifoners  the  Shawa- 
oefe  had  brought  -,  taking  hoftages,  and  laying  them 
under  the  ftrongeft  obligations,  for  the  delivery  of 
the  reft :  knowing  that  no  other  eftedual  metnod 
could  at  prefent  be  purfiicd. 

And  here  a  fcene  is  to  be  entered  upon,  refcrved 
on  purpofe  for  this  place,  that  the  thread  of  the  fore- 
going narrative  might  not  be  interrupted a  fcene, 

which  language  indeed  can  but  weakly  defcribe ;  and 
to  which  the  poet  or  painter  might  have  repaired  to 
enrich  their  higheft  colourings  of  the  variety  of  hu- 
man paflioriS :  the  philofopher,  to  find  ample  fubjed: 

i»w  expreffion  of  "  fending  it  up  to  GoJ,  or  the  Good  Spirit,"  a 
much  llroDgtT  emblem  of  the  pcncancncy  and  (Icdfallnefb  of  the 
peace  now  10  be  nude. 
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for  bU  moft  ferious  re&edkMu  i  «i<)  the  man,  to  net' 
cife  all  the  tender  and  fympathetic  fctiHngs  of  the  foul. 
This  fcene  was  the  arrinl'*of  the  priluncrs  h  the 
camp  :  where  were  to  be  feen  futhcrs  ^nd  mothers  rc' 
cognizing  and  clafping  their  once-loll:  balws -,  huf- 
bands  hanging  round  the  necks  ot*  their  newly.rcco- 
vered  wivtfs  %  fifters  and  brothers  nnexpeftedly  meet- 
ing tt^ther  after  long  reparation,  fcarce  able  to  fpealt    ! 
the  feme  language,  or,  forTometimc,  to  befurcthai 
they  were  children  of  the  fame  parents !     In  all  thefc 
interviews,  joy  and  rapture  inexprelTibie  were  fecni 
while  feelings  of  a  very  different  nature  were  painted 
in  the  looks  of  others.     I'he  Indians  too,  as  if  wholly 
forgetting  their  ufual  favagetiefs,  bore  a  capital  part  i 
in  heightening  this  aScding  fcene  ;  (hey  delivered  up  ^ 
their  beloved  captives  with  the  utmoil  rduftancc,  re-  j 
commending  them  to  the  care  and  protection  of  the  I 
commanding  officer.    Their  regatd  lo  them  continued  i 
^1  the  time  they  remained,  in  camp.     They  vifited  f 
rhem  from  day  to  day  i  and  biDUghi  them  whu  corn,  * 
fkins,  horfes  and  other  matters,  they  had  bellowed  ' 
on  them,  while  in  their  families;  accompanied  will 
other  prefcnts,  and  all  the  marks  of  the  moft  Gncere 
and  tender  aSeftion.     Nay,  they  did  not  ftop  hefCf 
but,  when  the  army  marched,  fome  of  the  IndiiM 
folicited  and  obtained  leave  to  accompany  their  former 
captives  all  the  way  to  Fort  Piit,  and  employed  them*  ' 
(etves  in  hunting  and  bringing  provifions  for  them  on 
the  road.     A  young  Mingo  carried  this  ftill  farthcTt 
-and  gave  an  inftance  of  love  which  would  make  > 
figure  even  in  romance.    A  young  woman  of  Virgiiui 
was  among  the  captives,  to  whom  he  had  formed  fi» 
Itrong  an  attachment,  as  to  call  her  his  wite.  Againft 
all  remonftrances  of  the  imminent  danger  to  which 
he  expofed  himfelt"  by  approaching  to  the  frontiers, 
he  perfifted  in  following  her,  at  the  rilfc  of  being 
killed  by  the  furviving  relations  of  many  unfortunate 
perfuns,  who  had  been  captivated  or  fcaiped  by  thofe 
of  his  nation. 

ThoA 
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'  Thofe  qualities  in  favages  chalknge  our  juft  efteem. 
They  Aould  make  us  charitably  confider  their  bar- 
bacicies  as  the  efie£ts  of  wrong  education,  and  falfe 
notions  of  bravery  and  heroifin  -,   while  we  fhould 
kx^  on  their  virtues  as  fure  marks  that  nature  has 
made  them  fit  fubjeds  of  cultivation  as  well  as  us  : 
mnd  that  we  are  caHed  by  our  fuperior  advantages  to 
yield  them  all  the  helps  we  can  in  this  way.     Cruel 
and  unmerciful  as  they  are,  by  habit  and  long  ex- 
ample, in  war ;   yet,  whenever  they  come  to  give 
ivay  to  the  native  didates  of  humanity,  they  exercife 
virtues  which  Chriftians  need  not  blufh  to  imitate. 
^hen  they  once  determine  to  give  life,  they  give 
every  thing  with  it,  which,  in  their  apprehenfion, 
belongs  to  it.     From  every  enquiry  that  has  been 
nuuie,  it  appears-— that  no  woman  thus  faved  is  pro- 
ferved  from  bafe  motives,  or  need  fear  the  violation 
of  her  honour.    No  child  is  otherwife  treated  by  the 
peflbas  adopting  it,  than  the  children  of  their  own 
hody.    The  perpetual  flavery  of  thofe  captivated  in 
wa*,  is  a  notion  which  even  their  barbarity  has  not 
yet  fuggcfted  to  them.     Every  captive  whom  their 
afic&ioo,  their  caprice,  or  whatever  elfe,  leads  them 
to  lave,  is  foon  incorporated  with  them,  and  fares 
alike  with  themfclves. 

Among  the  children  who  had  been  carried  ofF 
young,  and  had  long  lived  with  the  Indians,  it  is  not 
to  be  expeded  that  any  marks  of  joy  would  appear 
on  being  reftored  to  their  parents  or  relations.  Hav- 
ing been  accuftomed  to  look  upon  the  Indians  as  the 
only  connections  they  had,  having  been  tenderly 
treated  by  them,  and  fpeaking  their  language,  it  is 
no  wonder  that  they  confidered  their  return  in  the 
light  of  a  captivity,  and  parted  from  the  favages  with 
tears. 

But  it  mud  not  be  denied  that  there  were  even  fome 

grown  perfons  who  (hewed  an  unwillingnefs  to  return. 

The  Shawanefc  were  obliged  to  bind  fcveral  of  their 

prifoners  and  force  them  along  to  the  camp ;  and 

Vol.  IL  P  ibmc 
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font  mdMb*  who  had  been  delivered  up,  aiVemtd 
fbuffd  totMt  to  eSetifk  and  run  back  ro  the  ladiu 
tihbns,  Soffi^.  who  could  not  make  their  cfcipc», 
driKW  ta  thur  Ikvage  arquaintance  at  parting,  tai . 
conbftuni  iMOf  days  i&  bitter  kmenutions,  cvcdr-' 
fufmg  fi^naince. 

For  the  honour  of  humanity,  we  woold  fuppoifi 
thofe  perfon*  to  have  beea  of  the  bweft  rank,  ciihtt 
bted  up  in  ignorance  and  diflrelTing  penur)-,  or  wb 
had  lived  lb  toi^with  the  Indians  as  to  t'ometall 
their  former  conne&ions.  For,  eafy  and  unconmaio- 
ed  as  the  favage  life  is,  certaialy  it  could  never  be 

Eiit  in  competition  with  the  blefTings  of  impro»til 
fe  and  the  light  of  religion,  by  any  perlbns  via 
have  had  the  happineis  of  enjoying,  and  the  capadlf 
of  difcerning  them. 

Every  thing  being  now  fettled  with  the  IndiilB, 
the  army  decamped  on  Sunday  iSth  November,  wi 
marched  for  Fort  Pitt»  where  it  arrived  on  the  iSA. 
The  wgular  troops  were  immediately  fcni  to  garriiJffl 
the  different  polls  on  the  communication,  and  (be 
provincial  troops,  with  the  captives,  to  their  fevcnl 
provinces.  Here  ended  this  expedition,  in  which  it 
is  remarkable  that,  notwithllanding  the  many  diffi- 
culties attending  it,  the  troops  were  never  in  want  of 
any  nectfiaries  ■,  continuing  pcrfeftly  healthy  during 
the  whole  campaign  ;  in  which  no  life  was  loft,  «- 
cept  the  man  mentioned  to  iiave  been  killed  at  Muf- 
kingham. 
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defires  and  wants,  being  few,  are  eafily  gratified,  and 
leave  him  much  time  to  fpare,  which  he  would  ipcnd 
in  idlenefs,  if  hunger  did  not  force  him  to  hunt. 
That  exetcife  makes  him  ftrong,  a£tive  and  bold; 
raifes  his  courage,  and  fits  him  tor  war;  in  which  he 
ufes  the  fame  ftratagems  and  cruelty  as  againft  the 
wild  beafts ;  making  no  fcruple  to  employ  treachery 
and  perfidy  to  vanquifh  his  enemy.  Jealous  of  hu 
independency  and  of  his  property,  he  will  not  fuflb 
the  leaft  encroachment  on  either ;  and  upon  the 
flighted  fufpicion,  fired  with  refentment,  he  bfecomes 
an  implacable  enemy,  and  flies  to  arms  to  vindicate 
his  right,  or  revenge  an  injury.  The  advantages  of 
thefe  favages  over  civilized  nations  are  both  natural 
and  acquired.  They  are  all  tall  and  well  limbed,  re- 
markable for  their  activity,  and  have  a  piercing  eye 
and  quick  car,  which  are  of  great  fervice  to  them  ia 
tlie  woods.  Like  beafts  of  prey,  they  are  patient^ 
deceitful,  and  rendered  by  habit  almoft  infenfible  to 
the  common  feelings  of  humanity.  Their  barbarous 
cuftom  of  Iciilping  tMlir  enemies,  in  the  heat  of  ac- 
tion ;  the  cxquifite  torments  often  inflifted  by  them 
on  tliofc  rcftTved  for  a  more  deliberate  fate  5  their 
{general  ferocity  of  manners,  and  the  fucceflts  where- 
with thc7  have  often  been  fluflied  ;  have  confpired  to 
rcmler  their  name  terrible,  and  fometimes  to  ftrike  a 
panic  even  into  our  bravcft  and  beft  difciplincd 
tioops. 

Their  acquired  advantages  are,  that  they  have 
been  in  J  red  to  bear  the  cxtreams  of  heat  and  cold; 
and  from  their  infancy,  in  winter  and  fummer,  to 
plunge  themfelvcs  into  cold  ftreams,  and  to  go  al- 
moft naked,  expofed  to  the  korching  fun  or  nipping 
frofts,  till  they  arrive  to  the  ftate  of  manhood.  Some 
of  them  deftroy  the  fenlation  of  the  flcin  by  fcratch- 
ing  it  with  the  fliort  and  fliarp  teeth  of  fome  animal, 
dilpofed  in  the  form  of  a  curry-comb,  which  makes 
them  regardlefs  of  briars  and  thorns  in  running 
through  thickets.  Rivers  are  no  obftacles  to  them  in 
rheir  wild  cxcurfions.     They  either  fwim  over,  or 
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of  rUver  and  wampum,  and  painc  their  faces  widi 
various  colo*jrs.  When  they  prepare  for  an  engise- 
menc  they  paint  themfelves  black,  and  fight  naked. 

Their  arms  are  a  fuGl,  or  rifle,  a  powder-hom,  a 
Ihoc-pouch,  a  to.T.ahiwk,  and  a  fcalping  knife  haog- 
ing  to  their  neck.  When  they  arc  in  want  of  fire- 
arms, they  fupply  them  by  a  bow,  a  fpear,  or  a  death- 
hammer,  which  is  a  (hort  club  made  of  hard  wood. 
Their  ufual  utenfils  are  a  kettle,  a  fpoon,  a  looking- 
glals,  an  awl,  a  fteel  to  ibrike  fire,  fome  paint,  a 
pipe  and  tobacco-pouch.  For  want  oi  tobacco,  they 
fmoke  ibme  particular  leaves,  or  the  bark  of  a  wil- 
low ;  which  is  almoll  their  continual  occupation. 
Thus  lightly  equipped  do  the  lavages  lie  in  w^t  to 
attack,  at  fome  difficult  pafs,  the  European  foldiers 
heavily  accoutred,  harraffed  by  a  tedious  march,  and 
encumbered  with  an  unwieldy  convoy. 

Experience  has  convinced  us  that  it  is  not  our  inr 
tereft  to  be  at  war  with  them ;  but  if,  after  havii^ 
tried  all  means  to  avoid  ir,  they  force  us  to  it,  (whiu 
in  all  probability  will  often  happen)  we  fhould  en^ 
deavour  to  fight  them  upon  more  equal  terms,  and 
regulate  our  manceuvres  upon  thofe  of  the  enemy  wc 
are  to  engage,  and  the  nature  of  the  country  wc  are 
to  aft  in. 

It  does  not  appear  from  our  accounts  of  Indian 
wars,  that  the  favages  were  fo  brave  formerly  as  wc 
have  found  them  ot  late  •,  which  muft  be  imputed  to 
their  unexpefted  fuccefles  againit  our  troops  on  fome 
occafions,  particularly  in  1 755  j  and  from  the  little 
fefiftance  they  liave  fince  met  with  from  defencelefs 
inhabitants.  It  is  crrtain,  that  even  at  this  day,  they 
fcldom  cxpofe  liieir  pcrfons  to  danger,  and  depend 
jeniirely  upon  their  dexterity  in  concealing  themlelves 
during  an  engagement;  never  nppearino;  openly,  un- 
lei's  they  have  llruck  their  enemit-s  with  terror,  and 
have  rhcrc-by  reiiJcrcci  them  inc.^.pable  of  defence. — 
From  whence  it  may  be  infLnvd  that,  if  they  were 
beat  two  or  three  times,  they  would  lofc  that  confi- 
dence 
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are  infinitely  more  a£tive  and  dangerous  than  the  hu& 
fars  and  pandours.  For  the  American  favages,  after 
their  rapid  incurfions,  retreat  to  their  towns,  at  a 
great  diftance  from  our  fettlements,  through  woods 
almofl:  impenetrable  to  foldiers  loaded  with  cloaths, 
baggage  and  provifions ;  who,  when  fatigued  with  a 
long  march,  mult  be  a  very  unequal  match  to  en- 
gage the  nimble  favage  in  woods,  which  are  his  na- 
tive element. 

An  £urop)ean,  to  be  a  proper  judge  of  this  kind 
of  war,  muft  have  lived  fome  time  in  the  vaft  fore& 
of  America ;  otherwife  he  will  hardly  be  able  to  con- 
ceive a  continuity  of  woods  without  end.     In  fpice    , 
of  his  endeavours,  his  imagination  will  betray  niBi 
into  an  expe6lation  of  open  and  clear  grounds,  and    { 
he  will  be  apt  to  calculate  his  manoeuvres  according-   | 
ly,  too  much  upon  the  principles  of  war  in  Europe- 
Some  remarks  here  may  not  be  amifs,  which  are 
founded  upon  obfervations  invariable  in  all  engage- 
ments with  ravages. 

The  firft,  that  their  general  maxim  is  to  furround' 
their  enemy.  The  fecond,  that  they  fight  fcattered, 
and  never  in  a  compaft  body.  The  third,  that  thef 
never  ftand  their  ground  when  attacked,  but  imme- 
diately give  way,  and  return  to  the  charge. 

Thefe  principles  being  admitted,  it  follows-rr— 
I.  That  the  troops  deftined  to  engage  Indians,  muft 
be  lightly  cloathed,  armed  and  accoutred.  2.  That 
having  no  refiftance  to  encounter  in  the  attack  or  de- 
fence, they  are  not  to  be  drawn  up  in  clofe  order, 
which  would  only  expofe  them  without  neceflity  to  a 
greater  lofs.  And,  laftly,  that  all  their  evolutions 
muft  be  performed  with  great  rapidity  -,  and  the  men 
enabled  by  exercife  to  purfue  the  enemy  clofely,  when 
put  to  flight,  and  not  give  them  time  to  rally. 

Thefe  remarks  will  explain  the  rcafons  of  the  alte- 
rations pfopol'cd  in  the  formation  of  a  corps  of  troops, 
for  the  fci  vice  of  the  woods.  It  is  not,  however,  to 
be  expected  that  this  method  will  remove  all  ob- 

ftacles^ 
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ftacles ;    but,  difcipline  and  praftice  may  in  a  great 
Bieafure  fupply  the  want  of  other  advantages. 

General  Idea  of  an  Eftabliihment  of  Light  Troops, 

for  the  Service  of  the  Woods. 

In  order  to  be  better  underftood,  let  us  fuppofe  a 
corps  of  500  men  to  be  raifed  and  difciplined  for  the 
woods,  with  two  troops  of  light  horfe,  to  which  a 
company  of  artificers  might  be  added.  The  fitteft 
men  for  that  fervice  would  be  the  natives  in  America 
bred  upon  the  frontiers,  and  inlifled  between  the  age 
of  15  and  20  years,  to  be  difcharged  between  30 

and  35-  . 

The  cloathing  of  a  foldier  for  the  campaign  might 
conQft  of  a  ihort  coat  of  brown  cloth,  lappelled,  and 
without  plaits  *,  a  ftrong  tanned  fhirt,  fliort  trowiers, 
leggins,  mokawfons  or  fhoe  packs,  a  failor's  hat,  a 
blanket,  a  knapfack  for  provUions,  and  an  oiled  fur- 
tout  againft  the  rain.  This  may  be  made  of  a  large 
chequed  fhirt,  with  the  opening  of  the  breaft  conti- 
nued down  to  the  bottom,  and  the  wriftbands  cut  off 
to  throw  the  fleeves  open  and  large  :  this  being  care- 
fully oiled,  will  be  very  light,  and  yet  fecurely  cover 
the  man,' his  pack,  ammunition  and  arms ;  and  if  the 
oil  be  mixed,  to  be  of  a  greenifh  caft,  the  watch- 
coat  will  be  lefs  confpicuous  in  the  woods.  To  this 
might  be  added,  in  winter-quarters  or  time  of  peace, 
three  white  fhirts  and  flocks,  with  a  flannel  waifl- 
coat. 

Their  arms,  the  befl  that  could  be  made,  fhould 
be  fhort  fufils  and  ibme  rifles,  with  bayonets  in  the 
form  of  a  dirk,  to  fcrve  for  a  knife;  with  powder- 
horns  and  fliot-pouches,  fmall  hatchets  and  leathern 
bottles  for  water. 

The  firft  thing  they  arc  to  lenrn  is  to  walk  well, 
afterward  to  run;  and,  in  order  tv-)  excite  emula- 
tion, fmall  premiums  might  from  time  to  time  be 
given  to  thofc  who  diftinguilh  themfclvcs.      They 

mull 
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muft  then  run  in  ranks,  with  open  files,  and  wheel 
in  that  order ;  at  firft  flowly,  and  by  degrees  increafe 
their  fpccd ;  this  evolution  is  difficult,  buc  of  the  ut- 
moft  confequence  to  fall  unexpectedly  upon  the  flank 
of  the  enemy.  They  are  to  difpcrfe  and  rally  at 
given  fignals ;  and  pasricular  colours  (hould  be  given 
to  each  company,  for  them  to  rally  by  :  the  men  muft 
be  ufed  to  leap  over  logs  and  ditches,  and  to  carry 
burthens  proportioned  to  tiieir  ftrength. 

When  the  young  foldiers  are  perfcA  in  thefe  tt- 
ercifes,  they  may  receive  their  arms,  with  which  they 
are  to  perfortn  the  former  evolutions  in  all  forts  of 
jgrounds.  They  will  next  be  taught  to  handle  their 
arms  with  dexterity.  They  ought  to  learn  to  fwim, 
pulhing  at  the  fame  time  their  cloaths,  arms,  and 
ammunition  before  them,  on  a  fmall  raft;  and  to 
make  ufe  of  fnow-lhoes.  They  muft  then  be  fet  to 
work,  and  be  taught  to  throw  up  zn  intrenchment, 
open  a  trench,  make  fafcincs,  clays  and  gabions,  &c. 
By  example  and  praftice,  the  moft  ingenious  among 
them  will  foon  become  tolerable  good  arti^l^  m  all 
thefe  employments. 

To  compleat  this  eftabliftiment,  they  fliould  have 
two  troops  of  light  horfc,  fuppofe  of  50  men  each, 
officers  included.  The  men  arc  to  perform  the  fame 
cxercifes  as  the  foot,  and  afterward  b^  taught  to  ride, 
particularly  to  be  very  alert  at  mounting  and  dit 
mounting  with  their  arms  in  their  hands ;  to  gallop 
through  the  woods,  up  and  down  hills,  and  leap  over 
logs  and  ditches. 

'I'lie  horlcs  ought  to  be  bought  up  on  the  frontiers, 
where  they  are  bred  and  uiVd  to  feed  in  the  woods, 
and  are  llrong  and  hardy.  This  corps  fliould  be  equip- 
ped as  :hc  foot,  having  only  a  fhort  rifle  in  lieu  of  a 
fufjl,  ?AvA  a  b.'.tde-axc  with  a  long  handle;  the  only 
fort  or  arms  they  fliciild  make  nfe  of  in  ihe  charge. 

t'.vciy  iiyht  huriVr.ia:!  cnioht  to  be  provided  with  a 

hlocd-hcur.d,  v/hich  wcnld  he  ufcful  to  find  out  the 

.encinifrs  ambuflies,  an.l  to  follow  th^rir  tracks  •,  they 

7  ■  v%ould 


the  SAVAGES  of  NORTH- AMERICA.  119 

would  feize  the  naked  favages,  or  at  Icaft  give  time 
to  the  horlemen  to  come  up  to  them ;  and  M^ould  add 
to  the  fatcty  of  the  camp  at  night. 

The  company  of  artiticcrs  flibuld  be  compofed  of 
the  cnoft  u&ful  tradefmen,  and  ought  to  be  main- 
tained at  all  times  for  the  inftruAion  of  the  foldiers, 
the  ufe  of  the  fettlement,  or  the  fervice  of  the  army, 
during  the  campaign.  It  will  now  be  time  to  draw 
forth  this  military  colony  and  remove  them  to  the 
ground  laid  out  for  that  ufe  in  the  woods,  and  at  a 
good  diftance  from  the  inhabitants.  The  nature  of 
this  fettlement  will  hereafter  be  more  particularly  de- 
fcribed. 

Neccflity  creating  induftry,  our  young  foldiers  will 
foon  provide  themfelves  with  the  mod  ulcful  articles, 
and  in  a  couple  of  years  be  able  to  raifc  provifions  for 
themfelves.     While  the  greateft  part  will  be  employ- 
ed in  clearing  the  ground,  fencing,  ploughing,  Tow- 
ing, planting,    buildino;,    and  making   utenfils  and 
hoiilhold  furniture ;  others  might  hunt  with  their  of- 
ficers, and  remain  a  fortnight  or  a  month  out  of  the 
camp,  without  other  provifions  than  a  little  flour,  and 
what  they  could  procure  by  hunting  and  fifhing : 
then  to  be  relieved,  and  the  whole  trained  up  in  that 
way.     The  military  excrcifes  muft  ftill  be  kept  up 
and  prai^ifed,  and  great  care  taken  to  inculcate  and 
prcfcrvc  purity  of  manners,  obedience,  order  and  de- 
cency among  the  men  •,  which  will  be  found  much 
cafier  in  the  woods  than  in   the  neiprhbourhood  of 
towns. 

In  order  to  make  this  military  eftablifhment  more 
generally  ufcful,  the  foldiers  ftiould  only  receive  a 
very  fmall  part  of  their  pay  •,  leaving  the  remainder 
in  the  military  cheft.  Their  accounts  Ihould  be  fettled 
every  year,  and  when  their  fervices  (hould  entitle 
them  to  their  dil'charge,  each  of  them  ought  to  have 
200  acres  of  land  given  him,  in  a  diftrict  appropri- 
ated for  that  purpol'c  -,  and  receiving  then  the  whole 
balance  pf  pay  due  to  them,  they  would  be  enabled 

to 
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to  compleat  their  fettkment.  This  inititution  appein 
not  only  pradicable,  but  cafy,  if  attended  lo  with 
patience,  aflTiduicy  and  firmnefs. 

Let  us  fuppofe  a  fenletnent  to  be  formed  for  one 
hundred  families,  compofed  of  five  perfons  each,  upon 
an  average.  Lay  out  upon  a  river,  or  creek,  if  it  eui 
be  found  conveniendy,  a  fquare  of  one  thoufand  fevcn 
hundred  and  fixty  yards,  or  a  mile  for  each  fide. 

That  fquare  will  contain     ...       640  acres 
Allowing  for  ftreets  and  public  ufes    40! 
To  half  an  acre  for  every  houfe    -      50  >  640  acres 
To  1 00  lots  at  five  and  half  acres    -    550  j 

The  four  fides  of  the  fquare  meafurc  7040  yards, 
which  gives  to  each  houfe  about  70  yards  front 
to  (lockacie,  and  the  ground  allowed  for  building  will 
l)C  210  feet  front,  and  about  100  feet  deep. 

An  acre  of  ground  will  produce  at  lead  30  bufhels 
of  Indian  corn.  Therefore,  two  acres  arc  fufficient  to 
fupply  five  perfons,  at  the  rate  of  twelve  bulhels  each ' 
pcrton.  Two  other  acres  will  be  a  pafture  for  cows 
and  (hcep,  another  acre  for  hay,  to  be  fown  with  red 
clover.  'I'hc  remaining  half  acre  may  be  laid  out  for 
a  garden. 

Round  the  town  are  the  commons,  of  three  miles 
jquarc,  containing,  cx< lufive  of  the  lots  abovemen- 
tioncil,  5120  acres.  On  three  fides  of  the  town,  five 
t)ther  Iquaics  will  be  laid  out  of  three  fquare  miles,  con- 
taining 5760  acres  each,  one  of  which  is  refervcdfor 
wood  for  the  ulc  of  the  fettlementj  the  other  four  to 
br  iliviilcd  into  35  out-lots  or  plantations,  of  about 
2  ^o  acres  each,  fo  that  in  the  four  fquares,  there  will 
Iv  one  hundred  fuch  plantations,  for  the  hundred 
families. 

Anoilur  townlhip  may  be  laid  out  joining  to  this, 
ujH):)  the  fame  ]>lan,  and  as  inany  more  as  might  be 
Uijiiiied,  upon  the  fame  line,  without  lofing  any 
ground. 

\\  hen  a  corps,  like  that  above  defcribed,  has  fer\'- 
ed  t!:e  lime  limited,  na.Ticly  from  their  15th  to  iheir 
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35th  year,  what  vaft  fatisfa£tion  would  it  be  to  pay 
over  to  them  their  fhare  of  iavings  from  the  public 
cheft ;  and,  as  a  reward  of  their  faithful  toils,  to  veft 
them  and  their  heirs  with  plantations,  which  they 
would  now  be  able  to  cultivate  as  their  own  ?  This 
profpeft  would  engage  many  people  to  enter  their 
fons,  in  fuch  corps  ^  and  thofe  veterans,  when  thus 
difcharged,  would  not  only  be  the  means  of  forming 
and  animating  others  by  their  example,  but  in  cafe 
of  a  war,  would  ftill  bravely  maintain  the  property 
they  had  fo  honourably  acquired,  and  be  the  greateft 
fccurity  of  the  frontier  where  they  are  fettled. 

It  is  not  practicable  to  employ  large  bodies  of 
troops  againft  Indians ;  the  convoys  neceifary  for  their 
fupport  would  be  too  cumberfome,  and  could  neither 
be  moved  with  eafe,  nor  protefted.  It  would  be 
better  to  Ht  out  feveral  fmall  expeditions,  than  one 
too  unwieldy.  A  corps  intended  to  ad  ofFenfively 
fhould  not  exceed  the  following  proportions. 

Two  regiments  of  foot  -  -  -  .  goo 
One  battalion  of  hunters  .  .  .  -  goo 
Two  troops  of  light  horfe  -  -  -  -  100 
One  company  of  artificers  -  •  ^  -  20 
Drivers  and  neceflary  followers      -      -.-      -    280 

In  all      1800 


The  firft  article  to  provide  is  the  provifions,  and 
next  the  carriages. 

The  daily  ration  of  a  foldier  in  the  woods  (hould 
confid  of  one  pound  and  a  half  of  meat  (which  re- 
quires no  carriage)  and  one  pound  of  flour,  with  a 
gill  of  fait  per  week. 

Upon  that  allowance  1 800  men  1 
will  require  for  fix  months  or  182  >  327,6001b.  flour, 
days         .        .         -         -  J 

Allowing  one  fourth  for  accident        8 1,900 

^  ■    ■     ■— ^— .— — fi 

For  fix  months  409,500  lb.  flour. 

Meat 
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Meat  fof  the  fame  time,  with  a  1 
fourth-part  more  for  accidents,  or  >  614,400  lb.  meafi 
2048  beeves  at  300  lb.  each         J 

Salt  for  26  w^eks        -      -      -  182  bu(hel% 

The  above  quantity  vfould  fervc  the  whole  cam- 
paign ;  but  one  half  would  be  fuSicient  to  penetrate 
from  the  laft  depofit  into  the  heart  of  the  enemy's 
country :  therefore  we  (hall  compute  the  carriages  fbf 
this  lalt  quantity  only. 

To  reduce  the  exorbitant  number  of  horfes^  ufualljr 
required,  and  the  great  expence  attending  them ;  in 
fuch  parts  of  the  country  as  would  admit  of  it,  carts, 
drawn  each  by  four  oxen,  and  carrying  about  1300  lb. 
or  fix  barrels  of  flour,  would  be  infinitely  preferable. 
The  above  quantity  of  204,7501b.  will  then  be  car- 
ried by  1 60  carts,  drawn  by  -  -  640  oxen. 
Spare  oxen  with  the  army       -       -       -       384 

The  number  of  oxen  wanted          1024 


This  method  would  not  be  fo  expeditious  as  the 
carriage  by  horfcs,  and  would  require  more  time  and 
attention  in  cutting  the  road,  and  bridging  the  fwam- 
py  places,  &c.  but,  on  the  other  hand,  what  an  ex- 
pence  would  be  faved !  and  by  killing  the  oxen  in 
proportion  as  the  flour  is  ufed,  and  abandoning  the 
carts,  the  convoy  is  daily  reduced  :  and  the  grafs 
near  the  encampment  will  not  be  fo  foon  confumed, 
which  is  not  the  cafe  with  horfes,  which  muft  equally 
be  fed  though  unloaded.  This  is  an  objeft  of  con- 
Tcqucnce,  particularly  near  the  end  of  the  campaign, 
when  the  fcarcity  of  fodder  obliges  to  move  the  camps 
every  day,  and  to  place  them  m  low  and  difadvan* 
tageouf;  grounds. 

There  are  few  rivers  in  North  America  deep  in 
fummer,  and  which  thefe  carts  with  high  and  broad 
wheels  could  not  ford  -,  but  if  the  contrary  Ihould 
happen,  the  carts,  provifion  and  baggage,  may  be 
rafted  over,  or  a  bridge  built.     In  a  country  full  of 

timber^ 
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Part  of  the  hunters  (a)  io  three  divifions  detach- 
ing fmall  parties  (5*  6)  u>  their  front  and  to  their 
right  and  lot,  to  kwrch  the  woods  and  difcover  the 

eiumy. The  artificers  and  axe-men  (4}  to  cut  a 

road  for  the  convoy,  and  two  paths  on  the  right  and 
left  for,  the  troops.— One  hundred  and  fifty  of  the 
regular  troops  ( 1 )  in  two  files,  who  are  to  form  the 
front  of  the  Iquare  j  thefe  march  in  the  center  road. 
——Two  hundred  and  fifty  regulars  ( 1 )  in  one  file 
by  the  right  hand  path  -,  and  1 50  ( i )  by  the  left  h^d 
path,  are  to  form  the  long  fuces. Tliefe  arc  fol- 
lowed by  150  regulars  (i)  in  two  files,  who  are  to 

form  the  rear  of  the  fquarc. The  rcfcrvc  {7) 

compofed  of  100  regulars  in  two  files. The  reft 

of  the  hunters  (a)  in  two  files. The  light  horie 

(3.)— ^The  rear-guard  (5)  compofed  of  hunters,  fol- 
lows the  convoy  at  fume  diftance  and  doles  the  march. 
——The  fcouring  parties  (6)  who  fiank  the  line  of" 
narch,  are  taken  from  the  hunters  and  light  horfe, 
and  potted  as  in  plan  (fig.  1)  fome  orderly  light  horfiN. 
men,  attend  the  General  and  field-officers  who  com-' 

mand  the  grand  divifions,  to  carry  dieir  orders. •'. 

Two  guards  of  light  horfe  take  charge  of  the  cat- 
tie  (9-) 

The  Convoy  (8)  proceeds  in  the  following  Order. 

The  tools  and  ammunition  following  the  front  co- 
lumn.  ^Thc  ba^agc. The  cattle. The  pro-j 

vifions. 'I'hc  whole  divided  into  brigades,  and  the, 

liort'es  two  a-brcart. 

In  cafe  of  a  dcfde,  the  whole  to  halt  until  tfe;. 
ground  is  reconnoitred,  and  the  hunters  have  takes.'. 
|>ol1lirion  of  the  heights.  The  center  column  thea  . 
enters  into  the  defile,  followed  by  the  right  fiuxt  . 
atisr  them  the  convoy ;  then  the  left  and  rear  fiicCi 
with  the  ttlirrvc,  the  light  horfe,  and  the  rear-guanL  ^ 

The' 
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The  whole  to  form  again  as  foon  as  the  ground  per^ 
mics.    * 

Difpofition  to  reccitre  the  Eriemy,  Fig.  3. 

The  whole  halt  to  form  the  fquarc  or  parallelo- 
gram, which  is  done  thus.  The  firft  two  men  of 
the  center  column  ftand  fad  at  two  yards  diflance4 
The  two  men  following  them,  ftep  forward  and 
poft  themfclvei  at  two  yards  on  the  right  and  left. 
The  others  come  to  the  front  in  the  fame  manner,  till 
the  two  files  have  formed  a  rank,  which  is  the  front 
of  the  fquare. 

The  rear-facie  is  formed  by  the  two  file-leaders 
turning  to  the  center  road,  where  having  placed 
themfelves  at  two  yards  diftance,  they  face  outward, 
and  are  followed  by  their  files,  each  man  pofting 
himfelf  on  their  right  or  left,  and  facing  toward  the 
enemy  the  moment  he  comes  to  his  poft. 

As  foon  as  the  front  and  rear  are  extended  and 
formed,  the  two  long  faces,  who  have  in  the  mean 
time  faced  outward,  join  now  the  extremities  of  the 
two  fronts  and  clofe  the  fquare.  Thefe  evolutions 
tnuft  be  performed  with  celerity. 

To  reduce  the  Square. 

The  right  and  left  of  the  front,  face  to  the  center, 
where  the  two  center  men  ftand  faft.  Upon  the 
word,  March,  thefc  ftep  forward  and  are  replaced  by 
the  two  next,  who  follow  them,  and  fo  on  ;  by  v.*hich 
means,  that  front  becomes  again  a  column.  The  rear 
goes  to  the  rignt  about,  and  each  of  the  center  men 
leads  again  to  the  fide-paths,  followed  by  the  reft. 

While  the  troops  form,  the  light-horfe  and  each 
divifion  of  the  convoy  take  the  ground  aiTigned  to 
them  within  the  fquare,  as  if  they  were  to  encamp ; 
and  the  horfes  being  unloaded,  tv/o  parallel  lines  will 
be  formed,  with  the  bags  and  kegs  of  provifions,  to 

Vol.  II.  Q  cover 
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cover  the  nounded  and  the  men  unfit  for  a£lion.  Thi 
hunters  take  poft  on  the  moll  advanrageous  ground  «_ 
the  out-fide,  and  fkirmilh  wiih  the  enemy,  lill  the 
fquare  is  formed  j  vihtji,  upon  receiving  their  orden, 
they  retire  within  the  fquare,  where  they  take  thcjr 
poft  as  in  fig.  3. 

The  fmall  partjescrf"  rangers  (5)  who  have  Banked 
the  line  of  maich,  remai.1  on  the  out-hde,  to  ktcp 
off  the  enemy  and  obfervc  their  motions.  Whend* 
firing  begins,  the  troops  will  have  orders  to  fait  00 
ihcir  knees,  to  be  lefs  expolcd,  tiil  it  is  thought  pro- 
per 10  attack.-  The  four  faces,  formed  by  the  regu- 
lar troops,  arcdivided  tniopljtoons  cli^quered.  0« 
half,  compofed  of  the  bell  ;;nd  mblt  adive  foldici^ 
is  called  the  Firft  Firing.,  and  the  ocher  half  the  Se- 
cond Firing.  The  eight  platoons  at  the  angles  ate  of 
the  fccond  firing,  in  order  to  prel'ervc  the  form  of  tie 
fquare  during  the  attack. 

It  is  evident  that,  by  this  difpofition,  the  coovi^ 
is  well  covered,  and  thelight  troops,  deftined  fbrt^ 
charge,  remain  concealed ;  and  as  all  unexpefted  cycnB 
diiring  an  engagement  are  apt  to  llrJke  terror,  iffl! 
create  confufion,  among  liic  enemy  ;  it  is  natural  to 
cxpcd  that  the  favagcs  will  be  greatly  difconcertedB 
the  fudden  and  unforefeen  eruption,  that  will  fooft 
pour  upon  them  from  tlic  iniide  of  the  fquare  ;  and 
that,  being  vigoroiifly  atiacked  in  front  and  flank  at 
the  fame  time,  they  will  nciihcr  be  able  to  rcfifl,  WHi 
wlicn  once  broke,  have  time  10  rally,  fo  as  to  miiie 
another  ftand. 

The  fick  and  wounded,  unable  to  march  orridft 
arc  tranli^ortcd  in  litters  made  of  flour  bags,  throu^ 
which  two  long  poles  arc  paflcd,  and  kept  afunder  by 
two  fl:icks,  tied  acrofs  beyond  the  head  and  fectf> 
ftretth  the  bag.    Each  litter  is  carried  by  two  horfes- 
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Construction  of  Forts  againft  Indians. 

AS  we  have  not  to  guard  here  againft  cannon,  the 
fyftem  of  European  fortifications  may  be  laid  afide, 
as  expenfive,  and  not  anfwering  the  purpofe.  Forts 
.  againft  Indians,  being  commonly  remote  from  our 
fcttlements,  require  a  great  deal  of  room  to  lodge  a 
fufficient  quantity  of  ftores  and  provifions,  and  at  the 
fame  time  ought  to  be  defcnfible  with  half  of  their 
compleat  garrifons,  in  cafe  of  detachments  or  con- 
voys. 

A  fquare  or  pentagon,  with  a  block-houfe  of  brick 
or  ftone  t  at  every  angle,  joined  by  a  wall  flanked  by 
-  the  block-houfes,  appear  to  be  the  beft  defence  againft 
fuch  enemies.  A  ditch  from  feven  to  eight  feet  deep 
might  be  added,  with -loop-holes  in  the  cellars  of  the 
block-houfes  fix  feet  from  the  ground,  to  defend  the 
ditch. 

Along  the  infide  of  the  curtains  the  traders  might 
build  houfes  and  ftores,  covered  as  well  as  the  block- 
houfes  with  tiles,  or  flate,  to  gudrd  againft  fire-arrows. 
There  will  remain  a  fpacious  area  for  free  air  and  ufe, 
in  which  as  well  as  in  the  ditch,  gardens  might  be 
made  and  wells  dug.    ^ 

The  powder  magazines  might  be  placed  in  the  cen- 
ter of  the  area,  keeping  only  a  fmall  quantity  of  car- 
'tiidges  in  each  block-houfe  for  prefent  ufe. 

The  garrifons  of  fuch  forts  would  be  free  from  fur- 
prizes,  even  if  they  had  no  centinels  ;  for  nothing  can 
get  at  them,  while  the  doors  are  well  bolted  and 
barred. 

t  Experience  hns  demon  H rated  that  fortifications  made  of  wood 
'decay  very  foon^  and  are  on  that  account  of  confiderable  expencc. 
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A     SHORT     ACCOUNT 
of  the  AMERICAN  ISLANDS. 
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iHE  BERMUDAS  islands  were  difcovcrcd  by 
John  Bermudas,  a  Spaniard,  after  which  tfacf 
were  frequently  touched  at  by  his  countrymen,  ia 
their  paffage  to  the  Weft  Indies :  but  were  unknom 
'  to  us  till  the  year  159^)  when  one  Henry  May  was' 
fliipwrecked  upon  them  in  a  French  vcffcl :  but  they 
became  much  more  famous  by  Sir  George  Summen 
and  Sir  Hiomas  Gates  fuffering  the  like  misfortune  in 
their  paflage  to  Virginia  in  1 609.  Sir  George  fcnt 
.; ,  ^^  thither  a  fccond  time  to  fetch  hogs,  when  he  died  up- 
"^  'on  the  ifland,  at  above  60  years  of  age  ;  but  thou^ 
he  direfted  his  men  to  return  for  Virginia  with  blad; 
hogs  for  the  relief  of  that  colony,  they  having  ftwtd 
their  (hip  with  provifions,  fet  fail  for  Rigland,  and 
arrived  at  Whitchurch  in  Dorfetfiiire,  with  Sir  George 
Summers's  corpfe  on  board,  leaving  only  his  heart  and 
bowels  at  Bermudas,  where  twelve  years  after  Capt/ 
Butler  built  a  handfome  monument  over  them. 

Thefe  men  gave  fuch  an  account  of  the  country  ta 
the  Virginia  company,  that  120  perfons  of  the  feme 
Ibcicty  obtained  a  charter  from  King  James,  and  be- 
came the  proprietors  of  thefe  iflands,  whofe  namewa* 
changed  to  Summers's  Iflands,  from  the  above  gcni^ 
tieman :  they  are  by  our  mariners  called  the  Summer- 
Iflands,  a  name  they  well  defervc  from  their  pleafant- 
nefs  and  fertility. 

Thefe  iflands  lie  in  32*^  7,0  north  latitude,  andift 
35^  weft  longitude,  at  a  vaft  diftance  from  either 
continent  •,  fince  tlie  ncareft  land,  which  is  Cape  Ha^ 
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cams  in  Carolina,  lies  at  lead  250  leagues  to  the  weft 
of  them,  and  they  are  above  1 600  leagues  from  Eng- 
land. They  lie  very  contiguous  to  each  other,  in  the 
form  of  a  fhepherd's  crook ;  but  authors  differ  grcjjiti- 
ly  as  to  their  number,  fome  aflercing  there  arc  biif 
300  of  them,  while  others  affirm  there  are  more  than 
^00.  However,  fcarce  an  eighth  part  of  theai  are 
imhabited ;  and  all  but  Sc.  George's,  St.  David's,  and 
Cooper's  iflcs,  have  only  a  few  houfes  fcattered  up 
;uid  down.  There  are  none  of  them  of  any  confider- 
able  bignefs,  the  main  or  greateft  ifland,  which  \i 
called  St.  George's,  is  only  about  16  miles  in  length, 
ud  not  a  league  over  in  the  broadeft  place^  But  it  is 
^rtified  by  nature  all  round,  with  rocks  every  way 
iCXtending  themfclves  a  great  way  into  the  fca.  To 
its  natural  llrength,  efpecially  to  the  eaftypard,  where 
it  is  moft  expoi'ed,  the  inhabitants  have  added  that  of 
forts,  batteries,  parapets,  and  lines,  fo  well  difpoiedi 
jthat  they  command  the  feveral  channels  and  inlets  in^ 
to  the  fea.  Tliere  are  no  more  than  two  places  where 
(hipping  can  fafely  enter,  and  the  rocks  lie  fo  thick, 
that  without  a  good  pilot  from  the  Ihore,  a  veflcl  of 
ten  tons  could  not  find  the  way  into  thefe  harbours : 
but  being  once  known,  the  biggeft  fhips  in  the 
world  may  enter.  Indeed  all  thefe  iflands  are  fo  en- 
idroned  with  rocks,  that  they  feem  to  threaten  all  the 
Ihips  that  venture  on  the  coaft  with  prefent  deftruc- 
don ;  and  fo  many  have  been  wrecked  upon  them, 
that  the  Spaniards  gave  them  the  name  of  Los  Diabo- 
hsj  or  the  Dez-il's  Iflands. 

The  air  of  thefe  iflands  has  been  always  thought  ex* 
trtmely  healthful,  and  the  appearance  of  every  thing 
very  delightful  and  charming ;  whence  people  have 
been  accullomed  to  remove  thither  from  the  other  co- 
lonies, in  order  to  recover  their  broken  conftitutions. 
The  heat  in  fummer  is  very  fupportable  -,  and  with 
fcipeft  to  winter  they  really  have  none.  But  notwith- 
ftanding  the  finenefs  of  the  climate,  thefe  iflands  are 
fubjcdt  to  dorms  of  thunder  and  lightning. 

q^3  There 
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There  grow  here  all  the  plants  found  in  the  Weft 
Indies;    and  all   kinds  of  trees,    herbs,  roots,   and 
flowers,  brought  from  Europe,  thrive  to  perfeftion, 
Maize,  or  Indian  corn,  which  is  the  principal  fuppon 
of  the  people,  is  twice  reaped  ;  for  what  they  fow  in 
March,  they  reap  in  July  •,  in  a  fortnight  after  they 
fow  again,  and  reap  in  December.      Laurel,  olive, 
mulberry,  and  date  trees,  are  very  common ;  as  arc 
alio  palmettos,  which  are  a  kind  of  palm-tree,  and 
are  extremely  ufeful :  for  the  leaves  being  eight  or 
ten  feet  long,  and  near  as  broad,  they  cover  their 
houfes  with  them  inftead  of  thatch  or  tiles.     Thcfc 
trees  produce  a  very  lufcious  fruit,  in  (hape,  fizc,  and 
colour,   rcfcmbling  a  damafcene.     Their  forefts  alfo 
abound  with  a  variety  of  odoriferous  woods,   feme 
black,  fome  yellow,  and  fome  of  a  red  colour.     The 
berries  of  thelc  trees  have  the  ftyptic  quality  of  a  floc^ 
'  and  are  much  ufed  by  the  EngliQi  to  cure  the  fluz» 
which  they  frequently  get  by  eating  the  lufcious  palm- 
berries  too  greedily. 

But  among  a  multitude  of  (hrubs  and  trees,  pe- 
culiar to  thele  iQands,  and  equally  valuable  for  their 
timber  and  fruir-,  there  are  two,  which,  though  found 
in  other  parts  of  the  work],  have  a  peculiar  excellence 
here  :  the  firft  is  their  orange-tree,  whofe  fruit  in  point 
of  fize,  fccnt,  and  flavour,  far  exceed  thofe  either  in 
the  Wcfl  or  Eall  Indies :  the  fecond  is  their  cedar, 
which  is  lirmcr  and  more  durable  than  any  of  its  kind 
we  are  acquainted  with,  and  anfwers  in  every  refpeft 
to  oak  tirnlxT.  It  is  therefore  ufcd  in  fliip-buildingt 
and  the  bcft  iloops,  briganrincs,  and  other  fmall  vd- 
fels,  botli  for  fervice  and  fa-ling,  in  ufe  throughout  the 
Well  Indies,  are  built  at  the  Bcnv.udas. 

As  for  animals,  there  were  none  in  the  Bermudas 
but  hogs,  inl'cdls,  and  birds,  when  Sir  George  Sun^- 
mers  was  fliipwrecked  there  :  thefe  hogs  he  found  by 
fending  out  tv;o  or  three  of  his  own  to  feed,  which 
rambling  home,  a  huge  wild  boar  followed  them,  and 
being  killed  was  found  excellent  meat.     The  hogs 
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diey  afterward  killed  were  all  black,  whence  it  is  con- 
cluded, that  the  Spaniards  left  them  there  to  breed, 
becaufe  they  were  of  the  fame  kind  with  thofe  they 
carried  to  the  continent  of  America. 

Thefe  iflands  abound  in  more  fowl,  and  in  a  great- 
er variety,  than  are  to  be  found  in  any  part  of  Ame- 
rica :  and  they  have  as  great  plenty  of  fifh  as  of  fowL 
and  fo  many  forts,  that  authors  have  not  yet  found 
out  names  for  them  :  in  particular,  they  have  great 
numbers  of  turtle,  which  are  as  good  and  as  large  as 
any  in  the  world. 

The  infefts  in  thefe  iflands  are  generally  the  fame 
as  in  our  other  plantations,  excepting  the  fpider,  which 
is  thought  to  be  larger  here  than  m  any  other  country 
in  the  world  -,  but  the  beautiful  colours  wherewith 
they  are  adorned,  take  off  very  much  fcom  that  dif- 
tafte  which  otherwife  the  fight  of  creatures  of  this 
kind,  and  of  fo  enormous  a  fize,  would  naturally  oc- 
cafion.  One  of  thefe  fpiders,  with  his  legs  extended, 
takes  up  a  fpace  equal  to  that  of  a  man's  hand  with 
his  fingers  fpread  our.  Their  bodies  are  compofed  of 
two  parts,  one  flat  and  the  other  round,  not  unlike, 
cither  in  fliape  or  fize,  to  a  pigeon's  egg;.  Their 
mouths  are  covered  with  a  kind  of  grey  hairs,  fome- 
times  intermixed  with  bright  red ;  and  on  each  fide 
of  their  mouths,  they  have  a  crooked  tooth  of  a  fine 
poliftied  fubftance,  extremely  hard,  and  of  a  bright 
ihining  black  •,  and  therefore  they  are  often  fet  in 
fihrcr  or  gold  for  tooth-picks.  When  thefe  creatures 
grow  old  they  are  covered  all  over  with  a  dark  brown 
or  black  down,  fmooth  and  foft,  rdembllng  velvet. 
Their  webs  are  very  large,  fillcned  bet'.vcen  trees 
that  grow  at  fome  difl:ance,  and  arc  lb  llrong,  that 
birds  of  the  fize  of  a  thrufli,  are  fometimes  caught  in 
them. 

The  town  of  St.  George  fl:ands  at  the  bottom  of 
the  haven  of  the  fame  name,  covered  by  no  lels  than 
fixDr  feven  forts  or  batteries,  mounted  with  above  70 
pieces  of  cannon  5  fo  difpofed,  that  ihey  may  be  ail 

^'  0^4  brou^Kc 
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brought  to  bear  upon  any  fliip,  before  Ibc  can  mtkc 
her  entrance.  In  this  town  there  is  a  fine  church,  with 
a  good  hbrary,  for  which  the  inhabitants  are  indebted 
to  Dr.  'J  homas  Brav.  It  has  near  looo  handfomc 
hoLifcs,  and  a  town-hall,  in  which  the  governor, 
council,  and  aiTemblv  meet. 

Befidcs  the  town  and  divifion  of  St.  George,  there 
are  eight  fibes,  viz.  Hamilton's  tribe.  Smith's  tribe, 
Dcvondiire's  tribe,  Pembroke's  tribe,  Pagct's  tribe, 
Warwick's  tribe,  Southampton's  tribe,  and  Sandy's 
tribe :  of  tiicfc  Dcvonfhire  in  the  north,  and  South- 
ampton in  the  fouth,  are  parifhes,  and  have  each  a 
church  and  a  particular  library.  But  there  arc  no  pa- 
rifli  churches  in  any  of  the  leffer  iflands  ;  for  all  the  in- 
habitants arc  ranged  under  one  or  other  of  thefc  eight 
tribes.  The  number  of  people  in  all  thefe  iflands  has 
been  computed  at  9000. 

The  government  is  like  that  of  Virginia,  the  crown 
n|>p()inting  both  the  governor  and  council ;  but  the 
peop]'.'  by  their  rcprcfentatives  compofe  the  aflembly. 
'1  hey  have  f^-v/cr  byc-Liws  ihan  any  of  our  other  fettk- 
n'ii'nrs,  whicli  m/iy  be  imputed  to  the  fmallnefs  of 
ilu-lr  ir.ule :  l*)r  this  colony  produces  no  confiderable 
(\):i:nioJitv,  wiicrcbv  the  inhabitants  mav  obtain 
rirlic^i.  I'or  tluir  ct)mmcTce  chiefly  confifts  in  timber 
iiiul  p'.oviilons  in  buiUing  ihips  and  floops,  and 
Iei;d;nj;  tome  tobacco  to  England.  1  he  people  of  the 
Sumi!\'r  lihn^is  Teem  to  content  thcmll-lves  with  the 
plenty  .md  pUv.i'inv  of  their  country,  and  v.ith  enjoy- 
i:ii^  a  llill"  r.iid  (|i::et  rctrenr,  from  the  troubles  and 
Ciu-:  oi' i!-e  i..':  v*i*  the  N.orl !.  In  fliort,  the  inhabi- 
i.mrs  h;ve  eo/'l.i:uiy  i'lMlriMir.eJ  a  n^  [^  excellent  re- 
jnit.uio:\  ;::u!  the  Ikrnukl.v;  i:ro  equally  remarkable 
tor  iIk*  ll  lenels  oi' tlie  counny,  ar.d  the  honefty  and 
inii'!\i!.y  cft'^u'  peeple. 

'i  he  li:ii;v  ef  the  ce;;:i:i\\  rrui  the  amiable  cha- 
ra:U- r  01'  i!ie  »r'i.ibi::ir.:<,  iii.kiee.l  liie  learned  Dean 
In-ilxeiev  to  er.v\;:'ei::- 1.^'  erd"  :\\  :ic:u!rmy  at  the  Ber- 
\\\\\^^^  «i>r  I  rjn-o; in^  ulefiil  learnir-f:  aiui  :rjc  lelision 

in 
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j9  tlie  Weft  Indies :  when  the  focicty  for  the  propaga- 
:ion  of  the  gofpel  aflfiftcd  him  in  procuring  a  patent 
Tom  King  George  I.  for,  crefting  a  feminary  there, 
uid  contributed  to  the  expence  of  the  undertaking. 
Dr.  Berkley,  and  three  fellows  of  Trinity  College  in 
Dublin,  with  feveral  of  the  Do6lor*s  relations,  aftually 
embarked  on  this  undertaking ;  but  being  driyen  by  a 
lorm  to  Long-Ifland,  in  the  province  of  New 
Sfork,  the  Doftor,  with  K)s  companions,  vilitecj 
Bofton,  and  feveral  other  great  towns  in  New  Eng- 
land, where  they  preached  :  but  the  defign  of  ere6t- 
ing  a  college  being  laid  afide,  they  returned  home, 
and  Dr.  Berkley  was  foon  after  promoted  to  the  fee 
of  Cloyne  in  Ireland. 

The  LUCAYAN  or  BAHAMA  islands,  were 
the  firft  parts  of  the  new  world  difcovered  by  Colum- 
bus, who  arrived  firft  at  Guahani,  to  which  he  gave 
thcfiame  of  St.  Salvador  *,  bpt  the  Englifh  changed  it 
to  that  of  Cat  ifland.  The  Spaniards  never  thought 
irf  fettling  there,  but  afterward  contented  tbemfelves 
inth  cruelly  extirpating  the  native  inhabitants,  who 
li^ere  at  that  time  remarkable  for  being  the  beft  people 
b  all  America. 

It  being  thought  that  if  thefe  iflands  were  fettled, 
they  might  not  only  be  of  great  benefit  to  this  nation, 
but  be  a  conftant  check  on  the  French  and  Spaniards, 
in  cafe  of  a  breach  with  either  of  thofe  nations  -,  King 
Charles  II.  made  a  grant  of  the  Bahama  iflands  to 
Seorge  Duke  of  Albemarle,  Anthony  Lord  Alhley, 
John  Lord  Berkley,  William  Lord  Craven,  Sir  George 
Carteret,  and  Sir  Peter  Colliton. 

The  Bahama  iflands  are  fituated  to  the  north  of 
Cuba,  and  ftretch  to  the  north-»eaft  from  the  fouth- 
Rreft  between  21**  and  27*^  of  north  latitude,  and  be- 
ween  73^  and  81®  of  weft  longitude.  The  ifland  of 
Bahama,  which  communicates  its  name  to  the  reft,  is 
bated  in  the  latitucie  of  26°  30%  at  the  diftance  of 
ibout  20  or  30  leagues  from  the  continent  of  Florida. 
[t  is  about  ^o  miles  in  length,  but  fcarce  any  where 

16 
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16  miles  in  breadth,  and  in  many  places  not  half  fo 
broad.  It  is,  however,  very  pleafant  and  fruitful  i 
the  foil  is  remarkably  rich,  and  the  country  every 
where  abounds  with  brooks,  and  fprings  of  frcfli 
water. 

Providence   ifland    lies    in    the    centre    of  fomc 
hundreds  of  iflands,  fomc  of  them  many  miles  in 
length,  and  others  no  bigger  than  fmall  rocks  arifing 
above  the  water  -,  fo  that  it  is  extremely  dangerous 
for  (hips  to  be  forced  in  among  them  by  a  tcmpcft. 
This  ifland  lies  in  25°  north  latitude,  is  28  miles 
long,  and  1 1  miles  broad,    at  the   greatcft  breadth. 
The  moft  confiderable  profit  made  by  the  planters  of 
Providence  ifland,  arofe  from  the  misfortunes  of  fuch 
as  were  fliipwrccked,  or  from  thofe  who  in  a  winter 
voyage  to  the  continent  of  America  were  driven  to  the 
Bahama  iflands,  and  put  into  Providence  for  provi- 
fions,  which,  it  is  true,  had  little  or  none,  but  what 
came  from  Carolina  ;    however,  the  traders   in  the 
ifland  kept  fl:orc-houfcs  to  fupply  thofc  who  wanted, 
and  thelc  afforded  great  relief  to  unfortunate  ma- 
riners. 

The  lirfl:  governor  who  was  fent  to  Providence 
ifland  by  the  proprietors  was  Mr.  Chillingworth,  who 
went  there  about  the  year  1672,  when  feveral  people 
failed  from  England,  and  the  other  colonies,  to  fctdc 
there :  but  living  a  licentious  life,  they  grew  impa- 
li-.-nt  under  government,  and  Mr.  Chillirgworth,  en- 
deavouring to  bring  them  to  reafon,  they  afl^emblcd 
turnukuoully,  feized  him,  and  fliipped  him  off  for 
Jamaica-,  after  which  they  lived  as  they  thought  pro- 
per. Being  afterward  harafTed  by  the  depredations  of 
the  French  and  Spaniards,  the  inhabitants  at  length 
dilpcrled  to  other  places. 

At  length  the  Bahama  iflands  becoming  a  recep- 
tacle for  pirates,  and  the  houfe  of  lords  confidcring 
that  it  would  be  of  fatal  confequcnce  if  they  fell  into 
the  h:inds  of  an  enemy  -,  they  addreffed  her  majcfty 
Cjueen  Anne,  that  the  ifland  of  Providence  might  be 

put 
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put  in  a  pofture  of  defence :  but  this  advice  being 
ncglcfted,  their  lordfhips,  four  years  after,  addrefled 
his  late  majefty  King  George  I.  upon  which  he  was 
pleafcd  to  give  direftions  for  diflodging  thefe  pirates, 
ibr  making  fettlements,  and  ercdling  a  fortification. 

Capt.  Woodes  Rogers  was  now  appointed  gover- 
nor, and  failed  for  Providence  in  April  1 7 1 8,  with  a 
naval  force  for  fubduing  the  pirates.  In  the  mean 
time  Colonel  Bennett  governor  of  Bermudas,  fent  a 
floop  to  the  ifland,  ordering  them  to  furrender,  pur- 
fuant  to  a  late  proclamation.  Thofe  who  were  then  on 
-the  ifland  gladly  accepted  the  mercy  olffcrcd  them, 
and  promifcd  to  furrender  themfelves  as  foon  as  they 
could  get  a  paflage  to  the  Englifli  colonies ;  adding, 
that  they  did  not  doubt  but  their  companions  who 
were  at  fea  would  gladly  follow  their  eximple. 

Mr.  Woodes  Rogers  landed  on  the  27th  of  July, 
-when  he  took  poflefTion  of  the  forr,  and  caufed  his 
majefty's  commiflion  to  be  read  in  the  prefence  of  the 
officers,  foldiers,  and  about  300  people,  whom  he 
found  there  at  his  arrival  •,  and  began  to  regulate  the 
government,  and  to  reduce  it  to  orcier. 

By  thefe  methods  the  face  of  affairs  in  this  part  of 
the  world  was  entirely  changed.  The  town  of  Naflau 
was  rebuilt,  a  regular  force  eftabliflud,  and  planta- 
tions laid  out.  Soon  after  the  neighbouring  .fland  of 
Elcuther^  was  aljb  fettled  •,  for  about  60  families  fix- 
ing themfelves  thtrre,  erected  a  fmall  fort  f  )r  their  ds;^- 
.  fence.  The  like  was  done  in  Harbour  ifland,  where 
the  plantation  foon  grew  more  confidvrablc,  aiui  a 
larger  fort  was  built  for  the  proteftion  of  tlie  inha- 
bitants. 

At  length  Mr.  Rogers  returning  to  F.no;I.ind  was 
fuccceded  in  his  government  by  Capt.  Fix/.  *A'il;ia  > ; 
find  ever  fince  this  latl  fettlenicnt  of  thcfc^  iil  *r.J:>,  ^'rcy 
have  been  continually  iaiproving,  though  t.icy  aJ.- 
Yance  but  flowly. 


f    *36    ] 


A    BRIEF    VIEW    OF    THE 

ANTILLES  ISLANDS, 

With    their   Produce,   and   by  what    Natioh  • 

poffcffed.  I 


THE  Antilles  lie  in  form  of  a  bow  or  fcmi-circic, 
ftretching  almoft  from  the  coaft  of  Florida 
north,  to  the  main  continent  of  South  America,  ^| 
foiuh.  Some  call  them  the  Caribbecs  from  the  firft 
inhabitants  ;  though  this  is  a  term  that  moft  geogra- 
phers confine  to  the  leeward  idands.  Sailors  diftin- 
guifh  them  into  Windward  iflands  and  Leeward  iflands, 
with  regard  to  the  ufual  courfe  of  fliips  from  Old 
Spain  or  the  Canaries,  to  Carthagena  or  Nev/  Spain 
and  Porto  Belle.  The  geographical  tables  and  maps 
dillinnuifh  them  into  the  Great  and  Little  Antilles. 
Befide  the  original  natives,  they  are  inhabited  by 
En^lifh,  Spaniards,  French  or  Dutch :  yet  all  that 
are  inhabited  are  not  cultivated  5  and  fome  arc  quite 
defolate. 

The  firft  that  we  come  to  from  the  Bahamas,  are 
Cuba,  Hifpaniola,  Jamaica,  and  Porto  Rico  ;  which, 
with  Ibme  fmall  ones,  go  by  the  name  of  the  Great 
Antilles. 

The  ifland  of  CUBA  is  the  moft  confiderable  in 
fize,  and,  to  fiy  the  truth,  is  one  of  th'r  fineft  iflands 
in  the  uniYcife.  It  lies  ft  retched  out  from  weft  to 
caft,  having  Florida  and  the  Lucayos  on  the  north, 
Hifpnniol.i  on  the  wtft,  Jamaica  and  the  fouthern 
continent  on  the  lO'jth,  ar.d  tiie  gulph  of  Mexico  on 
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e  eaft.     It  lies  between  19^  30'  and  23®  of  north 

titudc,  and  from  74**  to  85^  15'  of  longitude-   Hcr- 

ra  fays  that  it  is  two  hundred  and  thirty  leagues  in 

ngth,  and  in  the  broadeft  part,  which  is  toward  the 

d  of  Hifpaniola,  forty  leagues,  in  the  narrowcft 

out  twelve. 

It  lies  within  the  tropic  of  Cancer,  and  is  by  faf 
c  moft  temperate  and  pleafant  of  all  the  Antilles<r 
to  the  foil,  it  differs  pretty  much  in  fhe  fcveral 
of  the  ifland.     All  the  weftern  part  of  the  coun- 
is  plain,  and  if  it  were  properly  cultivated  might 
fruitful,  though  as  it  is  it  mud  be  owned  that 
uch  cannot  be  did  of  it  on  that  head.     The  eaftem 
is  exceedingly  mountainous;  and  from  thence 
re  runs  a  chain  of  hills  almoft  throughout  the 
d  ;  but  the  farther  weft  you  go  they  are  the  lefi 
ugh  and  barren.     From  thefe  hills  there  run  down 
to  the  north  and  fouth  many  rivers,  and  amongft 
hem  two  pretty  confiderable,  which  bcfides  their  be- 
flowing  verdure  and  coolnefs  as  they  pafs,  are  full  of 
filh,  and  thofe  very  large  and  good.     The  greateft  in- 
conveniency  in  Cuba,  is  its  being  overgrown  with 
woods,  which,  whatever  the  Spaniards  may  pretend^ 
h  muft  be  owing  to  their  own  lazinefs,  and  nothing 
cUc  :  for,  as  they  admit,  the  country  was  well  peopled 
when  firft  difcovered,    it  muft  ncceffarily  liave  been 
;^  Icfs  thick  fet  with  trees.     Amongft  thefe,  however, 
I    there  are  fome  very  valuable,  particularly  cedars  of 
enormous  fize,  and  other  forts  of  odoriferous  wood, 
there  are  of  all  kinds,  more  than  in  any  other  of 
the  iflands ;  and  the  Spaniards  at  their  firft  landing 
'  baidng  fuffcred  fome  black  cattle  to  ftray  into  the 
WQods,  they  by  degrees  turned  wild,  and  have  fur- 
Aiihed  the  ifland  with  fuch  a  breed  as  make  now  the 
|>rincipal  part  of  its  riches.     We  have  before  obfcrved 
that  its  rivers  abound  with  fi{h,  to  which  we  muft 
now  add,  that  they  abound  alfo  with  a  creature  terri- 
ble alike  to  fifh,  beafts,  and  men,  viz.  the  alligator. 
6  It 
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It  is  thought  there  arc  more  of  this  fpecies  here  than, 
in  any  other  part  of  the  known  world.  Moft  writers 
confound  this  creature  with  the  crocodile,  and  indeed 
the  Spaniards  have  but  one- name,  viz.  Cay  manes,  to 
exprcfs  both ;  yet  it  is  certain  that  there  is  a  differ- 
ence, and  amongft  other  particulars,  in  thefe :  the 
legs  of  the  crocodile  are  longer  than  thofe  of  the  alli- 
gator •,  his  flcfh  is  not  mufky,  as  the  other's  is ;  the 
knots  on  the  back  are  thicker,  higher,  and  firmer. 
But  the  plaineft  and  moft  difcernible  difference,  and 
which  indeed  difcovers  itfclf  at  firft  fight,  is  this;  that 
the  crocodile  carries  his  tail  cocked  and  crooked,  with 
the  tip  turning  back,  like  a  bow,  whereas  the  alligator 
drags  his  on  the  ground. 

The  city  of  St.  Jago  de  Cuba  is  the  moft  ancient  in 
the  ifland,  and  is,  generally  fpeaking,  efteemed  its 
capital,  though  now  the  governor  refides  at  the  Ha- 
vanna,  and  only  fuch  of  the  Spaniards  as  have  eftates 
on  the  ifland,  and  are  contented  with  their  pofleflions, 
without  ir.cridling  much  in  trade,  inhabit  this  place. 
This  city  is  faid  to  have  been  dcftroyed  by  an  earth- 
quake about  the  clofe  of  the  fummer  1766. 

The  city  and  port  of  Havanna  ftands  almoft  direct- 
ly *fouth  of  Cape  Florida,  and  confcqucntly  commands 
the  gulph  of  that  name.  According  to  the  laft  and 
molt  cxaft  map  of  thefc  parts,  it  lies  under  23°  12'  of 
latitude ;  and  its  longitude  weft  from  London  is 
82^  13^  It  ftands  on  the  weft  fide  of  the  harbour,  in 
a  very  beautiful  nnd  plcafant  plain,  having  the  fea  be- 
fore ir,  and  being  iurroundcd  on  all  fides  by  two 
branches  of  the  river  Lapida.  The  buildings  arc 
fair,  but  not  hi[;h,  built  of  ftone,  and  make  a  very 
f^ood  appeaiTtncc,  tliough  it  is  faid  they  arc  but  mean- 
ly furniflied.  One  part  of  the  ifland  is  under  the  ju- 
rifdidion  of  this  city,  as  the  other  is  under  that  of 
St.  JagOi  but  the  diftriit  belonging  to  the  Havanna 
is  by  far  the  bcft  cultivated,  and  has  tl:e  moft  towns 
urid  villages  in  itj    and  thcfe  are  not  above,  fix  in 

5  number. 
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number,  which  (hew  how  ftrangcly  things  are  ma- 
naged in  this  part  of  the  world. 

*The  port  is  not  only  the  beft  in  the  Weft  Indies, 
but  perhaps  one  of  the  fineft  in  the  univerfe  :  it  is  fb 
capacious,  that  a  thoufand  fail  of  Ihips  may  ride  there 
commodioufly  without  either  cable  or  anchor  -,  and 
there  is,  generally  fpeaking,  fix  fathom  water  in  the 
bay.  The  entrance  is  by  a  channel  about  |^  of  a  mile 
in  length,  which  is  pretty  narrow,  and  through  it  you 
come  into  the  bay,  which  lies  like  a  bafon  at  the  bot- 
tom of  it,  with  a  fmall  ifland  feated  in  the  eaft  corner 
thereof.  At  the  entrance  of  the  channel  there  are  two 
ftrong  caftles,  which  are  fuppofed  to  be  capable  of 
defending  the  place  againft  any  number  of  (hips. 

We  arc  now  to  fpeak  of  the  commerce  in  this  port, 
which  is  the  moft  confiderable  of  any  in  America. 
We  will,  for  the  fake  of  perfpicuity,  divide  it  into  the 
particular  commerce  of  the  llle  of  Cuba,  and  into  the 
general  by  the  galleons.  The  former  confifts  in  hides, 
ufually  ftylcd,  of  the  Havanna,  which  are  excellent 
and  of  great  value  •,  fugar,  which  is  alfo  a  good  com- 
modity ;  tobacco,  admirable  in  its  kind ;  ginger, 
maftic,  allocs,  larfaparilla,  other  drugs,  and  great 
quantities  of  tortoifeQiell.  It  muft  be  obfcrved,  that 
the  commerce  of  the  ifland  of  Cuba  is  not  entirely 
confined  to  the  Havanna,  but  extends  itfelf  to  other 
ports,  particularly  St.  Jago,  where  there  are  frequent- 
ly many  little  vc(rels  from  the  Canaries,  and  other 
parts.  As  to  the  general  commerce,  this  port  is 
the  place  of  rendezvous  for  all  the  (hips  which  return 
into  Spain  from  the  Indies  j  lb  that  here  are  fre- 
quently fifty  or  fixty  iail  in  the  port  at  once.  The 
Havanna  was  taken  by  us  after  an  obftinate  fiegc  in 
1762,  and  reftored  in  exchange  for  Florida  at  the 
cnfuing  peace. 

HISPANIOLA,  which  is  alfo  called  St.  Domingo, 
was  by  the  natives  ftyle'd  Hayti.  It  lies  in  the  midft, 
between  Cuba,  Jamaica,  and  Porto  Rico,  and  is  Se- 
parated from  the  laft  only  by  a  narrow  channel.     It  is 

in 
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M\  Icit^iii  nvai  call  to  wcil  four  hundred  and 
iiulcv,  iiKi  :\\  breadth  from  north  to  fotitfa,  — <^. 

iiiiico .  It  In  i'urroundrd  h%  linle  iflaixls  wUdS; 
vv'tv  wvntvtmcnt,  and  of  grc^t  advantage  to  thek 
Nc.iiiix.  the  climate  is  acc:>rd:ng  to  its  fituadon, 
'.tv.nvX  hot«  yet  not  viihoL::  iomc  qualificatbii f 
iiK  \\!iKi.<^  which  blow  here  ai  ccnain  icaibns :  It 
v  ii.ts  Sere  at  certain  tixe?  cxrcffivcly,  yet  not  i 
i^.uvN  .ilskc ;  but  on  the  whole  it  cannot  be  lai 

•  Iw  la  is  hy  any  means  compirablc  to  that  rf 
I  "ic  wk\  alio  differs  very  coniderably,  being 
i»;.uv"\  extremely  rich  ar.i  ftniJe,  in  others  n 
^\sM  .uul  barren. 

llu'  Spaniards  were  for  n:*fi.r!y  years  the  Ibk 
ici!oi?t  i>t'  ihis  ifland,  ani  f^:  :o::^e  parr  of  that  time 
v^.iA  .1  \\-iy  ilourifliing  cvl.v.y  :   for  as  it  was  the 
o;  ■:Vii  dliVoverics,  fo  5:  v^::>  :he  cer, tre  of  their 
vvv-  5n  ihcie  parts.    B.::  vhcn  Peru  fell  into 
:^...'^  .,  .iud  they  began  to  r/::!^e  gTi-:Lr  additions  to 
Lv.-.-.^i.cs  on  the  conr.ritr:  ci  North  America, 
.    4  •.■   tv|.\an  to  be  i/gr.itc.  vhirh  encouraged  di 
V'v.uli  alunit  the  midviiC  c:  the  i-:^  ceritury  to  &■ 

•  w  nK  JVC'S  on  the  nonh  lZt  :  :iri  the}'  have  iifr, 
.v\»%»l  ihrir  fcttlcrr.tms  ib  ir/jch,  tha:  it  w^ould  be 
VI, »i  i»!ilv  jjupraaicabicr  loaticmrt  the  7er^iO^^]ng  ihenij 
t»u»  liny  nuf^ht,  if  thr.-  pieife.:,  v,\:ho;:r  any  conli-| 
,*i.iblc  ililliculry,  n:rJ:e  then^Jrlvcs  n-ai"iers  of  ih 
w  \\x\\i'  ifland;  which  in  dl  prcbablity  ihey  would  have 
%l»ni',  if  the  benefits  which  they  cr^w  frvj^i  the  neigb- 
IviiiihcKjd  of  th::  Spaniards  were  ncz  erearfr  than  anf 
whuli  (ould  be  derived  froiTi  their  e\"-:u*fio7. 

i'lic  commodities  of  this  ccur.tr-  ar^*  h;d;s,  fi^'gaft 
Ijingrr,  cocoa,  wax,  honey,  an:hergrea:e^  and  vanou! 
Kiiuh  of  woods  for  the  ul'e  of  vfyer?.  There  were  for- 
liicily  mines  of  gold,  the  richest  ihatcvcr  were  heard 
ii;,  iiiid  mines  of  filver  of  very  ccnilderablc  value,  but 
ihcy  arc  nov/  abandoned  as  nor  worth  the  workii^- 
*•'!  lie  capital  of  the  whole  iiland  is  the  cit\-  of  St 
lX)min{/o.     It  is  feated  on  the  louih  f.de  of  the  ifland, 

ti 
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dc  the  mouth  of  the  river  of  Ozama,  in  t  fine  pl^in^ 
Which  fenders  it  extremely  pleafant,' and  Ihewsicto 
great  advantage  from  the  fea.  It  is  a  large  well-built 
city,  and  contains  feveral  edifices  more  magnificent 
than  is  ufual  in  the  Indies. 

The  Streight  between  the  iflands  of  Cuba  and  Hlf- 
paniola,  which  is  about  18  leagues  over,  is  chat  which 
is  {o  well  known  to  us  by  the  name  of  the  windward 
pafiage,  by  which  our  fhips  fomecimes  return  from 
Jamaica :  but  as  this  pafiage  is  both  difficult  and  din- 
gerous,  it  is  feldom  that  fhips  make  choice  of  it,  but 
on  the  contrary,  fail  quite  round  the  ifland  of  Cuba, 
and  lb  through  the  gulph  of  Florida.  Hence,  in  few 
words,  the  importance  of  keeping  thefe  pafTages  free 
and  open  is  made  apparent,  for  otherwife  not  only  our 
navigation  fufFers,  but  by  degrees  the  inhabitants  of 
the  iQand  of  Jamaica  muft  be  undone,  and  that  ifland 
return  into  the  hands  of  its  old  poffefTors  the  Spaniards, 
even  without  the  trouble  of  an  invafion. 

St.  John  de  PORTO  RICO,  though  it  be  lefs  than 
cither  Cuba  or  Hifpaniola,  is  however  a  very  fine 
ifland.  It  is  in  length  from  eafl:  to  wefl  about  150 
miles,  in  breadth  between  50  and  60 ;  the  midft  of 
the  ifland  is  in  the  latitude  of  18^.  As  to  the  cli- 
mate, it  is  excefllvely  hot  in  fummer,  which  laflis  from 
May  to  September ;  and  very  moift  and  rainy  in  the 
winter  ;  the  foil,  however,  is  extremely  rich  and  fer- 
tile, abounding  in  fine  meadows,  well  flocked  with 
wild  cattle,  which  however  were  originally  of  Spaniih 
breed. 

The  capital  of  the  ifland  is  the  city  of  Porto  Rico, 
which  fome  fuppoib  to  have  been  fo  called  from  the 
excellence  of  its  port,  which  is  indeed  as  good  as  can 
be,  and  where  the  largeft  fhips  may  lie  in  the  utmoft 
fafety.  Porto  Rico  Hands  on  the  north  fide  of  the 
ifland,  in  another  joined  to  the  continent  by  a  caufj- 
way,  which  runs  directly  crofs  the  harbour.  It  is  the 
place  of  refidence  of  the  king  of  Spain's  governor, 
and  is  likewile  a  bifliop's  fee,  large  and  well  built. 
Vol.  il.  R  aui 
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and  better  inhabited  th^h  moft  Spanifh  citie$;  the  true 
reafon  of  which  is  its  bein^  the  center  of  the  contra- 
band trade  carried  oh  by  the  Englifh  and  Frepch, 
with  the  king  of  Spain's  fubjefts,  n6twithftandii% 
the  feverity  of  the  laws,  !ind  the  ekti^rdiHary  pre-^ 
caution^  taken  to  prevent  it.  There!is  a  .very  (t^im 
citadel  built  on  the  fouch-wcft  fide  of  .the  place,  whi^ 
commands  and  defends  it ;  and  befide  this'tliereis  a 
very  ftrpiig  caftle,  which  prbtedts  the  port. 

The  principal  commodities,  in  \frhichthe  traders 
of  Porto  Rico  deal,  are  fugaf,  ginger,  hides,  cotton- 
thready  or  raw  cotton,  caRTa,  maftic,  &c.  They  have 
alfo  great  quantities  of  fait,  and  make  a  confiderable 
profit  of  the  lale  of  their  oranges  and  lemons,  asftuit, 
and  in  fweet- meats.  They  have  a  grtat  many  good 
veffels,  in  which  they  fail  to  various  parts  6f  America  5 
and  this  it  is  that  affords  them  an  opporkunity  of  car- 
r}''ing  on  the  illicit  trade  before  mentioned, 

JAMAICA  is  fituated  in  between  17  and  18^  north 
latitude,  and  between  76  and  70®  wefl:  longitude.  It 
is  140  miles  in  length,  and  in  the  middle  about  6oiiv 
breadth,  growing  Icfs  toward  each  end.  It  is  about 
20  leagues  eafl:  of  Hifpaniola,  and  as  many  fouth  of 
Cuba  i  and  is  upward  of  1 50  leagues  to  the  north- 
ward of  Porto  Bello  and  Carthagena.  The  whole 
ifland  is  one  continued  ridge  of  hills,  which  run  from 
eaft  to  weft  through  the  middle  of  it,  and  are  gene* 
rally  called  the  Blue  Mountains ;  and  on  each  fide 
there  are  other  hills  much  lower.  The  mountainous 
part  is  very  fteep,  and  furrowed  on  the  north  and 
Ibuth  fides  of  the  higheft  hills,  by  very  deep  chan* 
nels,  made  by  violent  rains,  which  almoft  every  day 
fall  on  the  mountains.  All  the  high  lands  are  cover- 
ed with  woods,  in  which  there  is  very  good  timber, 
though  the  foil  is  there  extremely  barren ;  and  they 
aic  obliged  to  flioot  their  fibrous  roots  into  the  cran- 
nies of  the  rocks.  Moft  of  the  favannahs,  or  plains 
fit  for  pafture  and  cleared  of  wood,  are  like  our  mea- 
dow land^  and  He  near  the  fouth-fide  of  the  ifland„ 

where 
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^.IKhen?  a  perfon  ma^  ride  many. mil^s  without  meeting 
-^^ich  .the  leaCk  afcent.  J^l^c  favannahs  are  very  greca 
^nd  pleafant  after. r^iin  s  bu(  ^fter  a  long  drougl^t  look 
^^Ifcllow  9nd  parched^ 

^   Oliver  Cromwfll,  being  jTenfible  of  the  advanta? 
.^i^cs  tt^e  Spaniards  pbtained  from  th^ir  provinces  in 
j!^meric?,  fi3rm?d,a.prpjc(^  for  taking  from  fhcrn  tl)e 
^\]^pe  ifUpd  pf  .Hifpajiiola :  ^fid,  for  that  purpofe,  lent 
a  confide  rablc  fquadron  of  ipen  of  war,  coiTimandc4 
.  by^gcni;r;^l  Pcnn,  with  a  flf^t  of  tranfports  under  gc- 
.  ;i>ei^  Vienablcs ;  lyjth  which  they  failed  from  Portfr 
jDpMtl),  and  arrived  at  Barbadoes  on  the  1 5th  of  Ja- 
nuary, 1 654.     They  afterward  failed  to  Hifpapiola ; 
jvher?  being  repulfcd  with  Igfs,  it  was  refolvcd  tp  trv 
^hat  €Ouldl)e  dop^  againft  the  iQand  of  Jamaica. 

The. fleet  and. troops  being  arrived   at  this  lafl: 

,|flaj>d,  general  Vepables  ifilied  orders,  that  if  any 

.man  attemptc4  to  run  «way,  the  next  man  to  him 

.ftxould  put  him  to  death  ;  an^  that  if  he  failed  p  do 

f^tyheihould  be  liable  to  be  tried  for  h;s  life.     The 

,  troops  ^^ere  jao  fboner  landed  than  they  advanced  to- 

air^rd  the  fort,  which  they  made  themfelves  mailers 

of  wiiJ>  little  )ofs :  and  the  next  morning  when  the 

fui^  arofe,  began  to  mariph  toward  jhe  favannah  near 

.the  town,  when  fome  Spaniards  coming  forward  de- 

fired  to  treat :    but  this  that  general  refyfcd,  qnlefs 

.  ttey  would  fead  his  men  a  conlUnt  fupply  of  provi- 

.j^QtnSy  of  which  they  were  in  great  want;  and  10  this 

ithjp  Spaniards  coqfentcd,  and  aSuaily  performed  their 

promde.  After  which  a  capitulation  was  agreed  upon. 

Thus  the  fine  iQand  of  Jamaica  was  fubdued  :  and 

■  jthoughthe  Spaniards  continued  to  lurk  about  fome 

^  parts  of  it  forfevcral  years  afterward,  and  once  made 

a  bold  attempt  to  recover  the  place  ^  yet  colonel  Doy- 

Jy  forced  them  to  withdraw,  and  fo  effeftually  reckic- 

,cd  ^hc  whole  ifland,  that  at  the  reftoration,  the  Spa- 

•i^ards  yielded  it  to  the  crown  of  Great  Britain,  to 

vhich  It  has  belonged  ever  fince,  and  is  the  noblcit 

poflirQion  we  have  in  thofc  parts. 
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The  chief  ports  in  the  ifland  are  Port-Royal,  whicfc 
is  a  fine  and  capacious  harbour ;  Old  Harbour,  wludi 
lies  leven  or  eight  miles  weft  of  St.  Jago ;  Port  Mo- 
rant,  at  the  eaft  end  of  the  ifland ;  and  Point  Negrii 
at  the  weft  end  of  the  ifland  :  befide  which  there  are 
feveral  others  on  the  fouth  and  north  fides.  But  itii 
dangerous  approaching  the  coaft  without  a  pilot,  OD 
account  of  the  coral  rocks,  with  which  it  is  almoftftf- 
rounded. 

There  are  near  loo  rivers  in  Jamaica,  but  none  of 
them  navigable  •,  for  rifing  in  the  mountains  in  the 
middle  of  the  ifland,  iliey  precipitate  thcmfclfB 
down  the  rocks  to  the  north  and  fouth,  falling  m 
the  fea  before  they  have  run  many  miles.  They  fre- 
quently carry  down  with  them  large  trees  anci  grot 
pieces  of  rock ;  and  it  is  very  common  to  have  can- 
rafts  among  the  mountains  50  or  60  feet  high  :  yctk 
diy  years  water  is  very  fcarce  in  the  favannas  difbuK 
from  rivers,  fo  that  n.any  cattle  die  with  driving  n 
v>ater.  It  is  very  remarkable  that  fome  rivers  k 
the  mountains  rife  above  and  fink  under  ground  in 
many  places  •,  and  in  particular  the  Rio  d'Oro  ftHs 
and  rifcs  for  two  or  three  times.  Some  of  the  Iprings 
and  rivers  petrify  their  channels,  and  ftop  their  cou* 
by  a  cement  which  unites  the  gravel  and  fand  in  their 
bouoms.  There  are  ievcral  hot  fprings,  and  alio 
many  thn^t  are  lair,  and  form  fait  laguncs,  or  grot 
[j'jnds :  in  thcfc,  and  other  ponds  formed  by  the  fa 
v.;it  r,  great  plenty  of  fait  is  made  by  the  heat  of  the 
lull  cxhalino;  the  moifture. 

TWs  illand  b-^ing  7^  within  the  tropic,  has  the 
rr.i.lL'  wiiHl  continually  there,  which  is  on  the  fouih- 
il.ij  or'  I'r.c  iiland,  and  i?  called  the  Sea  Breeze.  It, 
c  •  i.c-s  :ioouc  ciglit  o'clock  in  the  morning,  and  in- 
L:v.;i'.-5  till  twelve  in  the  day;  and  then  as  the  fon 
c^TCjwa  lower,  it  decrcafes  till  there  is  none  at  four  in 
the  iifternoon.  The  land  brcczc  begins  about  eight 
in  the  evening,  blov/ing  four  leagues  into  the  fea;  it 
continue^  increafing  till  twelve  at^night,  and  decreafcs 

again 
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again  till  four.  Thus  as  the  land  wind  blows  at  night, 
and  the  lea  breeze  in  the  day  time,  no  (hips  can  come 
into  port  except  in  the  day  -,  nor  go  out,  but  at  break 
of  day,  or  very  foon  after. 

This  ifland  is  fo  very  fubjeft  to  earthquakes,  that 
the  inhabitants  expeft  one  every  year :  fome  of  thefe 
have  been  extreamly  dreadful;  particularly  in  the  year 
1692,  when  the  town  of  Port  Royal  was  almoft  fwal- 
lowed  up.  Thunder  is  heard  almoft  every  day  in  the 
mountains,  widi  the  rains  there ;  froft  and  fnow, 
however,  are  never  feen  in  this  hot  climate,  but  hail 
is  fometimes  feen  very  large. 

The  dews  are  here  fo  great  within  land,  that  in  a 
morning  the  water  drops  from  the  leaves  of  the  trees 
as  if  it  had  rained ;  and  the  rains  are  violent,  and  the 
drops  very  large.  Generally  fpeaking,  the  great  rainy 
feafons  are  in  May  and  Odober,  when  they  begin  at 
the  new  or  full  moon,  and  continue  day  and  night  for 
a  fortnight ;  fo  that  Sir  Hans  Sloane  obferves,  that 
all  the  level  places  are  laid  ibme  inches  under  water. 
[n  the  month  of  January  is  alfo  expefted  a  rainy  fea- 
fon  'y  but  this  is  neither  fo  conftant,  nor  fo  violent  as 
the  two  others. 

As  to  the  produce  of  the  ifland,  it  has  all  the  tro- 
pical fruits,  as  plantains,  cocoas,  pine-apples,  cacao 
or  the  chocolate-nut  -f-,  pimento,  cotton-trees,  woods 
for  dying,  mahogony  and  manchineel  wood ;  ginger, 
and  feveral  medicinal  drugs  and  gums. 

Pimento  is  another  of  the  natural  produ6tions 
of  Jamaica,  from  whence  it  is  called  Jamaica- 
pepper,  that  being  the  chief  place  where  it  is 
found.  This  tree  grows  on  all  the  hilly  parts  of 
the  ifland  of  Jamaica,  but  chiefly  on  the  north-fide : 
it  is  generally  left  ftanding  when  other  trees  are  felled, 
and  is  fometimes  planted  where  it  never  grew  before, 
on  account  of  the  great  profit  arifing  from  the  fruit, 
which  is  annually  exported  in  great  quantities  into 

t  For  an  account  of  this  tree  fee  Ulloa's  Voyage  omu. 
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Europe;  The  pirhcnto-trcc  flowers  iri  Ttfnc,  Tulf^ 
and  Auguft,  Iboner  or  later,  according  td  th6  ficu^ 
tion  and  different  feafon  for  rains ;  and  zittr  it  flovrerSf 
the  fruit  foon  ripens  :  but  in  clear  open  grounds  it  JJ 
fooner  ripe  than  in  thick  woods. 

Thtrre  is  no  great  difficulty  in  curing  or  pfeftrvii^ 
this  fruit :  this  is  for  the  moft  part  done  by  thft  K' 
groes,  who  climb  the  trees,  and  pull  off  the  twigs 
with  the  unripe  green  fruit  j  after  which,  fhcy  care- 
fully feparatc  the  fruit  from  the  twigs  and  lea\^es,  ahd 
cxpofe  it  to  the  fun  for  many  days.  The  mort  fra- 
grant and  fmaller  they  arc,  they  are  accounted  life 
better;  That  great  pnyfician.  Sir  Hans  Sloahfc,  olh 
ferves,  that  this  is  defervedly  reckoned  the  bcft,  riioft 
temperate,  mild,  and  innocent  of  all  fpices. 

The  wild  cinnamon,  or  more  properly  cariella  alb 
tree,-  alfo  grows  in  this  ifland.  It  rifes  lo  or  30  feet 
high,  having  many  branches  and  twigs  hanging  down- 
ward, and  forming  a  very  beautiful  top.  Tne  badi 
cdnfifts  of  two  parts  i  the  outward  bark  is  as  thiri  is 
a  fliilling ;  of  a  whitifhj  afh  of  grfey  colour,  with 
fome  white  fpots  here  and  there  upon  it,  and  fcvcrtl 
fhallow  furrows  of  a  darker  colour,  running  vafioilliy 
through  it.  7  his  bark  is  of  an  aromatic  taftc.  Tli 
inward  bark  is  as  thick  as  a  crown  piece,  fmooth,  and 
of  a  whiter  colour  than  the  outward  :  it  has  a  mudi 
more  biting  and  aromatic  tafte,  fome  what  like  thai  of 
cloves. 

All  the  parts  of  this  tree,  when  frefh,  abe  ver^ 
hot  and  aromatic  •,  but  the  inward  bark  of  the  tree  is 
what  is  chiefly  in  ufe  both  in  the  Englilh  plantations 
in  the  Weft  Indies  and  in  Europe,  and  it  is  feafily 
cured  by  only  cutting  off  the  bark,  and  letting  it  dry 
in  the  ftlatle.  The  ordinary  fort  of  people  in  the 
Well  Indies  ufc  it  inftead  of  all  other  fpices,  it  being 
thought  very  good  to  confume  the  immoderate  humi- 
dity of  the  ftomachj  to  help  digeftion,  and  expel 
wind.  Runi  lofes  its  difagreeable  fmell  if  mixed  with 
''^'^B  bafk.    The  tree  grows  in  the  favanna  woods^  and 
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cs  found  on  each  fide  the  road  between  Paflage-Fort 
and  the  town  of  St.  Jago  de  la  Vega. 

As  great  quantities  of  indigo  have  been  produced 
in  Jamaica,  we' {hall  alfo  give  fome  accourit  of  the 
onanner  in  which  it  is  cultivated  and  prepared.  It 
thrives  bed  in  fiindy  ground.  The  feed  from  whence 
it  is  raifed,  is  yellow,  round,  and  ibmewhat  lefs  than 
a  tare.  The  foil  is  made  light  by  hoeing ;  then 
trenches  are  dug  like  thofe  our  gardeners  prepare  for 
peas,  into  which  the  feed  'is  put  about  March :  it 
grows  ripe  in  eight  weeks  time,  and  in  frelh  broken 
ground  will  fpring  up  about  three  feet  high,  but  in 
others  to  no  more  than  eighteen  inches.  The  ftalk  is 
full  of  leaves  of  a  deep  green,  and  v/ill,  from  the 
firft  fowing,  yield  many  crops  in  one  year.  When  it 
is  ripe,  it  is  cut,  and  fteeped'in  fats  twenty-four 
hours  •,  after  which  it  is  cleared  from  the  firft  water, 
and  put  into  proper  ciftcrns,  where,  when  it  has  been 
carefully  beaten,  it  fettles  in  about  eighteen  hours. 
In  thcfe  citterns  are  feveral  taps,  which  let  the  clear 
water  run  out,  and  the  thick  is  put  into  bags  of  about 
three  feet  long,  made  commonly  of  ofnabrugs,  which 
being  hung  up,  all  the  liquid  part  drops  away  *,  and 
when  it  will  drop  no  longer,  what  remains  is  put  into 
wooden  boxes  about  three  feet  long,  fourteen  inches 
"wide,  and  one  and  a  half  deep :  thefc  boxes  are  placed 
in  the  fun  till  the  indigo  is  very  hot,  and  then  taken 
in  till  the  extreme  heat  is  over ;  and  this  is  repeated 
till  it  is  fufficiently  dried. 

In  land  that  proves  proper  for  indigo,  the  labour 
of  one  hand  will  in  a  year's  time  produce  between 
eighty  and  a  hundred  weight,  if  no  accidents  happen  ; 
for  indigo,  as  well  as  other  commodities  in  thofe  parts, 
is  fubjeft  to  many  :  the  moft  common  are,  blafting 
and  worms,  byirwhich  it  is  frequently  deftroyed. 

There  is  plenty  of  cotton  in  Jamaica,  which  is 
finer  than  that  in  the  Caribbee  iflands.  There  are  be- 
fide  three  forts  of  bark  ufed  by  the  tanners,  who 
tan  better  here  than  in  England ;  and  in  fix  weeks 
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tr.c  leirp.er  is  ready  to  work  into  fhoes.  There  aie 
hcrr  aiio  abundance  of  dyers  woods,  as  fuftic, 
red-wood,  logwood,  and  others.  The  ifland  alib 
abounds  in  drugs  and  medicinal  herbs  ;  as  guaiacum, 
china- root,  iari'apartrlla,  cafTia,  tamarinds,  vaneilocSi 
&c-  But  the  fugar-cane  is  the  chief  glory  of  Ji- 
maica ;  for  by  this  the  inhabitants  have  acquired  ino- 
menfc  riches  •,  and  this  illand  is  laid  annually  to  pro- 
duce near  100,000  hogflieads. 

As  to  the  number  of  people  in  the  ifland,  various 
computations  have  been  made ;  but  according  to  the 
bell  accounts,  there  are  faid  to  be  near  100,000  white 
people,  and  four  times  as  many  negroes. 

The  water  is  unwholelbme  near  the  fca-coafts,  and 
has  deltroyed  great  numbers  of  legmen  at  Port  Royal. 
The  common  diftempers  of  the  country  are  fevers, 
f-uxes,  and  the  dry  gripes. 

BARBADOES  may  be  eilcemed  the  beft  peopled, 
and  beft  cultivated  ifland,  not  only  in  America,  bitt 
in  the  whole  known  world.  It  is  not  eafy  to  determine 
by  whom  this  fmall  ifland  was  difcovered ;  but 
it  is  moft  probable  it  was  firft  feen  by  the  Portugucfe. 
However,  the  firft  Englifiimen  who  landed  there  arc 
faid  to  have  been  Ibme  of  Sir  William  Curteen's  fea- 
men,  thit  were  cruiling  in  thoie  feas,  in  the  latter 
end  of  t!ie  reign  of  king  James  I.  and  they  at  their 
reinra  to  England  reporting  that  the  foil  was  fruitful, 
f'j^ie  adventurers  went  thither  in  order  to  plant  it: 
b'.it  the  iiland  being  covered  with  wood,  and  there 
btinp:  Iv'arce  any  other  animals  U|>on  it  than  hogs,  it 
v/as  a  \oivx  time  before  it  anhvered  their  expeftation. 

In  lie  iirft  year  of  the  reign  of  king  Charles  I.  the 
propcrcy  of  this  ifland  was  granted  by  that  princcto 
Jarr^es  earl  of  Carlifle,  of  v/hom  feveral  adventurers 
purchafing  fli.ires,  tranfporred  thcmfelves  thither, 
iinJ  beg:;!i  v/ith  planting  tobacco;  which  not  fuc- 
ceeding,  they  proceeded  to  try  cotton  and  indigo, 
v;hich  yielded  confiderable  prcrit.  But  little  fu^ar 
was  made  in  the  ifland  riil  the  y*'ar  1647,  when  colo-' 
ficl  MouiforJ,    Cv^lonel  Walronii,    colonel  Drax,  and 
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feveral  other  cavaliers,  not  chufing  to  (lay  in  England 
after  the  king's  death,  converted  their  eftates  into 
money,  and  tranlported  thernfelves  to  Barbadocs, 
with  fuch  machines  and  implements  as  were  proper 
for  carrying  on  fugar-works:  and  had  fuch  fucccfs, 
that  in  a  few  years  colonel  Drax  is  (aid  to  have  ac- 
■quired  an  eftateof  7  or  8000 1.  per  annum. 

In  the  year  i66t,  king  Charles  II.  purthafed  the 
property  of  this  ifland  of  the  lord  Kinnoul,  heir  to 
the  earl  of  Carlifle,  and  appointed  the  lord  Wil- 
loughby  of  Parham  governor ;  upon  which  the  co- 
lony granted  a  duty  ot  four  and  a  half  per  cent,  for 
the  liipport  of  the  civil  government,  and  for  main- 
taining the  forces  and  fortifications  of  the  ifland : 
which  duty  is  faid  to  amount  to  io,coo  1.  a  year. 

The  ifland  of  Barbadoes  is  fituated  in  the  Atlantic 
Ocean,  in  .30**  north  latitude,  and  59^  welt  longi- 
tude. It  is  of  a  triangular  form  -,  and  where  broadeft 
about  25  miles  from  north  to  fouth,  and  only  15 
from  eaft  to  weft.  It  is,  for  the  moft  part,  a  plain 
level  country,  with  fome  fmall  hills  of  an  eafy  afcent ; 
and  though  it  was  covered  with  woods  when  the  Eng- 
liflifirft  fettled  there,  they  have  been  all  cut  down  to 
make  way  for  plantations  of  fugar-canes,  which  at 
prcfent  take  up  almoft  the  whole  ifland ;  for  their  very 
corn,  flefh,  and  fiJh,  arc  for  the  moft  part  imported 
from  the  northern  colonies. 

There  is  frarce  an  harbour  in  the  ifland  •,  the  beft 
is  that  of  Bridge  Town,  in  Carlifle  bay,  which  lies 
open  to  the  weltward,  but  is  fecure  from  the  north- 
caft.  This  is  here  the  conftanc  trade-wind,  and 
blows  all  night  and  all  day ;  except  when  they  have 
their  tornadoes  and  hurricanes,  which  ufually  happen 
in  the  three  Ibmmer  months,  and  blow  from  every 
quarter.  At  fuch  times  Bbe  ftiips  in  the  bay  are  in 
the  utmoft  danger  of  being  wrecked  on  fliore,  if  they 
cannot  get  out  to  fea;  and  therefore  they  feklom  at- 
tempt to  ride  out  thefe  ftorms. 

The  coaft  is  defended  on  the  eaft  from  the  inva- 
fion  of  an  enemy  by  rocks  and  flioids  -,    and  on  the 
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mft,  wh«e  ic  <i  moft  nmplcd  to  a  defcent/, 
works  and  redoubts  ace  CFC^ed  for  its  t^curity.. 
U  (carcc  a  ftr^ta  U  the  tflanj  that  dcfcrvcs  t^ 
i£  a  river,  though  ther^  ^t  two  on  the  eatl-!^ 
which  they  have  given  tjtp  names  of  Scotlai 
itnd  Jofcph's  river.     Howvo-,  tliey  have  goc ._ 
in  their  weUl  almoft  ^1  ovfr  the  idand,  and  t. 
dig  very  deep  for  it :  they  have  alfo  larg^  pondti 
icfervoirs,  wncre  they  prefcrvt  rain  water. 

Their  heats  arc  pot  to  exccfTive  as  in  the  (_^ 
ntdc  on  the  eaft-fide  qf  the  continent  of  An> 
the  air  bfing  cppftaptJy  rcftefhed  by  the  t. 
in  the  day-time,  which  increaies  as  the  fyti  ii 
and  abates  as  the  fun  declines ;  but  there  t 
mountain  pn  the  iflaod^  the  trade-wind  is  i 


The  onl^  town  tiS  any  cosfirquenre  in  the 
dvU  of  Bridge  Town,  or  Si.  Michael's,  in  __, 

bay,  which  was  formerly  cncompafled  with  a  oil 

that  rcDdered  it  unhe^y^  but  this  has  been  iot 
great  meafurc  drained.  0owever,  the  low  fituatioa 
of  the  town  renders  itftill  fubjed  to  inundations.  Ii 
is  &id  to  contain  i  poo  or  1200  houfes  built  with  brick 
and  ftone*(  and  there  are  commodious  wharfs  and 
quays  i&c  loading  and  unloading  of  goods.  Tfie 
chitt  produce  of  the  iiland,  as  has  been  already  inti- 
mated, is  fugar ;  of  ijie  molaffes,  or  dregs  of  which, 
they  make  great  quamities  of  rum  :  they  have  ^ 
fome  cotton,  indigo,  and  pimento. 

They  have  good  poultry  and  fca-fifh,  but  po  ffcDi 
water  fiih ;  and  all  manner  of  provifions  are  fo  dear, 
that  there  is  no  dimng  at  an  ordinary  under  a  crown 
3  head.  Frefti  meat  is  indeed  a  rarity,  and  chiffly 
the  food  of  people  of  condition  ;  the  reft  are  glad  ta 
fait  pork,  beef  and  filh^  imported  from  the  nbrtbcn 
colonics  i  from  whence  alfo  comes  their  wheat,  fiouT) 

"  This  toan  was  lately  alnioft  wholly  burnt  downj  nd  m 
handfjinc  fubicriftion*  have  been  nifed  in  EnglRiid,  for  icboil^ 
ingit. 
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lldtM^^edAli  beans,  fto^  &c.  Thqr  tnake  bread 
Hty  of  Che'  Caflb^  root,  and  the  negroes  feed  oa 
VMi  f>QtrtQt^  and  oehcr  roots  add  i^mts^ 

'^ht  gO^€fAiMne  refemtdcs  that  of  the  reft  of  cur 
liiKricU  Mtonds  the  gofcmor  and  council  bek^ 
^]^ifit6d  t^  the  ctowth  v  thcfe,  with  the  houfe  of  re- 

iftiitifdfiSj  dre  veiled  with  the  legiflative  power, 

i  (riaktf  taws  fof  the  gnrernineilt  of  the  iQand. 
!l*he  white  people  are  faid  to  have  been  once  upward 
Sf  40|OdO,  ^tid  they  are  at  prefent  compueed  to  be 
near  30,0001  The  negroes,  mulattoes,  and  meftich 
SiVte  M  about  f  00,000,  and  their  militia  confifts  ot 
k&btfC  t500  horfe  and  3000  foot. 

I'M!  Ilbttd  of  St.  CHRISTOPHER'S  wAs  difco- 
MftSil  bjr  Chriftopher  Columbus,  in  his  6xft  voyage 
b6  AiMri^  He  give  it  the  name  of  St.  Chrifto- 
fimtfh  fioM  the  figura  of  its  mountains,  there  being 
in  the  upper  part  of  the  ifland  a  very  high  mountam, 
SkariliK  on  its  fummit  another  of  a  fmallcr  fize,  as  St4 
GkHftoph^r  is  painted  like  a  giant  carrying  our  Savi<- 
Mfr  <ril  liis  back.  It  is  fituated  in  17^  nonh  latitude, 
told  is  ttbout  73  miles  in  circumference.  Sir  Thomas 
WaMA*,  ah  Etigiiih  adventurer,  and  Monfieur  Def> 
IkaMbiiie,  a  French  gentleman,  who  commanded  for 
At  FYehch  in  America,  arrived  at  St.  Chriftopher's 
cm  the  fame  day,  and  both  took  poflfeffion  of  the 
Ubiid  in  the  nat\ies  of-their  nefpe£tive  matters.  It 
|ras  tfien  inhabited  by  the  Caribbees  *,  and  the  Spa- 
bSards  ufcd  to  put  in  there,  in  their  Weft  India  voy- 
fegfcs^  to  takb  in  frefli  water.  Tkcfc  laft  were  in  fuch 
gdod  terths  with  the  Caribbees,  chat  they  fbmetimes 
feft  their  lick  there,  of  whom  the  natives  took 'great 
bBre. 

Thi^  ^bovi  gentteftien  left  fome  of  their  men  in 
thb  ffland,  and  recieirned  to  tfanr  refpedive  countries 
for  tedruits  -,  when  their  mafters  approving  of  their 
tofbdu2t,  fentthem  back  in  1626  withfopplies  of  men 
and  |Arovifiolis,  and  with  conimifiions  to  be  governors 
ti  the  new  fcfttlem^it*    Monif  ur  Defiiambue  arrived 
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there  about  the  month  of  January;  1627,  with  flb(N|:j 
300  people,  afrer  a  long  and  lickly  voyage.  Tk'J 
Englifh  colony  had  as  many  men ;  and  Sir  Thomai  i 
had  proceeded  a  good  way  in  his  fettlement  bcfat' 
Monfieur  Defnambue's'  arrival.  The  two  govenxiB 
therefore,  to  prevent  any  differences  among  the  poh 
pk,  feitled  the  limits  of  their  refpe&ive  territorial 
on  the  13th  of  May,  1627,  and  a  league  ofienfive 
and  defenfive  was  concluded  between  them  againft  lit 
enemies  -,  after  which  they  proceeded  with  great  bm- 
mony. 

However,  the  Englifh  receiving  fupplies  of  on 
and  provifions  from  London,  throve  better  than  tk 
French ;  and  not  only  became  (Irong  enough  to  keep 
what  they  had,  but  to  fpare  men  for  fettling  plano^ 
tions  at  Nevis,  of  which  Sir  Thomas  Warner  took 
poirclTion,  and  left  a  fettlement  there  in  the  ycM 
1628. 

Mean  while  the  Spaniards  being  alarmed  at  die  ,' 
progrefs  of  the  F)nglifh  and  French  in  the  Caribbcc  j 
iflands,  thought  the  fafcty  of  their  own  plantations 
required  their  preventing  thofe  nations  from  fettling  ia 
their  neighbourhood  ;  and  therefore,  in  the  following 
year,  fent  Frederic  de  Toledo  with  a  fleet  of  24  fliips 
and  15  frigates,  to  difpoflfefs  the  Englilh  and  French 
of  the  ifland  of  St.  Chriftopher's. 

Don  Frederic  having  them  now  in  his  power,  com- 
manded all  on  the  iQand  to  depart  immediately,  on 
pain  of  being  put  to  the  fword  :  but  as  there  was  not 
room  in  his  Ihips  to  carry  off*  all  the  families,  he  con- 
ftnted  that  thofe  who  could  not  embark,  fhould  ftay 
till  they  could  be  tranfported. 

1-^on  Frederic  having  made  thefe  regulations, 
weighed  anchor,  taking  with  him  600  of  the  EngliOi, 
who  were  fitteft  for  his  fcrvice.  But  he  was  no  (boner 
gone,  than  the  Englifli,  who  were  left,  relolved  to 
goon  with  the  fettlement:  when  the  French,  who 
were  got  no  farther  than  Antigua  and  Montfcrrat, 
fent  a  Ihip  for  intelligence  to  St.  Chrillopher's,  and 
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"being  informed  that  the  Spaniards  were  gone,  and 
the  Englifh  bufy  in  rebuilding  and  plantings  they  re- 
joiced at  this  happy  and  unexpected  turn ;  and  failing 
back  to  St.  Chriftopher*s,  refumed  the  pofleflion  of 
their  former  habitations. 
--    The  Englilh  now  continued  carrying  on  their  colony 
till  they  were  able  to  fpare  more  men  for  their  fettle- 
ments  at  Barbuda,  Montferrat  and  Antigua,  which 
were  peopled  and  planted  by  Sir  Thomas  Warner. 
At  the  £une  time  the  Dutch  made  themfelves  mailers 
of  St.  Euftatia,  and  the  French  took  pofleffion  of 
fome  other  iflands.     Mean  while  the  Englifh  built 
themfelves  good  houfes  at  St.  Chriftopher's,  and  had 
wives  and  families  ;  but  the  French  lived  in  huts  after 
the  Caribbean  manner,  and  as  few  of  them  married, 
they  took  Icfs  pains  to  furnifh  themfelves  with  the 
neceffaries  and  conveniences  of  life.     Monfieur  Def- 
,  nambue  died  about  the  year  1637,  and  Sir  Thomas 
-Warner  did  not  long  furvjve  him;    but  before  this 
laft  gentleman's  death,  the  colony  was  fo  increafed, 
that  the  Englilh  in  the  idand  amounted  to  between 
•   1 2  and  1 3,000. 

The  chief  employment  of  the  firft  planters  was 
cultivating  tobacco,  by  which  they  gained  a  compe- 
tent livelihood  -,  but  afterward,  the  quantity  lower- 
ing the  price,  they  in  feveral  places  applied  themfelves 
to  the  planting  of  fugar,  indigo,  and  cotton,  and  in 
a  little  time  became  a  rich  and  flourifliing  people* 
Both  the  Englifh  and  French  lived  cordially  together, 
till  the  war  in  the  reign  of  Queen  Anne,  when  the 
Englifh  drove  the  French  entirely  from  their  fettlc- 
ments;  and  the  country  being  yielded  to  the  crown 
of  Great  Britain,  by  the  peace  of  Utrecht,  all  the 
French  territory  was  fold  tor  the  benefit  of  the  pub- 
lic •,  which  muft  have  produced  a  very  large  fum, 
fince  out  of  it  were  paid  80,000 1.  for  the  marriage 
of  the  late  princefs  of  Orange. 

The  middle  part  of  the  ifland  of  St.  Chriftopher's 
'  being  extremely  mountainous,  it  is  thought  there 
:  •  i  are 
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-gart  not  nbove  24^000  iicres  of  dand  lie  (far 
m  the  whole  tOand ;  and  yet  :it  afiauiUjr 
-flJbout   109000  'bogflKfrtls  <f  «cluki:  ^va 
modity.  •; 

The  mand  of  MONTSERfllAT,  So  paUo4d^: 
Spaniards,  from  iiss  feiembling  a  mounttia  iiu< 
Ionia  of  the  fame  name*  '£sin)ous  ibr  a  -diapel 
cated  to  the  bleflfed  Virgin,  is  fituaoed.in  j^^^ 
htitude,  and  is  about  three  le^^ues  in  Ifog^ 
almoft  as  much  in  'breadth;  fo  th^tic dfpmtitDi 
round.    It  was  difcovered  by.Columbus,  ttii 
time  with  St.  Ghriftopher's ;   but  no  fettluDentJ 
made  upon  it,  till  Sir  Thomas '  Wjiroer  ptogmU 
finall  colonytofettfo  there  in  1632.  iifi 

The  climate,  foil,  animals^  ^ade,  an^«[ 
of  this  ifland  are  the  lame  >with  ttbofe  ctf  .tlie< 
Caribbee  iOands.  This,  however,  is  fidkr  «f.j 
tains,  which  arc  covered  with  cedars,  aod^thfTil 
that  aflfbrd  a  delightful  proTpeft*  to  the  fea.  Wim 
lies  are  fruitful,  and  better  fuppUed  untfatfreflii 
than  thofe  of  Antigua;  and  it  is  coipputed, . thlt4l' 
prefent  there  are  in  this  ifland  about  4500  white  ftk 
pie,  and  about  12,000  negroes.  As  vMomfemtil 
lefs  than  any  other  of- the  Caribbee  iflands,  it taiM* 
ally  produces  only  2500,  and  fiMieumes  3000  Iv^ 
heads  of  fugar. 

BARBUDA,  which  was  planted  >  by  Sir  ThoMk 
Warner  a$  early  as -Montferrat,  is  JituatediQ -17^10^ 
north  latitude,  and  is  about  1 5  miles;  long.  Tihe&ft 
colony  was  fo  often  difVurbed  by  the  Caribboes, .  tJuiC 
the  people  were  frequently  forced  to  defert  thmrr.pbn'r 
tations ;  for  there  hardly  pafled  a  year  in  .which  thcf 
did  not  make  one  or  two  incyrfions,  and  that  geac* 
rally  in  the  night,  for  they  durfl:  not  atcaclo themJby 
day ;:  fo  that  the  Englifli^rew -weary  of  dwelling  in 
.  a  place  where  they  were  fo  much  expofed  to  the  nu? 
of  the  natives,  and  therefore  deterted  the  iflaad. 
But  the  Cgribbees  diminilhing  daily  in  number,  ai4 
]the  Europeans  on  the  pther  idands  incrcafin^  Jdie 
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Bnglifh  again  poflefled  themfclves  of  Barbuda :  in  a 
lew  years  the  inhabitants  ^riiotirited  to  500,  and  they 
are  now  increaied  to  1200  perlbns.  The  proprietor 
chufes  the  governor,  and  has  the  fame  privilege  as 
the  other  lords-proprietors  Ih  their  fevcral  jurifiiic- 
dons  in  America.  The  inhabitants  apply  themfelves 
chiefly  to  the  breeding  of  cattle  -,  for  which  there  is 
always  a  good  market -in  the  fugar  iflands. 

The  next  plantation  is  that  of  Anguilla,  or 
BNAXE-Ifland,  fo  called  from  its  figure ;  it  being 
long,  narrow,  tod  winding  almoft  about.  It  is  near 
St.  Martin's,  from  whence  it  may  be.fcen,  and  lies 
in  18^  12'  north  latitude.  The  country  isexcreamly 
level,  and  there  is  not  a  mountain  in  it*,  however,  it 
is  very  woody.  In  the  broadelt  part  there  is  a  pond, 
about  which  the  Englifh  fettled  in  the  year  1650,  and 
applied  themfelves  to  the  planting  of  corn  and  the 
breeding  of  tame  cattle.  They  were  afterward 
joined  by  fome  people  frbm'Barbadoes,  and  other  of 
the  Englifh  Caribbee  iflands,  who,  incorporating  with 
tbe  reft,  learned  their  manners  v  and  chough  they  are 
laid  to  amount  to  150  families,  or  900  fouls,  yet 
they  have  neither  minifter  nor  magiftrate  among  them. 
They  apply  themfelves  to  farming,  in  which  they 
have  had  very  good  fuccefs,  and  live  like  the  old  pa- 
triarchs, every  man  being  a  kind  of  fovercign  in  his 
own  family. 

ANTIGUA,  or  ANTEGO,  is  the  laft  of  thefe 
iflands,  originally  fettled  by  the  Englifli.  Sir  Tho- 
mas Warner  attempted  to  form  a  fettlement  there,  but 
without  fuccefs.  However,  Francis  lord  Willoughby, 
who  was  governor  of  Barbadoes,  obtained  a  grant  of 
the  ifland  of  Antigua,  in  1663,  from  king  Charles  Ih 
and  planted  a  colony  in  it  about  three  years  after.  It 
is  fituated  in  16^  if  north  latitude,  and  63**  weft 
longitude  from  London.  It  is  of  a  circular  form, 
about  20  miles  in  diameter,  and  near  60  in  circumfe- 
(Cftce.  The  climate  is  far  from  being  agreeable^  fince 
4  it 
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it  is  hotter  than  in  Barbadoes,  and  very  lubjcft 
hurricanes.     The  foil  too  is  fandy,  and  great 
the  land  is  overgrown  with  wood.     The  greateft 
advantage  is,  there  being  but  fewfprings,  and  noc! 
much  as  a  fingle  brook  in  the  whole  ifland,  the  peo^j 
pie  depend  chiefly  upon  rain-water,  for  which  thcf  I 
are  fomeiimes  dittreffed. 

Antigua  is  divided  into  five  parilhes,  four  of  vAak 
are  towns,  as  St.  John's  town,  to  the  northwai^ 
which  is  the  capital  of  the  ifland,  and  conGfliflf 
about  200  houlcs;  and  Falmouth,  Parham,  ind 
Bridge  Town,  to  the  fouthward.  The  other  paiiflK 
is  St.  Peter's. 

Befide  St.  John's  harbour,  which  is  the  nioftcoo- 
modious,  there  are  other  very  good  ones,  as  Ktie- 
lOand  harbour,  fo  called  from  five  little  iQands  tode 
weftward  cf  the  ifle  of  Carlifle-bay  •,  Englifh  harboVy 
at  tlie  bottom  of  which  is  Falmouth  town,  defended 
by  Charks  fort  J  next  to  it  is  Willoughby-bay;  Oi 
ths  calt  fhorc  is  Green  Bay;  off  which  is  Gitai 
Ifland-,  next  to  this  is  Nonfuch  harbour,  which  is* 
fpacious  bay.  There  are  alio  feveral  little  ifhndv 
partlcjlarly  to  the  northward.  The  forts  are  in  pretty 
good  repair  :  Monk's  Hill  fort  is  mounted  with  30 
juecc^  of  ordnance;  the  other  fort  erefted  at  St 
John's  harbour  is  mounted  with  14;  and  there  lit 
ieven  other  battcr;es  for  the  defence  of  fo  many  land- 
ing-places. 

There  are  greater  plenty  of  cattle  and  other  bcafts^ 
eipecially  venifon,  in  this,  than  in  any  other  of  the 
Caribbce  iflands  :  the  other  animals  and  vegetables 
arc  much  the  fame.  When  Antigua  was  firft  planted* 
fugar,  indigo,  gmger,  and  tobacco  were  its  chief  com- 
modities ',  but  now  ginger  and  indigo  are  fcldom  cul- 
tivated there.  The  fugar  and  tobacco  were,  how- 
ever, both  bad  of  the  fort.  But  the  planters  of  An- 
tigua have  fince  improved  their  art,  and  now  make 
zs  good  Mufcovado  fugar  as  any  of  our  fugar  iflands; 

and 
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and  though  there  is  not  much  tobacco  planted  in  this 
ifland,  yet  what  there  is  now,  is  not  fo  bad  as  it  was 
ibrmcrly.  1  he  number  of  people  in  this  colony  are 
Computed  at  1500.  .   . 

MARTINICO  is  fituated  in  14^  30'  north  latitude, 
and  in  61^  wefl:  longitude.  It  is  about  13  lear^ues  iri 
length  and«feyen  in  breadth.  From  the  inland  parts, 
which  arc  mountainous,  fall  numerous  rivulets; 
which  after  watering  ih::  country,  flow  intd  the  fea. 
It  has  feveral  bays  well  fortified  ;  the  chief  of  which 
is  the  great  bay  of  Port  Royal,  the  capital  of  the 
idand^  and  the  bay  of  St.  Pierre,  a  large  town  about 
fcven  leagues  f  om  it  to  the  north-wett.  In  Auguft 
I766,  a  moll:  terrible  hurricane  drove  all  the  Ihips  in 
the  haibour  le:e  afhorc,  blew  down  molt  of  their 
houfes  and  fL:gar- works,  dtftroyed  their  canes,  and  kill- 
ed 800  blacks  and  whites.  Thi^  idand  was  inha- 
bited by  Indians  when  the  French  fiift  attempted  a 
fcitlemertt  in  the  year  1635,  but  the  French  over- 
powered, ar.d  cruelly  extirpated  the  ancient  ir. habi- 
tants. The  governor  of  all  the  Cariboce  iilands  re- 
fides  there  ;  and  it  is  the  Teat  of  the  fjve.ei^n  coin- 
eil,-  whole  jurifdidlion  extends,  not  only  throughout 
the  Antilles,  bm  over  the  IVench  fe-ttlemcncs  in  St. 
Domingo  and  Ortugo.  This  iflan  1  was  taken  by 
thcEngllfli^  after  an  obilinace  fiege,  in  the  'begin- 
ning ot'  the  year  1-62  •,  and  reElored  to  the  French 
by  the  peace  of  Verfailles  in  the  Tame  year. 
.GUADALOUPE,  the  hrgeft  of  the  Caribbee 
iflaflds^  is  iiiuatod  in  16^  n-)rth  laticuJe,  and  6.^  weft 
longitude,  abov:t  30  leagues  from  Martinico.  It  ia 
femarkable  for  the  height  of  its  clifts  and  mountains. 
It  is  about  15  leagues  in  length  and  twelve  in  breadth, 
divided  into  two  parts  by  a  Imall  arm  of  the  fca,  or 
narrow  palfage,  through  which  no  Ihip  can  venture ;  and 
the  inhabitJnis  crofs  over  in  a  ferry  from  one  part  to 
the  orhcr.  The  country  ro  the  Wv.il  is  called  Bade- 
Terre,  where  th»r.ils  t!ie  mcrropclis  c  f  the  fime  nan.e, 
ami  where  rhi'  i:irac!c!  and  chi;rf  lirer.gth  of  the  jfland 
V(»L.  II.  ;>  lies: 
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lies :  the  part  to  the  eaft  is  called  Grande  Terre.  Th^ 
French  began  to  fettle  this  ifland  about  the  year  1632, 
but  being  unacquainted  with  the  nature  of  the  ful, 
they  were  in  danger  of  (larving,  and  afterward  the 
planters  were  almoft  ruined  by  their  divifions :  but 
iincc  the  beginning  of  the  prefent  century,  the  inha* 
bitants  have  flourifhed  fo  much,  that  they  make  more 
fugar  than  any  of  the  Britilh  iQands,  except  Jamaica. 
The  foil  is  rich,  and  cfpecially  at  Grande  Terre  lb 
fertile,  that  the  canes  are  frequently  cut  fix  tima 
without  replanting;  and  in  Martinico,  the  fined  plan- 
tation never  produces  more  than  feven  crops,  and  but 
very  few  have  done  that.  Indeed  the  far  greateft  part 
ot'  what  are  called  Martinico  fugars,  are  the  real  pro- 
duce of  Guadaloupe,  the  inhabitants  of  which  were 
obliged  to  fend  them  to  Martmico,  before  they  could 
be  tranfported  to  France. 

In  1759,  a  fleet  of  10  men  of  war  befides  frigates 
;ind  bomb  ketches,  under  the  command  of  Commo- 
dore Moore,  withabodyof  land  forces,  commanded 
by  Geiurjl  Hopfon,  after  making  an  unfuccefsfiilat- 
t.ick  on  Martinico,  failed  for  Guadaloupe  •,  which  fur- 
rcndercd  to  the  Englifli  on  the  1  ft  of  May  1759,  It 
W.IS  rdlorcd  by  the  enfuing  peace ;  together  with  Ma- 
rigal.iiuc,  four  little  illands  called  the  Santos,  Dc- 
fcad.i,  ai;d  Petit  Terre,  which  alfo  furrcndered  to  the 
I '.nglilh.  Marigalante  is  about  20  miles  in  length, 
;:nd  about  15  in  breadth,  and  is  fituatcd  in  16®  nonh 
l^riiuvk"  a  little  to  thcfouth-wcft  of  Guadaloupe. 

CjKAXADA  is  25  leagues  in  circumference,  and 
has  fcvcr.il  good  bays  and  harbours,  Ibme  of  which 
are  fortified.  It  is  fituated  in  11*^  15'  north  latitude, 
::b:)iic  30  leagues  fouth-weft  of  Barbadoes,  and  about 
ihj  \\\i\w  diltance  north  of  Andaliina.  There  arc  fo- 
N  vf  il  fmall  illands  that  lie  to  the  north  end  of  Granada 
\vi:l.-h  are  called  the  Granadillas-,  which  after  being 
reduced  were  all  ceded  to  us  at  the  late  peace ;  and 
w'l'.U  ti:c  three  heretofore  neutral  illands  of  Domi- 
rvxoj   St,  Vincent,  and  Tobago  j   coi)lti:ute  one  of 

the 
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tnc  four  governments  in  America.  See  the  procla- 
ination,  p.  265.      . 

,  The  fmaller  Caribbee  iflands,  are  St.  Bartholo- 
mew's, which  is  about  i  o  leagues  north  of  St.  Chrif- 
Jopher's,  and  was  taken  in  the  year  1689,  by  the 
Engliih,  under  the  command  of  Sir  Timothy  Thorn- 
bill ;  but  reftored  to  the  French  at  the  peace  of  Ryf- 
jmck.  .  St.  Martin's,  another  ifland  ot  fmall  conle- 
quence,  fituated  a  little  to  the  north-weft  of  Bartho- 
lomew's.. St.  Croix,  or.  Santa  Criizi  fituated  in 
^7^  20'  north  latitude,  about  ±0  leagues  eaft  of  St. 
Chriicopher's,  and  has  been  contended  for  by  the 
Englifli,  French,  Spaniards,  and  Dutch.  Difcrada, 
or  Defeada,  the  defirable  ifland,  fo  called  by  Colum- 
bus, froni  its  beiiig  the  firft  land  he  difcovered  in  his 
jfecond.  voyage  to  America  in  1493.  It  is  fituated 
about  ten  leagues  horth-eaft  to  Guadaloupe;  and  is  a 
finall  inconfiderable  ifland^  not  fo  fruitful  as  fome  of 
the  others. 

As  fugar  is  the  ftaple  commodity  of  the  French 
iflands,  it  is  proper  to  give  a  fliort  account  of  the 
quantities  railed  in  them.  In  Marrinico  it  is  com- 
muted that  the  inhabitants  make  one  year  with  an- 
other iD,ooo  hogflieads  of  about  600  weight  each : 
In  Giiadaloupe,  about  40^000  hoglheads  are  made  i 
and  in  the  other  iflands  about  loob  hogflieads  alto- 
gether. Thefe  iflands  a)fo  draw  a  confiderable  profit, 
trom  cacao,  or  the  chocolate  nut,  and  from  ginger, 
caflla,  and  pimento,  which  is  what  is  called  Jamaica 
pepper  or  ail-fpice,  of  which  they  export  confiderable 
quantities.  The  inhabitants  alfo  fend  home  rocou  for 
the  ufe  of  dyers,  and  a  variety  of  medicinal  gums  and 
wet  fweetmeats  of  feveral  kinds  ;  and  fevcral  forts  of 
valuable  woods  ufcd  in  dying,  in-laying,  and  cabinet 
work.  Mr.  SaVary  obferves,  that  the  goods  export- 
ed from  France  to  thefe  iflands,  annually,  amounted 
to  about  four  milfions  of  livres,  or  near  200,000  1. 
of  our  money  -,  for  which  they  brought  home  nearly 
double  tlie  value  in  Weft  India  commodities. 

$2  On 
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On  the  fouth  fide  of  the  French  part  of  Hi(p^ 
niola  or  St.  Domingo,  is  AVACHE,  a  little  ifland, 
at  abou:  twelve  leagues  diftance  from  the  continent. 
It  is  only  about  eight  leagues  in  compafs,  but  it  has 
a  very  good  foil,  and  two  or  three  tolerable  ports» 
one  of  which  is  capable  of  receiving  fhips  of  300 
tons.  It  lies  very  conveniently  for  carrying  on  a 
trade  with  the  SpuniQi  colonics  on  the  continent  of 
America. 

CAYKNNE,  an  ifland  fitiiated  in  5°  north  latitude 
and  in  53*^  weft  longitude,  was  leitled  by  the  French 

in  the  year  iGis*  ^^  '^^^  ^'^'^  ^^  ^'^^  contincntof 
Guiana,  from  whence  it  is  only  fcparated  by  the  ri- 
vers Ovia  on  the  eaft,  and  the  Cayenne  on  the  weft, 
from  which  laft  it  takes  its  name.  It  is  eighteen  or 
twenty  leagues  in  circumference,  and  is  about  fevcn 
leagues  long  and  three  broad.  As  it  tlands  high  on 
tlie  coaft,  it  at  a  diftance  ieems  part  of  the  continent. 
Ic  has  three  principal  capes,  thofeof  Fort  St.  Lewisj 
Feperon,  and  Matiuri,  and  its  banks  are  moftly  co- 
vered with  mangroves,  which  grow  in  fait  water,  and 
from  the  roots  other  trees  rife  up  without  end. 

This  iiland  is  rendered  uncomfortable  by  the  long 
rainy  fcalbn  which  happens  every  year  •,  by  the 
f  orching  clofe  air,  both  by  day  and  night,  and  by 
the  vapours  exlialed  from  the  f.vampy  grounds,  which 
(X'calion  many  diforders.  The  inhabitants  are  alfo 
continually  tormented  wirh  gnats,  flies,  worms,  aniSt 
bugs,  and  other  vermin;  wliich  altogetlicr  render  the 
place  vety  dilagreeable. 

The  f-^il  produces  {plenty  cf  fugar  canes  which» 
though  fmall  and  fliort-iointed,  yield  very  plentifully. 
Tr  alio  abounds  in  ananas,  or  pine-apples,  oranges, 
lemons,  ngr.,  papaias  ebony,  and  vioiet  wood,  and 
alfo  in  indigo  ;;nd  cotton,  as  well  as  in  fcveral  forts  <rf 
American  niu^  European  grain. 

The  p;incipal  town  is  a!!b  called  Cayenne,  and 
Hands  on  tiie  weft  part  of  the  ifland  in  an  advanta- 
geous fituarion,  nature  and  :\n  havin;^  equally  contri- 
but-d  10  foriu)  ic. 

The 


THE  ANTILLES  ISLANDS.    261 

The  trade  carried  on  with  France,  chiefly  confifts  in 

Srovifions,  as  fait  meat,  flour,  wine,  brandy,  linen, 
uflfi  fhoes,  and  other  wearing  apparel,  tools,  and 
fmall  wares ;  in  return  for  which  they  export  fugar, 
dying  woods,  and  for  the  moft  part  the  fame  kind  of 
commodities  as  the  leevvard  iflands.  The  number  of 
v/hites,  cxclufive  of  the  foldicrs,  are  fa-d  to  amount 
to  about  1500,  and  the  whole  number  of  people,  in- 
cluding the  foldiers  and  (laves,  is  faid  to  be  about 
3000. 

St.  EUSTACHIUS,  or  St.  EUSTATIA,  is  fi- 
tuated  to  the  north-weft  of  St.  Chrillopher's  in  1 7^. 
ao\  north  latitude.  This  iQand,  which  Is  only  five 
leagues  in  compafs,  appears  to  the  fuuthward  like  a 
high  mountain  rifmg  out  of  the  f:ra,  but  (tretches  out 
to  the  northward,  into  a  pretty  good  country.  The 
number  of  plantations  upon  it,  and  the  comfortable 
fituation  of  its  inhabitants  do  great  honour  to  the  in- 
duflry  of  the  Dutch :  yet  there  is  not  a  drop  of  water 
in  the  iQand  but  what  they  are  fupplicd  with  from  the 
clouds,  which  they  prefcrve  fo  carefully  in  citterns, 
that  they  are  very  feldom  diftrcfled.  The  top  of  the 
mountain  is  covered  with  a  vaft  wood,  in  the  middle 
of  which,  inftead  of  the  point  that  might  be  expected, 
as  it  rifes  in  the  form  of  a  fugar  loaf,  there  is  a  wide 
and  deep  cavern,  which  was  probably  once  a  volcano. 
To  the  nor;h-wcft  of  this  ifland,  lies  tlut  of  SABA, 
in  17**  35'  north  latitude.  It  at  firft  fight  appears  to 
be  a  rock,  but  the  Dutch  governors  of  St.  Euftatia 
have  fettled  a  fmall  colony  there,  in  a  valley,  where 
they  raife  tobacco  an.l  other  things.  Both  thcfe 
iflands  have  the  misfortune  of  not  having  a  fir.gle 
port;  St.  Euftatia,  however,  has  a  good  ro:id  wl:  le 
all  the  (hips  ride,  and  the  Dutch  !iave  erciled  a  picr:y 
ftropg  fort  to  command  ir. 

\Vc  come  now  to  ihe  idi'id  of  St.  MARTIN^,  fi- 
tuatcd  in  18®  1  ^' north  latitude,  a  litile  inconfi.lcrable 
ifland,  about  fcven  Icagut-s  in  length,  a:id  four  in 
breadth,  and  yet  inhabited  by  two  jjowcrful  nations  : 
though  its  fmallncls  is  njt  its  only  dilkdvaniage,  for 
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the  clitnate  is  far  from  bemg  wholefomcr,  and  the  (bif 
ctnnot'bt  very  fertile,  as  there  are  no  riven;  andveiy 
few  fprioKs,  and  even  tlicfe  are  dried  up  in  ihc  hot 
fealoDS;  lo  that  the  inhabitants  are  obliged  cohavcie- 
pourleto  their cifterns  of  rain  water;  yet  as  inrignifi- 
cant  fti'this  place  may  appear,  it  has  been  contended 
for,"  by  the  Spaniards,  French,  and  Dutch. 

"In  the  iiland  of  St.  Martin  there  is  great  plenty  of 
akilulof  tree,  which  both  the  Dutch  and  French  cill 
candle  wo6d,  for  the  fmall  (ticks  fcrve  for  candks, 
fuid,'  at  the  fame  time  they  light  the  room,  yield  i 
Very  agreeable  Icent. 

We-art  now  to  proceed  to  their  other  iflinds  which 
Jfc-nearer  tlic  Spanifh  coaft,  and  from  wjiich  they  re- 
ceive tiill  greater  advantages. 

CURACAO,  or  as  it  is  pronounced,  and  (bnfr 
times  written  by  the  Dutch,  Currafljw,  is  an  iUnd 
about  niile  or  ten  leagues  long,  and  five  brt^ad,  fi> 
tuated  in  1 2"  40'  north  latitude  ■,  but  though  the  M 
is  far  frbm  being  fruitful,  and  the  climate  Itill  farther 
from  being  either  agretableor  healthy,  yet  fuch  have 
been  the  care  and  induttry  of  the  Dutch,  that  they  w 
reive  great  advantages  from  thii  fmall,  and  to  appear- 
ance inconllderable  country. 

The' harbour  of  Santa  Barbira  is  on  the  fouth  fide 
of  the  eaft  end  of  the  idand,  but  the  chief  harbour  il  I 
iabout  three  leagues  from  the  Ibuth-caft  end  of  ibfl  1 
fouth  fide,  where  the  Dutch  have  a  very  good  towni  ] 
and  a  ftrong  fort :  there  is  no  anchoring  at  its  eft*  . 
trance,  but  being  got  ih,  it  is  a  place  of  great  fecui 
rity.     The  Dutch  town  is  for  its  fizc  one  or  the  fineA 
in  America,  ancj  it  has  every  thing  reqiiifitc  tO  render 
it  commodious  and  agreeable,  as  far  as  the  tlitnite 
apd  Ibil  will  permit.  -  1'he  pubfic  buildings  are  veir 
aeu  i  the  port  is  rendered  as  fafe  as  poliible,  and' 
r  the  entry  is'  dangerous,  yet  the  precauuwu 
bf  the  government,  for  the  fcrvice  of  ftrangcOt' 
ily  free  them  from  all  difficulties,  but  render 
dfo  ina  great  meafure  infenftble  of  any*  hazard: 
uie&  mevis  it  is  become  poe  of  the  moft  fret 
6  qwue^ 
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qucnted^orts  in  the  Weft  Indies.  All  kind  of  la* 
bour  is  here  performed  by  engines,  with  fuch  dexte- 
rity, that  (hips  are  lifted  at  once  into  the  dock,  where 
they  are  carefully  and  effedtually  careened  ;  and  all 
nations  are  with  equal  readinefs  furnifhed  with  provir 
fions,  naval  ftores,  ammunition,  and  even  artillery. 

BONAIRA  and  ARUBA  are  alfo  two  idands  in 
the  poffeflion  of  the  Dutch,  dependent  upon  the 
ifland  of  Curasao.  The  former  lies  ten  leagues  to 
the  caftward  of  that  ifland,  and  is  about  1 7  leagues 
in  compafs.  The  Dutch  have  a  deputy  governor,  a 
guard  of  foldicrs,  and  a  confiderablc  number  of  In- 
dians, with  a  fort  for  the  protedion  and  fecurity  of 
the  place.  The  ifland  of  Aruba  lies  feven  leagues 
weft  from  Curasao ;  but  though  it  is  not  very  confi- 
derable,  the  inhabitants  breed  fome  cattle  and  a  great 
many  horfes:  this  renders  itof  fervice  to  the  chief  co- 
lony, which  it  alfo  furniihes  with  a  great  quantity  of 
gaixlen  ftufF. 

But  jto  return  to  Curasao:  as  this  ifland  is  not 
above  feven  leagues  from  the  Spanifli  coaft,  it  is  com- 
fnodioufly  fituated  for  carrying  on  a  clandeftine  trade. 
This  was  firft  begun  by  the  fale  of  negroes,  brought 
thither  by  the  Dutch  from  their  numerous  fettlements 
on  the  coaft  of  Guinea-,  but  fince  the  Englifli  at  Ja- 
maica have  interfered  in  thi^  trade,  ip  has  funk  con- 
pderably. 

It  has  been  computed  that  in  time  of  peace,  the 
trade  of  this  ifland  did  not  produce  lefs  to  the  Dutch 
than  five  millions  of  florins  per  annum,  which  is  about 
half  a  million  fterli^g.  But  in  time  of  war  the  profit 
is  much  larger,  for  then  every  article  of  their  com- 
merce is  vaftly  increafed. 

The  only  remaining  ifland  in  this  part  of  the  world 
that  we  ftiall  now  mention,  is  that  of  St.  THOMAS, 
which  belongs  to  the  Danes:  it  is  fuuated  in 
18®  north  latitude,  and  is  one  of  that  clufl:er  of  iflands 
called  the  Virgins.  Th6ugh  this  ifland  is  not  above 
feven  leagues  in  circumference,  it  is  in  a  commodious 
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ficuation,  and  has  an  excellent  port  of  an  ov^i  form, 
in  a  manner  furroundcd  by  two  promontcttcs,  whid| 
defend  the  fhips  that  lie  within  from  almoft  all  winds. 
In  the  bottom  of  this  pore  is  a  fmall  fortrefs,  and  the 
k'Hg  of  Penmark  has  here  a  governor  and  a  garrifon  \ 
noiwithftanding  which,  there  is  a  large  faftory,  on  the 
ifland  belonging  to  the  Brandenborghcrs,  the  fubjcds 
of  the  king  of  l-'njffia. 

The  nei  hbourhood  of  the  Spanifh  ifland  of  Portq 
Rico  only  at  17  leagues  difcance,  fecures  the  inha- 
bitants from  the  ciang(  r  of  wanting  provifions,' 
to  which  tlu  y  wouKl  ociierwife  be  expofed :  for 
though  the  fqil  is  tolerably  good,  and  every  foot 
of  it  cultivated,  yet  it  would  not  produce  fufficicnt 
for  the  maintainance  of  the  inhabitants,  who  ^rc  very 
jiumcrous. 

The  town  of  St.  Thomas  confifts  of  one  longftrecl, 
at  the  end  of  which  is  the  Danjlh  magazine,  a  large 
ni.jgnificcnt  and  convciiienr  building.  The  Brandeor 
burgh  tavlory  is  alto  very  confiderable,  and  the  pcr- 
fims  Ix'longing  to  it  are  cliicfly  French  refugees,  who 
ilcv'  tl.itf.cr  when  tl.c  Prottildnrs  were  expelled  from 
the  I'rench  ifl.iiuis.  The  chief  produce  ot  their  plan- 
tations is  frj;ar,  whicli  is  very  line  grained,  but  made 
in  fmall  quaniltics. 

Ti^  this  iiland  the  Sp::riards  are  continually  fending 
Jiir^?,c  vcfxls  to  purcliafe  fiavLS.  This  is  the  chief  fup 
poit  of  il'iC  Dan'fn  a:id  Brandrnburgh  commerce,  as 
flidc  flaves  are  ilrawn  rVvJiVi  their  fett.'crrents  upon  the 
coalt  of  Afiiv\^  whivh,  if  they  hid  not  this  vent  for 
l]u:v,  would  luvc  Ibn^  a;;o  become  uicl-jfs,  and  con- 
ic\.ii.en:ly  dcicr'cd.  Tl  e  >rMr4!  irds  alfo  buy  here,  as 
Well  as  at  .Cur:u\:o,  all  i"jr:s  vf  European  goods,  of 


c'ivous  ueai  or  Di.i.r.tru  i>  tra::iac:eu  in  time  or  peace, 
in  time  01  war  ii  is  vallly  increafcJ,  for  bt ipg  a  neutral 
p  rt,  the  privateers  cf  ;ili  :;a:ions  refort  thiii.cr  to  fell 
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PROCLAMATION 

For  regulating  the  Cessions   made  to  us  by  the 

laft  Treaty  of  Peace. 


\     1. 1  ■■•  .  •' '"        '  *' 


GEORGE  R. 

WH^reas  We  have  taken  into  Our  royal  confi- 
deration  the  extcnfive  and  valuable  acquiii- 
fions  in  America,  fecured  to  Our  crown  by  the  late 
definitive  treaty  of  peace  concluded  at  Paris  the  loth 
day  of  February  lall ;  and  being  defirous,  that  all 
Our  loving  fubje6b,  as  well  of  Our  kingdom  as  of 
Our  colonies  in  America,  may  avail  themfclres,  with 
all  convenient  fpced,  of  the  great  benefits  and  advan- 
tages, which  muft  accrue  therefrom  to  their  dom- 
merce,  manufaftures,  and  navigation ;  Wc  have 
thought  fit,  with  the  advice  of  Our  privy  council,  to 
•  iffue  this  Our  royal  proclamation,  hereby  to  publifh 
^uid  declare  to  all  Our  loving  fubjefts,  that  We  have, 
with  the  advice  of  Our  faid  privy  council,  granted 
Pur  letters  patent  under  Our  great  feal  of  Great  Bri- 
tJun,  to  ereft  within  the  countries  and  illands,  ceded 
and  confirmed  to  Us  by  the  faid  treaty,  four  diftind 
and  feparate  governments,  ftiled  and  called  by  the 
names  of  Quebec,  Eaft  Florida,  Weft  Fk>rida,  and 
Grenada  >  and  limited  and  bounded,  as  follows,  viz. 

Firft,  The  government  of  Quebec,  bounded  on 
the  Labrador  coaft  by  the  river  St.  John,  and  from 
thence  by  a  line  drawn  from  the  head  of  that  river 
through  the  Lake  St.  John  to  the  fouth  end  of  the 
Lake  Nipiffim  •,  from  whence  the  faid  line,  croffing 
fhe  river  Sc  Lawrence  and  the  Lake  Champlain  in 
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45  degrees  of  north  latitude,  pafles  along  the  hig| 
lands  which  divide  the  rivers  that  empty  themfclvef 
into  the  faid  river  St.  Lawrence,  from  thofe  whjch 
fall  it\to  the  fea ;  aiul  alfg  along  the  north  co^ft  of  t^ 
Baye  des  Chaleurs,  and  the  coaft  of  the  gulph  of  Su 
]Lawrence  to  Cape  Rofieres,  and  .i(ram  thence  cro6iii| 
the  mouth  of  the  riyerSt,  Lawrence' by  .the  weft  end 
of  the  ifland  of  Ahticoftt,  termifiates  •  at  the  aforefiu4 
river  of  St.  John. 

3ecohdly,  The  govemtaeitt  of  Eaft  Florida,  ix>uhd- 
ed  to  the  weftward,  by  the  gul[^  of  Mexico  and  the  :| 
Apalachicola  river;  to  the  northward,  by  a  line.qj 
(Irawn  from  that  part  of  the  -faid  river  where  the  Cha- 
{ahouchee  and  Flint  rivers'  meet,  to  the  fource  of  St 
Mary's  river^  and  by  the  courfe  of  the  faid  river  tQ 
the  Atlantic  Ocean ;'  and  to  the  eaftward  and  fbuth:;! 
ward,  by  the  Atlantic  Ocean,  and  the  gulph  of  Flo- 
rida, including  all  iflands  within  fix  leagues  of  the 
fea,  coaft. 

Thirdly, .  The  government  of  Weft  Florida, 
J30unded  to  the  fouthward  by  the  gulph  of  Mexico^ 
including  all  iflands  within  fix  leaguers  of  the  coaft 
from  the  river  Apalachicola  to  Lake  Pontchartrain ; 
fo  the  weftward,  by  the  fame  lake,  the  Lake  Mau- 
repas,  ..and  the  river  Mifliffippi  -,  to  the  northward,  bj 
a  line  drawn  due  eaft  frpm  that  part  of  the  river  Mil- 
fiflTippi,  which  lies  in  3 1  degrees  north  latitude,  to  the 
river  Apalachicola  or  Chafahouchce  •,  ftnd  to  the  eaft- 
ward by  the  fame  river. 

Fourthly,  The  government  of  Grenada,  compre- 
hending the  ifland  of  that  name,  together  with  the 
Grenadines,  and  the  iflands  of  Dominico,  St.  yinccnt| 
and  Tobago. 

And  to  the  end  that  the  open  and  free  fifliery  of 
Our  fubjcfts  may  be  extended  to,  and  carped  on  up- 
qn  the  coaft  of  Labrador,  and  the  adjacent  iflands, 
Wc  have  thought  fit,  with  the  advice  of  Our  faid 
privy  council,  to  put  all  that  coaft  from  the  river  St- 
John's  to  Hudfon's  ftraits,  togethci:  with  the  iflands 
^'  \  oi 
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of  Anticofti  and  Madelaine,  and  all  other  fmallcr 
iflands  lying  upon  the  faid  coaft,  under  the  care  and 
infpe£tion  of  Our  governor  of  Newfoundland. 

We  have  alfo,  with  the  advice  of  Our  privy  coun- 
cil, thought  fit  to  annex  the  iflands  of  St.  John's, 
land  Cape  Breton,  or  Ifle  Royale,  with  the  lefler 
iflands  adjacent  thereto,  to  Our  government  of  Nova 
.Scotia. 

We  have  alfo,  with  the  advice  of  Our  privy  coun- 
cil aforefaid,  annexed  to  Our  province  of  Georgia  all 
the  lands  lying  between  the  rivers  Alatamaha  and  Su 
Mary's. 

And  whereas  it  wU  greatly  contribute  to  the  fpeedy 
fettling  Our  faid  new  governments,  that  Our  loving 
fubjefts  ftiould  be  informed  of  Our  paternal  care  for 
the  fecurity  of  the  liberties  and  properties  of  thofe^ 
who  are  and  fliall  become  inhabitants  thereof;  We 
have  thought  fit  to  publifli  and  declare,  by  this  Our 
proclamation,  that  We  have,  in  the  letters  patent 
under  Our  great  feal  of  Great  Britain,  by  which  the 
faid  governments  are  conftituted,  giving  exprels 
power  and  direction  to  Our  governors  of  Our  fdd  co- 
lonies refpeftively,  that  fo  loon  as  the  (late  and  ^ir- 
cumftances  of  the  faid  colonies  will  admit  thereof, 
they  (hall,  with  the  advice  and  confcnt  of  the  mem- 
bers of  Our  council,  fummon  and  call  general  zC- 
femblies  within  the  faid  governments  refpcctivcly,  in 
fuch  nrianner  and  form  as  is  ufed  and  directed  in  thofe 
colonies  and  provinces  in  America,  which  are  under 
Our  immediate  government  -,  and  We  have  alfo  given 
power  to  the  faid  governors,  with  the  confent  of  Our 
laid  councils,  and  the  reprefcntatives  of  the  people, 
fo  to  be  fummoned  as  aforefaid,  to  make,  conllitute, 
and  ordain  laws,  (tatutes  and  ordinances  for  the  pu- 
blic peace,  welfare  and  good  government  of  Our  faid 
colonies,  and  of  the  people  and  inhabitanrs  t.«Tcof, 
as  near  as  may  be  agreeable  to  the  laws  of  Lngl  .nd, 
and  under  fuch  regulations  and  reftrictioas  as  arv  ufed 
in  other  colonies  s  and  in  the  mean  ymc,  and  until 
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4-5  degrees  of  north  latitude,  pafles  along  the  hig^ 
lands  which  divide  the  rivers  that  empty  therofidvq 
into  the  faid  river  St.  Lawrence,  from  thofe  wfa^ 
fall  ir\to  the  fea ;  aqd  alfp  along  the  north  co^ft  -of  t(ie 
Baye  des  Chialeurs,  and  the  coaft  of  the  gu]ph  of  St. 
JLawrence  to  Cape  Rofieres^  and  J(roo>  thence  croflSnff 
the  mouth  of  the  river  St.  Lawrence  by  .the  weft  en! 
of  theifland  of  Ahticofti,  terminates  at  |hc  afondai^ 
river  of  St.  John. 

Secondly,  The  govemineitt  of  Eafl:  Florida,  tbouhd* 
ed  to  the  weftward,  by  the  gulf^of  Mexico  and  the  \ 
Apalachicola  river;  to  the  northward,  by  a  line 
fjrawn  frotti  that  part  of  the  -faid  river  wliene  the  Cha- 
(ahouchee  and  Flint  rivers*  meet,  to  the  fource  of  St 
Mary's  river,  and  by  the  courfc  of  the  faid  f ^vcr  pj 
the  Atlantic  Ocean ;'  and  to  the  eaftward  and  fbuthr 
lArard,  by  the  Atlantic  Ocean,  and  the  gulph  of  Flo- 
rida, including  all  iflands  within  fix  leagues  of  the 
j^ea  coaft. 

Thirdly, .  The  government  of  Weft  Florida, 
)x)unded  to  the  fouthward  by  the  gulph  of  Mexico^ 
including  all  iflands  within  fix  leagues  of  the  coaft 
from  the  river  Apalachicola  to  Lake  Pontchartrain  •, 
fo  the  weftward,  by  the  fame  lake,  the  Lake  Mau- 
repas,..and  the  river  Mifliflippi  •,  to  the  northward,  by 
a  line  drawn  due  eaft  from  that  parp  of  the  river  Mif- 
fiflSppi,  which  lies  in  3 1  degrees  north  latitude,  to  the 
river  Apalachicola  or  Chatahoychee ,  ^nd  to  the  eaft- 
ward  by  the  fame  river. 

Fourthly,  The  government  of  Grenada,  compre- 
hending the  ifland  of  that  name,  together  with  the 
Grenadines,  and  the  iflands  of  Dominico,  St.  yincenti 
and  Tobago. 

And  to  the  end  that  the  open  and  free  fiftiery  of 
Our  fubjcfts  may  be  extended  to,  and  carried  on  up- 
pn  the  coaft  of  Labrador,  and  the  adjacent  iflands, 
"Wc  have  thought  fit,  with  the  advice  of  Our  faid 
privy  council,  to  put  all  that  coaft  from  the  river  St. 
John's  to  Hudfon's  ftraits,  together:  with  the  iflands 
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of  Anticofti  and  Madelaine,  and  all  other  fmaller 
^flands  lying  upon  the  faid  coaft,  under  the  care  and 
inIpe£tion  of  Our  governor  of  Newfoundland. 

We  have  alfo,  with  the  advice  of  Our  privy  coun^ 
oil,  thought  fit  to  annex  the  idaiids  of  St.  John% 
and  Cape  Breton,  or  Ifle  Royale,  with  the  leflcf 
iflands  adjacent  thereto,  to  Our  government  of  Nova 
Scotia. 

We  have  alfo,  with  the  advice  of  Our  privy  coun* 
oil  aforefaid,  annexed  to  Our  province  of  Georgia  all 
the  lands  lying  between  the  rivers  Alatamaha  and  St» 
Mary's. 

And  whereas  it  will  greatly  contribute  to  the  fpeedy 
fettling  Our  faid  new  gbvcrnments,  that  Our  loving 
fubjefts  (hould  be  informed  of  Our  paternal  care  for 
the  fecurity  of  the  liberties  and  properties  of  thofe, 
who  are  and  (hall  become  inhabitants  thereof;  We 
have  thought  fit  to  publifh  and  declare,  by  this  Our 
proclamation,  that  We  have,  in  the  letters  patent 
under  Our  great  fcal  of  Great  Britain,  by  which  the 
faid  governments  are  conftltuted,  giving  exprefe 
power  and  direction  to  Our  governors  of  Our  faid  co- 
lonies refpeftively,  that  fo  loon  as  the  ftate  and^cir- 
cumftances  of  the  faid  colonies  will  admit  thereof^ 
they  (hall,  with  the  advice  and  confent  of  the  mem- 
bers of  Our  council,  fummon  and  call  general  af- 
fcmblies  within  the  faid  governments  refpcftively,  in 
fuch  manner  and  form  as  is  ufed  and  diredled  in  thofe 
colonies  and  provinces  in  America,  which  are  under 
Our  immediate  government  •,  and  We  have  alfo  given 
power  to  the  faid  governors,  with  the  confent  of  Our 
faid  councils,  and  the  reprefentatives  of  the  people, 
fo  to  be  fummoned  as  aforefaid,  to  make,  conftitute, 
and  ordain  laws,  ftatutes  and  ordinances  for  the  pu- 
blic peace,  welfare  and  good  government  of  Our  faid 
colonies,  and  of  the  people  and  inhabitants  t.'i-reof, 
as  near  as  may  be  agreeable  to  the  laws  of  Enghnd, 
and  under  fuch  regulations  and  reftriclions  as  arc  ufed 
in  other  colonies  i  and  in  the  mean  lifncy  and  until 

fucl^ 


«a  PROCLAMATION, 
ivtii  ■£fea4>lics  aathe  qdkd  «s  ^forefaid,  all  perfon 
jahabidBg  in  tx  refirung  m  Our  faid  colonicjt  mtf. 
«(Mifide  inour  royd  fiwaSiah  for  the  cnjormcDt  of 
^  beocfiicf  the  h«n  of  Oitf  realm  of  England  ;  for 
friiich  puipofe  Wc.  hare  given  power  under  Our 
CDcit  jinl  fo  fhe  govenMn  of  Our  faid  colonics  re- 
^Kdiyc]f«  CO  CK&  uid  confticute,  with  die  advice  uf 
Our  &3d  councils  refpcdively,  courts  of  judicaiuie 
tmi  pvblk  juftke  wichui  OUr  faid  colonies,  for  the 
beaniq!;iJiddeterniiiuog.illcaeres,  as  wt-ll  cnmiaal  u 
cml*  tccordjng  to  law  aad  equity,  and  as  near  u 
may  be  agreeaSle  to  the  laws  of  England  ;  with  £• 
Wty  to  «U  pcrfons,  who  maf  think  thetnfclvcs  ag- 
grieved by  toe  frntcttccs  of  AKh  courts,  in  all  c^ril 
cafes,  to  apped,  under  >tlie  ulual  iimiutlons  and  le* 
,  fbiftioBS  to  Us,  inOur  privy  councit. 

Wc  have  alfo  thought  fit,  with  the  advice  of  Our 
privy  council  as  aforelMd,  to  give  unto  the  govemtft 
and  couodis  of  Ourfaid  ttirce  new  colonies  uponthi 
conttnctit^  full  power  and  authority  to  fettle  and  agrtt 
with  the  inhabitants  of  Our  faid  new  colonies,  or  with 
any  other  pcrfons  who  Ihall  refori  thereto,  for  foch 
lands,  tenements  and  hereditaments,  as  are  now  or 
hereafter  fliall  be  in  Our  power  to  difpofe  of,  and 
ihem  to  grant  -to  any  fuch  perfon  or  pcrfons,  upon 
fuch  terms,  and' under  fuch  madirratc  quit-rents,  fa- 
vices  and  acknowledgments,  as  have  been  appointed 
and  fetilcd  in  Our  other  colonies,  and  under  fuch  other 
conditions  as  Qiall  appear  to  Us  to  be  n(;cefiai7  and 
expedient  for  the  advantage  of  the  grantees,  and  tte 
improvement  and  fettlemeni  of  Our  faid  colonies. 

And  whereas  We  are  defirous,  upon  all  occafioo^ 
to  teftify  Our  royal  fenfe  and  approbation  of  the  ciUN 
du£t  and  bravery  of  the  officers  and  foldiers  of  Qvt 
armies,  and  to  reward  die  fame.  We  do  heirby  coa>' 
iDaod  and  impower  Our  governors  of  Our  faid  tbreS 
new  colonics,  and  all  other  Our  governors  of  Our  fc* 
veral  provinces  on  the  continent  of  North  Amcrict, 
to  grant,    without  fee  or  reward,   to  fuch  reduced 
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E>fficers  as  have  ferved  in  North  America  during  the 
late  war,  and  to  fuch  private  foldiers  as  have  been  or 
(hall  be  difbanded  in  Amenca,  and  are  aftualiy  re- 
fiding  there,  and  ihali  perfonally  apply  for  the  lame, 
the  following  quantities  of  lands,  fubjeA  at  the  expi- 
ration of  ten  years  to  the  fame  quit- rents  as  other 
lands  are  fubjedt  to  in  the  province  within  which  they 
ire  granted,  as  alfo  fubje£fc  to  the  fame  conditions  c^ 
cultivation  and  improvement,  viz. 

To  every  pcrfon  having  the  rank  of  a  field  officer, 
5000  acres. 

To  every  captain,  3000  acres. 

To  every  fcfoaltern  or  ftaflf  officer,  2000  acres. 

To  every  non-commiffion  officer  200  acres. 

To  every  private  man  50  acres. 

We  do  likewife  authorife  and  require  the  governors 
uid  commanders  in  chief  of  all  Our  faid  colonies  upon 
the  continent  of  North  America,  to  grant  the  like 
quantities  of  land,  and  upon  the  fame  conditions,  to 
uch  reduced  officers  of  Our  navy  of  like  rank  as 
ferved  on  board  Our  fhips  of  war  in  North  America 
It  the  times  of  the  reduftion  of  Louilbourg  and  Que- 
bec in  the  late  war,  and  who  Ihall  perfonally  apply  to 
Our  refpedive  governors  for  fuch  grants. 

And  whereas  it  is  juft  and  reafonable,  and  eflential 
10  Our  intcreft  and  the  fecurity  of  Our  colonies,  that 
thefeveral  nations  or  tribes  of  Indians,  with  whom 
We  are  conneded,  and  who  live  under  Our  protec- 
tion, fhould  not  be  molcfted  or  difturbed  in  the  pof- 
fefljon  of  fuch  parts  of  Our  dominions  and  territories 
as  not  having  been  ceded  to  or  purcbafed  by  Us,  are 
rcferved  to  them  or  any  of  them  as  their  hunting 
grounds.  We  do  therefore,  with  the  advice  of  Our 
privy  council,  declare  it  to  be  Our  royal  will  and  plea- 
sure, that  no  governor  or  commander  in  chief  in  any 
of  Our  colonies  of  Quebec,  Eaft  Florida,  or  Welt 
Horida,  do  prefume,  upon  any  pretence  whatever,  to 
grant  warrants  of  furvey,  or  pafs  any  patents  for  lands 
beyond  the  bounds  of  tJxeir  refpcdtivc  governments,^ 
7  as 
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^s  defcribed  in  their  comthifliohs  y  as  alio  tfak  no  f^ 
Vernor  nor  commander  in  chief  in  any  .cf  Our  Queic 
colonies  or  plantations  iA  America,  do^  prefume  fir 
the  prefent^  and  until  Oiir  further  pleafure  be  known,' 
to  grant  li^ajraptofiurvey^  or.p^  patents  for.aof 
lands  beyond  the  headi  or  foiirces  o£  any  of  the  riven 
which  fall  into  the  A^antic  Otean  from  the  weft  and 
nortlvweft  \,  or  upon  ftny,  lands  ^hateyer^  which  not  ' 
having  been  cedoi  to  or  purchafed  by  Us  ay  afore^ 
laid,  are  refenrd  to  the  faid  Indians,  or  any  of  themJ   i 

And  We  do  further  dedare  it  to  Be.Our.n^al  ' 
will  and  pleafure,  for  the  prelfent  as  afprefiujj ^  to  re-'  ' 
ferve  under  Odr  fovereigntyj  protc£tJon  aiid  doou- 
nion,  for  the  ufe  of  the  faid  Indims».  all  the  laifds 
and  territories  not  included  within  the  limits  rof  Om;' 
faid  three  new  governments^  or  within  the  limits  of 
the  territory  granted  to  the  Hudfbn's  bay  company;' 
as  alfo  all  the  lands  and  territories  lyijig  to  the  weft- 
ward  of  the  fources  of  the  rivers  which  fall  into  the 
fea  from  the  weft  arid  north-weft  as  aforefaid  ;  and 
We  do  hereby  ftri<flly  forbid,  on  pain  of  Our  difplea- 
fare,  all  Our  loving  fubjedls  from  making  any  pur- 
^^Jiafts  or  Icttleipents  whatever,  or  taking  poflcffion 
of  :!^y  O'f  ^^^  \^T^^  above  referved,  without  Our  efpe- 
cial  lea%'C  and  licence  for  that  purpofe  firft  obtained. 

And  We  do  further  ftriftly  enjoin  and  require  sdl  • 
perfons  whatever,  who.  have,  either  wilfully  or  inad- 
vertently feated  thcmfclves  upon  any  lands  within  the 
countries  above  defcribed,  or  upon  any  other. lands, 
which  having  not  been  ceded  to  or  purchafed  by  Us, 
are  ftill  referved  to  the  faid  Indians  as  aforefaid,  forth* 
with  to  remove  themfelves  from  fuch.fettlements. 

And  whereas  great  frauds  and  abufc§  have  been 
committed  in  the  purchafing  lands  of  thejndians,  tQ 
the  great  prejudice  of  Our  interefts,  and  to  the  great 
diffatisfaftion  of  the  faid  Indians :  In  order  therefore 
to  prevent  fuch  irregularities  for  the  future,  and  to 
the  end  that  the  Indians  may  be  convinced  of  Our 
iuftice  and  determined  refolution  to  remove  all  rear 
^  fonablc 
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ibnable  caufe  of  difcontent.  We  do,  with  the  advice 
of  Our  privy  council,  ftriftly  enjoin  and  require,  that 
no  private  perfon  do  preiiime  to  make  any  purchafc 
from  the  faid  Indians  of  any  lands  referved  to  the  faid 
Indians  within  thofe  parts  of  Our  colonies,  where 
"We  have  thought  proper  to  allow  fettlement  \    but 
that  if  at  any  time  any  of  the  faid  Indians  fhould  br 
inclined  to  difpofe  of  the  faid  lands,  the  fame  ihall 
be  purchafed  only  for  Us,  in  Our  name,  at  fome 
public  meeting  or  aflembly  of  the  (aid  Indians,-  to  be 
ncld  for  that  purpofe  by  the  governor  or  commander 
in  chief  of  Our  colony  refpeftively,   within  which 
they  (hall  lie :  And  in  cafe  they  fhall  lie  within  the  li- 
mits of  any  proprietary  government,  they  fliall  b« 
purchafed  only  for  the  ufe  and  in  the  name  of  fuchi 
proprietaries,    conformable  to  fuch  diredtions    and 
mftruAions  as  We  or  they  (hall  think  proper  to  give 
for  that  purpofe.      And  We  do,  by  the  advice  of 
Our  privy  council,  declare  and  enjoin,  that  the  trade 
with  the  faid  Indians  fiiall  be  free  and  open  to  all 
Our  fubjedls  whatever ;  provided  that  every  perfon, 
who  may  incline  to  trade  with  the  faid  Indians,  do 
take  out  a  licence  for  carrying  on  fuch  a  trade,  from 
the  governor  or  commander  in  c)iief  of  any  of  Our 
colonies  refpeftively,  where  fuch  perfons  fhall  refide» 
aAd  alfo  give  fecurity  to  obferve  fuch  regulations  as 
We  (hall  at  any  time  think  fir,  by  Ourfclves  or  by 
Our  commiflaries,  to  be  appointed  for  this  purpofe, 
todiredl  and  appoint  for  the  benefit  of  the  faid  rrade  : 
And  We  do  hereby  authorife,  enjoin  and  require  the 
fiovemors  and  commanders  in  chief  of  all  Our  co- 
biucs  rcfpeftively,   as  well  thofe  under  Our  imme- 
diate government,   as  thofe  under  the  government 
*nd  direftion  of  proprietaries,  to  grant  luch  licences 
without  fee  or  rewanl,  taking  efpecial  care  to  infert 
therein  a  condition,  that  fuch  licence  Ihall  be  void, 
*nd  the  fecurity  forfeited,    in  cafe  the  perfon,    to 
whom  the  fame  is  granted,  (hall  refufe  or  neglcft  to 

obferve 


iyi       PROdLAMAtlG^. 

obferve  fuch  regulations  as  We  (hall  chinJc  propO-  0 

prefv  ribe  as  aforclaid. 

And  We  do  turtheF  exprefsly  chjom  and  require  alf 
officers  whatever,  as  well  nDilkary  as  thofe  employed 
in  the  manage;Tient  and  direction  of  Indian  afiain 
within  the  territories  reierved,  as  afbre&id,-  for  the 
ule  of  the  faid  Indians,  to  fcize  and  apprehend  all 
pcrlbns  wharever,  who,  (landing  charged  widi  tre«H 
Ions,  milprifions  of  trt-afon,  murders,  or  other  felo-' 
nies  and  miidemeanours,  iholi  fly  firom  juflice  and 
take  refuge  in  the  faid  territory,  and  to  fend  thcifl 
untier  a  proper  guard  to  the  colony  where  the  crime* 
was  com  [nit ted  of  which  they  ftand  accufcd,  in  order 
to  take  their  trial  for  the  fame. 

Given  at  Our  court  at   St.  James's,    the  jfit 

day  of  Odober,  1763,  in  the  third  year  rf* 

Our  reicjn. 

GOD    Save    the    KING. 
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CONCLUSION 

TO     THE 

DISCOVERIES,    VOYAGES, 
and    DESCRIPTIONS. 

relating  to 

AMERICA. 


S  every  article  of  information  relating  to  Ame* 
i  rica  muft  be  interefting  to  a  Britilh  reader,  thd 
jral  materials  we  have  colle6ted  for  that  end,  can- 
be  more  profitably  concluded,  than  by  adding 
le  general  reflections  relating  to  the  condud  of  the* 
tifli  fettlers  in  North  America,  toward  the  Indian 
ives ;  and  of  Great  Britain,  the  mother  country^ 
ard  her  American  colonies.  If  authority  can 
I  any  ftrength  to  reafoning,  the  reader  may 
c  the  fatisfaftion  of  knowing,  that  they  are  the 
larks  of  governor  Pownall ;  whofc  ftation  in  Ame* 
I  w^  not  only  a  fandion  of  his  abilities,  but  gavd 
\  the  beft  opportunities  of  information  rcfpcfting 
American  affairs. 
Phis  gentleman  deduces  his  fubjeft  as  folldws. 

*  The  different  manner  in  which  this  globe  of 
tb  i§  poflTcfTcd,  and  occupied  -by  the  diflferent  fpe- 
\  of  the  human  race  which  inhabit  it,  muft  forni 

^)ecific  difference  in  their  intercft  and  politics. 

*  The- human  race,  which  are  at  prefcnt  found 
this  earth,  may  be  divided  into  three  families ; 
icrically,  and  in  their  elTential  properties,  diftin^t 
I  different  each  from  the  other.  And,  perhaps,  it 
Q  this  natural  truth,  that  the  Beaven-direAed  pen 
tiie  author  of  the  books  of  Mofes  refers^  when  he 
VolATu  T  gives 
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gives  prccifely,  and  only,  three  fons  to  Noah.  ThclS 
tlircc  different  Ipecics,  or  race,  arc — ^Thc  white  race 
— the  red— the  black.  It  is  not  barely  the  coloured 
thele  two  flrll,  which  diftinguiflies  them ;  the  form 
of  their  ikuW;  and  their  hair,  where  there  has  been 
no  mixture,  is  Ipecifically  different  from  each  other; . 
and  a  true  Indian  will  not  judge  by  aily  other  diftinc- 
tion  :  the  black  race  has  wool  inftead  of  hdr,  as  alfi) 
a  form  of  (kull  different  from  each.  Thefc  booksi 
after  having  given  a  philofbphical  account,  doathd 
in  drama,  of  the  origin  of  things,  feems  to  confine 
its  real  narrative  to  the  hiftory  of  the  white  family ; 
to  that  race  of  people  who  had  been  land-workm 
from  the  beginning  -,  who,  wherever  they  have  fpread 
themfelves  over  the  face  of  thi5  globe,  have  carried 
with  them  the  art  of  cuhivating  vines,  ai\d  fruit-tree^ 
and  the  cultivation  of  bread  corn;  who,  wherever 
they  have  extended  themfelves,  have  become  (ettlers^ 
and  have  conftantly  carried  with  them  the  flieep,  goati 
oxen  and  Iiorfe,  domiciliated  and  fpecially  applied  ID 
the  iifes  and  labour  of  a  fcttlement. 

"  rh'j  black  family  are  not  concerned  in  the  prefeot 
confidcrarion. 

"  Tlie  red  family,  wherever  foitnd,  are  wandcrtts 
The  Ta'-tars  are  in  one  part  wandering  herdfmcni 
and  in  other  parts,  himters  and  fifhermcn.  The 
American  inhabitants  are  the  fame  race  of  pcc^ 
from  one  end  of  the  continent  to  the  other ;  and  art 
the  fame  race  or  family  as  the  Tartars,  prcciftly  of 
the  fame  colour,  of  the  fame  form  of  (kull,  of  the  fame 
fpecies  or  hair, — not  to  mention  the  language  and  their 
names. 

"  America,  in  its  natural  flare,  is  one  great  foreft  rf 
woods  and  lakes,  ftocked  not  with  fheep,  oxen,  (K 
hprles;  not  with  animals  of  labour,  and  fuch  as  may 
bp  domiciliared,  but  with  wild  beafls,  game  andfUb; 
vcsetating  not  with  bread-corn,  but  with  a  fpecies  of 
pulle,  which  we  call  mdi/.e,  of  which  there  is  great 
•;  "doubr  whether  it  be  in^iigenous  or  not.— AH  there- 
■-    .  foic 
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fore  that  this  country  afibrdcd  for  food  or  raiment 
muft  be  hunted  for.  The  inhabitants  confequently 
>vou1d  naturally  be,  as  in  fad  tliey  were»  not  land- 
wcrkersy  but  hunters  -,  notfettlers^  hut  wanderers.  They 
would  therefore,  confequently,  never  have,  as  in  faft 
they  never  had,  any  idea  of  property  in  land ;  of 
that  property  which  arifes  from  a  man's  mixing  his 
labour  with  it.  They  would  confequently  never  have, 
as  in  fa£t  they  never  had,  any  one  communion  01 
rights  and  adions  as  extended  to  fociety ;  any  one 
civil  union ;  and  confequently  they  would  never  have 
any  government.  They  know  no  fuch  thing  as  ad- 
miniftrative  or  executive  power,  properly  fo  called  : 
they  allow  the  authority  of  advice,  a  kind  of  legis- 
lative authority  ;  but  there  is  no  civil  coertion  amongft 
them  :  they  never  had  any  coUeftive  aftuating  power 
among  the  whole,  nor  any  magiftrate  or  magiftrates 
to  execute  fuch  power. 

*'  The  race  ot  white  people  migrating  from  Europe, 
ftill  continue  land-workers,  and  have  made  fettle- 
ments  in  parts  of  America  which  they  occupy,  and 
have  tfanfported  thither  bread- corn,  fheep,  oxen, 
horfes,  and  other  ufual  and  domeftic  animals,  that 
are  domiciliate  with  thefe  fettlers. 

"  They  are  a  community— they  are  a  fociety 
they  live  under  government,  and  have  fixed  property 
in  their  lands,  having  fixed  a  permanent  intereft ; 
which  mxxii  i\shi\\i  under  a  continued  ferics  of  fecurity. 
The  locality  of  the  labour  of  thefe  fettlers,  necefla- 
rily  produces  a  reciprocation  of  wants  and  an  inter- 
communion of  fupply,  by  exchange  of  mutual  ne- 
ccflaries.  This  alio  leads  to  an  intercourfc  of  com- 
merce with  others,  who  arc  not  immediately  within 
their  community.  And  hence  arifes  a  commercial 
intereft  to  thefe  fettlers. 

*'  From  the  European  defire  of  having  the  fiirs 
and  peltry  of  the  Indian  hunters,  and  from  the  In* 
<ljan  defire  of  having  the  more  ufeful  and  neceQury 
tools  and  inftruments  of  improved  life ;  an  artificial 
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reciprocation  oif  wants  has  arifcn  between  the  Eurd^ 
pean  fettlers,  and  the  origihal  inhabitants  of  Ame- 
rica, which  hath  gradually  extended  itielf  to  many 
articles  not  at  firlt  called  for.  And  from  tlus  in- 
tercourfe  of  commerce  has  arifen  a  rteceffaly  relatioa . 
of  politics  between  them. 

*'  The  only  true  Ipirit  that  ought  to  aftuatc  thcle 
politics,  mull  arife  from  a  due  knowlege  of  the  cir- 
cumftances  and  intereft^  of  each  •,   and  fix)m  a  con- ; 
itant  invariable  attention  to  that  compofite  incereft' 
which  is  formed  by  their  alliance. 

"  The  intereft  of  a  community  of  fcttlers  muft  lie 
inapernianentferies  of  fecurity  IQ  their  cultured  landj ; 
as  the  hiaking  fettlemencs  is  by  the  fucceffive  yearly 
application  of  repeated  labour,  and  of  its  eventual 
future  efFeft.  Settlers  and  land-workers  want  but 
fmall  trafts  of  land  \  but  mult  have  a  fixed  and  per- . 
manent  property  therein.  A  nation  of  hunters  require 
a  much  greater  extent  of  country,  in  proportion  to 
the  wide  e-i:tendcd  produce  of  a  hunt,  to  the  locaj 
bounded  produce  of  a  farm  or  fettlement ;  fo  that 
the  Indian  property  of  country  confifts  of  two  forts, 
their  dwelling  lands,  and  their  hunt. 

"  The  intcrefl:  of  a  tribe  of  wanderers  lies  in  thfe' 
protcftion  and  fupport  of  the  aged,  of  the  womeji 
and  children  ;  under  the  temporary  locations  of  dwel- 
ling, which  the  fcverity  of  the  winter  leafon,  the  oc- 
cafion  of  the  procuring  pulle  in  the  feaibn  of  vegeta- 
tion, and  the  times  of  parturition,  render  neceffary 
even  to  wanderers. 

•'  As  fixed  regulations  and  protection  of  trade, 
mufl  be  the  cflential  fpirit  of  tJic  politics  and  the  laW 
of  nations  to  a  commercial  nation"^  j  fo  an  exaft  and 

ftria 

■   *  Hbntinit  being  but  the  amcrpmrnr,  the  diverfiCn  of  a  nat'on 

sffertlcr^  I  he  rights  and  laws  or  i:  m;.y  r.ot  r.ppcar  as  nutionsf! 

oJ*7~^u.'  to  a  uaiiou  of  liur.ur^  ilvie  lifcotnc  ilic  nrttioital  intc- 

ind   ihe  laws  of  nation^. — A  \iivaiioii  of  thcl-  laws  of  na- 

as  fubfilling  between  naiicn^  of  iiuiitcr:,  wa^  ihe  c^uTc  of 


(1^^  obicrvancc  of  the  laws  ot  ^30fti&§:.  i^  p-rcrr- 
tion  of  the  gasic,  and  the  nroft  rgii  i^ciccL  cf  i:>r 
kuMtj  f  better  pcrhips  unienijod  by  osir  tiv^r:::::?:: 
t^n  our  politicians^  bccocne  t^  ^^rr.*  r^'  ft^.r4.-  :r  jjs 
bunting  naiicn, 

*'  From  thcfc  principles  ier  us  cirrr  ocr  co— ili- 
rations  into  fafts. 

*'  The  European  lani-wcrkers,  lirhrs  tber  c^rae  r> 
fcnlc in  Acscrica,  be-an  tradir-c;  whh i^ie  Ir-citr?  i  s:*! 
•obtained  leave  or  the  laiiaiis  tD  culiir— c  lizull 
tracts  as  fettlenienrs  or  dwelling.  Tbr  Inf  la::?  iuv- 
ing  no  other  idea  of  property,  than  wha:  v  as  c^eu;.vt> 
able  to  their  tranGeot  teniporarT  cwtrlling  flares, 
eafily  granted  this.  When  they  can;?  ro  perct;  re  the 
very  different  eflfcct  of  fettlerr*cr.t5  of  lan:iworLrrs 
creating  a  permanent  property  always  emending  ir.cl^ 
they  became  very  uneafy  ;  but  yer,  la  the  true  fpirit 
of  jufiice  and  honour,  abided  by  the  ci&ds  of  con- 
(reffipns  which  they  had  made ;  but  which  ihey  would 
not  have  m^de,  had  they  un^t^rilood  beforch^^nq  the 
force  of  them. 

*'  From  this  moment  the  politics  of  the  Indian* 
were  fixed  on,  and  confined  10  two  points.  The  guard- 
ing their  dwelling-lands  and  their  hunts  from  die  en- 
{:roachment  of  the  European  fettlers  •,  and  their  per- 
petually labouring,  to  our  utter  IJiame,  in  vain,  to 

the  war  between  the  Five-nation  confederacy*  and  the  O'llinois* 
The  Ohio  hunt,  to  the  fouth-eall  of  Lake  Erie,  was  common  to 
dieie  nations  ;  the  laws  of  the  hunt  required,  that  at  cnch  heairer- 
pond,  the  Indians  (hoold  leave  a  certain  number  of  male*  and  fe« 
males  ;  the  Oilinois,  on  fome  occafion  of  pic(ue,  dcAroyed  all.  'i  li# 
Five  Nations  declared  war  a^ainA  the  Oi'linois.  An  Indian  w«if 
ends  not  hot  in  the  total  redudion  of  (he  one  or  the  other*  Tli^ 
Oi'linois  were  totally  conquered.  1  he  conntirre J  •?«•;« nfr)',  as  well 
as  the  hunt,  became  the  ri^^ht  of  Uie  I'ivc  Na'oiH;  ai»'i  were; 
amon?ft  the  reft  of  t^eir  lai^s^  ps»%  iy  iiMtm,  i;:i«/  IM  i»4od*  of 
the  Engiifh  in  txcfl. 

•  Perhaps  Sea  EQg^^^.£  mty  bt  as  '-/'jtM..'-^  T*^  f-^t*?*  '^^ 
gan  an  unjuft  v>aragasoi!c/,jrtii ;  <;>*pr 'x^-»^w^*".  •V-^  '"iU*y%  ;  ♦'•I 
their  claim  is  befl^  a«  well  a»  y^J*  ^vt. viCrf  .^.ni'VA.vwICr  'VMT j 
tie  Indians  ackn^ivlta^' 
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eftablilh  fomc  equitable  and  fixed  regulations  in  the 
trade  carried  on  between  them  and  the  Eurotfeans. 

«<  The  European  encroachments,  not  only  by  the 
extent  of  their  fcttlements,  but  by  their  ptieftiming  tt 
build  forts  on  the  Indians  dwt^lling  lands,  and  in  tW 
territories  of  their  hunts,  without  leave;  or  by  col- 
lufion  i    and  the    impofitions  and  frauds  committal 
aeainft  the  Indians  in  trading  with  them  ;  have  been 
thr  occafions  of  conftant  complaint  from  the  Indians,' 
and  the  invariable  fource  of  Indian  hoftiticies :  and 
yet  even  thcfe  might  have  been  furmounted,  were  it 
not  that  we  have  conftantly  added  an  aggravation  to 
this  injuftice,  by  claiming  a  dominion  in  confequcnce 
of  a  landed  pcjfejfion.     Againft  this  the  free  fpirit  of  4n 
Indian  will  revolt,   to  the  laft  drop  of  his'  blood; 
this  will  be  perpetual,  unremitted  caufe  of  war  to 
them  againft  us.     Againft  it,  they  have  at  all  timoi* 
and  upon  all  occafions  protefted,  and  they  will  never 
give  it  uji.     As  long  as  we  keep  up  this  ufelds,  faitfc* 
lefs  claim  of  dominion  over  them,  fo  long  (hall  wc 
be  embroiled  in  war  with  them.      The  European 
power  may  perhaps  finally  extirpate  them,  but  can 
rever  conquer  them.    The  perpetual  increafing  gene- 
rations of  Europeans  in  America,  may  fupply  num- 
bers that  muft,  in  the  end,  wear  out  thefe  poor  In- 
dian inhabitants  from  their  own  countr)*  •,  but  we  fliall 
pay  dear,  both  in  blood  and  treafure,  in  the  mean 
while,  for  our  horrid  injuftice.     Our  frontiers,  from 
the  nature  of  advancing  fcttlements,  difperfed  along 
the  branches  of  the  upper  parts  of  cur  rivers,  and 
fcjttered  in  the  difunited  valleys,  amidft  the  moun- 
tains ;   muft  be  always  unguarded,  and  defencelcfs 
againft  the  incurfions  of  Indians.    And  were  we  able, 
under  an  Indian  war,  to  advance  our  ft^ttlements  ycl 
farther,  they  would  be  advanced  up  to  the  very  dens 
of  thofc  favages.     A  fettler,  wholly  intent  on  labour- 
ing on  the  foil,  cannot  ftand  to  his  arms,  nor  defend 
himfelf  againft,  nor  fcek  his  enemy  :    environed  with 
woods  and  fwamps,  he  knows  nothing  of  the  coun-» 

try 
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ly  beyond  his  farm :  the  Indian  knows  every  fpot 
DOT  ambufh  or  defence.  The  farmer,  driven  from 
is  little  cxiltured  lot  into  thp  woods^  is  loft :  the  In^^ 
ian  in  the  woods,  is  every  where  at  home  \  every 
ulh,  every  thicket,  is  4  camp,  from  whence,  at  the 
ery  moment  when  he  is  fure  of  his  blow,  he  can 
jlh  upon  his  prey.  The  farmer's  cow,  or  his  horfe, 
annot  go  into  the  woods,  where  alone  they  mu(i 
jbfift :  his  wife  and  children,  if  they  Ihut  them- 
rlvcs  yp  in  thtrir  poor  wretchecr  loghoufe,  will  be 
umed  in  it :  and  the  hufbandman  in  the  field  m\l 
e  (hot  down  while  his  hand  holds  the  plough.  An 
European  fettler  can  make  but  momentary  efforts  of 
'ar,  in  hopes  to  gain  fome  point,  that  he  may  by  it 
btain  a  feries  of  fecurity,  under  which  to  work  l]is 
mds  in  peace :  the  Indian's  whole  life  is  a  warfare, 
id  his  operations  never  difcontinued.  In  fhorr,  our 
ontier  fcttlements  muft  ever  lie  at  the  mercy  of  the 
kvages :  and  a  fettler  is  the  natural  prpy  tb  an  In- 
ian,  whofe  fole  occupation  is  war  and  hunting.  To 
Duntries  circumftanced  as  our  colonies  are,*  an  In- 
ian  is  the  mod  dreadful  of  enemies.  For,  in  war 
ith  Indians,  no  force  whatever  can  defend  our  froh- 
crs  from  being  a  conftant  wretched  fcene  of  confla- 
rations,  and  of  the  moft  fhocking  murders.  Wherc- 
I  on  the  contrary,  our  temporary  expeditions  againit 
lefe  Indians,  even  if  fuccefsful,  can  do  thefe  wan- 
brers  little  harm.  Every  artkle  of  their  property  is 
ortable,  which  they  always  carry  with  them  :  and 

is  no  great  matter  of  diftrefs  to  an  Indian  to  be  dri- 
en  from  his  dwelling  grouji|d,  who  finds  an  home  in 
le  firft  place  that  he  fits  down  upk>n.  *   ' 

•*  If  we  entertain  an  idea  of  conqueft,  in  fupport  of 
lis  ambitious  folly  of  don^inion,  we  muft  form  fuch 
(eries  of  magazines  and  entrepots  for  ftores^  anv 
lunition  and  provifions  \  We  muft  maintain  in  con- 
ant  employ  fuCh  a  numerous  train  of  waggons  for 
le  roads,  fuch  riiultitudes  of  boats  and  veflels  for 
le  waters  ^  we  m  ift  eftabliih  fuch  a  chain  of  fortified 
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cndlefs  expence  of  all  dus  condod,  and  dieo  aniwcv ' 
id^iiplMrpfafiMbk  porpefe  Aieh''  oieafoelaidas^triiA 
0iay  io  a  much  braerMdjufter  «qr  be  obtaiped^    . 

*^  If  oqr  government  confiders  dus  wel),  ind  «9 
lifHf^o  jtfi^  beftverfcd  tri  Itadi^h^Mff|^  k 

^Hm  be^pofiVthctd  that  boncfly  is  the  beftjppn^;  apa 
)iiW  ouf  dominion  io  America,  wiU  be  beft  MnA^Ofitk 
^oUndfed^in  fmth  and  juftice,  toward  die  teim^AilTtf 
Xfiefe  moch  ifijbred  natives  of  the  country.  *'  ^^  -  *^ 
*^-^  •'The  Inaian  lands  arp  of  two  kinds 
d#elfingrland,  where  their  caftlcs  are^  a^ 
|itinting-gix>und«  ^-  ^'  ^^ 

**  In  the  year  1684,   the  Five  Nations^ 
diemfelves  bard  prefled  by  the  French*  and  t! 
diansy  did,  by  a  treaty  at  Albany,  pdt^  bnicB' 
caftles  of  the  Mohawks  and  Oneidas  under  ihe/inlSk^ 
tion  of  the  Engli/b  government :  and  the  En^^~  j(i» 
cordingly  undercook  ibe  truft  to  guarantee  tidbitllb 
thefc  Indians.     And  as  the  externsJ  mark; ;  ^jT'^^ifidl^ 
this  a£l  and  deed  ihould  be  anounced,  (helnlQiaqi 
drfired  that  the  duke  of  York's  arms  might  beaffii^ 
to  their  caftlcs.     .    .  •       .  -.  .-^'7>^7 

**  The  right  of  the  Five  Nation  confederacfr  tcrffii 
hunting  Itods  of  Ohio,  Tieiickfouchronditc  aid  ^i» 
niftderiada,  by  the  conqueft  they  had  made  infubdtt^ 
ing  the  Shaoanaes,.  Delawares,  (as  we  call  duciDU 
Twiftwes  and  Oilinois,  may  be  fairly  proved  asi3i^ 
(lood  poflTefled  thereof  at  the  peace  of  Refwick,  ia  1697. 
?  ♦^  In  the  year  1 70 1 ,  they  put  all  their  huhdtag»^ 
lands  under  the  proteftion  of  the  Englifb,  is  ap^pto 
by  the  records,  and  by  the  recital  and  confirmadbB 
thereof  in  the  following  deed, 
t  "  In  the  year  1726,  the  Seneccas,  Cayougaes  and 
Ononda-8gacs  acced^  to  the  iamc  tcnns  of  alliaoc^ 

•  •  -  ■  •4  lu 
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in  which  the  Mohawks  and  Onek^as  were  already. 
So  that  the  whoie  of  the^dwtlUng  and  bundbg  lands 
of  the  Five  Nation  confedencjr  were  puc  undkr  the 
protedtion  of  the  Englilh,  and  held  by  them  in  tk  vst» 
for  and  to  the  use  of  thefe  Indians  and  their  poftetity. 

4 

^^  Copy  of  Agreement  with  the  Sachems  of  the 

Five  Nations. 

T  O  all  people  to  whom  this  prelent  iniitrument  of 
writing  (hall  come :  Whereas  the  Sachems  of  the  Five 
Nations  did,  on  the  nineteenth  day  of  July,  One 
thouiand  feven  hundred  and  one,  in  a  conference  held 
ac  Albany,  between  John  Nanfan,  Efq;  late  lieute- 
nant-governor of  New  York,  give  and  render  up  all 
their  land  where  the  beaver-hunting  is,  which  they 
won.  with  the  fword,  then  eighty  years  ago,  to  Coo- 
rakhoo  *y  our  great  king,  praying  that  he  might  be 
their  proteftor  and  defender  there;  for  which  they  dc- 
lired  that  their  fecretary  might  then  draw  an  inllru- 
ment  for  them,  to  fign  and  feal,  that  it  might  be 
carried  to  the  king ;  as  by  the  minutes  thereof^  now 
in  the  cuftody  of  the  fecretary  for  Indian  affairs  at 
Albany,  may  fully  and  at  large  appear. 

WE,  Kanakaxighton  and  Shanintfaronwe,  Sinneke 
Sachems ;  OafoghkoreeDekaniforee  and  Aenjeueratt, 
Cayouge  Sachems ;  Raclyakadorodon  and  Sadagee- 
iiaghtie,  Onondaga  Sachems,  of  our  own  accord, 
free  and  voluntary  will,  do  hereby  ratify,  confirm, 
fubmit  and  grant ;  and  by  thefe  prcfents  do  (for  our- 
fidves,  our  heirs  and  fucceilprs,  and  in  behalf  of  the 
whole  nations  of  Sinnekes,  Cayouges  and  Onondages) 
ratify,  confirm,  fubmit  and  grant  unto  our  mod  fove- 
isfiigh  Lord  George,  by  the  grace  of  God,  King  of 
Great  Britain,  France  and  Ireland,  defender  of  the 
faith,  &c.  his  heirs  and  fucceflbrs  for  ever,  all  the 
faid  land  and  beaver- hunting,  io  be  froteEltd  and  de- 
fended by  bis  faid  majefiy^  his  heirs  and  fucceflbrs,  to 
and  for  the  \j%z  of  us^  our  heirs  and  fucceffors^^  and  the 

*  it  is  b/  thij  name  that  they  mean  the  King  of  England. 
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f^  thfK  nations :  and  we  do  alfb,  of  our  own  accocd^ 
irse  ajid  voluntary  will,  give,  ren4er,  ("ubmii  ami 
grant,  and  by  thefe  prefents  do,  tor  ourftlves,  ou; 
heirs  and  focccQors,  give,  render,  fubmir,  and  grtaH 
unto  our  faid  fovereign  Lord  King  George,  his  oei;^ 
and  fucceflbrs  tor  ever,  all  that  land  lying  and  be- 
ing fixty  miles  diftance,  taken  dJrtfAly  irom  the  wa. 
tcr,  into  the  country,  beginning  trora  a  creek  called 
Canah6ge,  on  the  Lake  Olwcgo,  al]  along  the  fiio -i 
lake,  and  ^ll  along  jhe  n^^rrow  pifijge  from  the  faid 
iake  to  the  fails  of  Oniqgara,  called  Caaiquaraghcj 
an  X  .  i  I  along  the  river  of  Oniiigara ;  and  all  along  ihd 
JLake  Caiaraqui  to  the  creek  called  Sodons,  belong" 
ing  to  the  Sinnckes ;  and  from  Sodons  to  the  hra 
called  Teg^chunckfefode,  belonging  to  the  Cayou-  "j 
ge5  J  and  from  Tegechunckferode  to  the  creek  cal- 
led Cayhunghage,  belonging  to  the  Onond;?ges  :  al{ 
the  faid  lands,  btiing  of  the  breadth  of  fixty  Englifii 
iniles  as  atbrefajd,  all  the  way  from  the  aforcfaid  lakq 
or  rivers,  diredly  into  the  country,  and  ihf  rcby  iiH 
eluding  all  the  caftlcs  of  the  aforelaid  three  nations*  i 
wifh  all  the  rivers,  creeks  and  lakes,  within  the  £ua 
limits,  to  he  prcU^ed  and  deferded  bj  bis  faid  faajejtyt ' 
bis  hiirs  and  fuccefforsfer  ever,  to  and,for  our.  v%9^  t0, 

ieirs  and  fuccejfffrs,  and  the f^d  thru  nations. *■',    "t 

In  tcftitntMiy  whereof,  wc  have  hereunto  fct  bq; 
marks,  and  affixed  our  fcals,  in  the  cin*  of  Ali^asfi 
this  fourteetith  day  of  September,  in  toe  ttnrte^idl 
year  <3^  bis  majefty's  retgn,  amofut  Domini  17x6^-  >'■ 

Sgned,  fealed,  and  deliveret^  in  the  prdeocft 
of  us 

Philip  LivingftoO)       Mynderft  Schuykrt 
Peter  Vsnlvugh,  L»wraBce  Ckuuiii  * 

Secretary's  office,  New  Tork.    The  preoeduig  il 
A,t]\ie  ot^y  of  the  record  in  lib.  patents,  numb.  o.  p. 
*53i>-  254.    Sxunined  aiul  compared  therewith  of 
'■■■■■  Gko.  Bantar,  Deputy  Secretary* 
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«*  Inftead  rf  executing  /feV  /n/^  faithfuHf  irtd  with 
honour,  by  cxtfcndin^  to  the  Indians  our  civil  pi^tec- 
tion  againft  the  frauds  of  the  Englifti,  and  our  ttiili- 
htry  protcftion  againff  the  attempts  ^f  the  French; 
we  have  ufcd  this  truft  only  as  a  pretence  to  i^Jwiie  d 
dominion  overthem — We  have fuffcred  thcEtiglilh  fct- 
tiers  to  profit  of  every  bad  occafibn  to  defraud  them 
ftf  their  lands — We  have  never  made  any  efibdtual 
Regulations  to  prevent  their  being  defradded  iri  their 
trade ;  and  until  our  own  mtereft  appeared  to  beaflWl-i^ 
cd,  we  abandoned  them  to  their  own  chanrce  arid  force, 
bppofcd  to  the  ftrength  of  a  powerful  enemy.  Nayi 
when  at  laft  we  thought  neceflary,  for  the  fake,  not 
of  national"  faith  and  honour ;  for  the  fake,  not  of 
thefe  our  faithful  allies  ;  but  for  the  fake  of  our  own 
fkfety  and  intertft,  to  interfere,  in  oppofing  the  French, 
encroachments,  we  took  it  up  as  difpuring  the  em-^ 
pire  of  America  with  the  French  :  not  a$  protefting 
and  guarding  the  Indian  lands  and  intercft  to  their 
ufe,  agreeable  to  the  facred  tfuft  by  which  we  are 
bound.  — And  thus  thefc  favages  (as  we  to  our  own 
Ihame  call  them)  repeatedly  told  us,  "  That  both  we 
**  and  the '  French  fought  to  amufe  them  with  fine 
**  tales  of  our  fevcral  upright  intentions  :  that  both 
"  parties  told  them,  that  they  made  war  for  the  pro- 
**  teftion  of  the  Indian  rights ;  but  that  our  aSions 
^  plainly  difcovered,  that  the  war  was  only  a  conteft 
**  who  fhould  become  mafters  of  that  country,  which 
^*  was  the  property  rcichcr  of  the  one  nor  the  other.** 
Since  we  have  driven  the  French  government  from 
America,  we  have  confirmed  this  charge  of  the  In- 
dians againft  us,  by  afluming  that  dominion  which 
in  faith  and  juftice  we  cannot  fay  we  have  gained 
over  the  Indians,  which,  in  faft,  we  have  not  gained ; 
and  which,  be  it  remembered,  will  coft  more  blood 
and  treafure  before  we  do  gain  it,  than  it  is  for  the 
honour  and  intereft  of  Great  Britain  to  expend  in  fo 
bad  and  ufelefs  a  caufe.  While  thefe  poor  rribes  of 
himters  remain,  it  will  be  pur  own  fault  if  they  do 
i.  -  not 
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i^ot  remain  in  perfed  harmony  and  good  alliance  with 
vs.  As  hunters,  their  intereft  can  ne\'cr  interfere  with 
ours,  as  fettlers ;  but,  on  the  contraiy,  wUl  become 
the  fource  of  the  natural  and  moil  profitable  trade  to 
us  as  traders.  They  are  continually  wearing  away ; 
and  as  they  dirrinifh  or  retire,  they  cede  their  lands 
to  us  in  peace :  which  we,  thus  in  time  as  fall;  as  we 
can  really  want  them,  may  poflefs  in  right  and  juf4 
tice,  untainted  with  the  impeachment  of  having  bctn 
gained  by  murder  and  fraud.  While  therefore  we  do 
remain  a  great  and  juft  nation,  as  we  pride  ourfelvcs 
Great  Britain  is,  wefliould  abhor  the  black  baie  thought 
of  ufing  the  power  which  Providence  hath  given  us, 
to  the  ruin  and  deftruftion  of  thele  brave  and  lite 
people-,  of  thefe  people  who  gave  us  our  firft  fettlemen( 
in  this  country,  and  have  lived  with  us,  except  under 
fon^  temporary  interruptions,  in  a  feries  of  faithfi4 
alliance." 

With  all  due  deference,  however,  to  the  ingenioof 
fentiments  of  this  gentleman,  whofe  hypothelis  wt 
muft  fuppofe  to  be  grounded  on  his  own  knowlege 
of  thefe  people  whom  he  afllimes  to  be  wanderen 
ccfiflituiiGmllyy  rather  than  fuch  from  the  want  oiF 
civilization  ;  we  have  only  to  hint,  that  from  the  au- 
thority cf  Major  Rogers  and  other  authentic  informa- 
tion, the  nations  to  the  fouthward  do  cultivate  their 
lands,  and  breed  cattle.  If  v/e  turn  our  eyes  ftill 
farther  fouthward  into  the  Spanilh  fcttlcments,  how- 
ever the  enflaved  inhabitants  may  now  have  funk  into 
barbarifm,  the  heretofore  populous  nations  of  Mexico 
and  Peru  cannot  be  fuppofed  to  have  fubfifted  them- 
felves  by  hunting,  but  to  have  been  fettlers  :  and  it 
is  admitted  that  this  whole  continent  is  inhabited  by 
one  cafl:  of  inhabitants. 

The  antient  natives  of  Britain,  as  defcribed  by  Cac- 
lar,  with  their  painted  bodies,  cloathed  with  the  fkins 
of  beafts,  Ihifting  their  habitations  for  the  cpnveni- 
cnty  oi  pafturage,  and  divided  into  petty  nations  or 
tribes,  ever  agitated  by  inteftine  jars  -,  appear  to  have 
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borne  a  very  near  refemblance  to  the  pre&nt  North  A-* 
mcricans.  The  Britons,  difrovered  andenflavedby  more 
improved  ftrangcrs,  arrived  Qowly  at  greater  degi:ceS 
of  knowlege  and  civilization,  through  a  long  SLppr^n* 
ticelhip  under  the  bondage  of  Romans,  Saxons^ 
Danes,  and  Normans^:  tausht  by,  and  inqoiporated 
With  whom,  all  the  world  has  fufficient  experience  < 
of  what  Britons  are  at  this  time.  The  Indiiins,  of 
North  America  at  leall,  with  all  their  complaintsf,  ^ 
have  not  experienced  fuch  hard  ufa^  as  our  ancef^ 
tors  had  *,  but  it  (hould  feem,  as  if  human  nature 
found  no  propenfity  to  quit  favage  manners,  and  ap- 
J)ly  to  the  arts  of  civil  life,  without  the  application 
of  force,  or  the  obligation  of  neceflity. 

'With  refpcft  to  the  encroachments  complained  of 
by  the  1  ndians,  though  their  rcfentmenc  of  the  prc- 
fcnc  injury  they  receive  thereby,  may  prevent  their 
feeing  the  true  ftate  of  the  cafe,  or  tracing  its  confe- 
quences  j  thefe  encroachments  are  evidently  the  ne- 
ceflary  effcfts  of  the  growth  of  our  flourifhing  fcttlc- 
ments :  which  by  an  increafe  of  inhabitants  mull  un- 
avoidably extend  into  the  country,  and  call  for  thbfe 
tracks  to  be  cultivated,  which  hitherto  lay  wild.  A 
country  can  maintain  but  very  few  inhabitants  by 
hunting,  compared  with  what  may  fubfift  on  it,  by 
cultivating  the  land.  Inftead  therefore  of  being  driven 
out  of  their  native  foil,  the  Indians  will  only  be  driven 
to  unite  in  fociety  and  cultivate  it :  thus  will  the  arts 
and  improvements  of  civil  life  infinuate  themfelves 
among  them ;  and  thus  will  their  favage  manners  be 
humanized.  And  though  the  viGonary  philofopher, 
tvho  profefles  to  fet  up  what  he  calls  natural  fociety, 
in  oppofition  to  civil,  may  dwell  on  the  vices  and 
evils  which  may  be  carried  among  the  Indian  tribes^ 
together  with  our  arts  and  manners ;  a  fair  compari- 
fon  will  be  far  from  terminating  againft  the  advanta- 
^s  of  improved  fociety,  A  cultivated  country,  full 
of  inhabitants,  under  the  regulation  of  laws,  amply 
liipplicd  with  ncceffaries  thcmfelves,  and  capable  of 
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i(upplyU)gthewaQU  of  other  counmes^  has  little  to  q)« 
prehend  ttom  a  comp^iibn  with  the  iacne:  country,  tf 
neceHity  ,  rcouired  to  he  thm  of  people,  and  lying 
vsafie^  that  tne  animals  required  for  the  fubfiftence  Qt 
the.  fcattered  tribes,  may  have  room  to  prowl  .about : 
theie  tribes  alio  under  an  equal  obligs^on  to  ntiaimaio 
a  continual  warfare  with  each  other>. excited  by  hett- 
^i^ry  antipathies,  and  difputes  concerning  their  hunt- 
ing grouiods.  .Such.  deftruiStive  jars  being  abfolutdi 
necelury  to  keep  fuch  4ohabitants  from  inci^allnfi;  be« 
yood  what  the  quantity  of  game  their  country  aflwds, 
willfupport, But  to  rcturii* 

Mrl  PownalPs  obfervatiohs  oh  the  policy  by  which 
the  trade  of  our  colonies  with  the  motlier  country  is 
regulated,  and  his  hints  ]for  the  improvement  of  it 
to  the  mutual  advantage  of  both^  appear^  to  becx« 
trcamly  judicious. 

He  obferves,  "  The  general  principle  of  the  laws 
of  trade  regulating  the  colony  trade,  is,  that  the  colo- 
nies fhould  not,  on  one  hand,  be  fupplied  with  any 
thing  but  from  a  Britijb  market^  nor  export  their  pro- 
duce any  where  but  to  a  Britijh  market.  In  the  appli- 
cation of  this  principle,  the  prefent  laws  direft,  ex- 
cept in  fome  fpecial  particulars^  that  the  colonies  (hall 
import  all  their  fupplies  from  Britain^  and  carry  all 
their  produce  to  Britain. 

If  now,  inftcad  of  confining  this  market  for  the 
colonies  to  Britain  only,  which  is  a  partial  and  defec- 
tive application  of  the  general  principle  whereon  the 
avSt  of  navigation  is  founded ;  this  colony  trade  was 
made»  amidd  other  courfes  of  trade,  an  occafion  of 
eftabiiftiing  BritiJIi  markets  even  in  other  countries^  the 
true  ufe  would  be  derived  to  the  general  interelt  from 
thefc  advantageous  circumflances ;  while  in  particu- 
lar, the  colonies  and  the  mother  country  would  be 
mutually  accommodated.  In  the  firft  caie,.  the  gene- 
ral inttrrcil,  perverted  to  partial  purpofes,  becomes 
lb  far  forth  obftrudted  ;  ia  the  fecond,  it  would  be 
carried  by  tlie  genuine  fpirit  of  it  to  its  utmoft  ex- 
trot. 
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thofe  dctiei  vh^ih  iiit  priru:^  c:  iiir  cc::r,^,    ~- 
ried  to  mark?:-  ou^rr*:  i:  i^*  i:  il=  nmir-  ZwZTr-. 
the  coionits  v^crr  pfrr.:r^i   ir  -rnrrr.   :=:r-  rri^'-^-T- 
(fuch  as  are  the  b:^:-  D'  'z:2:::ztzl^  t  zrr  ^zrzli  th.- 
nufafture  cxcfprrf    ±'rzZL"  z.  f-~.ir  ri-^r— ^.  rr^ 
vided  thev  Iblj  i:  i:  :.r^  ^ '::.-:    r:.;      tiT^"  -"_  r 
fuch  a  pbce,  £.ri£  w^rt  •:::  i-r-:r.."i2:-  r  ri-r-  r-:--;rz 
their  fupp'iirs  f-i'r.  t  i.-:::r  r::      -r-i_z.^   i:  i:-:/r 
parts,  to  ii-7p'T  zn^mrr-r    v:::    r:-   zsttj-l  rrjn. 
and  prcxicct   :»:  :hL:  rii-rt-     :^   r^jr-r-::n-— -    i:*^ 
any;  w'sy  iriirrfr't  v.:l  ':<t  L-n:.':   t^  .-:*.r.-.-r    r:. 

their  amvLi  :r.  :  t  ri'.'jr.tr-    ::-  _-rr  i-:.t  :^  i.v 
would  have  rii^i  i>^  i-"-:^':^  ii.t  _r-  :.-:-:..•:    r: 

the  acioi  r*£v:^:,i4::.  u:,.:  -«-.  .       rrr:      :_-  -m*.- 
of  the  cobr.tE  r.:..^-    i.r  tr-.i^ir-^-:     r- :    :..-  ^  . 

plied  by,  ai~::i:  ;?.::•':.■■     r_"  •-     ...    .-t..::-.  ^    . 
caTion  of  citiz-I.^L.r.r  :■-'  Lt.  *:     -  ...r         v^-.   - 
countries.     Trt  il::.-    -r-.V-_     ''..":-'.     • 
In  a  narrov.  rr  •.  :rv .   :  t:  ---  -  -.:.•  :-  -.  j:       ;  -    ..  . ,. 
ing   iVci'rit:':    l:    rr:-.-.    . -=r-      <-  -       -.      ,,- 
Lisbon,  Cii  r,  i::.    v.^.:    ,.:    ,    -    ,      —     •:    . 
cxtcnfive  ckii  iftri-^r:.:  --:...-'  ^  -  .  ..i  . 

and  buiidinr  -:-  -'^/'  i"    -•''  "^^-r  .-   -:  -        .    .- 

to  \IT  ■''"■"  r     •■--''*■  -^•- *—--■•*  ■  -     •'    .        --     ■       ^    ^    . 

farily ^qla'rtr  '.'it  -'vt'_.w   :•-'-" r;     ^    ::.-.  w   -  ■-. 
•^ould  erh-e*  :: '.'-      i:  Lt..!-    -;; 't.'r..    ^  r:  .-^   ■..- 
final  prcn:  cf  i:*t  i:^ :  1   i  ^-^-fi.    '.„-:: -/r-.i      "   - 
profits  of  fjcii  nrLT-:— ..  'z"J.'  •-•::.-:t-  \    .-   V-r*.   i.- 
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the  tacronsi  :t::2T:  :-.  r.rci:-  :,-.-..    -  m. 
Grcat  Briuir^    :-.t  z-rtrxi^-^  \i  -r.ir^   '-..:. ^   ' 
fiJfe  policy;    :f  — .t  rr.Lr  r,  v^  '-u*.-      ..  ^  - 
ourcolonv  cxicr::  v^  's'.  i.-*i   .   --^  •*.'.  -^ 
fuch  faduries  are  ef--*^.iltr-  .i  v.:  ','^:'-:ii-- 
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Erinciple  oh  which  the*  aft  of  navigation  ,aroIe,  Irdt 
ecomes  coincident  with,  and  aiding  to  it ;  in  eanend* 
ing  the  Britifli  navigation  .and  Britilh  markets,  and 
fecuring  the  final  profits  thereof  to  Britain  only. 

If  this  method  of  feafoning  be  found  not  contrary 
to  the  principle  of  the  a£c  of  navigartion ;  if  tlus  nwa* 
fure,  at  the  fame  time  that  it  encourages  the  trad^  of 
bur  colonies,'  is  found  to  do  it  in  a  way  fubiervient  tt 
the  general  commerce  of  Great  Britain,  extending 
the  Britifh  markets,  and  fecuring  the  finsd  balance 
of  ph)fit  to  Britain  only  :  if  this  ^irit  of  adminiftra- 
tion,  fo  far  as  government  has  i  right  to  dirbft  the 
courie  of  trade,  be  adopted  in  this  part  of  it  ^  tliK 
great  points  which  it  has  to  fecure,  are  firft,  that  the 
colony  exports  to,  and  the  fuppUes  purchafed  by 
them  from  thefe  foreign  -ports,  iefold  and  haiqbt  at  a 
Britifh  market  only.^  The  government  has  a  right  to 
extend  its  laws  to  thcfe  colony  traders,  and  to  the 
faftories  eftabliftiedin  foreign  ports.—— It  can  there- 
fore, partly  by  fuch  laws  as  it  finds  proper  to  enad, 
for  the  regulation  of  this  faftory  trade,  and  partly  by 
obliging  thefe  colony  traders  to  give  bond  before  their 
departure  from  the  colonies,  fecure  and  confine  dl 
thefe  tranfadtions  of  that  commerce,  which  is  per- 
mitted at  any  fuch  port,  to  a  Britifh  market  only : 
the  laws  that  ellablifhed  thefe  being  a  favour  extend- 
cd  to  the  colonies,  and  promoting  the  intereft  of  thefe 
faffcories,  would,  as  all  laws  of  trade  (hould  do,  exe- 
cute themfelves ;  and  by  giving  the  requifite  powers 
to  a  conful,  or  naval  reQdent  there,  would  be  eafily 
adminiftercd  by  fuch  officer. 

The  next  point  to  be  guarded,  would  be  the  fecuf- 
ing  thofe  duiies  which  this  trade  ought  to  pay  to  the 
government  of  Great  Britain :  if  the  fame  duties  wcfc 
paid,  or  fecurity  for  them  taken,  in  thcfe  foreign  ports; 
as  would  be  or  (hould  be  paid  by  the  colony  trade,  if 
the  traders  were  ftill  obliged  to  come  to  Britain  \ 
every  end  would  be  anfwered  to  the  government  re- 
venue, and  thcfe  charges  might  be  fufficiently-  fccured 
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fcy  obliging  iiU  thcfe  traders  to  fell  under  bond^ 
The  arrangements  to  be  taken  in  fuch  cafe  ought  to 
be  that  of  adding  to  the  office  of  conful,  fuch  powers 
as  in  the  colonies,  before  the  eftablifhment  of  fpecial 
revenue  officers  there,  were  given  to  the  naval  officer, 
or  to  eftabliffi  a  naval  officer.  The  conful  or  naval 
officer,  in  this  branch  of  his  adminiilration,  fhould 
be  fubNordinate  to  the  commiffioners  of  the  cuftoms, 
and  the  lords  of  the  treafury.  If  the  duties  were 
collected  by  him  in  the  ports  of  his  diftrift,  he 
fhould  account  and  give  iecurity  for  the  fame  ;  if 
bonds  only,  as  fecurity  for  the  payment  at  fuch  Bri- 
tifh  or  planration  ports,  were  given,  he  Ihould  keep 
the  regiftcr  of  tli«r  fame,  and  correfpond  with  the 
commiffioners  of  the  culloms,  and  luch  officers  as 
they  direft,  as  to  the  fulfilling,  cancelling,  or  profe- 
cuting  to  effcfl  faid  bonds.  Thefe  general  arrange- 
ments taken,  together  with  fuch  further  fpecial  regu- 
lations, as  the  experience  of  the  commiffioners  of  the 
cuftoms  fhould  fuggcft ;  the  revenue  of  the  colony 
and  faftory  trade,  under  this  mode  of  adminiftration, 
would  be  well  fecured,  chcarfully  paid,  and  cafily 
collefted. 

Under  the  adminiftration  of  fuch  meafures,  there 
does  not  appear  any  reafon  why  all  the  produce  of  the 
Britifh  colonies,  which  are  not  the  balis  of,  or  which 
do  not  interfere  with  the  Britifn  manufaftures,  might 
not  be  carried  direftly  to  a  Britifti  market  at  a  foreign 
port :  and  why  the  carrying  of  rice  to  foreign  ports 
might  not  be  extended,  under  thefe  laws,  to  all  fuch 
foreign  ports  whereat  a  Britifh  faftory  is  eftablifhed. 
Under  this  mode  of  commerce,  can  any  fuffi- 
cient  reafon  upon  earth  fubfift,  why  the  colony  tra- 
ders fhould  not  be  permitted  to  load  at  thefe  port^, 
the  fruits,  wine,  oil,  pickles,  or  other  produce  of  the 
countries-,  and  iilfo  fuch  raw  unnianufndluredproduc:e, 
as  would  not  interfere  wiih  tlic  manuf»d"ure  of  Great 
Britain  ;  inlle.:d  of  b;  I'l;;  ob!iL>:-vi  to  come  to  Britain 
CO  buy  or  load  hcr.^,  ar'rer  the  expcncc  of  an  uni^ecef- 
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fary  voyage,  thole  very  cotnmodicies  which  they  migJA 
have  bought  in  a  Britijb  market^  at  the  port  which 
they  left.  Why  not  any  of  thefe  as  well  as  fait,  as 
well  as  wines  from  the  Madeiras  and  weftern  ifles  i 
In  the  fame  manner,  by  the  fame  law,  why  may  not 
our  colony  traders  be  permitted  to  carry  fugar,  gin- 
ger, tobacco,  rice,  &c.  to  fuch  ports  in  the  rivers 
Wefer  and  Elbe,  in  the  Sound  and  in  RufTia,  whereat 
a  Britilh  fadory  is,  or  may  be  eftablifhed  ?  It  can 
never  be  right  policy  to  fufFer  labour  in  vain  in  a 
community  -,  it  is  juil  fo  much  loft  to  the  commu- 
nity :  and  yet  this  coming  round  by  England  is  la- 
bour in  vain.  If  the  fubordinacy  of  the  colony-trade, 
and  the  duties  arifing  thereon,  can  be  by  any  other 
means  fccured,  it  is  fo  much  labour  loft.  The  two 
points  of  a  Britijh  market^  and  the  revenue  of  the 
duties  being  fecurcd  ;  why  may  not  thefe  traders  be 
permitted  to  load  at  thefe  ports  direftly  for  the  colo- 
nies, hemp,  yarn,  and  fuch  coarfe  linens,  as  do  no 
way  interfere  with  the  Britifh  manufaftories  ?  Thefe 
meafures  being  taken,  which  would  prove  to  be  the  true 
means  of  encouraging  the  colony-trade,  the  beft  me- 
thod to  put  a  ftop  to  the  contraband  trade  carried  on 
in  this  branch  of  bufincfs,  and  the  true  grounds 
whereon  to  eftablifh  the  general  commercial  intercft 
of  Great  Britain;  government  could  not  be  too  ftrift 
in  enforcing  the  execution  of  the  laws  of  trade,  nor 
too  fevt  re  in  punilhing  the  breach  of  them.  Where- 
cver  they  found  thefe  traders  endeavouring  to  carry 
from  thck'  ports  to  the  colonies  raw  filk,  filks,  vel- 
vets, foreign  cloths,  laces,  iron,  ftcel,  arms,  ammu- 
nition, fails  or  rigginp,  or  any  manufadu;es  what- 
ever, that  interfere  with  the  manufadlure  of  Great 
Britain :  whenever  they  found  thefe  traucrs  endea- 
vouring to  carry  from  the  colonics  to  thofe  ports,  any 
dying-wood  wiiatcvcr,  indigo,  cotton,  fiik,  bees  or 
myrtle-wax,  flax-feed,  naval  ftores,  fi.rs,  Ikins  or 
peltry,  hides,  provifion,  gram.  Hour,  hrc-d  or  bif- 
cuit ;  whale-oil,  blubber,  bone,  or  any  Other  filh- 
7  oil, 
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oil,  or  tallow,  or  candles,  with  an  exception  perhaps 
to  myrtle  and  fpermaceti  candles,  government  could 
hot  be  too  ftrift  to  reftrain  them.  Under  proper  re- 
gulationS)  the  rum  of  the  northern  colonies  fhould 
be  carried  to  Africa,  and  the  fele  of  it  to  the  French 
on  the  Banks  of  Newfoundland  encouraged  ;  if  fuch 
vent  could  be  procured,  we  (hould  thereby  reap  at 
the  Icaft  fome  (hare  even  of  the  French  fiftiery. 

In  the  above  revifion  of,  and  the  propofed  regula- 
tions for  the  colony  trade,  as  connefted  with  that  of 
Europe,  it  will  be  feen  that  all  mention  of  Eafl:  In<* 
dia  goods  is  purpofely  omitted*  A  Ipecial  meafure 
might  be  contrived  of  fupplying  the  colonies  with 
Eaft India  goods,  in  away  that  would  eflFcftually  put 
a  ftop  to  that  contraband  trade  -,  by  which  it  is  com- 
plained they  are  at  prcfent  fupplied :  in  a  way  by  which 
one  of  the  greateft  marts  in  the  world,  with  every 
attendant  advantage  to  the  Britifh  general  commerce, 
and  the  fpecial  intereft  of  the  Eafl  India  trade,  might 
be  eftablifhed. 

If  meafures  were  at  this  juncture  taken,  between 
the  government  and  the  Eaft  India  company,  fo  that 
an  Eaft  India  fhip  might  annually  liop  at  fome  ifland 
in  the  Weft  Indies,  the  traders,  not  only  of  the  Weft 
Indies,  but  of  North  America,  would  fupply  them- 
fclves  with  every  advantage  at  fuch  mart,  not  only 
for  their  own  proper  confumption,  but  alfo  for  a 
trade  of  the  greateft  extent :  and  this  mart,  in  re- 
tum»  would  be  to  the  Eaft  India  company,  the  col- 
lector of  all  the  furplus  fiiver  of  America,  and  per- 
haps even  of  fome  of  the  gold  and  ivory  of  Africa 
alfo.  The  extenfive  advantages  of  this  meafure 
cannot  but  be  fcen ;  nor  would  this  any  wav  in- 
terfere with  that  fupply  with  which  the  Eaft  In- 
dia trade,  by  way  of  the  Manillas,  furnilhes 
the  Spanifli  Weft  Indies,  fo  far  as  our  Eaft  India 
company  m:iy  he  fuppofcd  to  be  concerned ;  but 
would,  in  other  refpeds,  open  a  better  channel  of 
Kadc  between  the  E:;ft  and  Weft  Indie^^  which  our 
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company  muft  command.  The  difficulties  in  the 
execution  lie  in  fecuring  to  government  the  revenue 
that  fhould  arile  from  the  duties  duly  paid  by  this 
trade,  and  in  fecuring  the  company  agabft  the  per- 
verfion  of  this  trade  to  the  profit  of  their  officers  and 

fervants. If  fome  of  the  iflands  furrendered  to  us, 

as  the  Granadas,  or  of  the  neutral  iflands,  were  made 
the  -place  of  this  mart,  with  a  grant  of  lands  to  the 
company ;  at  the  fame  time  that  a  profit  might  de- 
rive hence  to  the  company,  the  collateral  good  ad- 
vantage to  the  public  would  arife,  of  having  created 
a  very  beneficial  fettlement. 

In  the  fame  manner,  fome  revifion  of  the  date  of 
the  trade  of  die  colonies  of  the  feveral  maritiine 
powers  amongft  each  other  will  be  neccflary.  The 
laws  and  ordonnances  of  thefe  do  in  general  prohibit 
all  trade  of  foreign  colonies  with  their  own :  and 
yet,  without  fome  fuch  trade  as  fupplies  the  Spanifh 
provinces  with  Britifh  goods  and  provifions  ;  as  fup- 
plies the  Britilh  colonies  with  Spanifh  filver  ;  as  fup- 
plies the  French  iflands  with  Britifli  lumber,  fifti,  pro- 
vifions, horfcs,  and  live  ft:ock ;  as  fupplies  the  Bri- 
tifli colonies  with  French  moloflcs  -,  the  trade  and  cul- 
ture of  thefe  colonies  would  be  greatly  obftruftcd 
and  impaired  :  and  yet,  notwithftanding  this  fiift, 
our  laws  of  trade,  by  an  impradicable  duty,  extend 
to  the  prohibiting  the  importation  of  French  moloflcs 
into  our  colonies.  If  the  government,  under  this 
law,  could  prevent  effeftually  this  importation,  not 
only  into  the  northern  colonies,  but  into  the  Britifi  ifles 
alfo  \  the  reward  of  that  pains  would  be  the  dcftruc- 
tion  of  a  beneficial  I  r.mcli  of  trade,  perhaps  of  driv- 
ing the  JJritini  American  dift:illery  into  the  French, 
Dutch,  or  Danifii  ifles  -,  or  of  forcing  the  French, 
contrary  to  their  own  fah'c  policy,  into  a  profitable 
manufafture  of  that  produce  which  they  now  fell  as 
'  refufe  materials.  It  is  necdlefs  to  point  out  here 
the  very  cflfential  change  that  this  would  make  in  the 

colony  trade. On  the  contrary,  it  is  the  duty  of 

govern- 
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that  being  thus  mcderaify  ic  might  be  eaficr,  ^isd  wiA 
kfs  alarm  and  oppoHtian  coUedled  ;  and  might  dsor- 
fore  the  fooner  introduce  the  pradtice  cf  fair  Grade,  aod 
the  fooner  become  an  effeffhe  rrjenue.  But  a  grQcxii- 
Icfs  clamour  is  raifed,  which  repreients  the  rate  Eied 
by  the  late  revenue-a£t  as  dellruAive  of  the  Aoicrkaii 
diftiilery,  as  ruinous  to  the  American  fifhcry,  asi 
prohibition  of  the  returns  made  from  the  forc^ 
iflands  for  the  North  American  ii(h ;  without  znj  hA 
ftatcil,  or  calculation  fairly  made,  on  which  fuch  a&r- 
tions  found  thcmll'lves. 

Some  rcvifion  alio  will  be  ncccflary  in  the  lawi 
about  naval  llores,  efpLcially  that  rcfpc&ing  tbc 
malls,  riu'  prclcnt  law,  under  an  idea  of  prcfiar- 
iwu  ihe  wlute-pinc  or  mail  trees,  direfts.  That  no 
wliito-pinc^  llull  be  cut  or  felled  within  thelinrutsrf 
any  lownniijs  it'  not  a\5lually  private  property.p^— 
Tins  parr  oi  tlic  law  arills  from  a  miftaken  appit- 
henlion  of  a  lownfliip ;  there  being  no  lands  within 
I'luh,  Inir  \\!i.;c  are  private  proje-ry. — 2dly,  That  no 
pifu"^  o'lt  ci  a  iv>\vnlbip,  v(  the  dimenfions  of  24 
ji-.ilus  .1:1.1  ujnv/iJs,  w'i.Lir.efer,  at  the  heighth  of  20 
iiuluN  !:\):MfK' jvor'\J,  lliall  be  felled. — This  patt 
i^t'  -ie  !.».v  i;  .'  /•  .  ■. —  I'  .oie  who  find  their  profits 
in  eiitiin^;  i'.\>\v:i  il'.^ie  t:ee>  for  logs,  or  making 
IhinoK'i,  \.-  er  \\;^;.>  krov/  the  embarraflments 
whieli  vs»v.;K|  .-.i:,^-  1,1  ihe.r  property,  if  they  fliould 
cvci  .-pply  .V  .'.  iv-ii'C  vi  iIk'.v  lanes,  by  letting  fuch 
piie  nei-i,  :!\-  p:\:\:ty  of  the  erown,  grow  there, 
rcvvT  [\\  liey  have  m^r  oihcr  means  to  evade  this 
law  \\\\\  j\  ..'i:  iix'ie  pincN  to  come  to  rtVj  ^;OT^fl» 
wiruli  :r.ak  <  :/v:v,  :\\\i!  propertv.  .'he  faile  policy 
ef  ih:s  iaw,  .i;-.vl  'k*  Joli^'Cls  in  the  ellablilliment  of 
an  v^*rK\-  or"  !v.r\  .  ■  o:  ■.:en;ral  of  his  nuieilv's  woods, 
will  u\n\  'f  p.v',  o^v;a:'ai,  K*  fe!c  in  the  fcarcirvand 
pnee  c:  iv.{[\< ;  \v!;\h  \\\\\  bv  ihc  eftect  of  ic.  The 
nv\Alti  V  ct  ftieir  co^Hi:  a  iireac  Oiii'rance  from  the 
i.Vv*:s  ti>i  tl-.v  r:vil>  has  already  taken  erect ;  and  the 
iV.eoi  il-.eie  Ik-.-.^;  none  within  d:*y  practicable  dif- 
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tance  will  foon  follow.  The  navy-office  finding  tliat 
cheir  maft  (hips  do  come  regularly  hithei'ro  to  Eng- 
land, cannot  entertain  anv  fear  of  fuch  wane ,  and  it 
will  be  the  intereft  of  others  to  fupprefe  and  contra- 
did  this  fa6l :  yet  it  is  a  faft,  and  wiU  be  ibon  known 
in  its  efFeds.  On  the  contrary,  if  it  is  confidered 
how  diiproportionate  a  value  the  price  of  the  pine* 
tree  growing  bears  to  the  price  of  the  mad  when 
brought  in  the  middle  of  winter,  over  the  fnow,  with 
70  or  80  yoke  of  oxen  to  the  water-fide  i  if,  inftead 
of  aiming  to  make  thefe  trees,  thus  growing,  rcyal 
£xclufive  property^  the  crown  was  not  only  to  permit  a 
free  mafting  in  lands  not  granted,  and  to  make  the 
maft-trees  of  all  dimenfions,  private  propp'tyj  on  lands 
a£bually  granted ;  but  alfo  (as  it  is  done  in  other  cafes 
of  naval  ilorcs)  to  give  a  bounty,  befide  the  price,  to 
the  perfon  who  fhould  bring  down  any  fuch  mafts  to 
the  water-fide,  it  would  have  an  immediate  cSc6t  in 
fupplying  the  crown  with  mafts  at  a  much  cheaper 
rate,  and  in  the  prefervation  of  thefe  trees,  thus  be- 
come a  branch  ot  trade. 

Were  fome  fuch  arrangements  taken  for  a  revi- 
lion  and  further  eftablifhment  of  the  laws  of  trade, 
upon  the  principle  of  extending  the  Britilh  general 
commerce,  by  encouraging  the  trade  of  the  colonies, 
in  fubordination  to,  and  m  coincidence  therewith ; 
the  trade  of  the  colonies  would  be  adminiftred  by 
that  true  (pirit  from  whence  it  rofe,  and  by  which  it 
afls :  and  the  true  application  of  the  benefits  which 
arife  to  a  mother  country  from  its  colonies  would  be 
made.  Under  this  fpirit  of  adminiftration,  the  go- 
vernment, as  I  faid  above,  could  not  be  too  watchful 
to  carry  its  laws  of  trade  into  effedual  execution.-^ 
But  under  the  prefent  ftate  of  thoi'e  laws,  and  that 
trade ;  there  is  great  danger  that  any  fevcrity  of  exe- 
cution, which  (hould  prove  effeflual  in  the  caf^rs  of 
the  importation  into  the  colonies  of  foreign  Euro- 
pean and  Eall  India  goods,  might  force  the  Ameri- 
cans to  trade  tor  their  imports,  upon  terms,  on  which 
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the  trade  could  not  fupport  icfelf ;  and  therefore  be^ 
come,  in  the  event,  a  means  to  bring  on  the  nece^ 
ficy  of  chefe  Americans  manufacturing  for  themicWcs. 
Nothing  does  at  prcfent,  with  that  aAive  and  acutt 
people,  prevent  their  going  into  manufaAures,  ex- 
cept their  pi-oportionate  dearnefs  of  labour,  as  refer- 
red to  the  terms  on  which  they  can  import ;  but  in- 
creafe  the  price  of  their  imports  to  a  certain  degfce, 
let  the  extent  of  their  Tettlements,  either  by  policy 
from  home  or  invaflon  of  Indians  from  abroad,  be 
confined,  and  let  their  foreign  trade  and  navigation 
be,  in  fome  mcafare,  fuppreflcd ;  their  paper-cur- 
rency limited  within  too  narrow  bounds,  and  the 
exclufion  of  that  trade  which  hath  ufually  fupplied 
them  with  filver-money  too  feverely  infifted  upon  ;— 
this  proportion  of  the  price  of  labour  will  much 
fooner  ceafe  to  be  an  objeft  of  objeftion  to  manufac- 
turing there,  than  is  commonly  apprehended.  The 
winters  in  that  climate  are  long  and  Tevere ;  during 
which  fcafon  no  labour  can  be  done  without  doors. 
That  application  therefore  of  their  fervants  labour, 
to  manufactures  of  home  confumption ;  which  under 
any  other  circiimftances  would  be  too  dear  for  the 
prc'lnft  created  by  it,  becomes,  under  thele  circum- 
(lances,  all  clear  gain.  And  if  the  colonifts  cannot 
on  one  hand  purchafe  foreign  manufaftures  at  a 
reafonable  price,  or  have  not  money  to  purchafe 
with  ;  and  there  are,  on  the  other  hand,  many  hands 
idle  which  ufcd  to  be  employed  in  the  navigation  \ 
and  all  thefe,  as  well  as  the  hufbandmen,  want  em- 
ployment ;  thefe  circumftances  will  foon  over-balance 
the  difference  of  the  rate  of  labour  in  Europe  and 
in  America.  And  if  the  colonies,  under  any  future 
(late  of  adminiftration,  which  they  fee  unequal  to 
the  management  of  their  affairs,  once  come  to  feel 
their  own  ftrength  in  this  way  -,  their  independence 
on  government,  at  leaft  on  the  adminiftration  of 
governiicnt,  will  not  be  an  event  fo  remote  as  our 
leaders  may  think,  vshich  yet  noihing  but  luch  falfe 

policy 


Voyages,  &c.  relating  to  Ambrica:      297 

policy  can  bring  on.  For,  on  the  contrary,  put  their 
governments  and  laws  on  a  true  and  conftitutional 
bafis  -,  regulate  their  money,  their  revenue,  and  their 
trade,  and  do  hot  check  their  fettlements  5  they  muft 
/ever  depend  on  the  trade  of  the  mother  country  for 
their  fupplies :  they  will  never  eftabiilh  manufaftures, 
their  hands  being  elfewhere  employed ;  and  the  mer- 
chants being  always  able  to  import  fuch,  on  *  terms 
that  mult  ruin  the  manufadburer.  Unable  to  fub- 
fift  without,  or  to  unite  againft  the  mother  country, 
they  mud  always  remain  fubordinate  to  it,  in  all  the 
tranfaaions  of  their  commerce,  in  all  the  operation  of 
jtheir  laws,  and  in  every  aft  of  their  government :  the 
ieveral  colonies,  no  longer  conddered  as  demefnes  ojF 
the  crown,  meer  appendages  to  the  realm,  will  thus 
become  united  therein,  members  and  parts  of  the 
realm,  as  eflential  parts  of  a  one  organized  whole,  the 
commercial  dominion  of  Great  Britain.  The  taking  lead^ 
ing  meafures  to  the  forming  of  which,  ought,  at  this 
junfture,  to  be  the  great  objedt  of  government. 

*  This  IS  a  fa£l  too  well  known  and  underftood  to  need  any  par* 
Cicular  proof — but  if  need  were,  the  writer  of  thefc  papers  could 
4emOT(trate  this  from  the  prices  of  wool,  hemp,  and  flax,  and  the 
labour  of  carding,  drciTing,  fpinning,  weaving,  &c.  in  North  Ame- 
rica, compared  with  the  prices  of  the  fame  articles  of  produce  and 
labour  in  Britain.  It  is  therefore  an  idle  vaunt  in  the  Americans, 
when  they  talk  of  fetting  up  manufafluresy^r  trtuft ;  but  it  would 
be  equally  injudicious  in  government  here  to  force  any  mcafure  that 
may  render  the  manufafluiing  for  home  con/umption  an  obje^  of  pru- 
dence, or  even  of  pique  in  the  Americans.  And  yet  after  all,  ihould 
any  thing  of  this  fort  extend  itfelf  to  a  degree  that  interfered  with 
the  exports  of  Great  Britain  to  the  colonies — the  fame  duties  of  9n 
excife  which  lie  upon  the  manufactures  of  Great  Britain,  levied 
upon  thofe  of  America,  would  foon  reflore  the  balance.  This  con- 
^deration,  one  might  imagine,  would  induce  thofe  who  are  pru* 
fl^nt  in  America,  to  advifc  the  red  to  moderation  in  their  oppoliiion. 
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THE 

FIRST    VOYAGE 

TO      THE 

EAST      INDIES; 

By    VASQUEZ    de    GAMA. 


BEfore  a  paffage  to  the  Eafl:  Indies  was  dilcovered 
by  failing  round  the  fouthern  extremity  of  Afri- 
ca-, all  the  fpices  and  rich  goods  of  India,  China, 
and  the  iflands,  were  brought  in  the  junks  and  barks 
of  thofc  parts,  to  the  port  of  Adlu,  then  a  great  and 
commercial  city  on  the  fouthern  coaft  of  Arabia  Felix. 
Here  thefe  veflels  unloaded  and  returned,  while  the 
merch:inrs  of  Adlu,  parrly  relacling  the  goods  in 
Ihips  of  their  own,  and  partly  fending  them  by  land- 
carriage  to  Jed  1;,  conveyed  tiiem  up  to  the  port  of 
Suez  at  the  bottom  of  cht*  gulph  or  Red  Sea.  They 
wer(-  landed  here,  and  car.ieti  over  Ind  on  camels, 
and  other  carriages,  to  the  river  Nile*,  a  paflage  of 

*  The  illlimu?  that  part?  the  giilph  of  Suez  from  the  ATedi- 
tcrraiiL^an   is   faivl  to   be  about   qc   r.ilcs  broad  ;    and  fcveral  of 
the  :ir.cicnt  kiii;;s    of  l'\'^ypr,   iViiubL-  of  the  va:l    advantage  it 
w()„!vl  be  n  cut  .:   prifT.igc  l>ei\vewn   the   ReJ  *  ea   and  the   '.i'edi* 
t' ri::v;?:>n,  ••..empted  it  at  dihertr^t  tirnes  with  iinir.ep.Tv:  labour  and 
cii:ir^«o.     W     ire  inroruied   b;  Herodotjo,  that   in  the  time  of 
NecL:>,  or   Piiaraoh   Nccho,  i»   plnn    vus   l.iid   for  it,  which  uas 
obi':^t\i  ro   le  laid  afide,  nft-jv  izc,-  .      rivj'.i    had  p,ri:hcd  in  the 
uiuicrtjkiii'^.      1  his  wftrk  \v:i    ■..•.'.in  ■.eiuincil  under  the  Ktolcmie.*, 
i)u:  v. .-,  osKw-  more  reli:-»ijii:h. .: ;   f.  .^:n  the  .'ipprjhj.-iion  ihdi  the 
i^cd  v^c  I  bv'incr  !.'"-her  bv  V\:rc  .  ;  *';t>  thui  /.-j-.  pt,   \viu;ld  oveii'ow 
It.      IIn\vc-V!.'i-  .1  la.V;-  ■.■\peu:tr:t  w.t^  f-ll   i;:»o!u  v^hich  \v:>  let  dij; 
a  c,in..I  ilu.t   liiOLiId  j   i.i  the  RcJ  ^o.i  with   the  Nile.     Upf^n  this 
thj  pvir'.j  or   til!'    hiiUT   began  to  i^row  vc-y  fimod  and  opule::: ; 
and  iLj  ciiios  of  L\^piu;  ;md  Beieiiice,   b^'canie  the  centre  and 
n.irt    Kt  ;.!I  the  i!ierchandi7e    brought    from  India.     Bu:  this 
car..:!  hi'yvz  nv-Lcled  uent  to  ruin. 

about 


[    «98    3 


ifc      ■  ■ 


i^^-^ 


THE 

FIRST    VOYAGE 

TO      THE 

EAST      INDIES; 

By    VASQUEZ    dc    GAMA, 


BEfore  a  paflage  to  the  Eaft  Indies  was  dilcovered 
by  failing  round  the  fouthern  extremity  of  Afri- 
ca; all  the  fpices  and  rich  goods  of  India,  China, 
and  the  iflands,  were  brought  in  the  junks  and  barks 
of  thofc  parts,  to  the  port  of  Adlu,  then  a  great  and 
commercial  city  on  the  fouthern  coaft  of  Arabia  Felix. 
Here  thefe  veflels  unloaded  and  returned,  while  the 
merchants  of  Adlu,  parrly  relading  the  goods  in 
lliips  of  their  own,  and  partly  fending  them  by  land- 
carriage  to  JcdJo,  conveyed  them  up  to  the  port  (rf 
Suez  at  the  bottom  of  the  gulph  or  Red  Sea.  They 
were  landed  here,  and  canicd  over  land  on  camels, 
and  other  carriages,  to  the  river  N  ile  *,  a  paflage  of 

•  The  iflhmus  that  parts  the  gulph  of  Suez  from  the  Medi- 
terranean is  faid  to  be  about   50  rriiics  broad ;    and  fcveral  of 
the  ancient  kings   of  Egypt,  fjnfible  of  the  vail   advantage  it 
would  be  to  cut  a  paflage  between  the  Red  *'ea  and  the  VJedi* 
terranean,  >trcmpted  it  at  difi'erent  times  with  iminenfc  labour  and 
charge.     \\     are  informed  by  Herodotus,  that  in  the  time  of 
Necus,  or  Pharaoh  Nccho,  a  plnn   vas  laid  for  it,  which  was 
obliged  to  be  laid  afide,  after  12c,-',  :   men  had  pcrilhcd  in  the 
undertakin?t.     1  his  wdrk  was  .i?ain  refumed  under  the  Ptolemies, 
bu:  was  once  more  relinquilhtd ;  from  the  apprehwMfion  that  the 
Red  >ca  being  h'gher  by  three  cubits  than  J'-gypt,  would  overflow 
it.     However  a  fafer  expedient  was  fell  upon,  which  was  to  dig 
a  canal  that  (hould  jAn  the  Rod  Sea  with  the  Nile.     Upon  this 
the  ports  of  the  latter  began  to  grow  ver)'  famed  and  opulent ; 
and  the  cities  of  Coptu^;  and  Berenice,  became  the  centre  and 
mart '  for  all  the  merchandize   brought    from  India.     But  this 


canal  being  negledled  went  to  ruin. 
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It  50  miles  -p  and  thence,  to  Alexandria,  where 

Venetian  merchants,  who  then  had  that  trade  en* 

[y  in  their  own  hands,  received  them,  exported 

itn  chiefly  to  Venice  •,  and  fxx)m  thence  to  all  the 

ling  ports  of  Europe. 

1  This  was  the  ancient,  and  at  that  time  the  only 

i^y  of  carrying  on  commerce  between  Europe  and 

Indies :  it  was  the  Portugueze  who  had  the  ho- 

hur  of  firft  finding  a  diredt  communication  with  the 

lern  fcas. 

The  Portugueze  have  been  always  famous  for  their 

^plication  to  maritime  affairs  :  al  ter  they  had  drivea 

ie  Moors  out  of  their  country,  they  followed  them 

:o  their  own,  and,  under  the  reign  of  King  John  the 

[irft,  defeated  them  in  a  great  battle,  and  took  from 

im  the  fortrefs  of  Ceuta,  which  ftill  remains  in  the 

>wer  of  the  king  of  Spain. 

It  was  to  the  zeal  and  magnanimity  of  the  Infant 

>on  Henry,  the  fifth  Ton  of  King  John,  that  the  Por- 

igucze  fland  indebted  for  all  that  glory  which  they 

lave  acquired  by  their  difcoveries  and  conquefts  in 

le  eaft  :    and  we  may  juftly  confider  the  attempts 

lade  by  them  at  this  junfture  as  the  more  extraordi- 

lary,  fince  their  country  was  but  juft  recovered  from 

long  and  dangerous  civil  war ;  the  power  of  their 

Erince  very  far  from  being  great,  his  finances  very 
>w,  and  the  country  fo  indifferently  peopled,  that  he 
was  obliged  to  have  recourfe  to  other  nations  for  men 
to  recruit  his  armies,  and  to  ferve  on  board  his  fleets. 
Thefe  were  very  far  from  being  confiderable,  in 
comparifon  of  the  fleets  that  were  then  employed  by 
the  crown  of  Spain,  and  the  republics  of  Italy.  Yet 
ynder  fuch  dilcouragements  this  fpirit  of  trade  and 
navigation  not  only  fprung  up,  but  profpered ;  and 
this  too,  notwithftanding  that  many  ot  their  Ilatefmen 
were  very  averfe  to  fuch  undertakings,  from  the  dan- 
ger and  difficulties  that  attended  them  :  nor  could 
they  in  all  probability  have  been  carried  into  execu- 
tion, but  from  the  zeal  of  the  clergy,  who,  out  of  a 

defire 
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delire  of  propagatine  the  Chriftian  faith,  promoted 
them  to  the  utmoft  of  their  power. 

B7  comparing  the  force  of  the  kingdom  of  Portu- 
gal with  the  conquefts  gained  by  the  Portugueze  in 
xhe  £a(jt  Indies,  the  reader  will  be  (atisfied,  that  there 
was  nothing  in  it  more  than  a  nation's  turning  their 
thoughts  to  that  for  which  nature  defigned  them :  for 
with  refpe£t  to  Eaft  India  voyages,  as  the  art  of  na^- 
gation  then  ftood,  the  Portugueze  were  better  feated 
lihan  any  other  people  in  Europe :  and  their  difcoveries 
are  of  the  greater  importance,  confidering  the  great 
alteration  made  in  the  commerce  of  all  Europe,  by 
the  finding  out  a  direft  pafTage  to  the  Eaft  Indies. 

The  Infant  Don  Henry  Count  de  Vifeo  was  a  prince 
endowed  with  all  the  great  Qualities  that  diftinguiffa 
heroes  from  Other  men.  He  had  (hewn  his  courage 
in  his  youth  in  the  wars  againft  the  Moors ;  but  he 
was  far  from  valuing  himfelf  on  the  power  of  deftroy- 
ing  or  making  niiferable  his  fellow-creatures  :  and 
therefore  thought  the  proper  objedl  of  valour  was  the 
facing  thofe  dangers  that  hindered  the  profecution  of 
fuch  defigns  as  might  be  beneficial  to  the  human  fpe- 
cies.  He  refolvcd  therefore  to  make  himfelf  matter 
of  the  Canaries,  which  were  then  in  the  hands  of 
Maciot  de  Bethancourt,  who  held  them  under  a  grant 
from  the  King  of  Caftille  -,  and  who  for  a  valuable 
confideration  made  over  his  right  to  Prince  Henry 
about  ihe  year  1406.  He  fent  Ferdinand  de  Caftro, 
who  was  at  that  time  mafter  of  his  houfhold,  to  take 
pofleflfion  of  them  j  and  conceiving  that  they  might  be 
of  great  ufe  in  the  difcovery  of  the  coafts  of  the  great 
continent  of  Africa,  which  were  then  very  little 
known,  he  began  about  the  year  14 10,  to  fit  out 
Ihips  for  that  fervice,  and  took  Spaniards,  and  others 
who  were  (killed  in  navigation,  into  his  pay  for  that 
purpofe. 

The  utmoft  limits  of  the  fouth-weft  parts  of  Africa, 
then  known  to  the  Portugueze,  was  a  cape  running 
out  from  the  foot  of  Mount  Atlas,  the  proper  name 

of 
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of  which  was  Chaunar,  but  called  by  the  featnen  Cape 
Non  ;  fituated  in  the  latitude  of  28"^  ic/  north ;  and 
thefe  veiTels  proceeded  along  the  coaft  to  Cape  Boja- 
dore,  in  26^  north  latitude,  but  they  had  not  the 
courage  to  double  it.  In  1 4 1 8  Triftan-Vaz  difcovered 
the  iftand  of  Porto  Santo,  and  gave  it  that  name,  be- 
caufe  he  firft  faw  it  on  the  fealt  of  All  Saints.  The 
next  year  the  Portugueze  difcovered  the  ifland  of  Ma- 
deira, to  which  they  gave  that  name,  on  account  of 
its  being  covered  with  wood.  In  1439,  a  Portugueze 
captain  doubled  Cape  Bojadore,  which  fome  think  is 
the  fame  that  in  the  writings  of  Ptolemy  is  called  Cape 
Canarea.  The  next  year  they  failed  as  high  as  Cape 
Blanco,  in  the  latitude  of  20^,  and  foon  after  dif- 
covered the  Rio  del  Oro,  with  feveral  fmall  iflands 
upon  the  coaft.  In  1446,  Nuno  Triftan  doubled 
Cape  Verd,  in  the  latitude  of  14^  40'.  In  1448,  in 
the  fpring,  Don  Gonzalo  Vallo  failed  to  the  iflands 
called  Aforres,  or  the  Hawk-Iflands,  from  the  word 
a^or,  which  in  the  Spanifh  language  fignifies  a  hawk. 
They  were  at  that  time  uninhabited,  and  were  fettled 
by  this  commander,  who  did  nor,,  however,  vifit  at 
this  time  the  iflands  of  Flores  and  Corvp,  which  were 
fettled  by  fome  Flemings,  and  from  thence  were  call- 
ed the  Flemiih  iflands. 

In  the  year  1449,  ^^^  iflands  of  Cape  Verd  were 
difcovered  on  the  behalf  of  the  Infant  Don  Henry. 
The  progrefs  made  by  the  Infant  Don  Henry  gave 
great  fatisfaftion  to  the  princes  that  pofleflTed  the 
crown  of  Portugal,  infomuch  that  King  Alphonfo  IV. 
or  rather  the  Infant  Don  Pedro,  who  governed  the 
kingdom  during  his  minority,  made  him  a  grant  of 
the  iflands  of  Porto-Santo  and  Madeira.  The  Infant, 
however,  judged  it  requifite,  according  to  the  cuftom 
of  thofe  times,  to  obtain  the  fanftion  of  the  holy  fee, 
and  for  that  reafon  fent  Don  Ferdinand  Lopez  d'A- 
zcvcdo  as  his  embaflfador  to  Pope  Martin  V.  who,  as 
the  gift  coft  him  very  little,  made  a  free  grant  to  the 
crown  of  Portugal  of  all  that  fliould  be  discovered  on 

that 
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that  fide  as  far  as  the  Indies.  This  butt  is  dated  ill 
1444,  and  was  confirmed  by  his  fiicceilbrs^  £ugeniu» 
IV.  Nicholas  V.  and  Sixcus  IV.  which  occafioned  af- 
terward high  dllputes. 

This  tranfaftion  fhcws,  that  Don  Henry  was  a  very 
great  politician,  for  by  pretending  that  all  countries 
were  to  be  difpofed  of  at  the  will  and  pleaflire  of  the 
pope  of  Rome,  he  fecured  his  hoUnefs's  confent  ti> 
whatever  he  demanded.:  and  he  very  well  knew,  that 
whatever  was  beftowed  upon  him  by  thofc'  gnmts^ 
would  be  infallibly  fupported  by  the  thunder  of  the 
church.  This  great  prince  died  in  the  year  1463  i 
the  continent  of  Africa  under  his  aufpice  having 
been  difcovcred  from  Cape  Non  to  Cape  Sierra 
Leona,  which  is  in  the  latitude  8^  north,  by  which 
the  foundation  was  laid  of  all  that  was  afterward  per- 
formed. 

In  147 1,  Pedro  d'  Efcovar  difcovered  the  ifiand  of 
St.  Thomas,  and  Prince-I (lands,  and  on  the  firft  day 
of  the  next  year  another  ifland  on  the  fame  coail^ 
which  for  that  reafon  he  called  Anno  Bueno,  which 
is  the  fame  that  is  now  called  corruptly  Annobon.  Ift 
1484,  Diego  Cam,  a  Portugueze,  difcovered  the 
kingdom  ot  Congo,  and  having  heard  there  of  a 
Chriftian  monarch,  who  reigned  in  Ethiopia ;  he  mag- 
nified his  power  fo  much  on  his  return,  that  John  ll, 
who  was  at  that  time  on  the  throne,  took  a  refolution 
to  fend  by  land  two  perfons  he  could  truft,  to  gain 
Ibme  certain  intelligence  of  this  Chriftian  prince, 
whom  he  judged  to  be  Prefter  John  :  and  at  the 
lame  time  to  gain  the  moft  fatistaftory  knowledge 
they  could  of  the  ftatc  of  the  Indies.  The  perfons 
who  went  with  this  commiflion,  were  Pedro  de  Co- 
villan  and  Alphonfo  de  Payva,  who  had  ftrift  orders 
to  commit  to  writing  whatever  they  judged  worthy 
of  notice ;  but  more  efpecially  the  fituation  of  places, 
and  the  navigation  on  the  coaft:  of  Ethiopia,  by  which 
it  was  judged  fome  difcovery  might  be  made  of  the 
means  of  pairing  by  a  new  rout  co  the  Indies.     Our 

travellers, 
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travellers,  who  fpoke  the  Arabic  tongue  perfeftly, 
went  together  to  Alexandria,  and  from  thence  to 
Cairo,  from  which  city  they  proceeded  to  the  famous 
port  of  Aden  in  Arabia,  where  they  had  an  opportu- 
nity of  converfing  with  traders  of  all  nations,  and 
from  all  oarts  of  the  Indies.  From  thence  they  learn- 
ed many  things  which  were  of  great  confequence  to 
them,  inafmuch  that  they  feemed  to  put  it  in  their 
power  to  give  the  king  a  good  account  of  the  com- 
miflion  with  which  they  were  cntrufte^.  Here  they 
rcfolved  to  part,  in  order,  that  while  one  made  a  tour 
through  the  Indies,  the  other  might  go  to  the  court 
of  the  emperor  of  Ethiopia.  Accordingly,  Pedro  de 
Covillan  went  to  the  Indies,  and  having  made  a  very 
exaft  map  of  the  coafts,  he  crofled  the  Arabian  fea  to 
Africa  -,  and  after  having  vifited  moft  of  the  principal 
ports  there,  came  to  Sofala,  fully  perfuaded,  as  well 
from  the  reafon  of  the  thing,  as  from  the  concurring 
opinions  of  the  feamen  he  converfed  with,  that  a  fliorc 
and  eafy  paflage  might  be  found  round  the  continent 
of  Africa  to  the  Indies.  Full  of  joy  from  this  difco- 
very,  he  made  the  beft  of  his  way  to  Cairo,  where  he 
was  to  meet  his  companion ;  but  when  he  came  thi- 
ther, he  was  informed  that  the  unfortunate  Alphonlb 
de  Pay  va  had  been  murdered  on  the  road  to  Ethiopia. 
He  was  fomewhat  at  a  lofs  as  to  the  meafures  which 
he  was  next  to  take  ;  but,  after  mature  confideration, 
he  refolved  to  acquaint  the  king  with  the  difcoveries  he 
had  made,  by  letter ;  and  to  continue  his  journey  in- 
to Ethiopia :  that,  at  his  return  to  Portugal,  he  might 
be  able  to  fatisfy  the  king,  in  every  rclpcdl,  fo  that 
his  majefty  might  not  be  under  a  neceflity  of  fending 
any  other  perfon  to  make  farther  enquiries.  He  exe- 
cuted his  fecond  journey  with  the  fame  good  fortune 
that  he  did  the  former,  at  lead  at  the  beginning,  and  was 
extremely  well  received  by  Alexander,  who  was  at  that 
time  emperor  of  Abyffinia  ;  and  who  was  extremely 
well  pleafed  with  the  offers  made  him  of  the  afliftance 
of  a  powerful  prince ;  and  promifed  to  fend  Pedro  de 

Covillan 
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Covilkn  back  again  with  letters  to  the  king  kd 
matter.  But  he  dying  fuddenly,  his  fucceiScnr  Nahu 
treated  our  Portugueze,  not  only  with  coldnefs  and 
difrefped,  but  with  the  greateft  cruelty,  refufing  him 
leave  to  return  home,  and  keeping  him  at  his  court  as 
a  prifoner  for  many  years ;  fo  that  in  Portugal  they 
concluded  him  dead,  though  he  lived  afterw&rd  to  re- 
cover his  liberty. 

The  fame  worthy  king  of  Portugal  John  II.  while  he 
endeavoured  by  thefe  his  embafladors,  to  gain  a  per- 
feft  knowledge  of  the  (late  of  the  Indies  by  land,  neg^ 
lefbed  not  the  profccution  of  what  had  been  fo  k>i^ 
laboured  with  the  fame  view  at  fea.  It  was  to  facili- 
tate this  defign,  that  he  employed  Bartholomew  Diazy 
one  of  his  courtiers,  and  a  perlbn  remarkable  for  greafi 
prudence,  much  (kill  in  the  art  of  navigation,  as  wA 
as  for  invincible  courage,  to  proceed  ftill  farther 
along  the  fouth  coad  of  Africa ;  which  accordingly  he 
did  in  the  year  i486,  and  executed  his  commilEoa 
with  equal  conduct  and  fuccefs.  He  carried  with  bim 
feveral  negroes,  who  had  been  many  years  in  his  fer- 
vice,  and  who,  from  time  to  time,  he  fet  on  (hore^ 
well  dre(red,  with  a  fmall  quantity  of  goods^on  pur- 
pofe  that  they  might  inform  the  people  of  the  country 
how  well  they  had  been  uled,  and  how  kindly  treated 
by  the  Portugucze.  He  likewife  fet  up  cro(res  of  (lone, 
with  the  arms  of  Portugal  engraven  upon  them,  to 
aflert  his  matter's  title  to  the  countries  by  him  dif- 
covered. 

At  laft,  arriving  in  fight  of  a  high  cape,  near  which 
he  met  with  very  bad  weather,  he  loll  the  company 
of  his  vidlualling  bark  •,  upon  which  his  crew  mu- 
tinied, complaining  that  it  was  too  much  to  endure  a( 
one  time  the  hardfhips  of  the  fea  and  of  famine.  But 
Captain  Diaz  reprelented  to  them,  that  the  former  was 
not  to  be  cfcapcd  by  going  back,  and  that  the  only 
means  they  had  of  preventing  the  latter,  was  to  pro- 
ceed till  they  canTiC  to  feme  plate  where  they  could  get 
rdreihmcnts  :  he  prevailed  upon  them  to  double  the 

cape, 
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rape,  and  to  fail  a  goad  way  beyond  it,  to  a  place 
Apfierc  he  created  another  piUar  of  (tone ;  and  havine 
obtained  a  fmall  fupply,  he  returned,  and,  in  his  pa£ 
!agc  homeward,  met  with  his  bark  again,  in  which^ 
»  nine  men  that  he  had  left,  three  only  funrivcd,  and 
>f  thefe  Ferdinand  Colazza  died  with  joy  at  the  firft 
light  of  the  captain.  He  continued  his  voyage  fafely 
JO  Lifbon,  where  he  arrived  in  December  1487,  fix- 
:een  months  and  feven  days  after  his  fetting  out, 
iaving  diicovered  above  a  thoufand  miles  along  the 
x>afl:. 

He  gave  the  king  his  matter  a  very  full  account  of 
iH  that  had  happened  to  him,  and  infifted  particularly 
>n  the  difficulty  with  which  he  had  doubled  that  ftu- 
jcndous  promontf)ry,  wiiich,  from  the  ftormy  fea 
tbout  it,  he  thought  fit  to  call  Cabo  Tormontofo,  that 
s,  The  Temfeftuous  Cape :  but  the  king,  who  from 
he  lights  he  had  reqeived  from  Covillan's  letters,  , 
uiew  how  to  form  a  right  judgment  of  the  impor- 
ance  of  this  difcovery,  ttiled  it  Gaba  del  Bueno  Efpe-^ 
'anzaj  or.  The  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  which  name  it  has 
rvtr  fince  retained  :  for  he  faw  clearly  froni  the  agree- 
nent  between  thefe  accounts,  that  the  paflage  was 
low  open,  and  that  there  wanted  but  one  voyage 
nore  to  finifli  what  they  had  fo  much  defired,  viz. 
he  finding  a  dineft  pailage  by  lea  to  the  Eaft  Indies. 

But  while  King  John  meditated  this  great  defign  in 
lis  mind,  and  bufied  himfelf  in  contriving:  the  means 
n  executing  it  in  fuch  a  manner  as  might  be  moft 
lonourable  to  himfelf  and  advantageous  for  his  fub- 
efts;  the  great  Ruler  of  all  things  difpofed  of  him 
^therwiic,  by  calling  him  out  of  this  life.  In  his  laft 
icknrfs  he  appointed  his  coufin  Don  Emanuel,  who 
Ifo  married  his  fifter,  his  htir.  This  prince,  who 
ucceeded  to  the  throne  of  Portugal,  ^495,  was  in  the 
lower  of  his  age,  being  then  about  tv/enty-feven,  and 
jofleflcd  in  an  eminent  cK-grt-e,  th:.^le  qualities  that 
re  moft  worthy  of  a  momrch.  He  had  great  parts, 
nuch  penetration,  and  an  excellent  judgment  j  yet 
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he  was  fo  diffident  of  his  own  abilities,  that,'  fbrefer* 
ing  the  execution  of  his  predeceilbr's  proje£ts  would 
be  attended  with  a  larger  expence  than  the  difcoverics 
hitherto  made  had  induced,  he  declined  entering  up^ 
on  them,  without  taking  the  advice  of  his  council, 
before  whom  he  laid  all  the  informations  that  either 
himfelf  or  his  coufin  King  John  had  received.  The 
Portugueze  ftatcfmen  were  extremely  divided  in  thdr 
opinions,  for  fome  prefTed  the  king  warmly  to  tread 
in  the  footileps  of  his  anceftors,  and,  to  complcat 
with  glor}',  what  with  fo  much  reputation  they  had 
begun  ;  white  others  as  vehemently  oppofed  his  pur- 
fuit  of  this  defign,  each  party  fupporting  their  opinioa 
by  very  plaulible  arguments. 

Such  as  were  defirous  that  this   new  navigadon 
might  be  attempted,  obfcrved  that  the  trade  to  die 
Indies  had  been  the  great  fource  of  power  and  riches 
to  every  empire  that  had  been  poflefled  of  it ;  that 
Providence  Teemed  to  have  thrown  it  into  the  handsof 
their  nation,  in  fuch  a  manner  that  it  would  not  only 
be  difadvantageous  but  diflionourable  to  refule  it^ 
that  all  difficulties  now  were  in  a  manner  overcome,  fa 
that  there  remained  fcarce  any  thing  but  the  going  to 
rake  pofTcfijon  of  thoie  fine  countries,  and   that  vaft 
wealth  which  all  the  world  thirlted  after,  though  none 
but  themfcivcs  knew  how  to  reach  •,  that  the  engrof- 
nni<  io  rich  a  trade  to  Portugal  would   balance  their 
iniall  extent  ot  tcrritor}',  and  enable  his  fubjeAs  to 
m.ike  as  great  or  greater  tlgure  than  the  inhabitants 
of  kingdoms  much  more  potent  in  appearance  :  that, 
in  fine,  there  was  no  Icfs  danger  to  be  apprehended 
from  abandoning  this  defign,  than  benefit  to  be  ex- 
pected by  purknng  it-,  fince,  in  all  probability,  their 
ambitious   neighbours,  the  Spaniards,  would   purfuc 
and  accompliih  this  great  work,  which  would  enable 
them  to  execute,  with  eafe,  whatever  they  might  be 
prompted  to  by  tlieir  boundlcfs  ambition. 

On  the  otlier  fide  it  was  alleged,  that  there  were 
many  things  more  apparently  ncceiTary  to  the  king- 
dom 
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doni  tijan  fuch  long,  fuch  expenfive,  and  fuch  uncer- 
tain C':{;a!ii^j:is  ^  fmce  there  were  fcveral  large  trafts 
oi^Juirvij  -.n.i  p:iiCj.;uiarly  tha^fpacious  plain  between 
the  EL ..)  I'.kI  the  lagus,  that  were  not  properly  cul- 
tivated   -li*:  i.Mpiovement  of  which  would  free  them 
from  t*iC  ntceffity  of  depending  for  their  daily  bread 
upon  llrangers :    that  their  country  was  but   thinly- 
peopled,  at  Icaft,  in   proportion  to  the  numbers  it 
might  be  able  to  maintain,  if,  inftead  of  maritime  ex- 
peditions, they  turned  their  thoughts  toward  making 
the  moft  of  what  was  in  their  power ;  fo  that  it  was 
very  unrealbnabic  to  Squander  away  men  that  might 
be  immediately  ufeful  to  their  country,  for  the  fake  of 
diftant,  and  perhaps  fallacious  expedtations :  that  all 
their  difcoveries  and  conquefts  hitherto,  had  furnifheJ 
him  only  with  a  few  negroes,  elephants  teeth,  ftrange 
birds  and  other  curiofities  ;  in  procuring  which  they 
had  fuBered  many  fhipwrecks,  and  run  the  haz^d  of 
many  more :  that,  for  a  century  together,  they  had 
been  amufed  with  thefe  golden  dreams,  and  there- 
fore it  was  high  time  to  awake  from  this  delufion  : 
that  the  kings  his  prcdeceflbrs  had  been  at  vaft  ex- 
pences,  to  very  little  purpofe,  in  purfuit  of  the  like 
dcfigns,  and  that  this  ought  to  render  him  not  only 
the  more  cautious  in  following  their  example,  but  ob- 
lige him  alfo  to  confider  the  confcquence  of  running 
an  exhaufted  nation  into  expences  Ihe  was  unable  to 
bear  5  and  that  befide  the  fuccefs  of  the  undertaking, 
might  bring  fuch  demands  upon  the  crown  of  Portu- 
gal, as  would  greatly  exceed  her  forces  ;  fo  that  per- 
haps her  interefts  at  home  might  come  to  be  facrificed 
to  thole  abroad. 

The  deliberations  into  which  the  king  entered  up- 
on this  important^  affair,  though  they  did  not  ablo- 
lutely  carry  him  from  his  purpofe,  or  engage  him  to 
abandon  a  defign  which  was,  in  fome  meafure,  recom- 
mended to  him,  with  his  laft  breath,  by  that  great 
prince  to  whom  he  owed  his  throne ;  yet  they,  for  a 
long  time,  retarded  his  preparations,  and  hindered 
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him  from  undertaking  that  proje£l  in  the  manner  he 
had  firft  intended.  At  laft,  however,  fearing  that 
his  neighbours  might  reap  the  advantage  of  a  longer 
neglcft,  efpecially  as  he  underftood  that  the  Spa- 
niards very  vigoroufly  pufhed  forward  their  diico- 
verics ;  he  came  to  a  final  relblution  to  wait  no  longer, 
but  to  make  a  trial  of  wliat  might  be  done  in  this 
way,  by  fending  a  few  (hips  only  with  a  fmall  nunv- 
ber  of  men :  in  which  he  endeavoured  to  avoid  ex- 
treams,  and  to  fteer  as  it  were  in  the  middle,  between 
the  opinions  of  fuch  as  were  of  his  council.  It  was  in 
confequence  of  this  determination,  that  in  the  fpring 
of  the  year  1497,  he  ordered  four  (hips  to  be  equip- 
ped for  his  expedition ;  of  thefe,  three  were  armed 
veffeis,  with  feme  pieces  of  cannon  on  board,  and 
the  fourth  a  fmnll  ftorc-fliip.  We  may  be  fure  that 
their  force  was  not  very  great,  fince,  in  the  whole,  it 
confided  in  no  more  than  an  hundred  and  fixty  fol- 
diers  and  leamen. 

The  reader  will  eafily  perceive,  from  this  inftance, 
that  it  is  not  n  gaat  force,  or  a  valt  expence,  that  is 
neceiTary  to  the  execution  of  an  important  dcfign, 
but  the  choice  of  a  gooil  officer,  one  who  knows  what 
he  is  10  do,  and  goes  with  a  relblution  to  do  what  he 
is  lent  to  do.  All  the  maritime  expeditions,  from 
the  beginning  of  the  world  to  this  period  of  time,  are 
not  comparable  to  what  was  performed  in  the  narrow 
compafs  of  fcven  years  time  by  Chridopher  Colum- 
bus and  Vafquez  de  Gama  :  for  the  former  failed  on 
die  nth  of  October,  ^492,  and  the  other  on  the 
qrh'cf  July,  1497,  fo  that  the  dilcovery  of  the  Eaft 
liiJiies  and  the  Welt,  wtre  complcated  in  fevcn  years, 
wich  a  force  that  would  be  fcarce  thought  fufficient  for 
equipping,  at  this  day,  three  privateers. 

The  perfon  chofen  to  command  was  Don  Vafquez 
dc  Cania,  a  m.m  of  qualiiy,  who  pofTefftd  all  the  ta- 
lents neccllri-y  for  luch  an  cmrloymcnt.  On  the  9th 
cf  July,  1:97,  he  embarked  ort  board  the  Gabriel, 
which  was  the  admiva!  of  this  Utile  fleet,  of  the  bur- 
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then  of  one  hundred  and  twenty  cons,  and  the  fame 
day  put  to  fea :  and  after  being  expofed  to  con- 
tinual dorms,  in  which  they  frequently  gave  them- 
fclves  over  for  loft,  they  enrered  a  large  bay,  which 
the  men  called  Angra  de  Santo  Elena,  or  the  bay  of 
St.  Helena,  from  their  firft  feeing  it  on  that  faint's 
day. 

The  inhabitants  of  this  ifland  were  blacks,  fmall 
of  ftature  and  ill-favoured.  When  they  fpoke,  h 
lecmed  as  if  they  fighed.  They  were  cloathcd  with 
the  ikins  of  beafts,  and  concealed  what  modefty 
taught  them  to  hide,  in  wooden  cafes,  that  were  very 
well  made.  Their  arms  were  oaken  ilaves,  hardened 
with  fire,  and  pointed  at  the  end  with  the  horns  of 
bedfts. 

They  failed  from  St.  Helena  with  a  fouth-weft  wind, 
on  ttie  16th  of  November,  and  on  the  i8th  in  the 
evening  came  in  fight  of  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope, 
which  they  doubled  on  the  20th,  founding  their 
trumpets,  and  engaging  in  feveral  diverfions,  as  ex- 
preflions  of  their  joy.  As  they  coafted  along  the. 
fliore,  they  had  the  profped  of  a  very  fine  country, 
interfperfed  with  woods  and  lawns,  abounding  with 
numerous  herds  of  large  and  fmail  cattle,  and  peo- 
pled with  blacks,  who  rcfemblcd  thofe  of  St.  Helena. 
Dc  Gama,  having  at  length  run  70  leagues  beyond 
the  Cape,  arrived  at  another  bay,  to  which  he  gave 
the  name  of  Angra  de  San  Bias,  near  which  is  a  fmall 
ifland,  where  the  fhips  lay  to  take  in  a  fupply  of  wa- 
ter. The  land  about  this  bay  is  very  fertile,  and 
abounds  with  elephants  and  fine  oxen,  ufed  by  the 
natives  inftead  of  horfcs.  There  were  alfo  a  multitude 
of  penguins,  and  a  prodigious  number  of  feais. 

A  few  days  after  their  arrival,  there  appeared  about 
90  of  the  inhabitants,  fome  on  the  fands,  and  others 
on  the  mountains  -,  upon  which  the  admiral  landed 
-with  all  his  men  well  arm/rd,  and  drawing  near  the 
fliore,  threw  upon  the  land  little  beils,  which  the 
negroes  took  up,  and  fome  came  fo  nigh  as  to  receive 
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them  oiu  cf  hi>  own  hmi  ;  v/r.ci  venturing  on  ihore 
w.ih  his  rr.zn.  tjz  txi'r^r^^ta  ioz:c  red  n-ghtcaps  for 
IV .^r\  rr-rr  -::.     A  :rv  zijz  ifrer.  ^zore  izo  blacks 

r.-r-.f  is:  v-  s  -.!-  ;:  :  cc;n  ir-  :.;-'  ircp,  a^.d  on  the 
r:i":  j^-iM*  ii  \^  :.:  JS'.rr.  Liey  Cjega.*:  :*3  piay  upon 
r:-.:'  I..::-,  iki^iusi.coi-x^  *'ca  Le'."^ril  voices,  whxh 
TT^iut:  ii:  :.;'^r:---_-:^  ."T.-i: :.  Tae  ai.T.rai  linking 
.n  vi.i  .ub  riir.  }♦...".  :r-:.--r-  ihe  irjTprts  to  ibund, 
-ViUi'^  11  ::-'".  -.nc:'^  .:.Cx":^  wieh  ^'^e  riitives,  and 
::ui  ;:r -_,  jx.. Vi  :i  .n-.rrr.  ir.i  f*i-rrg  Noclo!^ 
arr  .  r.  .  :■  r  n.^i..  zi^z  izJi  wciTien,  camc 
ic  .  •  ....  i.    .:  'v-':.r.  inc  ?ir;.;£-jcze  bought 

ii      A.    J--     -r-r.  1.^  ".-ir.e  vi'-::^  rrriroifs  behind 
•lie     -uibo,    •  .      .jj.i:.r.^  j:  :":rir  iJuli.  the  admiral 
\.  ,7c- ■:  .        :r    :-r-L'TL*.   iT^  11  tTjic'^  Ordered  lus 

-":.:,  w        r      .c.*.:  i^-.n-j:   .  r  j:::*^.    ■wir!:^;n£  Dace  widi 

'  •-    "  -u.      .  :  cv  :x:  c  :-  ::ic  v.^^  where  t^c  Portu- 

^v— =     ---    -i.**  :-•  i."-.:  ~icn    --.r^ed  i^ier  lii\ es in 4 

-,.:::  :nc V  ^-irTr.deu  co  ngr*c ;  bcc  thc  admiral 

■  -  ..  ::^  :j  hjrr  them,  wi:hJ:r»  in  his  boats, 

.  ..:-:  g  :wc  ^i-crs  of  ordnance  id  oe  {hot  oflfto 

•      :  .\zTi:    a:  ri.is   they  were  lb  terrified,  that 

.:  .     :i.:    y^,ly   in  confufion,  leaving  their  weapons 

^  .  .-.^  ,    r.it  aiLcr.vjfd  frndiijg  rome  cf  his  men  on 

i- .  ;r    o  cr^ct  a  p;iUr,  on  wliich  were  the  king  of  Por- 

•'..:-*  5  ar:Tis  and  a  crofs,  the  negroes  pulled  it  down 

^x-ruf;:  their  fa*  cs. 

pc  Gania  Ittc  this  place  on  thc  eighth  of  November, 
-.vd  loon  afier  n.et  with  a  dreadful  ftorm.  On 
^  \'5^'''^\:"^''*y  il»'  y  fiw  lanJ,  which  for  that  reafon  they 
called  Tiei  ra  dc  Natal.  y\tirr  this  ihev  came  to  a  river, 
which  they  cillcl  \)r  I  )s  K(7e.s  or,'  Of  the  Kings, 
fro  n  its  hcinj^  lirll  Tcm  (mi  ihc  day  of  Epiphany. 
H.ie  Dc  (i.nna  kl'i  iwo  nun  to  inform  themfclvcs 
of  whaicviT  u.':  woiihy  of  nonce  in  the  country,-  and 
to  givt'  htjii  an  .iicoijiuot  what  they  had  learned  at 
his  rcriirn.  hor  ihi^  purpcii.  !io  had  fome  malefactors 
with  him,  whofe  punilhmaus  wc«e  changed  forthcfc 

dangers. 
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dangers.  Here  he  dealt  for  fome  ivory  and  provifions, 
fo  much  to  the  fatisfaftion  of  the  blacks,  that  their 
king  came  on  board. 

On  the  nth  of  January  again  drawing  near  land, 
the  men  went  in  their  boats  along  the  coaft  to  take  a 
view  of  it,  when  they  faw  a  great  number  of  men  and 
women,  who  appeared  to  be  quiet  and  civil  people. 
Tlie  admiral  then  fent  one  of  his  men  who  was  well 
verfed  in  the  languages  of  Africa,  attended  by  an- 
other perfon,  to  pay  his  refpcfts  to  the  king,  who 
received  them  with  great  civility,  and  difmifled  them 
with  prefents.  In  return  the  admiral  fent  his  majefty 
a  red  jacket,  a  pair  of  ftockings,  and  a  cap  of  th^ 
fame  colour,  with  a  copper  bracelet,  which  he  re- 
ceived with  pleafure  -,  and  in  return  promifed  to  give 
the  perfon  who  brought  this  prefent  any  thing  his 
country  afforded,  and  invited  the  gentleman  and  his 
companion  to  his  town.  De  Gama  having  given  him 
fcavc,^  this  gentleman,  whofc  name  was  Alonzo,  went 
-  forward  with  the  king,  whofe  fubjedls  beholding  him 
xm  the  road  in  his  new  habit,  clapped  their  hands 
with  figns  of  joy  and  admiration.  On  their  entering 
the  town,  the  king  went  round  it,  to  give  the  inha- 
bitants an  opportunity  of  beholding  his  finery ;  and 
then  taking  Alonzo  to  his  houfc,  fupped  with  him 
upon  a  hen  and  boiled  millet.  Here  many  of  the 
negroes  came  to  lee  Alonzo  and  his  attendant  -,  and 
the  next  day  they  were  fent  back  with  fome  blacks 
loaden  with  hens  for  the  admiral,  who  returned  them 
thanks,  and  called  the  place.  The  Land  of  Good 
People. 

Departing  from  thence  on  the  15th  of  January, 
they  proceeded  along  a  low  coaft,  full  of  very  large 
and  lofty  trees,  as  far  as  Cape  Corientes,  or  the  Cape 
of  Currents,  proceeding  50  leagues  beyond  Sofala, 
A  without  feeing  that  city.  On  the  24th  they  entered 
•  i^€he  mouth  of  a  very  large  river,  up  which  De  Gama, 
with  feveral  of  the  men,  proceeded  in  their  boats  *  •, 

^  This  comitiy  is  now  called  Canma. 
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the  land  was  low  like  the  former,  and  abounded  in 
tall  trees,  loaden  with  a  variety  of  fruics ;  and  pro- 
ceeding farther  they  found  feveral  boats  with  iails 
made  of  palm.  The  Portugueze  were  encouraged 
at  feeing  people  who  underftood  fomechins  of  lailing, 
a  circumftance  which  they  had  not  met  wim  before  on 
all  thefe  coafts.  The  natives  came  in  their  boats  id 
the  (hips  without  fear  or  hefitation,  and  behaved  to 
the  Portugueze  with  as  much  familiarity,  as  if  they 
had  been  old  acquaintance.  The  admiral  treated  cheoi 
kindly,  gave  them  fmall  bells  and  other  toys,  and 
talked  with  them  by  figns ;  for  none  on  board  wh 
derftood  their  language.  They  afterWkrd  returned 
jn  their  boats  with  others,  bringing  provifions,  and 
more  of  the  natives  came  along  the  water-fidei  among 
whom  were  fome  pretty  women. 

On  the  third  day  two  perfons  of  rank  came  in  their 
boats  to  vifit  the  admiral.     Thefe  had  their  aprons 
larger  than  the  reft,  and  one  of  them  wore  on  his 
head  an   handkerchief  wrought  with  filk,    and  the 
other  a  green  fattin  cap.     De  Gama  gave  them  a 
courteous  reception,  invited  them  to  eat,  and  gave 
them  apparel  with  other  things  ;  but  they  feemed  by 
their  looks  to  fet  no  value  on  them.     However,  it 
appeared  from  certain  figns  made  by  a  young  man, 
that  they  were  of  a  diftant  country,  and  had  feen  as 
large  (hips  as  thofc  they  were  then  in  •,  and  when  they 
were  landed,  they  offered  fome  pieces  of  calllco  to 
fale.     De  Gama  rejoiced  at  thefe  happy  tokens,  and 
ail  on  board  were  elevated  with  hopes  of  foon  reaching 
the  treafurcs  of  India  •,  wherefort  the  admiral  called 
this,  the  River  of  Good  Signs,  and  eredted  a  pillar, 
on  which  was  carved  a  crucifix,  and  under  it  the  arms 
of  Portugal.     Here  rhcy  alfo  refitted  their  Ihips,  nn^ 
endeavoured  to  cure  the  men  who  were  fick  of  tt^ 
fcurvy. 

They  failed  from  hence  on  the  24th  of  Janua 
and  on  the  firft  of  March  deitried  four  iflands  -,  fro 
one  of  which  came  fcven  or  eight  fmall  boats  that  fo 
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lowed  the  fhips,  the  men  calling  out  and  making 
figns  to  induce  them  to  day  for  them.  As  foon  as 
they  were  at  anchor^  the  boats  came  up  with  feveral 
people  of  a  good  ftaturc,  and  dark  complexion, 
cloathed  with  ftriped  callico  of  leveral  cok>urs.  On 
their  coming  on  board  they  difcourfed  in  Arabic,  and 
the  admiral  having  ordered  an  entertainment  to  be 
provided  for  them'  they  ate  and  drank  heartily,  during 
which  he  deiired  to  know  the  name  of  the  ifland,  to- 
gether with  the  manners  and  cuftoms  of  the  inhabi- 
tants, and  the  exaft  diitance  from  thence  to  India : 
to  which  they  replied,  that  the  ifland  was  called  Mo- 
iambique,  acnd  was  fubjed  to  the  king  of  Qutloa; 
that  there  was  a  town  in  it  full  of  merchants  who 
traded  to  India  for  fpices,  precious  ftones,  and  other 
commodities. 

The  town  of  Mofambique  (lands  in  15^  fouth  lati- 
tude ;  and  the  country,  which  is  rendered  unhealthy 
by  its  numerous  marflies,  was  inhabited  by  blacks, 
who  lived  in  huts  made  of  clay,  and  thatched  with 
ftraw ;  but  a  great  number  of  (hips  reforted  thither 
for  the  convenience  of  trade,  though  at  this  time  the 
power  and  wealth  of  the  ifland  was  chiefly  engrofled 
by  the  Arabian  merchants,  who  ufed  veflels  fattened 
together  with  wooden  pegs,  inftead  of  nails,  and  the 
iails  were  of  mats  made  of  palm-tree  leaves.  Thefe 
Arabians  made  ufe  of  the  compafs ;  had  fea  charts 
that  were  tolerably  accurate,  and  were  furniflied  with 
feveral  aftronomical  inftruments. 

The  iheik,  and  the  refl:  of  the  people,  taking  the 
Portugueze  for  Turks  or  Moors,  vifited  the  firfl:  ftiip 
that  entered  the  harbour,  but  foon  returned,  becaufe 
there  were  none  on  board  who  underftood  their  lan- 
guage ;  but  the  refl:  of  the  fliips  having  entered  the 
nrbour,  the  flieik  fent  them  prefents  and  provifions, 
defiring  leave  to  come  on  board  -,  and  in  return  Do 
Gama  lent  him  red  hats,  fliort  gowns,  coral,  brafs 
bafoos,  hawks  bells,  and  other  things,  which  he 
iittade -flight of^  aflcing  what  they  were  good  for,  and 
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why  the  admiral  did  not  fend  him  fcarlM:  ?  De  Garna^ 
to  prepare  againft  his  coming,  ordered  all  the  (ick 
men  to  be  kept  out  of  fight,  and  thofe  that  were  per<» 
feAly  well  in  the  reft  of  the  ihips  to  be  fent  to  his, 
where  they  were  put  under  arms.  Thefheik  appear- 
ed  richly  drefled :  he  was  attended  by  armed  men, 
with  drums  and  ivory  trumpets.  The  admiral  re- 
ceived him  at  the  entrance  of  the  (hip,  and  con- 
duced him  with  fome  of  his  people  into  the  cabbin, 
while  the  reft  remained  in  the  boats.  De  Gama 
apologized  for  his  not  fending  him  fcarlet,  by  aflfuring 
him  he  had  brought  none  with  him.  The  fheik  and 
his  company  ate  and  drank  very  heartily ;  aiked  whe- 
ther they  were  Turks,  which  he  fuppofed  they  were, 
from  the  whitenefs  of  their  complexion,  and  defired  a 
fight  of  their  bows,  and  of  the  books  of  their  law. 
The  admiral  anfwered,  that  he  came  from  the  Weft, 
and  belonged  to  a  great  kingdom  bordering  upon 
Turkey  -,  but  had  no  books  of  their  law  with  them. 
He  ftiewed  him  fome  crofs-bows,  which  were  fiiot  off 
before  him,  and  fome  armour  that  greatly  railed  hii 
admiration.  He  defired  the  ftieik  to  fupply  him  with 
two  pilots,  which  he  readily  granted,  and  returned 
with  them  the  next  day  ;  when  the  pilots  confented  to 
undertake  the  voyage,  upon  his  giving  each  of  them 
30  crowns  and  a  coat. 

This  harmony  was,  however,  but  of  ftiort  conri* 
nuance  -,  for  the  Iheik  or  governor,  no  fooner  dif- 
covcred  the  Portuguefe  to  be  Chriftians,  than  his 
friendfhip  was  converted  into  averfion,  and  he  began 
to  lay  fchcmes  for  dcftroying  De  Gama  and  feizing 
the  Ihips.  However,  the  Ihips  being  in  want  of  wa- 
ter, the  admiral  fending  the  boats,  took  it  away  by 
force,  while  tiie  Moors  kept  at  a  diftance  for  fear  of 
the  Oidnance. 

On  the  24th  of  March  one  of  the  natives  braving 
i:hc  fleet  from  the  fhore,  the  admiral,  to  revensKi  this 
iniult,  and  the  otner  injuries  he  had  fuftered,  manned 
out  the  boats,  in  which  he  caufed  fome  ordnance  to 

be 
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l«  and  after  driving  a  body  of  nten  from. the 
r^  who  came  to  oppofe  his  landing,  and  taking  a 
of  them  prifoners,  among  whom  one  of  them 
l^w^ppened  to  be  a  pilot ;  he  deftroyed  the  town  with 
^ia  great  guns,  and  obliged  the  inhabitants  to  fly 
**ito  the  country. 

De  Gania  finding  that  his   flaying  longer  here 

vrould  bs  attended  with  great  danger,  now  Iteered  to 

suiother  idand  at  four  miles  diflance,  and  from  thence 

failed  to  Qulloa  •,  but  being  forced  by  contrary  winds 

and  tempeltuous  weather  to  return,  an  Arabian,  with 

his  Ion,  defircd  to  be  carried  to  Melinda,  in  his  way 

to  Mecca,  from  whence  he  came  as  a  pilot,  to  which 

the   admiral  readily  contented,    his  brother  having 

feized  another  pilot  at  Mofambique.    The  weather 

no  fooner  became  favourable,  than  they  again  put  out 

to  fea,  and  proceeded  to  Mombafla,  a  city  which  the 

.  pilots  obferved  was  chiefly  inhabited  by  Chriftians. 

They  arrived  at  that  city  on  the  27th  of  April  ^  but 

13  the  ihips  lay  without  the  bar,  a  bark  approached 

them  in  the  night,  with  about  100  men  in  Turki(h 

habits,    armed  with    fcinieters    and  bucklers,    and 

would  have  boarded  them,  had  they  not  bten  prc- 

lenced  by  the  admiral's  giving  orders  that  no  more 

than  four  fliould  be  admitted.     Thefe  four  feemed  by 

.  their  drefs  to  be  above  the  common  rank,  and  thefe 

he  obliged  to  lay  aflde  their  arms  before  they  came, 

excufing  his  precaution  by  obferving,  that  he  was  a 

I  ftranger  to  the  coafl:.     He,  however,  entertained  them 

-  m  a  very  handfome  manner,  on  which  they  told  him, 
(hat  the  king  being  informed  of  his  arrival,  had  fent 

•  them  with  compliments  of  congratulation,  and  pro* 
vufed  to  load  his  fliips  with  fpices  *,  obferving  that 

''there  were  many  Chriftians  on  the  ifland,    which 
l^greeing  with  the  report  of  the  pilots,  he  readily  be- 

•  fieved  what  they  told  him.     The  next  day  the  king 

-  Scst^  to  compliment  the  admiral,  and  made  him  a  pre- 
.  Irat  :of  fruit.  Thefe  deputies  told  him  there  were 
fWMJ  Chriftiam  in  the  place,  and  that  they  thcmfeves 

w:  were 
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«te'(i%,  %tA  mmtt  tt  an  mdior  4ii  <diit  hiijhgiigft 
<wtiMc'%hfe'4tiM'Mu)d  inere  coBveMfeiidy  >gywc  itB3 
^PMtogUilfef  4r^  'pfenfe  df  bis  iddiiMnton  io  Ifarvtift 
^cA.  '  Tfte  adminl!  believing  Aem  td  be  .^fi|Mf% 
czprefled  Ms  acknowledgments,  and'«eBting^  thtk' 
^tif^\&be^fy  )p¥0|ilifed  ta  connply  wilh  his  mAAfi^ 
^ttxfak^   ^ifc  fet  <m  ^lore  two  of  his  exiles  mtB  pM^ 
^emsMto  the  fcing,  wlK>treaoedthein  with  the  utdAft^ 
tr^pitftUrir,  and. ordered  fome  of  the  natives  to  flNp' 
fhto  l^e  dty.    In  their  way  they  faw  many  prifoitf 
jnirons»  and  were  carried  to  the  houfe  of  two  tMN^ 
-chanjts  of  Indie,  who  were  Chriftians,  after  whidiik 
^ing  fern  them  back  with  famples  of  oom  Hod  fpictsi^ 
'bidding  them  i^ll  the  admiral,  that  he  might  hK0 
¥^hat  quantity  he  pleafed  for  gokl,   filver^  amlMt^ 
and  otmnBommoditics,  at  a  le6  price  tiian  any  whiill; 

elfc.  *»V 

It  was  immediately  refolved  to  accept  of  diis  xJBS^ 
of  fptces,  and  the  next  morniAg  at  flood  they  prepiM# 
to  enter  the  harbour ;  but  the  admiral's  Ihip  flrtkinf 
on  a  fhoa],  he  again  caft  anchor,  upon  which,  the  in- 
ttves  whowere  on  board  went  into  their  boat,  and  It 
the  fame  inftant  the  two  pilots  jumped  into  the  fa^ 
and  were  taken  up  by  the  natives,  who  could  nit 
'be-prevailed  upon  to  return  and  deliver  them.  Thb 
naturally  gave  the  admiral  a  diftruil  of  die  kiflfc' 
whofe  afl^ed  civility  was  only  diflimtilation ;  W 
having -heard  of  what  had  pafied  at  Mofambique,  le 
had  refolved  to  deftroy  the  Portuguefe,  while  die 
Ihips  were  in  the  harbour,  and  two  of  the  perfbos 
whom  the  admiral  had  feized  and  brought  from  Mo» 
fembique,  being  put  to  the  torture,  confefled  tht 
they  had  plotted  the  deftruftion  of  the  fhips,  and  that 
the.ptlors  had  -efcaped  from  the  fear  of  its  beii^  dU^ 
*49Bvercci« 

"ttfCttcution  of  the  projcft  for  deftroytngthe 

|fiie(e,  being  thus  prevented,  the  king  imme- 

ly^ttoncerecd  another  fcheme  for  deftroying  them  \ 

7  but 
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luc  in  the  night  the  watch  perceiving  that  the  cables 
liook,  at  firft  imagined  ic  was  caiifed  hy  fome  tunny 
i(h^  of  which  there  are  great  numbers  in  chofe  feas, 
ill  feveral  men  were  found  fwinuning  aboiK,  and 
utting  it  with  their  fwords,  in  order  that  the  ihip 
light  run  arground.  Others  bad  alio  got  afiiong- 
lie  tackk  of  the  foffemaft  of  another  Ihip  *, .  but  oa 
lieir  being  difcovered,  they  pionged  into  the  fea,  andi 
vam  to  fome  boats,  that  lay  at  a  diftanec  to  receJA^e 
hem.  The  admiral  being  therefore  convinced  of  the . 
reachery  of  thefe  people,  reiblved  to  fail  immediately 
o  Melinda. 

MombafTa  is  an  ifland  iituated  near  the  continent, 
rom  which  it  is  divided  by  a  river  that  falls  into  the 
ea  by  two  mouths.  The  city,  which  was  governed 
ly  a  king,  was  very  large,  and  feaced  upon  an  high 
ock.  At  the  entrance  of  the  port  was  a  fmaU  low 
Oft,  near  the  water.  The  houfes  vrerc  built  with 
bone  ^  the  cielings  wrought  in  figures,  with  a  compo^ 
idon  like  §|aifter  of  Paris,  and  the  ftreets  made  a 
;ood  appearance.  A  great  trade  was  carried  on  for 
arious  forts  of  merchandize,  and  the  harbour  wa& 
ontinualiy  full  of  ihips.  Here  they  found  plenty 
f  provifions,  as  millet,  rice,  cattle,  and  fowls, 
fhich  were  all  very  fat,  and  their  (heep,  which  were 
ery  fine,  had  no  tails ;  from  the  main-land  were  al(b 
iFOUsht  ivory-ware,  and  honey.  The  ifland  was  very 
tea^t,  and  afforded  excellent  water.  It  was  full  of 
rchards,  and  planted  with  oranges,  lemons,  citrons, 
ndian  figs,  and  pomegranates. 

The  admiral  having  got  clear  of  the  bay,  left 
^ombafla  on  the  13th,  and  foon  after  chaled  two 
ambucos,  or  fmall  pinnaces,  one  of  which  he  took, 
vith  1 7  men  on  board,  and  a  confiderable  quantity  of 
^d  and  filver ;  and  the  fame  day  reached  Melinda, 
¥hich  is  18  leagues  from  Mombafia,  and  fituated  in 
}^  fouth  latitude.  The  city  is  feated  on  the  plaineft 
part  of  a  rocky  coaft,  and  encompaffed  with  palms, 
and  woods  of  fruit-trees.     The  city  was  large,  with 

handlbme 
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handfome  ftrcets  and  houfes,  built  with  done,  fcvenl 
ftories  high,  with  terraces  on  the  top.  The  daovcs 
df  the  country  were  very  Iwarthy ;  they  had  curled 
hair,  and  were  ftrong,  and  well  proportioned^  They 
wore  turbans  wrought  with  filk  and  gold,  and  from 
the  waift  downward  were  cloathed  with  (ilk  and  cot* 
ton  ifaiffs,  while  others  wore  (hort  cloaks  of  callico  *, 
their  fwords  and  daggers  were  handfomely  ornament- 
ed ;  they  were  left-handed,  and  being  good  archers, 
never  went  without  their  bows  and  arrows. 

De  Gama  rejoiced  at  feeing  a  city  that  had  fbme  re- 
femblance  to  thofe  of  Portugal,  and  anchored  within 
a  league  of  it.  But  nobody  came  on  board  for  fear 
of  being  made  prifoners  -,  for  the  pinnace  the  admiral 
had  juft  before  taken,  probably  raifed  the  belief  of 
their  being  pirates.  De  Gama  therefore  ordered  an 
Arabian  prifoner  who  was  one  of  thofe  he  had  taken 
in  the  pinnace,  and  had  promifed  to  get  him  pilots  in 
this  place,  to  be  fet  on  a  fhelf  over  againft  the  city, 
from  whence  a  boat  came  immediately  tafotch  him. 
This  man  being  condufted  to  the  king,  he  informed 
him,  that  the  admiral  defirdd  to  enter  into  an  alliance 
with  him.  The  king  returned  an  anfwer  to  the  ad- 
miraFs  fatisfaftion,  with  a  prefent  of  three  (heep,  and 
a  confiderable  quantity  of  oranges  and  fugar-canes, 
which  was  returned  with  a  prefent  of  a  hat,  three  brafs 
bafons,  fome  fmall  bells,  and  two  fcarves. 

The  next  day  De  Gama  proceeded  with  his  (hips 
nearer  the  city,  and  anchored  by  four  veflcls  belong- 
ing to  the  Chriftians  of  India,  where  the  king  fcnt 
fome  perfons  to  vifit  him,  and  to  let  him  know,  that 
he  himfelf  would  vifit  him  the  next  day. 

In  the  mean  time  the  Chriftians  from  the  India 
ihips,  with  the  king's  leave,  vifited  De  Gama.  They 
were  well  proportioned,  and  of  a  brown  complexion. 
On  feeing  a  pifture  reprefenting  the  virgin  Mary  and 
fome  of  the  apoftles,  they  fell  down  and  worfliipped 
it,  for  which  purpofe  they  afterward  repaired  thither 

every 
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every  day,  ridiculoufly  offering  to  the  pi&ure  pepper 
and  other  things. 

The  next  day,  in  the  afternoon,  the  king  of  Me- 
linda  came  in  a  large  boat,  dreiled  in  a  gown  of 
crimfon  dannaik,  lined  with  green  fattin,  with  a  rich 
fcarf  rolled  round  his  head.  He  fat  in  a  very  hand- 
fome  chair,  neatly  inlaid  with  wire,  on  a  filk  cufhion, 
with  another  by  him,  on  which  was  placed  a  hat  of 
crimfon  fattin.  Near  him  ftood  an  old  man,  who 
held  a  very  rich  fword  with  a  filver  fcabbard.  He 
was  alfo  attended  with  about  20  of  his  fubjeAs  richly 
dreffed,  with  muficians  who. played  on  fackbuts,  and 
two  ivory  flutes,  eight  fpans  in  length,  neatly  made, 
with  a  little  hole  in  the  middle,  on  which  they  played. 
De  Gama  went  to  meet  the  king  in  his  boat,  adorned 
with  flags,  and  attended  by  twelve  of  the  principal 
perfons  in  his  three  (hips.  After  many  falutations,  he 
at  the  king's  defire  went  into  his  boat.  His  majefty 
viewed  him  and  his  men  very  attentively,  alked  him 
feveral  queftions  in  relation  to  the  country  he  came 
fo)m,  the  name  of  his  king,  .and  the  motives  which 
had  brought  him  into  thofe  fcas.  Thefe  queftions 
the  admiral  anfwcred,  after  which  the  king  promifed 
bim  a  pilot  for  Calicut,  and  invited  him  to  take  the 
pleafure  his  palace  afforded.  De  Gama,  however, 
excufed  himfelf -,  but  promifed  to  call  there  at  his  re- 
turn, and  at  the  fame  time  made  his  majefty  a  prefent 
of  all  the  prifoaers  he  had  lately  taken,  at  which  he 
was  highly  plcaled. 

-  The  king  was  afterward  rowed  up  to  the  fhips, 
which  he  beheld  with  furprife,  and  was  highly  de- 
•  lighted  with  the  firing  of  the.  ordnance,  telling  the 
admiral,  that  he  never  faw  any  men  who  plcafed  him 
fo  well  as  the  Portuguefe,  and  he  v/iflied  he  had  fome 
of  them  to  aflTift  him  in  his  wars. 

De  Gama  let  fail  from  Melinda  on  the  22dof  Aprils 

and  rtfolvcd  now   to  quit  the  fhores,  which  he  had 

Ritherto  coafteJ,  and  truft  himfeU  in  the  main  ocean. 

In  this  run  he  had  remarkably  good  weather,  and 

4  crolfrd 
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crotkd  that  great  fea  of  70a  leagues^  which  lies  bc^ 
twcen  Africa  and  the  hither  peninfulaof  India,  in  2^ 
days.  On  the  T7eh  of  May  they  iaw  fend,  and  on 
the  20th  the  |>t)oc  perceiyed  rii6  nHHintains  cyf  Galimc^ 
and  inHncdiately  inferming  the  skdmiral,  the  latttr 
was  lb  tranfported  with  joy,  chat  he  made  an  enter- 
tainment for  the  whole  crew,  and  ibof^  after  came 
to  an  anchor  in  an  open  road  two  leagues  below  Ca^ 
licut. 

On  the  20th  of  May  the  admiral  came  to  an  anchor 
on  the  coaft  of  Malabar,  about  two  leagues  from  Cay 
licut,  and  loon  after  feveral  fHhermen  in  their  boat» 
rowed  wp  to  the  fleet,  greatly  admiring  the  fkips/ 
They  were  of  a  brown  complexion,  and  naked^  ex- 
cept a  iVnall  piece  of  linen  which  hung  before.  De 
Gama  gave  thefe  people  a  courteous  reception,  and 
bought  fome  of  their  ftfli,  after  which  they  conduced 
him  nearer  to  Calicut,  where  he  caft  anchor  wicheuK- 
the  bar,  and  immediately  fent  one  of  his  bantflied 
men  on  fhore  in  one  of  the  fifhermen's  boats,  to  gd 
intelligence  of  the  place.  The  people  immediately 
thronged  about  this  ftranger ;  afkcd  the  fifhermen 
many  queftions,  and  were  greatly  furprifed  at  his 
drefs,  which  was  fo  unlike  that  of  the  Arabs  who 
came  from  the  ftraits  of  Mecca.  They  however  car- 
ried him  to  the  houfe  of  two  Moors,  one  of  whom, 
called  Bontaibo,  could  fpeak  Spanifh,  and  knowii^ 
him  to  be  a  Portuguefe,  afked,  what  brought  him 
thither  ?  which  being  anfwered,  he  faid,  that  he  was 
acquainted  with  the  Portuguefe  at  Tunis,  whence  he 
came ;  but  could  not  conceive  how  any  Portuguefe 
fhips  could  come  thither.  He  then  gave  the  man 
fome  refrelhments,  and  went  with  him  to  fee  the  ad- 
miral. 

The  admiral  and  thofe  who  were  with  him,  wertf 
ib  furprifed  at  meeting  with  one  who  could  fpeak 
their  language,  fo  far  from  home,  that  tears  of  joy 
ftarted  into  their  eyes.  De  Gama  embraced  Bontaibo, 
and  making  him  fit  down,  leated  himleif  by  him,  and 

aflced 
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ntked  if  he  was  a  Chriflian ;  and  how  he  came  to  Ca« 
Kcuc  ?  Bomaibo  anfwered,  chat  he  was  iodccd  a  Chri& 
tian,  and  had  been  chief  conira&or  £br  the  warlike 
ilores  which  King  Ferdinand  had  purchafed  at  Tunis  i 
And  that  he  had  arrive^  ^  India  by  the  way  of  Gairo« 
He  concluded  with  obferving,  that  as  i)e  had  on  all 
bccalions  been  a  friend  to  the  Portuguefe,  he  would 
now  concinue  to  promote  their  defigns  to  the  utmof): 
of  his  power.  Dc  Gama  thanked  him  heartily,  and 
promifed  to  reward  him  nobly  for  whatever  fervice  he 
ihould  do  him.  He  then,  afked  Bontaibo  fcveral 
queftions  relating  to  the  fovereign  of  Calicut ;  to 
\vhich  he  replied,  that  he  was  a  prince  of  a  very  good 
difpofition,  and  he  did  not  doubc  but  he  would  gladly 
receive  the  admiral  as  embaflfador  from  a  foreign 
Icing ;  efpecially,  if  he  came  to  fettle  a  trade  ;  fince 
the  king's  revenue  cliiefly  arofe  from  the  duties  on 
g0ods.     , 

T^c  Zamorin,  or  emperor,  being  informed  that 
the  admiral  had  letters  to  him  from  the  king  of  Por- 
tugal, a  Chriflian  prince,  he  lent  to  bid  him  wel- 
come ;  and  at  the  fame  time  ordered  him  a  pilot  to 
condu<5t  him  to  Padarane,  where  there  was  a  good 
harbour  for  the  ihips :  wich  orders  for  the  admiral 
to  go  from  thence  by  land  to  Calicut,  where  he 
would  be  ready  to  receive  him.  De  Gama  according- 
ly, fleered  with  the  lliips  to  Padarane,  but  would  not 
enter  too  far  into  the  port  for  fear  of  treachery. 
Here  an  order  was  lent  him  from  the  Cutwal,  or  of- 
Qoer  for  foreign  altairs,  with  permiflTion  to  land  when- 
wcr  he  pleafed.  Upon  which  De  Gama  calling  a 
OMDcil,  let  them  know  that  he  intended  to  go  and 
fettle  a  treaty  of  commerce,  and  perpetual  amity  with 
the  Zamorin :  to  this  his  brother  alleged,  that  though 
the  Zamorm  and  the  natives,  as  they  then  imagined, 
were  ChxiUians,  yet  there  were  many  Arabs  among 
therfi^  who  were  their  mortal  enemies,  and  would 
bie*,<ftiU  more  ib  from  the  conlidcracion  of  their  coming 
to  interfere  in  their  trade  :  and  thsi'cfore,  as  the  fuc- 
.  -^VoL.  11.  y  ce;s 
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<^  of  the  voyaM  dqiended  on  his  li6^«  ke  tfaoMt 
ic  more  advifeame  to  fend  fome  odier  Mdbo  19  w 
llead^  and  in  this  opinkm  be  was  iboonded  ^^die 
reft.  But  DeGflha  declared,  that  whatever  happCMi 
lie  was  refolred  to  go  hunfelf,  alkg^doc  it  w«al» 
msgefty's  intereft  to  encourage  tnders,  and  thullb 
had  nothing  to  &ar^  as.  the  inhatxtants  were  Chitf> 
tians;  but  that  in  cafe  any  accident  happened!^ 
him,  they  (hould  give  themielves  ne  concern  idMit 
his  fafcty,  but  fail  dirtftly  homeward,  to  cam  m^ 
king  of  Portugal  the  news  of  their  having  di&omA 
the  Indicsw  .  .  .,j. 

The  next  diy  I>e  Gama  fet  out  in  his  boat^  wlidk 
was  furmihed  with  ordnance,  attended  by  la  ef -tk 
officers,  with  flags  wavh^,  and  trumpets  fimodbl^ 
The  Cutwd  waited  for  him  on  fliore,  attended  bjr 
naires,  or  gentlemen  of  the  country,  and  a 
of  people.  He  was  received  very  politely  at  hSm 
ing,  where  there  were  two  Uttcts,  one  fer  him  'Hi^ 
the  other  for  the  CutwaU  into  which  having  ^nlcMlJL 
they  were  carried  very  fwiftly  on  mens  ftoulders^  4dl 
the  reil  going  on  foot*.  At  a  place  called  Cafocm, 
they  rrfted,  and  having  dined  on  rice  and  friut,  dny 
entered  fome  boats,  and  failed  down  the  river.  Ik 
Gama  and  his  attendants  were  afterward  conduQatd'«^ 
a  large  ndian  temple  built  of  free-done,  and  <oMtA 
with  tiles.  On  the  walls  of  this  temple  were  naif 
painted  images,  ibme  with  great  teeth  fHcklhg  above 
an  inch  out  of  their  mouths,  and  others  with  fiiir 
arms,  and  fuch  frightful  faces,  that  the  PortugBdt 
began  to  doubt,  whether  it  was  a  Chrifban  church  <t 
not.  In  the  middle  was  a  little  round  chapel,  ovir 
which  was  a  tower,  built  with  freeftcHie,  with  a  finift 
wire  door,  and  (lone  ftabs,.  to  which  they  afcendedfll^ 
the  outfide  by  (leps.  In  the  wall  oppofite  to  this  fOr 
trance  ftood  an  image,  which,  from  the  darknefi  ^ 
the  place,  could  not  be  diftindly  viewed ;  and  ad* 
mittance  was  denied  to  all,  except  the  prieft,  wfcn 
approaching  and  pointing  to  the  figure,  called  alou4 

Maiiat 
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la !  Miuia !  When  the  cutwal  aod  his  attendants 
caaie  before  the  chapel,  they  fell  fiat  on  the  ground  with 
their  hands  before  them  three  times,  and  then  prayed 
Handing  %  while  De  Gama  and  the  reft^  who  took  it  for 
an  image  of  the  virgin,  fell  on  their  knees  and  prayed : 
but  one  Juan  de  Sala  who  had  fome  doubt,  faid  as 
he  was  kneeling,  **  If  this  be  the  Devil,  I  worihip 
God/'  which  made  De  Gama  and  the  reft  of  the  Por^ 
tuguefe  fmile* 

They  now  walked  in  proceflion  toward  the  palace, 
followed  by  a  prodigious  multitude  of  people ;  but  at 
their  entering  the  city,  the  prefs  was  fo  greats  that 
they  were  almoft  ftifled,  and  could  fcarcc  move  for- 
ward :  which  obliged  the  cutwal  to  take  them  into  a 
houle,  where  his  brother,  who  was  a  perfon  of  great 
diftindion,  met  him  with  feveral  naires^  who  were 
lent  by  the  Zamorin  to  conduft  De  Gama^  to  court. 
They  were  now  attended  by  at  leaft  3000  men  in  arms, 
and  De  Gama  was  highly  pleafed  with  the  manner  of 
his  reception ;  for  turning  to  thde  who  were  with 
him,  he  faid,  *^  They  little  think  ip  Portugal  what 
honour  is  done  us  here." 

An  hour  before  fun-fet  they  arrived  at  the  Zamo<- 
rin's  palace,  which  was  very  large,  and  made  an 
handiome  appearance.  At  the  palace  gate  they  were 
received  by  leveral  of  the  grandees,  who  conducted 
them  through  Hve  large  courts,  with  gates  to  each, 
attended  by  ten  porters.  On  their  approaching  the 
audience  chamber,  they  were  met  by  the  king^s  chief 
Bramin,  a  little  old  man,  who  embraced  De  Gama,  and 
conducted  them  all  in  :  but  the  people  prefled  fo  vi- 
olently to  get  in  with  them,  in  order  to  fee  the  Za- 
morin^ that  feveral  were  fqueezed  to  death  -,  and  this 
had  like  to  have  been  the  fate  of  two  of  the  Portu- 
guefe,  had  not  the  porters  laid  on  unmercifully  to 
make  room  for  them. 

The  hall  into  which  the  Portuguefe  were  conduced, 
was  kt  round  with  feats,  rifmg  one  above  another  in 
the  manner  of  an  amphitheatre ;  the  jfipor  was  co- 

Y  2  vcrcd 
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vcrcd  with  a  rich  carpet,  and  the  walls  hung  with  filk 
tapeftry  interwoven  with  gold.  The  Zamorin,  who 
was  of  a  brown  complexion,  lufty,  and  advanced  in 
years,  lay  reclined  upon  a  fopha  covered  with  white 
filk  wrought  with  gold,  with  a  rich  canopy  over  his 
head.  He  wore  a  Ihort  coat  of  fine  caliico,  adorned 
with  branches  and  rofes  of  beaten  gold.  It  was  but- 
toned with  large  pearls,  and  the  button  holes  were  of 
gold  thread  :  about  his  waift  was  a  piece  of  white  cA- 
]ico,  which  reached  to  his  knees.  On  his  head  was  a 
mitre  adorned  with  jewels  •,  in  his  ears  were  jewels  of 
the  fame  kind,  aiid  both  his  toes  and  fingers  fparkkd 
with  diamond  rings.  His  arms  and  legs  were  naked 
and  adorned  with  gold  bracelets ;  and  in  (hort,  his 
perfon  was  graceful,  and  his  air  noble  and  majeftic. 

On  De  Gama's  approaching  the  Zamorin,  he,  ac- 
cording to  the  cuftom  of  the  country,  bowed  his  body 
three  times,  with  his  hands  above  his  head.  His  ma- 
jcfty  looked  on  him  with  complacency  •,  but  returned 
his  falute  in  fo  flight  a  manner,  that  the  motion  of 
his  head  could  fcarcely  be  perceived.  Then  making 
figns  to  him  to  advance,  he  caufed  him  to  be  fcatcd 
near  him ;  and  the  reft  enterinp:  and  bowing  in  the 
fame  manner,  he  gave  orders  for  their  being  feated 
oppofite  to  him;  and  water  to  be  brought  for  them  to 
cool  their  hands,  it  being  very  hot,  though  in  winter. 
He  then  ordered  a  collation  of  figs  and  jakas  to  be 
brought  in  ;  and  on  their  calling  for  water  to  drink,  a 
gold  cup  with  a  fpout  was  brought  them;  when  being 
informed  that  the  Malabars  reckoned  it  infolent  to 
touch  the  vefll'l  with  their  lips  when  drinking,  they 
in  compliance  with  the  cuftom,  held  it  "at  fomc  diJ- 
tance  above  their  mouths  :  but  not  being  ufed  to  that 
manner  of  receiving  liquor,  it  either  overcharged 
their  throats,  and  made  them  cough,  or  falling  on  one 
fide,  wet  their  cloaths,  whicli  made  diverfion  for  the 
whole  court. 

At  length  the  Zamorin  ordered  De  Gama,  by  his 
interpreter,  to  lay  his  bufmcfs  before  his  officers,  who 

were 
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were  prefent,  that  he  might  be  informed  of  it  from 
diem  i  ■  upon  which  the  admiral  let  him  know,  that  he 
could  not  with  honour  recede  from  the  cuftom  ob- 
lerved  by  the  Chriftian  princes  of  Europe,  which  was 
to  hear  embafladors  themfelves,  in  the  prcfence  of 
only  a  few  of  their  counfellors.  The  Zamorin  faid, 
that  he  approved  ihat  cuftom,  and  ordering  De  Gama 
to  be  conduced  into  another  apartment,  which  was 
hke  the  firft,  followed  with  only  his  interpreter,  his 
chief  bramin,  his  betel  fervcr,  and  the  comptroller  of 
the  houfhold.  Being  (eated  on  a  fopha,  he  afked  th^ 
admiral  what  country  he  came  from,  and  the  occafion 
of  his  coming  \  to  which  he  anfwered,  that  he  was 
cmbaflador  from  the  king  of  Portugal,  the  greateft 
monarch  for  power  and  riches  in  all  the  weft ;  who 
having  heard  that  there  were  Chriftian  kings  in  the 
Indies,  of  whom  the  king  of  Calicut  was  reported  to 
be  the  chief,  he  had  thought  Bt  to  fend  an  embalTadoi: 
to  fettle  a  trade  and  friendfhip  with  him ;  and  that 
the  predeceffors  of  the  king  his  matter,  had  for  the 
fpace  of  threefcore  years  attempted  to  difcover  India 
by  lea ;  but  that  none  of  his  captains  had,  till  now, 
been  able  to  accomplifh  that  defign.  In  confirmation 
of  the  truth  of  what  he  advanced,  he  promifed  to 
produce  the  letters  of  his  king  at  the  next  audience  ; 
and  obferved,  that  he  had  orders  to  tell  his  majefty, 
that  the  king  his  matter  was  his  friend  and  brother, 
and  hoped,  that  if  his  majetty  accepted  of  his  friend* 
fliip,  he  would  fend  his  embaffador  ta  Portugal  to 
confirm  it.  The  Zamorin  replied,  that  nothing  could 
be  more  agreeable  to  him  than  fuch  an  alliance  -,  and 
then  a(ked4everal  quettions,  in  relation  to  the  king's 
power ;  the  dittance  between  Calicut  and  Portugal, 
and  how  long  he  had  been  on  his  voyage.  Thcfe 
quettions  the  admiral  anfwered.  But  it  being  now 
late,  and  he  chufing  to  lodge  in  a  houfe  by  himfelf, 
and  not  with  either  the  Indians  or  the  Chrillians,  or- 
dered his  faftor,  who  was  an  Indian,  to  go  with  him, 
and  provide  whatever  he  (hould  have  occafion  for :  hr* 
Y(as  alfo  accompanied  by  the  Cutwal  and  his  attea 

Y  3  daatf 


«d  tofheft^i- tffeibiEtvtik  fit  tiife  fidor^'iHMifBifl 
Uvi  teht  Ami  zhdrfcv  but  as  he  had  ik»  iiMki^  >|ft 
choftf  ratfief  <tt'go  on  foot  tohh  loAaii^  -ivbtthinh 
fbcri  had  aUrddy  carried  bis  ba^^^:  '^^  --• 
'  THtis  e^  HAngtmntd  tii  oflBf  B^  Onfiilli 
^itft  tfibTpe^  for  Promoting  the  fjtilffwndMm 
Ut^ot  Msfttdon;  DDt  he  was  civen  iioiron  thd  Wift 
ofjecng  thech  ravilhed  frbm  hini.  Fonmdable  (iMk 
toft  up  i^rainft  him.  Mahometanifin  hsid  fiflMcd 
fheTartiirt  w  the^Itidics,  and  was  as  jtiniTnili'lftiiit 
there  as  l>ftg^ifiD.  The  declared  hatred  tlnlt  fia 
Muffelfiieh  dirii  bore  to  the  Chriftians,  aMoMi 
theoi  agaihft  the  Chriftians;  and  the  Anbs'dnt^i 
on  a  very  oofnfiderabk  commerce  in  the  cotteBin  « 
Mo^  and  Mahbar,  to  ^hich  they  caiiie  fitaa  4b 
tbafts  of  Africa,  Arabia,  and  Perfia  %  the  itvithb^ 
in^  fUj^attted,  madp  them  confpire  the  dcftiufliia 
ofthe  Fortuguefe. 

A^  they  had  the  admiriil  in  thdr  pofleflkMi^  fettnl' 
artifices  were  how  made  ufc  of  by  the  Cutwal,  duoo^ 
the  infHgation  of  the  Arat^s,  to  obtain  pofieflibn  fike- 
wife  of  the  ihips :  in  this,  however,  De  Gama  Skf-. 
pointed  them  ;  and  after  much  trouble,  happily  got 
again  pn  board  his  own  vellels. 

De  Gama,  though  he  would  not  land  again  himiH^ 
yet  gave  his  men  liberty,  by  turns,  to  feethedty; 
where  they  were  kindly  received  by  the  Indians,  ttd 
fold  their  goods  with  the  utmoft  freedom.  The  nt 
tives,  on  the  other  hand,  daily  reforted  to  the  fliips 
in  boats,  either  to  fell  provifions,  or  out  of  meet  ca- 
^icfity  i  and  were  kindly  entertained  by  the  admiraFs 
order. 

Thus  matters  went  on  quietly  till  the  loth  rf  Au- 
guil ;  when  the  feafbn  for  returning  from  the  Imfies 
being  come,  De  Gama  fent  Diaz  his  fador  to  the 
Zaitorin  wiih  a  prefent  of  fearves,  filk,  coral,  and 
other  things ;  ordering  him  to  let  his  majefty  know 
that  he  intended  to  depart ;  and  to  defire,  in  cafb  he 
was  difpofed  to  fend  an  ambaiQulor  to  Portvnl^  dnt 
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ht  ought  be  djfpatchcd.  He  alfo  informed  the  Zf 
mofint  that  he  deiieoed  lo  leave  his  b/dux  and  iecre* 
aary  at  Calicut,  with  the  goods  that  were  there,  til^ 
the  arriTal  of 4bp  nesot  iocc  from  Europe ;  and  as  a 
confirmadoo  of  his  having  faeea  in  India,  defired  his 
miyefty  woidd  fend  his  mafker  a  bahar^f  .cinnamon, 
juaother  of  doves,  aad  a  third  of  other  ^ioes,  which 
ihouU  be  paid  £at  out  of  the  firft  goods  that  were 
Ibid,  of  witat  were  on  flioce. 

Diaz,  after  waiting  four  days,  wai  admitted  to  the 

«|»elcnoe  of  Zamorin ;  who,  with  a  frowning  counte- 
fiance,  afked  him  what  he  wanted  ?  Diaz,  with  great 
■tremor,  dehvercd  his  meflage,  and  was  going  to  offer 
the  prefent  ^  when  the  Zamorin  refuied  to  fee  it,  and 
ordered  it  to  be  delivered  to  his  faftor ;  and  then  bid 
iiim  tell  the  admiral,  that  if  he  would  go,  he  might ; 
but  that  he  fhould  firlt,  according  to  the  cuftom  of 
die  port,  pay  him  •600  iharafins.     Diaz,  however, 

yhad  no  fooner  returned  to  the  fadory,  than  he  was 
confined  there ;  and  proclamation  was  made  through 
the  city  to  forbid  any  perfons  going  on  board  the  Beet 
upon  pain  of  death.  However,  Bontaibo  had  the 
courage  to  difobey  this  command,  in  order  to  advife 
the  admiral  to  be  on  his  guard ;  and  to  let  him  know, 
that  the  Arabs  had  perfuaded  the  Zamorin  that  the 
Portugueie  were  pirates ;  and  came  with  no  other 
defign,  but  to  carry  off*  by  force  the  merchandize 
brought  to  the  city,  and  to  pry  into  the  ftrengtii  of 
the  country.  Two  days  afrer,  four  boys  came  on 
board,  bringing  precious  ftones  to  fell  ^  but  though 
the  admiral  took  them  for  fpies,  he  feemed  to  be  ig- 
norant of  what  had  pafled,  and  fufiered  them  to  de- 
part, in  hopes  of  alluring  on  board  others  of  more 
confequcnce.  This  had  the  defired  effed ;  for  the; 
Zamorin,  imagining  from  hence  that  De  Gama  was 
ignorant  of  the  imprifonmeat  of  hi^  hStor  and  iecre- 
tary,  fent  people  on  board  to  amufe  him,  till  he 
could  fit  out  a  fleet,  or  the  Ihips  of  Mecca  fhould 
arrive  to  take  him.    At  length  there  coming  fix  of 

•  ihe  principal  Malabars  with  fifteen. .attendants,  .be 

Y  4  ordered 
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ordered  them  to  be  fcized ;  and  fent  back  two  of 
boatmen,  with  a  letter  in  the  Malabar  tongue,  to 
the  Zamorin's  fader,  demanding  hi^  faAor  and  fe- 
cretary  in  exchange.  But  De  Gama  not  feeing  tbem 
arrive  fo  foon  as '  he  expected,  frc  fail,  and  came  tp 
an  ancnor  in  an  open  road  four  leagues  below  Cali- 
cut *,  where  having  waited  three  days,  he  put  to  fa 
almoll  out  of  fight  of  land ;  when  a  boat  with  Ma- 
labars  came  on  board,  and  told  the  admiral,  that  his 
people  were  in  the  Zamorin's  palace,  and  would  be 
with  him  the  next  day.  De  Gama  let  them  koovf,. 
that  they  (hould  inilantly  bring  his  men,  or  IcttcB 
from  them :  that  if  they  returned  without  either,  he 
would  firk  them  ;  and  if  they  did  not  return  at  aU| 
he  would  cut  off  the  heads  of  thofe  he  had  feized.  As 
foon  as  the  boat  was  departed,  he  fteered  toward  the 
lliore,  and  came  to  an  anchor  over  againft  Calicut. " 
The  next  d.iy  fevcn  boats  made  up  to  the  admi- 
ral's Ihip ;  in  one  of  which  were  Diaz  and  Braga, 
whom  the  Malabars  put  into  the  fhip's  boat,  and 
then  \vitl;drew  to  Tome  diftance,  waiting  for  the  ad- 
miraPs  anlwer.  They  brouchc  a  letter  to  the  king 
of  l^ortuga!,  vvir.cii  was  written  by  Diaz  on  a  palm- 
tree  leaf,  and  fitrned  bv  the  Zamorin.  It  was  ex- 
l^rcfiltl  in  ilx'V  lacoric  tcrn^s:  '••  Vaico  dc  Gama,  a 
'^  c;en:!cii.an  of  thy  hou/c,  c.iinc  to  mv  countrv;  of 
"  whoic  coii-.ing;  1  was  g!:;;l.  In  my  country  there 
**•  is  plenty  ot  cinnamon,  cloves,  pepper,  and  pre- 
**  cious  iione^.  The  thi'^gs  wiiu'h  1  am  defirous  of 
^'  havini::  out  (1  thy  counLi y,  ar-j  gold,  filver,  co:aI 
"  and  Tcarlet.'' 

De  Gam.i  r^.  turned  no  c:!ier  aiUwcr,  but  that  he 
had  fent  ba:k  the  Naire^,  and  v.ould  keep  the  reft 
till  all  his  merciiandize  on  fiiore  were  reftorcd.  The 
next  day,  liontaibo  came  on  boarJ,  and  told  the  ad- 
miraK  th.it  the  Cutwal,  by  the  king's  order,  had 
feized  all  his  elieds ;  laying  he  was  a  Chriitian,  and 
had  been  fent  over-land  by  the  king;  of  Portugal,  as 
a  Ipy.  He  added,  that  he  knew  that  it  was  ail  done 
;  the  inftigation  of  the  Arabs  j  and  not  doubting,  as 

5  they 
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they  had  taken  his  goods,  they  would  injure  his  perr 
fon,  he  had  fled  away  to  avoid  their  malici?.  De  Ga-* 
ina  immediately  ordered  a  cabin  for  him  7  apd  tol4 
him,  that  on  hi$  arrival  at  Portugal,  he  fhQuld  .meet 
y^ith  ample  amends  for  the  lofs  pt  his  goods,  Ther$ 
^fterw^d  c^nie  threp  Almadias,  with  fcarves  laid 
over  the  benches ;  and  thofe  who  came  in  thefe  v^f^ 
fels  pretended  that  they  had  brought  all'themer- 
jchandize,  ^nd  defired  that  the  Malab^s  might  b^ 
delivered  up  in  return :  but  the  admiral  perceivinj 
(hat  this  was  only  an  arcifice,  told  them  he  wouk 
carry  the  M^labars  to  Portugal  to  cppfirm  hi$  difco- 
yery,  and  would  foon  return  to  Calicut,  when  the 
Zaniorin  fhould  know  whether  the  Chriftjans  wer^^ 
pirates,  as  the  Arabs  had  pretended. 
:'  Calicut  is  feated  in  the  middle  of  the  ooaft  of  Ma- 
labar, upon  an  qpen  fhore,  where  there  is  no  Iheher 
fpr  European  fhips,  which  are  forced  to  ride  at  anchor 
in  the  road  :  but  thpfe  of  the  country,  being  made 
of  planks,  bound  together  with  rop^s,  and  flat-bot- 
tomed, are  eafjly  brought  on  land.  Though  th?  city 
was  at  that  time  large,  the  houfes  were  made  of 
hurdles,  except  the  palaces  of  the  Zamprin  and  the 
temples,  which  were  the  only  buildings  of  lime  and 
ftone ;  for  none  elfe,  by  their  laws,  were  allowed  tp 
be  erdfted  with  thofe  materials.  This  city  was,  at 
that  time,  th^  greateft  niart  in  India,  for  all  forts  qf 
fpices,  drugs,  precious  ftones,  filks,  calicoes,  gold, 
/liver,  and  other  rich  commodities.  The  people  arc 
Pagans ;  and  pay  an  implicit  obedience  to  theij 
Bramips  or  prieds,  in  ie^ular,  as  well  as  in  religious 
affairs. 

Two  days  after  De  G^m^  departed,  being  becalnj- 
ed  a  league  from  Calicut,  the  ^^morin  fent  60  tonies 
filled  with  fpldiers  to  t^e  the  (hips :  however,  a 
frefh  gale  fuddenly  fpringing  up,  the  fleet  efcaped  *, 
but  was  followed  by  the  Malabars  for  about  an  hour 
and  a  half.  It  was  very  happy  for  the  Portuguefe 
that  they  arrived  at  Calicut  in  the  beginning  of 
winter,  when  the  king's  fleet,  which  was  very  numerr 
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^Of,  wuknlhoivpi  fix  bad k beea iMMMv 

his  veflek  Me  «  ica^  dieir  ihips  nuf^  iKve  fam 

TInrniTtiftinilincrhil  irrrmpr,  rtir  linMrrf  ifiririail 
one  c^  the  captma  at  the  fiift  jNM  atirii^ 
with  %  letter  to  the  Zamorin ;  in  wkich  ht  wmemSumi 
the  fnaies  that  bad  bttn  hid  for  him  bf  the  AnUm^ 
apdogiwd  for  his  caiT^ine  awsqr  thcMalabn^  aod  pn- 
ftflU  the  atmoft  f^nM  tw  his  cM^  IbpAMnU 
to  labour  to  eftablim  fuch  a  league  between  bin  and 
the  king  of  Portugal^  as  would  redound  to  tlietr  m- 
tual  advantage :  afluring  him,  that  the  prifonera  te 
bAd  taken  away,  fliouki  be  well  treated,  and  iaat 
back  with  the  next  Portuguefe  fleet  to  their  oame 
country. 

Still  fteering  alonjg  the  coaft,  De  Gama  cnceied 
amonff  certain  finall  iflands ;  from  oneof  whicji  that 
came  feveral  pinnaces  with  filh  and  other  pro^afiom 
The  Portuguefe  treated  the  people  kindly  \  and  hav- 
ing given  them  fhirts  and  other  things,  with  their 
leaves,  fet  up  a  crofs,  and  named  the  place  Santa 
Maria.  A  week  after  he  left  the  lafl:  mentioned 
place,  the  admiral  anchored  at  fix  fmall  iflands  near 
the  flitore,  where  he  took  iii  water ;  and  the  peoj^ 
brought  him  hens,  gourds,  and  milk:  at  theiaine 
time,  they  informed  him,  that  the  country  abounded 
with  cinnamon.  Some  Portuguefe  were  fent  on  ihoit 
to  learn  the  truth  of  this  report ;  who  returned  with 
the  news  that  they  had  feen  entire  woods  of  cinnamon 
trees. 

From  hence  he  proceeded  to  one  of  the  Anchedh^ 
iflands,  which  are  five  in  number,  where  the  admi* 
ral  refolved  to  careen  his  fliips :  bu{:  while  the  firft 
was  a-ground,  there  appeared  two  brigantines  with 
their  drums  beating  and  trumpets  founding,  befide 
five  others  that  were  near  the  fliore.  Thcfe  the  Ma- 
laban*  (aid  were  pirates;  who  under  the  cokmr  of 
Inendfliib,  plundered  all  the  veflels  that  came  in  thdr 
way.  Upon  receiving  this  intelligence,  he  gave  or- 
ders for  tiring  upon  them,  u  foon  as  they  were  in 

reach 
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reach  of  his  guns :  and  at  this  uoexpc&ed  reception, 
they  retreated  as  fill  as  |)ofljble. 

Among  the  multitudes  that  crowded  to  the  (hore 
to  view  the  fhips,  came  a  perfon  in  a  fmaU  veiled 
who  feemed  to  be  about  40  years  of  age,  and  of  a 
different  country.     He  no  looner  landed,   than  he 
ran  up  to  the  admiral,  and  then  to  the  other  captains, 
embracing  them  as  familiarly,  as  if  they  had  been  his 
intimate  acquaintance :  and  having  paid  his  compli* 
ments  in  the  Italian  tongue,   told  them  be  was  a 
Chriftian,  born  in  Italy  ;  but  that  having  been  taken 
by  pirates  in  his  youth,  while  on  a  voyage  to  Greece 
with  his  parents,  he  had  fuffered  a  variety  of  misfor* 
tunes,  and  been  hitherto  excluded  from  the  hopes  of 
revifiting  his  native  country.     He  obferved,  that  he 
had  been  forced  to  enter  into  the  fervice  of  a  Maho- 
metan prince,    named   Sabay,    the  fovereign  of  an 
ifland  at  about  tV^elve  leagues  diftance,  called  Goa ; 
but  that,  though  he  was  obliged  to  comply  with  the 
worfhip  of  the  Mahometans,  he  was  ftill  in  his  heart 
a  Chriftian.     He  told  the  admiral  that  he  was  the 
prime  minifter  and  confident  of  his  fovereign ;  and 
that  hearing  there  were  certain  ftrange  (hips  at  Cali- 
cut, whofe  men  were  cloathed  from  bead  to  foot,  and 
Ipoke  a  language  unknown  in  the  Indies,  he  judged 
them  to  be  Chriftians,  and  befought  Sabay  to  give 
him  leave  to  go  and  fee  them  ;  which  he  had  not  only 
granted,  but  ordered  him  to  tell  them,  that  what- 
ever his  country  afforded  was  at  their  fervice.     He 
concluded  with  defiring  that  he  might  have  a  cheefe 
to  fend  to  a  companion  of  his  qn  fhore,  as  a  token  of 
his  being  well  received,     Though  this  gave  the  ad- 
miral fome  fufpicion,  he  ordered  4iim  the  cheefe,  with 
two  loaves;  which  the  ftranger  accordingly  fent  on 
Ihore,  and  continued  talking  to  De  Gama,  afking 
him  a  number  of  queftions,  that  feemed  to  denote  an 
uncommon  curiofity.     His  being  fo  full  of  words  in- 
creafed  the  admiral's  jealoufy,  and  his  brother  afked 
fome  of  the  natives  who  he  was  i   when  th(;y  told 
)ii|p^  that  he  was  a  pirate,  and  hwi  been  on  board 
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other  (hips  that  had  been  there  before.  Upon  this, 
the  admiral  ordered  him  to  be  carried  on  board  and 
whipped,  to  make  him  confefs  who  he  was,  and  the 
dcfign  of  his  coming ;  and  this  having  no  efFed,  he 
had  the  inhumanity  to  order  him  to  be  hung  by  the 
genitak,  and  hoifled  up  and  let  down  by  a  pulley. 
After  the  fourth  torture,  he  confefled  that  he  was  a 
Poliih  Jew-;  and  thatSabay,  having  a  defign  to  at- 
tack the  Portugucfe.  Ihips,  had  fent  him  to  difcover 
their  llrength  and  manner  of  fighting.  The  admiral 
then  ordered  him  to  be  confined  under  the  hatches, 
and  cured  of  the  hurt  he  had  fuifered ;  telling  him, 
that  he  did  not  defign  to  make  a  (lave  of  him,  but 
would  carry  him  to  Portugal,  to  give  fome  account 
of  the  country  to  the  kuig  :  and  being  ufcd  kindly, 
he  was  afterward  baptized  by  the  name  of  Jafper  de 
Gama,  and  became  veiy  fcrviceable  to  the  Portu- 
guefc  on  many  occafions. 

On  the  5th  of  Oclober,  De  Gama  left  this  coaft, 
having  firll  ordered  the  veflel  he  had  taken  to  be 
burned.  He  now  fteered  for  Melinda ;  but  was  ex- 
pofed  to  great  danger  by  the  length  of  the  paflage, 
occafioned  by  ftorms,  calms,  and  contrary  winds : 
by  which  means,  the  men  became  fo  dreadfully  af- 
flidled  with  the  fcurvy,  that  there  were  not  above  16 
men  fit  for  labour  in  each  (hip.  To  prevent  their 
pver-fliooting  Melinda,  the  fliips  came  to  an  anchor 
every  night :  but  on  their  arriving  at  a  village  of 
Moors,  within  ten  leagues  of  that  city,  there  appear- 
ed eight  large  boars,  filled  \yith  foldiers,  (leering  dj- 
reftly  toward  the  (hips  ;  but  the  admiral  firing  upon 
them,  they  foon  tacked  about,  and  fled.  At  length 
he  arrived  at  Melinda ;  where  he  again  met  with  a 
moil  friendly  reception,  and  was  fgpplied  with  re- 
frelhments.  He  (laid  there  five  days,  and  then  failed, 
taking  with  him  the  ambalTador  the  king  of  Melinda 
had  before  promifed  to  fend  to  Portugal  -,  and  as  the 
adn^iral  had  not  a  fufiicient  number  of  men  to  navi- 
gate* tiie  three  (hips,  he  burned  the  St.  Raphael,  com- 
manded by  his  brother. 
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On  the  27th  of  February,  De  Gama  reached  Zan-^ 
jibar,  a  pretty  large  ifland,  in  6^  fouth  latitude ; 
near  which  arc  two  others,  Pemba  and  Monfia,  all 
of  them  very  fertile.  The  prince  of  Zanjibar,  though 
a  Mahometan,  entertained  the  Portuguefc  with  great 
hofpitality ;  and  furnifhed  them  with  a  fupply  of  fruit 
and  frelh  provifions.  De  Gama  fleered  from  thence 
along  the  coaft ;  and  pafling  Mofambique,  took  in 
wood  and  water  at  the  ifland  of  San  Bias.  On  the 
26th  of  April,  he  doubkd  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope, 
and  then  fleered  for  the  ifland  of  St.  Jago :  but  the 
two  fliips  being  feparated  by  a  violent  florm,  Nicho- 
*  las  Coello,  who  commarided  the  Berrio,  being  in 
hafte  to  carry  the  news  of  the  difcovcry  to  the  king, 
fleered  directly  for  Lifl^on  ;  and  on  the  10th  of  July 
put  into  Cufcais.  The  admiral,  on  his  arriving  at 
St.  Jago,  left  his  ftiip  to  be  fitted  up  ;  and  hiring  a 
caraval,  arrived  at  Belem  in  September,  1499,  after 
a  voyage  of  two  years  and  two  months,  in  which  he 
had  loft  above  half  his  men. 

The  King,  overjoyed  at  his  return,  fent  a  noble- 
man and  feveral  gentlemen  to  conduft  him  to  court ; 
in  the  way  to  which,  he  paflTed  through  crowds  of 
Ipeftators,  and  was  received  with  extraordinary  ho- 
nours. For  this  femce,  he  was  honoured  with  the 
title  of  Don  :  a  part  of  the  king's  arms  was  added  to 
his,  and  an  annual  penfion  of  3000  ducats  was  granted 
to  him.  Nicholas  Coello  was  made  a  Fidalgo,  and 
had  an  appointment  of  100  ducats;  and,  in  (hort^ 
the  king  himfelf  augmented  his  own  title  on  account 
of  this  new  difcovery,  vainly  Ailing  himfelf  Lord 
of  the  Conqueft  and  Navigation  of  Ethiopia,  Arabia, 
Perfia,  and  the  Indies.  Upon  this  occafion,  public 
thankigivings  were  made  throughout  the  kingdom, 
for  the  luc.efs  of  the  voyage-,  to  which  fucceeded 
feafts  and  entenainments :  and  thofe  who  had  long 
reprcfented  thcl'c  (iefigns  as  imprafticable,  now  grew 
afhamcd  of  tlieir  oppsofuion,  and  became  the  moft 
zealous  in  recommending  them. 
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THE   FIRST   VOYAGE 

MADE   TO   THE  EAST    INDIES, 

ON   ACCOUNT  OF   THE 

ENGLISH  EAST-INDIA  COMPANTj 

Under  the  Command  of  Captain^   afterwac4 
Sir  Jam£8  Lancaster. 


THE  firft  pcribn  who  propofed  the  eftablilbiiig 
the  Eaft  India  trade  in  England*  was  one  Mr. 
Robert.  Thorne,  a  merchant  of  London,  who  fettled 
at  Seville  in  Spain  y  and  reiiding  there  many  yeuii 
gained  a  perfe^  knowledge  of  the  manner  in  which 
both  the  Eaft  and  Weft  Indies  were  difcovered.  This 
very  judicious  gentleman,  who,  from  his  writings  ycst 
extant,  appears  to  have  drawn  his  knowledge,  in  ao 
equal  degree,  from  bcx>ks  and  experienc<i,  applied 
himfelf,  about  the  year  1527,  to  his  miyeAy  kiog 
Henry  VJIL  to  whom  he  reprefented  very  fully,  yet 
in  few  words,  the  vaft  advantages  that  would  accrue 
to  his  iubje^U  by  a  diredt  commerce  to  the  Eaft  In- 
dies :  and  to  fuit  las  propofal  to  the  great  genius  and 
high  fpirit  of  that  prince,  he  adviied  him,  not  onlv 
10  encourage  this  new  navigation,  but  to  attempt  tc 
by  a  new  rout;  for  as  the  Portuguefe  had  puflied  their 
difcova'ies  to  the  eaft,  and  the  Spaniards  to  the  weft^ 
fo  he  was  ambitious  that  the  Engiiih.  nadon  fiioidd 
find  a  way  to  the  Indies  of  their  own,  and  that  by 
the  north. 

But  it  is  lyorthy  of  obfervation,  that  this  gendo- 
man  was  early  aware  of  the  infupcrable  difficulties 

that 
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that  have  been  fifice  found  in  fearching  for  a  paflage  to 
the  north-eaft;  and  therefore  propofed,  for  good 
leifons^  failing  diredtly  north,  or  at  leaft  very  near 
i:  :  from  which  he  thought  many  advantages  mighc 
be  ganed,  and  many  inconveniences  avoided.  As 
for  mitancc,  he  conceived  that  this  might  be  under- 
taken at  fuch  a  ieaibn  of  the  year,  as  to  enjoy  the  be- 
nefit of  the  half  year's  day  in  that  climate  :  and  he 
thoughr  it  abfurd  tofuppoie,  that  the  feas  were  frozen 
under  the  nonh-pole,  at  a  time  when  the  fun,  from 
ks  long  continuance  on  the  horizon,  mufl  have  fuch 
pr.digious  force.  He  like  wife  judged,  that  what- 
ever difficulties  might  occur  in  the  beginning  of  fuch 
a  pafTage,  they  muft  be  quickly  and  certainly  got 
over ;  and  be  fully  recompenfed,  by  coming  foon  on 
the  c<>a(l  of  Tartary  and  Japan,  and  fo  to  China  and  the 
Manillas.  To  fay  the  truth,  if  we  confider  the  time 
when  this  propofal  was  made,  the  fagacity  and  pene- 
tration of  this  gentleman  can  fcarce  be  enough  com- 
mended or  admired  ^  fince  it  is  very  certain,  that  if 
ever  any  difcovery  is  made  on  this  fide,  it  muft  be  by 
this  method. 

But,  how  wife  or  how  pradicable  foever  Mr. 
Thome's  fcheme  might  be,  it  was  confidered  in  no 
other  light,  than  as  a  projeft  too  bold  to  be  put  in 
execution ;  and  to  fay  the  truth,  the  firft  perfon  that 
gave  us  any  light  into  this  navigation  was  Sir  Francis 
Drake,  in  the  year  1578,  The  vciy  next  year  Mr. 
Stevens  went  ftom  Lifbon  to  Goa  by  the  Cape  of 
Good  Hope,  and  wrote  a  large  account  of  his  voyage 
while  he  redded  at  Goa.  A.  D.  1586,  Candilhe  made 
his  voyage  round  the  world ;  which  having  ckarly 
opened  a  paflage  to  thefe  parts,  captain  George  Ray* 
mond,  in  a  (hip  of  his  own»  called  the  Penelope,  ac* 
companied  by  two  others,  called  the  Merchant-Royal, 
and  the  Edward  Bonaventure,  failed  in  the  year  1591 
,  &r  the  Ball  Indies,  not  with  a  view  to  trade,  but  co 
cruize  upon  the  Portugueie.  This  voyage  was  ex- 
tsearoly  unfortunate  ^  for  captain  Raymond  found 
*  »  him 
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himfelf  obligisid;  at  tnSt  Cape  of  Gdod  Hope,  to  leild 
home  the  Merchant  Royal,  with  the  fick  men  they 
had  in  the  three  fhips.  Having  doubled  that  Cape^ 
and  failed  about  Rxxj  leagues,  he  was  loft  in  the  Pe- 
nelope ;  fo  that  captain  James  I  .ancafter,  in  the  Ed- 
ward Bonaventure,  was  the  only  one  that  performed 
this  voyage,  and  that  too  wrth  very  indifferent  for- 
tune :  for  after  a  difaftrous  voyage  to  the  eaft,  he  wis  . 
obliged  to  pafs  from  thence  to  the  Weft  Indies,  wheffe 
having  loft  his  (hip,  he  with  much  difficulty,  by  the 
afliftance  of  a  French  privateer  he  met  with  in  thofe 
parts,  returned  home. 

But  in  this  fpace  of  time,  though  no  Englifli  fhipi 
had  been  fent  to  the  Indies  for  commerce,  abundance 
of  Engliflimen  had  been  there  in  different  fervices-,  aid 
on  their  return  home,  gave  fuch  an  account  of  thaft 
countries^  and  of  the  eafe  with  which  the  Englifli 
might  fettle  fadlorics,  and  eftabliih  a  regular  trade 
thither,  that  many  great  men,  and  rich  merchants,  began 
to  entertain  a  defire  of  eftablifhingfuch  a  commerce: 
and  that  they  might  do  this  effcdtually,  they  applied 
themfelves  to  queen  Elizabeth  for  a  charter,  and 
Ihe  accordingly  granted  them  one,  which  was  dated 
the  31ft  of  December  1600,  in  the  forty-third  year 
of  her  reign.  This  charter  was  cxclufive  ;  and  the 
queen  bound  herfelf  not  to  grant  any  charter  to  other 
merchants,  for  the  fpace  of  fifteen  years :  but  with 
this  provifo,  that  if  within  that  fpace  this  charter 
Ihould  appear  to  be  detrimental  to  the  public,  it 
Ihould,  upon  two  years  warning,  under  the  privy- 
fcal,  become  void  :  but  if  from  experience  it  (hould 
appear,  that  this  new  corporation  was  a  public  be- 
nefit, then  (he  promifed  to  renew  their  charter,  with 
fuch  additional  claufes  in  their  favour,  as  fhould  ap- 
pear requifite. 

it  was  in  confcqucnce  of  this  charter  that  the  com- 
pany immediately  began  to  raiic  a  joint  ftock  for  car- 
rying; their  projeft  into  execution ;  and  this  with  fuch 
ind uiti-y,  th<it  in  a  very  Ihort  fpace  their  treafurcr  had 

in 
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liii  his  hands  feventy-two  thoufand  pounds :  upon 
V^hich  it  was  refolvcd  to  fit  out  five  able  (hips  to  be« 
gin  their  correfpiondenct  in  that  part  of  the  world. 
Thefe  vfctt  the  Drkgon  of  6od  tons  ^d  202  men, 
commanded  by  captain  James  Lancafter,  general ; 
the  HeAor  of  joo  tons  and  IbS  meh,  undei*  the  com- 
taiaiid  of  captain  John  Middleton,  vice-admiral ;  the 
-Afcenfion  of  260  tons  and  32  men,  in  which  wa$ 
William  Brand,  chief  governor ;  and  the  Sufan  car- 
rying 84  men,  commanded  by  captain  John  Hay- 
ward:  to  which  was  added  the  Guen:,  a  (hip  of  130 
tons,  as  a  viftualler.  There  were  in  each  of  the  four 
ihips  three  merchants,  whd  were  to  fucceed  each  other 
In  ca(e  of  death ;  and  the  fleet  was  furnifhed  with 
provifiohs  for  20  months.  There  Were  on  board  in 
merchandize  and  Spariifii  money  to  the  value  of 
37,000!.  and  all  the  reft  of  the  company's  ftock  was 
laid  out  in  the  purchafe  and  equipment  of  the  (hips ; 
in  providing  them  with  hecefiaries,  and  advancing 
moiiey  to  the  mariners.  Queen  Elizabeth  gave  them 
letters  wf  recommendation  to  fcveral  princes  of  In- 
dia ;  and  as  no  great  aftion  cari  be  well  carried  on, 
Without  an  abfokite  authority,  (be  granted  the  gene- 
ral a  commifiion  of  martial  law. 

This  fleet  failed  from  Dartmouth  on  the  1 8th  of 
April,  1 60 1,  and  put  into  Torbay,  where  the  gene- 
hd  fent  inftruftions  On  board  all  the  (Hips,  fat 
keeping  company  at  fea ;  and  appointed  the  places 
bf  rendezvous,  in  cafe  of  reparation. 

On  the  2 2d  of  April  they  departed  for  the  Cana* 
ries,  and  in  the  morning  of  the  5th  of  May,  had 
fight  of  Alegrahza,  the  ilioft  northerly  of  thele 
iflands ;  but  being  frequently  becalmed,  and  ofteii 
hiceting  with  contrary  winds,  it  was  the  21ft  of  June 
before  they  got  into  two  degrees  north,  where  fpying- 
ing  a  Portuguefc  (hip,  they  chafed  and  took  hef  f. 

f  Portugal  was  at  that  time  fubjeA  to  the  Spaniard*,  with  whorft 
^neen  Elizabeth  was  iheo  a:  war. 
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The  EngUlb  took  out  of  her  146  butts  of  wine,  lyf^ 
jars  of  oiU  12  barrels  of  oil^  sad  55  hogOicadscf 
mealy  which  were  diitributed  ajnojag  the  mpS|  vA 
was  a  great  help  to  them  during  the  whole  vofZft. 

On  the  laft  of  June  they  paUed  the  line,  mio  tbc 
25th  of  July,  got  into  ig^  40'  foutb  latitudr,  wbetc 
they  unloaded  the  Gueft  vifhialler ;  and,  after  taiki* 
ing  her  mafts,    fails,   and  yards,   broki:  dowo  bx 
higher  buildings  for  fire-wood,  and  left  bw  SotOtg 
in  the  ica.     Nine  days  after,  they  crofled  the  tuqpic 
of  Capricorn,  when  many  of  chena  falling  lickmsi., 
their  continuing  ib  long  und^r  the  line ;  jlqr  ibc  SA, 
of  Augufl;,  all  the  ihips,  except  the  general'^,  «OT 
ib  thin  of  men,  that  they  had  u:arce  a  fuificvuu  mw- 
ber  to  handle  their  fails  :  and  the  wa^t  of  hajodsi  bct  * 
came  at  laft  fo  great,  that  in  ibmeof  theihJpsilK 
merchants  took  their  turns  at  the  helm,  am},  Jikt 
common  Tailors,  went  aloft  to  take  in  the  fails :  but 
at  length,  a  fair  wind  fpringing  up,  they,  on  the  ptk 
of  September,    reached  Saldanna,    and   the    Hcfior 
came  to  an  anchor.     The  general  feat  his  boats  (9 
aDill  the  other  fhips  in  entering  the  harbour;  and 
even  went  on  board   them  himlelf,  with  a  fufiScienc 
nun-.bcr  of  men,  to  hoift  out  their  boats  for  them. 

'I'lie  reafon  why  his  crew  were  in  better  health  than 
thofe  of  the  other  Iliips,  was  owing  to  the  general's 
having  brought  fome  botdes  of  the  juice  of  lemons 
to  fea  with  him  j  of  which  lie  gave  to  every  perioa 
on  board,  as  long  as  it  lafted,  three  fpoonfuls  «very 
morning  fading,  not  luffl'ring  them  to  eat  any  thing 
alter  ic  till  noon. 

Mr.  Lancaller,  liaving  revived  the  fpirits  of  the 
feeble  crews  in  the  other  lliips,  by  the  afliftance  he 
afforded  them,  went  on  fliore  j  and  meeting  with 
fome  of  the  natives,  gave  them  feveral  trifles,  as 
knives,  and  pieces  of  iron,  making  figns  for  thetn 
to  bring  him  cows  and  fhecp ;  which  he  eafily  made 
them  underJiand,  by  Ipeakiiig  in  the  language  of  the 
cattle  themfclvcs.     He  made  a  ngiic  like  the  lowing^ 
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bf  horned  cattle,  to  fhew  that  he  wanjted  them  ^  and 
ufed  the  found  baa  for  iheep,  which  the  natives  eafily 
iinderftood.  Having  difmilled  the  people,  well  fatis- 
tied  with  their  prefcnts  and  kind  ulage,  he  gave  ott 
dcrs  that  every  (hip's  company  (hould  bring  their  faiU 
on  land  ;*  erefb  tepcs  for  their  fick,  and  alfo  raiie 
works  for  their  defence^  in  cafe  the  natives  Ihoul^ 
take  any  difgujQt,  and  make  an  attempt  ag.inft  them. 
Mr;  ^ancafter  alfo  gave  prders,  that  when  the  natives 
came  down  with  cattle,  only  five  or  fix  men,  appoint*- 
ed  for  that  purpofe,  lliould  go  to  deal  with  the;n ; 
9nd  that  a  body  of  men,  with  mufkets  and  pikes^ 
which  were  never  to  be  Icfs  than  30,  Ibould  come  09 
nearer  the  place  of  fale  than  140  or  200  yard3  -,  but 
jhould  always  ft^d  drawn  up  in  a  rank,  with  tlieir 
mufkets  on  their  vt^s^  to  be  ready  againft  all  acci- 
dents. This  prudent  order  being  ftridtly  obferved, 
jione  could  go  to  fpeak  with  any  of  the  natives  with- 
out leave  -,  which  had  fo  happy  an  effedt,  that  .the 
harmony  which  now  fubiifted  between  diem,  was  not 
broken  during  their  ftay. 

The  third  day  after  their  arrival,  the  people  brought 
down  beef  and  mutton,  which  the  Ihips  companies 
bought  for  pieces  of  old  iron  hoops;  giving  two 
pieces  of  eight  inches  each  for  an  ox,  and  one  piece 
of  eight  inches  for  a  fheep :  whicii  fo  well  pleaf- 
cd  the  natives,  that  in  ten  or  twelve  days  they  fold 
them  J  000  flieep,  and  42  oxen,  and  would  have  fup- 
plied  them  with  many  more  if  they  had  wanted.  Thefe 
oxen  were  full  as  big  as  the  Englifh,  and  very  fat : 
many  of  the  flieep  were  much  larger  than  thofc  of 
iJie  Englilh  breed,  and  the  flefli  exceeding  good,  f^r 
and  fweet.  However,  after  tlus  trade  was  over, 
though  the  natives  often  came  to  vifit  them,  tjicy 
fhewed  no  inclination  to  renew  it ;  but  when  theEng- 
liih  made  figns  for  more  flieep,  they  pointed  to  thole 
that  had  been  bought,  which  were  kept  grazing  upon 
th^  hills  about  the  tents :  it  was  therefort:  imagined, 
diat  the  natives  were  under  fonie  approiicniigli.^  of 
their  intending  to  fettle  there. 

Z  2  TlVvi 
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The  General  having  caufcd  all  the  tents  to  be  taken 
down,  and  received  on  board  a  frclh  fupply  of  wood 
and  water,  put  to  fea  on  the  29th  of  O&ober;  and 
on  the  26th  of  November,  fell  in  with  the  head-land 
of  the  ifland  of  Madagafcar,  fomewhat  to  the  eaft  of 
Cape  Sebaftian,  and  continued  plying  to  the  eaftward 
till  the  1 5th  of  December,  about  which  time,  the 
men  began  again  to  fall  fick  of  the  fcurvy. 

On  the  1 7th  day,  they  had  fight  of  the  ibuther- 
moft  part  of  St.  Mary's  Ifland ;  and  the  next  day, 
having  anchored  between  it  and  Madagafcar,  they  fent 
their  boats  afliore  to  the  former  ifland,  where  they 
got  plenty  of  lemons  and  oranges; 

St.  Mary's  Ifland  is  high  land,  and  full  of  woods  i 
the  people  are  black,  and  the  men  tall  and  handfome, 
with  curled  hair  -,  only  they  ftroke  up  that  on  thdr 
foreheads,    by  which  means  it   (lands  about  three 
inches  upright.    They  go  quite  naked,  except  a  fmall 
covering  hanging  from  the  waift ;  and  feem  to  bcex- 
treamly  brave,  yet  are  eafy  to  converfe  with.    Though 
their  principal  food  is  rice  and  fi(h,  the  Englifli  could 
^et  but  a  fmall  quantity  of  the  former ;  for  as  harvcft 
\\ as  at  hmd,  they  h.id  nearly  confumed  their  whole 
flock.     Tliey  could  therefore  obtain  nothing  more 
than  a  little  goat's  milk-,  for  they  faw  only  one  cow, 
r.nd  that  was  driven  away  as  foon  as  the  people  per- 
ceived the  Engiifli  v/ere  landing.     As  there  was  fo 
little  rcfivfhment  to  be  obtained,  and  as  the  place 
fhcy  rode  in  v;as  very  dangerous,  they  failed  on  the 
?.r*d  for  Antongil  :    on  the  25th,  they  entered  that 
bay,  and  can.c  to  an  anchor  between  a  fmall  ifland 
lying  in  the  bottom  of  the  bay  and  the  main,  which 
was  a  very  Tifc  road  •,  but  on  landing  on  this  little 
illan'l,  tliey  found  a  writing  laid  in  the  rocks,  that 
five  Dutcli  fliips  had  been  there  about  two  months 
bflorc,  and  that  while  they  rode  in  that  place,  they 
lia^l  lolc  I  ^o  <jr  200  iViCn  bv  ficknefs. 

I  .an^iiiii^r  t!ic  day  alter  in  the  main  ifland,  the  peo- 
;^le  loon  repaired  to  tiiem  5  and  by  figns  informed 

them 
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then  of  the  five  Dutch  fhips,  and  that  they  had 
bought  the  moil:  part  of  th^ir  provifions.  However, 
thof  entered  into  barter  with  the  Engliih  ;  to  whom 
they  Ibid  hens,  rice,  oranges,  lemons,  and  plantains, 
but  held  them  up  at  a  high  rate.  The  natives  were 
very  fubtle  in  buying'  and  felUng,  continually  infid- 
iog  upon  having  a  little  more ;  and  if  that  was  once 
complied  with,  none  would  afterward  fell  under  that 
price. 

TheGeneral,  perceiving  this  troublefonie  difpofition, 
ofdered  meafures  to  be  made  for  rice,  which  held  near 
a  quart ;  and  appointed  how  many  glafs  beads  Ihould 
be  given  for  every  meafure.  The  like  order  was  made 
with  refpefb  to  oranges,  lemons  and  plantains.  The 
number  to  be  given  for  every  bead  was  fixed ;  nor 
were  they  to  deal  on  other  terms.  The  natives,  after 
holding  off  a  little,  at  length  coofcnted  ^  and  from 
this  prudent  regulation,  their  dealing  became  frank, 
and  without  any  further  cavilling  or  difpute.  The 
Engliih  bought  here  15  tones  and  a  quarter  of  rice, 
40  or  50  bulhels  of  peas  and  beans ;  great  (lore  of 
oranges,  lemons  and  plantains,  eight  cows,  and  fome 
fowl.  While  they  rode  in  this  bay,  they  joined  toge- 
ther a  pinnace  of  1 8  tons,  brought  out  of  England 
in  pieces ;  and  cutting  down  fome  of  the  trees,  which 
grew  there  in  great  abundance,  fawed  them  into 
boards,  and  (heathed  her.  The  vcflel  was  of  ufe  in 
going  before  their  (hips,  in  order  to  make  the  proper 
foundings,  to  prevent  the  large  veffels  running  on 
the  rocks  and  (hoals. 

In  this  bay  there  died  out  of  the  Dragon,  the  maf- 
ter's  mate,  the  chaplain,  and  the  furgeon,  with  ten 
common  men ;  and  out  of  the  Heftor,  the  mafter 
and  two  others  :  all  of  whom  were  carried  off  by  the 
flux,  fuppolcd  to  be  occafioned  by  the  water 
they  drank  on  fhore.  Unfortunately,  as  the  matter's 
mate  of  the  Dragon  was  carrying  to  land,  in  order  to 
be  interred,  the  captain  of  the  A&enfion  took  his 
\tQM  tQ  attend  the  ceremony  ^  and  as  it  is  the  cuftom 
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at  fea,  to  difcharge  fome  pieces  of  ordnance  at  the 
interment  of  any  officer,  the  gunner  fired  three 
guns ;  and  the  bullets  being  in  them,  one  ftruck  the 
Afcenfion's  boat,  and  killed  both  the  captain  and 
boatfwain's  mate:  who  thus  by  going  to  fee  the  bu- 
rial of  another,  were  both  buried  there  themfclves. 

On  the  6th  of  March,  the  ftiips  left  this  bay ;  and 
oh  tlie  i6th,  fell  in  with  an  ifland;  called  Roque-PiZ| 
in  10^  30'lbuth  latitude.  Here  the  General  fent  his 
boat  in  fearch  of  a  proper  road  ;  but  ihe  moftly  found 
deep  water  where  fliips  could  not  ride,  in  fafcty.  In 
coafting  this  iflarid,  they  fouhd  that  it  had  a  beauti- 
ful appearance  :  it  was  exceeding  full  of  cocoa-nut 
trees,  and  the  fowls  came  flying  about  them  in  fucb 
multitudes,  that  the  feilors  killed  many  of  them  with 
their  oars  •,  and  thefe  were  found  to  be  the  fattcft  and 
bed  they  hid  tailed  in  all  their  voyage. 

After  being  fevcral  times  in  danger  of  running 
upon  the  rocks,  they,  on  the  9th  of  May,  had  fight 
oi:  the  iilands  of  Nicobar;  and  bearing  in,  anchored 
on  the  fouth-fide  under  a  fmall  ifland  that  lies  near 
the  (here.  Here  they  met  with  few  refrclhments,  ex- 
cept frcfh  water,  and  fome  cocoa-nuts.  The  people 
came  on  board  in  long  canoes,  each  of  which  would  hold 
at  Icaft  20  men,  bringing  gums  to  fell  inftead  of  am- 
ber, by  which  leveral  on  board  were  deceived.  They 
alfo  brought  hens  and  cocoa-nuts  5  but  let  fo  high  a 
jjrice  upon  them,  that  few  were  bought. 

On  the  6th  of  June,  they  anchored  in  the  road  of 
JVchcn,  in  the  ifland  of  Sumatra,  about  two  miles 
from  the  city  ;  where  they  found  16  or  1 8  fail  of  fe- 
veral  nations,  fome  of  Kcn::.ola,  and  others  of  Cali- 
cut, Guzcrat,  Pegu,  and  Cathay.  There  foon  came 
on  board  two  Holland  merchants,  who  had  been  left 
to  learn  the  manners  and  language  of  the  country : 
by  whom  they  were  informed,  that  they  would  be 
\\\w  welcome  to  the  kinff,  who  was  defirous  of  enter- 
t.iininfy  Ihangers  ;  and  that  the  Queen  of  lingland 
was  renowned  in  thefe  parts,  for  the  great  victory  Ihc 
h'dd  obtained  over  the  king  of  Spain. 

The 


THE  EAST  INDIES.  343 

The  fame  day  in  which  the  (hips  came  to  an  anchor 
.  in  the  road  of  Achen,  Mr.  James  Lancafter  fent  cap- 
Cain  Middleton,  with  four  or  five  gentlemen  to  at- 
tend him^  to  wait  en  the  king ;  and  inform  him,  that 
he  was  fent  from  the  General  of  thofe  ihips,  who  had 
^  meiTage  and  letter  from  the  moft  illuftrlous  Queen 
^  England,  to  the  moft  worthy  king  of  Achen  and 
Sumatra.  He  was  alfo  to  define  to  know,  if  it  was 
Ilid  majefty's  royal  plealure,  to  give  the  General  au- 
dience, with  a  fafe  trondudt  for  himfelf  and  his  peo* 
|de,  in  order  to  deliver  his  letter  and  meiTage. 

Captain  Middleton  was  very  kindly  entertained  by 
the  king,  who  readily  granted  his  rcqueft,  and  alked 
him  many  queftions  \  after  whicl^  he  caufed  a  ban- 
quet to  be  prepared  for  him,  and  at  his  departure 
gave  him  a  robe  and  callico  turban  wrought  with 
gold)  as  a  fpecial  mark  of  his  favour.  He  fent  word, 
that  the  General  ihould  (lay  one  day  on  board  his 
Ihips,  to  reft  himlclf  after  the  fatigues  of  his  voyage; 
and  the  next  land  to  receive  an  audience :  and  that 
ht  might  venture  on  fliore  with  as  much  fecurity,  as 
if  he  were  in  the  kingdom  of  the  Queen  his  miftrefs. 

On  the  day  fixed,  the  General  landed,  with  about 
30  attendants  •,  and,  on  his  goir.g  on  fhore,  was  met 
by  the  Dutch  merchants,  who  as  it  had  been  agreed, 
condufled  him  to  their  houlc :  for  he  would  take;  no 
houfe  of  his  own,  till  he  h;d  fpoken  with  the  king. 
Soon  after,  a  nobleman  coming,  faluted  the  General ; 
.^nd  having  declared  that  he  came  from  his  majefty, 
tlcmandcd  the  Qj-jeen's  letter :  but  the  General  reful- 
cd  to  give  it  him  •,  ftying,  it  was  the  privilege  of  am- 
bafliidors  in  thofe  parts  of  the  world  from  whence  he 
•came,  to  deliver  their  letters  to  the  princes  themielves, 
and  not  to  any  who  reprefented  tlieir  perfon.  'I  he 
nobleman  thon  delired  to  fee  the  fnperlcription,  which 
he  copied  ^  and  having  looked  earneftly  at  the  feal, 
he  with  great  courtefy  took  his  U  Jivc,  to  m  ike  a  re- 
port of  what  hid  palRd. 

Z  4  Soon 
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*Soon  after,  the  king  fent  Gx  large  elephants,  witH 
many  trumpets,  drums,  and  ftreamers,  and  a  confi- 
derable  number  of  people,  to  accompany  the  General 
to  court.  The  largeft  of  the  elephants  wa$  abput  13 
or  14  feet  high,  and  had  a  fmall  caftle  like  a  coach 
upon  his  back,  covered  with  a  crimfon  velvety  in 
the  middle  of  which,  was  a  great  gold  bafon,  covered 
with  a  piece  of  filk  richly  embroidered :  and  intt>  thfa 
cup  was  put  the  Queen's  letter.  The  General  W9P 
mounted  upon  another  of  the  elephants ;  fome  of  his 
attendants  rode,  and  others  went  on  foot :  but  op 
his  coming  to  rjic  gate  of  the  palace,  he  was  ftoppcd 
hy  a  nobleman,  till  he  went  in  to  know  the  king'i 
farther  pleafure ;  but  foon  returning,  he  deAred  S» 
General  to  enter. 

On  his  being  admitted  into  the  king's  preicnce,  he 
paid  him  his  refpefts  after  the  manner  of  the  coun- 
try ;  declaring,  that  he  was  fcnt  from  the  mod  mighty 
Queen  of  England  to  congratulate  his  highnefs,  and 
enter  into  a  treaty  of  peace  and  amity  with  him.  As 
he  was  f;oing  on  with  his  difcourfe,  the  king  inter- 
rupted him,  faying,  "  I  am  furcyou  are  weary  withthp 
"  long  voyage  you  have  taken,  and  would  have  you 
♦'  fit  down  to  refrefh  yourfelf :  you  are  very  welcome, 
"  and  fliall  have  whatever  you  can  in  reafon  demand, 
"  for  your  miftrefs's  f;ike ;  for  fhe  is  worthy  of  all 
**  kindnefs,  fince  fame  fpeaks  her  fo  be  a  princefs  of 
"  noble  difpofition." 

Upon  this,  the  General  d<^livered  the  Queen's  let- 
ter; which  his  majefty  readily  received,  and  then  de- 
livered it  to  a  nobleman  who  flood  by.  The  General 
next  offered  the  prefent,  which  w;is  a  filver  bafon 
with  a  fountain  in  the  middle,  the  whole  weighing 
205  ounces  ^  a  large  filver  cup,  a  rich  looking-glal's, 
a  head-piece,  on  which  was  a  plume  of  feathers ;  a 
cafe  of  very  handfome  daggers,  a  rich  embroidered 
belt,  and  a  fan  of  feathers.  Thde  were  all  received 
by  a  nobleman  •,  only  the  king  took  the  fan  into  his 
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'jHJira  hand,  and  fcemlne  moft  pleafed  with  that,  caufed 
one  of  his  women  to  fan  him  with  it. 

The  General  then  fearing  himfelf  crois-legged  on 
the  ground,  according  to  the  cuftom  of  the  country, 
a  very  great  banquet  was  ferved  up  ;  all  the  difhes 
of  which  were  either  of  pure  gold,  or  of  another 
metal  much  efteemed  at  Achen,  called  Tambaicki 
M^hich  is  a  mixture  of  gold  and  brafs.  During  this 
entertainment,  the  king,  as  he  fat  in  a  gallery  about 
a  fathom  from  the  ground,  drank  leveral  times  to  the 
general  in  arrack ;  but  Mr.  Lancafter  perceiving  its 
ilrength,  after  the  firft  draught,  dranjc  either  water 
;^one,  or  mixed  with  the  arrack.  The  feaft  being  over, 
his  majefty  fent  for  fome  girls  to  come  and  dance,  and 
his  women  to  play  to  them  on  mufic  :  thefe  women 
were  richly  dreflfed  and  adorned  with  bracelets  and 
jewels.  This  was  efteemed  an  extraordinary  favour ; 
Its  they  were  not  ufually  feen  by  any,  but  fuch  as  the 
Icing  would  greatly  honour.  The  king  then  gave  thq 
General  ^  fine  white  robe  of  callico,  richly  embroi- 
dered with  gold ;  a  very  handfome  Turkey  leather 
belt,  and  two  erodes,  which  are  a  kind  of  daggers : 
all  whiph  a  nobleman  put  oti  for  him  in  the  king's  pre-' 
(ence.  In  (his  manner  he  was  difmifled,  and  a  perfbn 
fent  with  him  to  make  choice  of  a  houfe  in  the  city, 
where  the  General  (hould  think  moft  convenient :  but 
he  declined  this  favour,  and  rather  chofe  to  return  on 
board  the  fhip. 

The  next  time  the  General  went  to  court,  he  had 
a  long  conference  with  the  king  about  the  Queen's 
letter  j  with  which  his  majefty  feemed  much  pleafed. 
He  profefled  that  he  was  very  defirous  of  entering 
into  a  league  with  the  Queen  of  England  :  obferved, 
that  as  to  the  demands  relating  to  trade,  he  had  given 
two  of  his  nobles  orders  to  confer  with  him  on  that 
fubjedl ;  and  promifcd,  that  whatever  her  majefty  had 
lequcfted,  ftiould  be  granted. 

With  this  fatisfaftory  anfwer,  the  General,  afrer 
another  banquet,  departed  ^  and  the  next  day  fent  to 
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the  noblemen  the  kine  bdd  mention^  ft>:kiMi«r  dM 
time  they  would  chufe  for  the  conference :  one  of 
theiii  was  the  chief-prieft  of  A(ihen,  a  nufi  who  well 
4eferved  the  high  efteem,  which  both  the  king  and  thd' 
people  had  placed  in  him ;  the  other  was  one  of  tht 
ancient  nobility,  a  perfgn  of  modi  ^vityf  but  not 
&  fit  for  tranfafting  bufinefs  as  the  pneft.  The  con« 
tdrence  was  held  in  Arabic,  which,  both  the  prieft 
and  nobleman  undeHtobd;  and  a  Jew,  whom  the 
General  brought  froin  England,  and  who  ipoke  thai 
language  peifefUy,  fefved  as  ihtcrprecer.  Several 
demands  being  m^tde  relating  to  the  privileges  of  thi 
Qierchants,  the  priefl:  alked  him  what  reafons  he  had 
to  offer,  to  induce  the  kins  to  grant  them.  UpoO 
which  the  General  alleged  me  Queen's  aflfedion  and 
friendfhip ;  her  worthinefs  in  protefting  others  againft 
the  king  of  Spain,  the  common  enemy  in  thofe  parts: 
that  fovereigns  grew  renowned  and  formidable,  in 
proportion  to  the  wealth  of  their  fubjefts,  which  was 
augmented  by  commerce :  that  the  more  kindly 
ftrangers  were  entertained,  the  more  trade  flourifhed ; 
and  confequently  the  prince  became  more  rich.  That 
with  regard  to  Achcn  in  particular,  the  port  lay  well 
for  the  trade  of  Bengala,  Java,  the  Moluccos,  and 
China  J  which  countries,  having  a  vent  for  their  mer- 
chandize, would  not  fail  to  refort  thither  with  them. 
That  as  by  this  means  the  king's  power  would  in- 
creafc,  the  trade  of  the  Portuguefc,  and  their  great 
ftrehgth  in  the  Indies,  would  gradually  diminifh. 
That  in  cafe  his  majefty  Ihoukl  want  any  artificers, 
he  might  have  them  from  England  -,  only  fatisfying 
them  for  their  voyage,  and  allowing  them  free  liber- 
ty to  return  when  they  thought  fit.  That  any  other 
peceflary,  which  his  country  afforded,  (hould  be  at 
the  king's  fervice  ;  prefiiming  that  his  majefty  would 
not  demand  any  thing,  to  which- the  Queen  could 
not  witii  pleafurc  content,  or  that  (hould  be  contrary 
cither  to  her  honour,  the  laws,  or  her  leagues  with 
Chriftian  princes. 
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*fh^  c6nferenc^  beiiig  ended,  the  high-prieft  de- 
fired  the  General  to  let-  him  hare  a  memorandumiii 
writing  of  his  reafbns,  ami  the  privileges  he  demand-' 
ed  in  the  Queen's  name ;  telling  him,  that  within  a 
few  daySi  hfe  (howld  hire  his  majefty*s  anfwer.  After 
this,  fome  difcourfe  paflcd  relatirtg  to  the  affairs 
of  Chriftendorti ;  and  then  they  broke  up  for  chat 
ti^e. 

The  General,  havihg  tslken  care  to  fend  a  copy  of 
his  demands  to  thefe  commiflTarics,  the  next  time  he 
went  i6  tourt,  finding  the  king  engaged  at  a  cock^ 
fighting,  which  was  one  of  his  majel^'s  chief  diver- 
fions }  he  fent  his  interpreter,  to  defire  his  majcfly  to 
be  mindfiil  of  the  bufintfs,  about  which  he  had  con- 
ferred with  his  nobles.  Upon  this,  the  king  calling 
the  General,  told  him,  that  he  would  willingly  enter 
ihto  a  peace  with  her  majefty ;  and  that,  as  for  the 
articles  he  had  fet  down  In  writing,  they  fliould  all 
be  drawn  up  fair  by  one  of  his  fecretaries,  and  au- 
thorized by  himfelf :  arid  Accordingly,  within  five  or 
fxfc  days,  they  were  delivered  to  the  General,  by  the 
king's  own  hand,  with  many  cxpreflions  of  kindnefs. 

I'he  fubftancc  of  the  articles  were,  firft.  That  the 
Englifli  (hould  have  free  liberty  and  trade.  Secondly, 
That  their  goods  fhould  be  cuftom  free,  whether  im- 
ported or  exported ;  and  that  they  (hould  be  affifted 
with  the  veflfcls  of  Achen  to  fave  their  (hips,  commo- 
ditieSj  and  men  from  being  Wrecked,  in  cafe  of  dan- 
ger. Thirdly,  That  they  fhould  have  liberty  to  make 
wills,  and  bequeath  their  effcds  to  whom  they  pleaf- 
ed.  Fourthly,  That  all  bargains  fhould  be  confirm- 
edi  and  orders  granted  for  payment,  by  the  fubjefts 
df  Achen.  Fifthly,  That  they  (hould  have  autho- 
rity to  execute  juftice  en  their  own  men.  Sixthly^ 
That  they  (hould  have  juftice  againft  the  natives  for 
injuries  done  them.  Seventhly,  That  their  goods 
(hould  not  be  flopped,  nor  prices  fet  on  them :  and 
#ightlily,  That  they  (hould  be  allowed  liberty  of  con- 
icience. 
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This  league  of  peace  and  amity  ibeing  fetdedt  the 
merchants  attempted  to  provide  pepper  for  lading 
the  (hips  •,  but  found  there  was  little .  to  be  jiad,  on 
^iccount  of  the  laft  years  fterility.  However,  bring 
informed  by  fome  of  the  natives,  that  at  a  port  calkd 
Pnarnan,  about  1 50  leagues  from  thence,  they  might 
lade  one  of  their  fmall  fhips.  Mr.  Lancafter  lent 
the  Sufan  thither,  and  appointed  Mr.  Henry  Middle- 
son  captain  and  chief  merchant  of  that  veflel. 

The  General  was  not  a  little  concerned,  that  capt. 
John  Davis,  the  principal  pilot,  had  told  the  mer- 
chants before  their  leavmg  t^ondon,  that  pepper  was 
to  be  had  here  for  four  rials  of  eight,  the  hundred- 
weight ;  whereas  it  coft  them  almolt  twenty  :  and  on 
this  account,  he  was  perplexed  how  to  lade  the  (hips, 
fo  a$  to  fave  his  own  credit,  preferve  the  efteem  of 
the  company  by  which  he  was  employed,  and  keep 
up  the  reputation  of  his  co.untry  ;    confidering  how 
difgraceful  it  would  appear,  in  the  eyes  of  the  neigh- 
bouring nations,  if  they  fhould  return  empty  from 
the  Indies.    Befide,  the  Portuguefe  ambaflador  watch- 
ed every  ftep  they  took,  though  he  was  no  ways  ac- 
ceptable to  the  king  :  for  having,  the  laft  time  of  his 
being  at  court,  afked  leave  to  fettle  a  f^ftory,  and 
build  a  fort  at  die  entrance  of  the  harbour,  under  the 
pretence  of  fecuring  the  merchant's  goods  from  fire^ 
the  king  afked  him.  If  his  maftcr  had  a  daughter  to 
give  his  fon,  that  he  was  fo  car.eful  of  the  preferva- 
tion  of  his  country  ?  and  added,  that  he  peed  not  be 
at  the  charge  of  building  a  fort,  fince  he  had  a  pro- 
per houre  within  land,  about  two  league?  from  the 
city,  which  he  would  fpare  him  for  the  ufe  of  his 
taftoiy  •,  where  they  might  dwell  without  fear,  either 
of  enemies  or  fire,  for  he  would  proted  them.     The 
king  was  much  difpleafed  at  the  infolence  of  the  de- 
mand •,  and  the  ambaflador  went  from  court  much 
diffatisncd. 

Soon  after,  an  Indian  came  to  the  Gcnerars  houie 
to  fell  poultry ;  and  as  this  Indian  belonged  po  th? 
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Portuguefe  captain,  who  came  v/ith  a  cargo  of  rice 
from  the  port  of  Bengala,  and  laying  in  the  ambafla^ 
dor's  houfe,  the  General  fufpedbed  that  the  Indian 
was  only  fent  as  a  fpy.  However,  he  gave  orders 
that  he  (hould  be  well  ufed ;  and  that  they  ihould 
always  boy  his  hens,  and  give  him  a  handfome  price 
for  them.  At  laft,  the  General  took  occafion  to 
talk  with  him  •,  afked  whence  he  came,  and  to  what 
country  he  belonged  ?  and  brought  him  to  confefs, 
that  the  Portuguefe  ambaflfador  employed  a  fpy  to 
give  him  an  account  of  the  ttrength  of  the  Englifh 
ihips ;  intending  to  fend  the  particulars  to  Malacca^ 
in  order  that  he  might  obtain  a  fuflicient  force  to  at- 
tempt them.  The  General  promifcd  him  his  liberty^ 
provided  he  gave  him  from  time  to  time  intelligence 
of  the  ambaflador's  proceedings. 

The  Indian  went  away  highly  fatisBed,  as  Was  vifi^ 
ble  by  his  countenance,  and  the  quicknefs  of  his  pace ; 
and  by  his  means,  the  General  learned  whatever  the 
ambaflador  did  in  the  day,  either  the  fame  night  or 
the  next  morning  :  and  he  behaved  with  fuch  caution, 
that  neither  any  of  the  ambaflador's  family,  nor  the 
Engliih  themfelves,  knew  what  he  came  about. 

The  next  day  the  General  was  fent  for  to  court, 
where  his  majelly  difcourfed  with  him  about  an  em- 
bafly  fent  him  by  the  king  of  Siam,  relating  to  the 
conqued  of  Malacca,  and  the  forces  he  would  afliit 
him  with  by  fca,  if  he  undertook  that  fervice.  This 
propofal  the  General  feconded  with  many  reafons : 
and  took  occafion  to  mention  how  infolently  the  Por- 
tuguefe ambaflador  behaved  •,  and  that  he  only  came 
as  a  fpy  to  difcover  the  ftrength  of  the  kingdom. 
The  king  replied,  that  he  knew  them  to  be  his  ene- 
mies ;  but  wondered  how  he  came  to  know  it.  1  he 
General  anfwered.  That  the  ambaflador  had  planted 
fpies  about  him  to  obfcrve  all  his  aftions,  and  to  pry 
into  his  defigns  •,  and  had  gotten  a  draught  of  his 
fliips,  in  order  to  fend  it  to  Malacca,  and  to  procure 
a  force  from  thence  to  attack  them  by  furprife.     At 
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this  the  king  Imilcd  •,  obterving,  that  he  need  not 
fear  any  danger  from  that  quarter,  fince  all  die 
ftrength  tr/jy  were  able  to  muller  at  Malacca  could 
noc  do  hini  any  harm.  To  which  the  General  replied, 
that  lie  did  not  fear  any  attempts  they  could  make 
againit  him  :  but  that  luch  intcU'gcnce  would  make 
them  keep  within  their  ports,  and  prevent  his  being 
able  to  eome  ar  them  •,  and  tiierefure  intrcatcd  his 
maiertv  to  detain  two  of  the  ambalTador's  fervants. 
who,  within  three  days,  were  to  fet  out  for  another 
port,  in  order  to  avoid  being  intercepted,  and  were 
there  lo  hire  a  Nut  to  Tail  with  tliis  intelligence  to 
Mahcca.  Thib  the  king  promiicd,  and  the  Genera! 
took  his  lea\c. 

The  ambaila  ^jr's  fervants  accordingly  departed, 
With  the  draughts  and  their  m.uier's  Iciters,  to  a  port 
about  25  lea^iics  fro:^i  Ach.cn,  where,  having  agreed 
for  their  pr.iiJiie,  they  embarlvcd  *,  but  as  they  were 
goin^:!;  ov<:r  t!vj  bar,  tL^y  v.cre  followed  by  a  frigate, 
wiiicli  cai.led 'hem  to  lower  their  lalla,  that  the  offi- 
cer rr.ijht  he  their  ladir.i:!:.  As  loon  as  he  was  on 
board,  hj  perci  inw!  the  tv.o  Portuguele,  a(ked  them 
wix'ice  :!uy  c.'.rr.e,  and  wiiither  they  werei»;oing? 
to  v.;^:/^  riv.-v  anlwercd,  tlu:  thw  canie  from  Achen, 
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ing  to  court,  he  fent  his  interpreter  to  defire  the  ho- 
nour of  an  audience  *,  which  being  granted,  the  king 
demanded  his  errand?  when  the  General  replied^ 
That  it  had  pleafed  his  higbnefs  to  do  him  many  fa- 
vours, which  had  emboldened  him  to  requeft  one 
kindnefs  more.  The  king  afked  him  what  it  was^ 
and  whether  there  were  more  Portuguefe  going  to 
Malacca,  to  hinder  his  meafures  ?  The  General  rcr 
plied,  that  there  weri?  :  and  that  the  ambaflador,  hav^ 
xng  obtained  his  majefty's  difpatch,  was  determined 
to  depart  within  five  days ;  and  that  he  begged  of 
his  majefly  to  detain  him  ten.  To  which  the  king 
replied,  that  he  would,  provided  he  would  bring 
him  a  Portuguefe  maiden  when  he  returned. 

With  this  anfwer  the  General  took  his  leave  •,  and 
three  Ihips  being  ready,  the  captain  of  a  Dutch  vef- 
fel  who  was  in  the  road,  defired  he  might  bear  the 
General  company,  and  take  a  part  in  this  adventure. 
His  (hip  was  about  200  tons  ;  and  it  was  agreed  that 
he  fhould  have  an  eighth  of  what  Ihould  be  taken. 
Mean  while  the  Afcenfion  was  to  (lay  behind  to  com- 
pleat  her  lading,  of  which  Ihe  had  above  three  parts 
on  board. 

After  Mr.  Lancafter*s  departure,  the  Portuguefe 
ambaflador  appeared  very  eager  to  be  gone  5  but  the 
king  deferred  figning  his  paflport  for  24  days  after 
the  general's  putting  to  fea,  and  then  expreflcd  his 
wonder  that  he  (hould  be  in  luch  hafte,  fincc  the  Eng- 
lifli  Commander  was  at  fea,  obferving,  that  as  he  was 
Ihonger  than  the  ambaflador,  he  might  do  him  a  mif- 
chic,  if  he  fhould  meet  with  him.  But  he  replying, 
ihiic  lie  depended  upon  the  fwiftnefs  of  his  frigate, 
and  that  he  defied  all  the  force  of  the  Englilb,  the 
king  fcemed  reconciled  to  his  departure,  and  gave 
him  his  difpatch. 

On  the  3d  of  Oflober,  cruifing  near  the  flrcights 
of  iVIalacca,  the  Hc(?lor  obferved  a  fail  -,  upon  which, 
directions  were  given  to  fpread  themfelves  out  a  mile 
und  u  luili',  that  (lie  might  not  pafs  them  in  tlie  dark. 
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The  (hip  at  length  fell  in  with  the  Hedbor ;  and  aftef 
a  Ihort  engagement,  (he  was  taken:  This  Ihip  came 
from  St.  Thomas's  in  the  bay  of  Bengal,  and  wa^ 
bound  for  Malacca  :  (he  wsts  of  900  tons  burden,  and 
had  above  600  perfons,  men,  women,  and  children, 
oh  board:  In  five  or  fix  days  they  had  entirely  un- 
laden her  cargo,  confifting  of  950  packs  of  callicoes 
and  pintadoes,  a  great  quantity  of  rice  and  other 
goods.  After  whichi  a  ftorm  arifing  they  returned 
the  fiiip  to  her  commander,  fent  all  her  men  on 
board,  and  then  left  her  riding  at  anchor. 

Gn  the  24th  of  Odlober,  they  again  caft  anchor  in 
the  port  of  Achen  -,  when  the  General  went  on  fhore, 
and  found  all  the  merchants  highly  fatisfied  wth  tht 
ehtertainment  they  had  received  from  the  king  during 
his  abfencfc.  The  General,  therefore,  to  exprels  his 
gratitude,  chofc  fuch  of  the  prize  goods  as  he  thought 
would  be  moil  agreeable  to  his  majcfty,  and  prefent- 
cd  them  at  his  firft  going  to  court.  The  king  receiv- 
ed the  prefcnt,  welcomed  the  General,  and  feemcd 
to  rejoice  at  his  good  Ibccefs  againfl:  the  Portuguefe ; 
butjefl:ingly  told  him,  he  had  forgot  the  mod  im- 
portant bufinefs  he  had  requefted  from  him,  which 
was  the  fair  Portngiiefe  maiden  :  but  the  General  re- 
plied, That  he  met  with  none  who  deferved  that  ho- 
nour. The  General  afterward  commanded  the  mer- 
chants to  put  on  board  the  Afcenfion  all  the  fpiccs 
they  had  bought  in  his  abfence,  which  were 
fcarccly  fufTicient  to  compleat  her  lading,  and  there 
was  no  more  to  be  expefted  till  the  next  year  :  he  re- 
iblvcd  tlicrcfore  to  fail  to  Bantam,  where  he  was  told 
that  he  wci  Id  meet  with  a  good  fale  for  his  commo- 
dities, and  plenty  of  pepper,  much  cheaper  than  at 
Achen.  But  before  his  departure,  he  went  to  courr, 
and  had  a  long  conference  with  the  king  •,  who  de- 
livered him  a  letter  for  the  Queen,  written  in  Ara- 
bic, with  a  prclcnr  to  her  majefty  of  three  rich  piccts 
of  cloili  of  gold,  and  a  ring  fet  with  a  very  fine  ruby. 
IJc  alfo  made  t!ic  General  a  prefcnt  cf  another  rub)' 

ring. 
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Hng.  On  his  taking  leave,  the  king  alked  him,  if  the 
EngHfh  had  the  Pfalms  of  David  amongft  them  ?  To 
which  he  anfwered,  that  they  had,  and  fung  them 
daily.  Then  faid  the  king,  I,  and  thefe  nobles  about 
me,  will  fing  a  pfalm  to  God  for  your  profperity : 
which  being  ended,  the  king  afked  him  to  fing  an- 
other pfalm,  though  it  were  in  his  own  language : 
iand  there  being  twelve  in  company,  they  immediately 
complied  with  his  requeft.  This  done,  the  General 
jook  his  leave ;  when  the  king  faid.  He  hoped  God 
would  blefs  them  all  in  their  voyage,  and  condudt 
them  fafe  to  their  own  country :  adding,  if  hereafter 
your  (hips  return  to  this  port,  you  (hall  find  the  fame 
good  ufage  you  haVe  hitherto  experienced. 

On  the  9th  of  November,  they  left  Achen ;  and 
after  keeping  company  ten  days,  the  admiral  dif- 
patched  nis  letters  for  England  by  the  Afcenfion,  (he 
fteering  her  courfc  toward  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope, 
and  they  for  Bantam,  in  fearch  of  the  Sufan,  which 
had  orders  to  lade  at  Priaman.  Continuing  their 
courfe,  they  pafled  the  line  the  third  time,  and  reach- 
ed Priaman  on  the  26th  of  November,  where  the  Su- 
fan had  purchafed  about  600  bahars  of  pepper,  and 
66  of  ^cloves.  Their  pepper  co(t  them  lefs  than  at 
Achen,  though  none  grows  near  the  port ;  it  being 
brought  from  a  place  called  Manangacabo,  at  eight 
or  ten  leagues  dillance  in  the  country. 

Priaman  produces  no  other  commodity,  but  gold- 
duft  wafhed  out  of  the  fands  of  the  rivers  that  fall 
from  the  mountains.  It  is  a  good  place  of  refre(h- 
ment,  and  is  very  healthful  •,  for  though  it  lies  within 
i^  minutes  of  the  line,  the  air  is  extrcamly  good. 

The  General  having  taken  in  provifions,  and  or- 
dered the  captain  oT^  the  Sufan  to  compleat  her  lad- 
ing with  pepper  as  foon  as  poflible,  and  then  to  de- 
part for  England  •,  failed  on  the  4th  of  December  to- 
ward Bantam.  On  the  15th,  he  entered  the  ftreights 
of  Sunda ;  and  coming  to  an  anchor  under  an  ifland, 
called  Pulo  Panfa,   the  next  morning  he  made  the 
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road  of  Bantam.  On  the  17th,  the  Gcnetal  lent 
captain  Middleton  to  inform  the  king,  that  he  ws 
come  by  order  of  the  Queen  of  England,  and  had 
both  a  melTage  and  a  letter  from  her ;  rcquirinc;  his 
majefty's  fafe  conduA,  that  he  might  land  and  de- 
liver it. 

The  king  anfwcred,  that  he  was  very  glad  of  hit  1 
coming,  and  fent  a  nobleman  back  with  the  captaia 
to  welcome  the  General,  and  accompany  him  on  his 
landing.  Being  arrived  at  court,  he  found  the  kin^ 
who  was  a  child  of  ten  or  eleven  years  of  ^e,  fittiiw 
with  fixtetn  or  eighteen  noblemen  about  him.  When 
Mr.  Lancafter  paying  his  refpefts,  the  king  welconxd  ■ 
him  i  and  after  fomedifcourre,  he  delivered  theQueenS' 
letter  into  his  majefty's  hand,  with  a  prefent  «  plate 
'  and  other  things,  which  the  king  received  with  appv  1 
rent  pleafure,  and  referred  the  General  to  ooe  of  nil 
nobles,  who  was  then  proteftor.  After  talking  an 
hour  and  a  half  on  different  fubje£ls,  that  nobleman 
invited  him  to  land  his  men  ;  afliiring  him,  that  they 
might  buy  and  fell  without  moleftation,  and  with  as 
much  fafety,  as  if  they  were  in  their  own  country. 

As  faft  as  they  bought  their  pepper,  they  fent  it 
on  board  1  fo  that  by  the  10th  of  February,  i6oj, 
their  fhips  were  compleatly  laden,  and  readyito  de- 
part. In  the  mean  time,  capt.  Middleton,  of  the 
Heftor,  fell  fick  on  board  ;  upon  which  the  General 
went  to  vifit  him,  but  though  he  found  him  walking 
about,  he  died  early  the  next  morning. 

The  General  now  ordered  the  pinnace,  which  held 
about  40  tons,  to  be  laden  with  commodities  ;  and 
puEtifig  in  her  twelve  men,  with  fome  merchants,  fent 
her  to  tmdc  and  'fettle  a  fa£tory  at  the  Moluccas, 
againft  the  return  of  the  next  (hips  from  England. 
He  alfo  left  eight  men  and  three  factors  at  Bantam  j 
appointing  Mr.  Storkcy,  the  principal  perfon  amongft 
them,  to  lell  fuch  goods  as  he  left  behind,  and  o 
provide  lading  for  the  (hips  againft  the  next  return. 
Then  going  to  court  to  take  leave  of  the  king,  he 
ICC  ci  red 
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received  a  letter  and  prefent  for  Queen  Elizabeth ; 
which  confided  of  Ibme  bezoar  ftones,  with  one  for 
himfelf,  together  with  a  Java  dagger 

On  the  20th  of  February^  they  fet  fail  for  Eng- 
land ;  and  after  fuffering  by  feveral  violent  ftorms, 
the  fea,  on  the  3d  of  May,  beat  with  fuch  violence 
on  the  Dragon's  quarter,  that  it  fhook  the  iron-work 
of  the  rudder  with  fuch  force,  that  the  next  morning 
it  broke  quite  off  from  the  ftern  and  funk.  The  ter- 
ror and  apprehenfion  of  the  men  were  now  at  the 
grcateft  height,  the  moft  experienced  mariners  being 
at  a  lofs  how  to  proceed  ;  for  in  this  tempelluous  Tea, 
the  (hip  drove  up  and  down  like  a  wreck,  which  way 
foever  the  wind  carried  her ;  fo  that  fhe  was  fome- 
times  within  three  or  four  leagues  of  the  Cape  of 
Good  Hope,  and  was  then  driven  by  a  contrary  wind 
to  almoft  40^  fouthward  into  the  hail  and  fnow, 
where  they  fuffcred  gpeatly  by  the  cold,  which 
rendered  their  cafe  Itill  more  deplorable.  Yet 
all  this  while,  the  Heftor  induftrioufly  kept  her  com- 
pany ;  but  after  trying  feveral  expedients,  they  found, 
that  unlefs  they  could  make  a  new  rudder,  and  hang 
it,  they  muft  perifti  in  thefe  feas.  This  they  wefe  at 
a  lofs  how  to  perform  in  fo  dangerous  a  part  of  the 
ocean,  the  fhip  being  of  7  or  800  tons  burden  :  but 
neceffity  obliging  them  to  try  all  poffible  means,  the 
General  ordered  the  carpenter  to  make  one  out  of  the 
mizen-maft  ;  and  though  they  had  loft  moft  of  the 
irons  which  fattened  it,  they  proceeded  with  the 
work ;  and  one  of  the  men  dived  down  the  fide  of 
the  fhip  to  fearch  what  irons  were  left  behind,  when 
he  found  only  two  whole  and  one  broken. 

The  rudder  being  finilhed,  and  having  a  fair  day, 
they  faftened  it  on,  and  proceeded  homeward  j  but 
within  thr.e  or  four  hours,  the  lei  took  it  off  again, 
and  they  had  much  ado  to  fave  it,  with  the  lofs  of 
another  of  their  irons ;  fo  that  now  having  only  two 
to  hang  it  by,  the  men  deipaircd  of  fucceeding,  and 
dcfircd  to  quit  the  (hip  and  go  in  the  Hcdor :  but 
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tliis  the  General  oppofed,  and  going  into  his  cabin, 
wrote  a  letter  to  England  to  be  carried  by  the  Hec- 
tor, which  he  ordered  to  depart,  and  leave  him  there^ 
widiout  letting  one  of  the  company  know  of  it. 
This  letter  beins  delivered,  the  General  expeded  die 
Heftor  would  hzve  left  him  in  the  night:  but  he 
found  her  within  fight  ih  the  morning,  and  (he  fSH 
kept  two  or  three  leagues  from  him ;  for  the  oiafter, 
who  was  an  honeft  worthy  man$  loved  the  General^ 
and  was  loath  to  leave  him  in  fuch  diftrefs.  Hov* 
ever,  the  people  on  board  now  found  it  neceflary  id 
exert  theimclves :  the  carpenter  mended  the  rudder 
again,  and  within  two  or  three  days,  the  weather  faf« 
ginnipg  to  be  fomewhat  fair,  and  the  lea  finooth, 
they  made  a  fignal  to  the  He£tor,  who  came  vip  y 
and  the  mailer  bringing  with  him  the  beft  iwimmen 
^e  had  ini  his  fhip,  nelped  them  to  hang  the  ruddtf 
again  fo  firmly,  that  they  were  in  hopes  of  at  length 
getting  into  a  port. 

Being  fenfible  that  they  had  doubled  the  Cape  of 
Good  Hope  by  the  height  they  were  in  to  the  north- 
ward, they  failed  diredly  for  the  ifland  of  St.  Helena ^ 
which,  to  their  great  joy,  they  reached  on  the  i6th 
of  June,  and  cad  anchor  in  twelve  fathoms  water,  op- 
pofite  a  fmall  chapel  which  the  Portuguefc  had  buik 
there  long  before.  On  their  landing,  they  found 
many  writings,  by  which  they  were  informed  that 
the  Carracks  had  departed  but  eight  days  before. 
While  they  ftaid  there,  they  repaired  their  ihips; 
and  all  their  fick  recovered  by  the  refrefhments  they 
received  on  fliore,  of  which  they  had  great  need: 
fince  they  had  been  continually  beating  the  fea  for 
three  months  without  feeing  land. 

On  the  5th  of  July,  they  fet  fail  from  this  ifland, 
fleering  north- weft ;  and  on  the  i  ith  of  September, 
1603,  complcatcd  their  voyage,  by  arriving  lafe  in 
the  Downs. 
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CAPE   DE  VERDE  ISLANDS, 
by  Capt.  GEORGE  ROBERTS. 


THIS  voyage  is  inferted  for  the  fake  of  giving  a 
more  diftinft  account  of  the  Cape  de  Verde 
iflands,  than  is  to  be  met  with  in  the  voyages  of  thofe 
who  have  only  touched  at  them,  or  ftaid  for  a  day  or 
two  to  take  in  frefh  fupplies  of  wood  and  water.  By 
giving  this,  and  the  following  account  of  the  Cape 
of  Good  Hope,  we  avoid  numerous  repetitions  that 
would  have  fwelled  this  work,  and  many  erroneous 
accounts  that  would  have  rendered  it  inaccurate. 

IN  the  year  1 72  f ,  Mr.  Roberts  agreed  with  feveral 
merchants  of  London  to  fail  to  Virginia,  and  there 
to  take  the  command  of  a  floop,  which  he  was  to 
load  with  a  cargo  for  the  coafl:  of  Guinea ;  and  hav- 
ing fold  it,  he  was  to  purchafe  (laves,  and  return  with 
them  either  to  Virginia  or  Barbadoes,  as  he  found  it 
moft  for  the  intereft  of  his  employers  :  and  when  he 
had  dilpofed  of  them,  he  was  to  take  in  a  freight  for 
London.  He  accordingly  fet  fail,  and  on  his  arrival 
at  Virginia  purchafed  a  (loop  and  proper  cargo,  with 
which  he  fteered  to  the  Cape  de  Verde  iQands. 

But  this  unhappy  gentleman  was  foon  involved  in 
the  deepeft  diftrefs.    Near  St.  Nicholas,  one  of  thefc 
iflands,  he  was  taken  by  pirates,  who  had  three  (hips 
One  of  the  commanders  treated  him  with  great  civi* 
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lity ;  and  extraordinary  offers  were  made  him  to  in- 
duce him  to  join  them  :  but  he  refilled  them  with  ^ 
the  utmoft  fteadinefe.  They,  however,  at  laftcon-  ! 
Tented  to  his  going  on  board  his  own  fhip,  when  a 
propofal  was  even  made  to  allow  him  fome  fpare  goods 
and  ncccflTaries  -,  but  rcfufing  to  drink  the  Pretender^s 
health,  one  of  the  commanders,  who  had  before  op- 
pofed  every  favourable  meafur^*,  attempted  to  Ihoot 
him  through  the  head  :  and  had  afterward  the  cruel- 
ty, having  fifft  infulrcd  over  him  in  the  moft  inhuman 
manner,  to  put  him  on  board  his  own  veflel  at  mid- 
nit'ht,  without  provifions,  without  water,  without 
fails  or  any  hands,  but  his  two  boys,  one  of  whom 
wa .  n(it  more  than  eight  years  old.  His  condidoo 
was  rendered  ftill  more  dreadful  by  the  want  of  candle, 
and  lis  floop  bt^ing  leaky,  and  having  much  water. 

Mr.  Roberts  went  on  board  with  a  mind  compoicd 
and  rcfigned.     He  firft  with  great  labour  and  farigur, 
by  the  alliftmce  of  his  biggeft  boy,  pumped  his  Qoop 
dry;  and  day-light  no  fooner appeared,  than  he  rum- 
niaged  to  find  ii  the  barbarous  wretches  had  left  him 
any  thing  that  might  fupport  life  :  but  found  only  a 
lew  crumbs  in  the   bread-lockers,    a  little  tobacco, 
ten  <»;al!()ns  of  rum,  a  fmall  quantity  of  rice,  a  rem- 
nant of  flour  at  ihc  bo'.tom  of  a  cafk,  and  about  two 
(juarts  of  water,  \\hich  he  carefully  drained  out  of  all 
ilie  caflNS.     He  had  alfo  the  happinefs  to  find  fome 
old  fail-cloth,  with  which  in  three  d^ys  he  patched  up 
a  kind  of  fail,  during  which  he  fed  on  raw  flour  and 
rice,  drinkir.g  nothing  but  rum:  but  the  heat  of  the 
clin-uie,  aiul  the  faru;,u^s  to  which  he  and  his  boys 
were  daily  cxpoied,  lendering  other  food  neceflary, 
he  made  cakes  of  doi.gh,  and  his  water  was  confum- 
cil.     They  now  felt  ihe  cxtieams  of  parching  thirft, 
whli  h  the  rum  would  not  afl'wage,  and  had  the  profpeft 
of  ilyino  far  want  of  water,  when  they  were  happily  re- 
lirved   by   a   lliower  of   rain  •,    of  which    ihey  faved 
about   a   i\iUon,  befide  what   ihcy  drank  while  the 
raciouj  dro^^s  were  filling.     They  now  made  a  kind 
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of  pap,  of  flour  and  water;  which  hunger  made 
them  think  a  delicious  food.  They  hufbanded  their 
provifions  with  the  utmoft  care ;  and  about  a  fort- 
night after  caught  a  (hark,  on  which  they  alio  ted, 
drying  what  was  left,  in  the  fun.    • 

About  three  weeks  after  their  leaving  the  pirates, 
they,  to  their  great  joy,  came  in  fight  of  the  ifland 
of  St.  Anthony  ;  but  having  had,  a  day  or  two  be- 
fore, a  freHi  fupply  of  water  from  the  clouds,  Mr^ 
Roberts  chofe  to  fteer  foe  St.  Nicholas,  where  he  was 
known.  It  was  late  in  the  evening  when  he  reached 
the  anchoring  place  of  that  ifland,  and  almoft  dark 
before  the  boat  could  be  got  out  -,  he  therefore  de- 
ferred landing  till  the  next  morning.  But  his  fcanty 
fupply  of  water  being  now  fpent,  the  biggeft  boy 
carnelUy  prelFcd  his  mafl:er  to  let  him  fcull  the  boat 
afliore  and  fill  a  cag.  To  this  he  conlcnted,  on  his 
promifing  to  return  direftly  on  board. 

The  boy  was  no  fooner  gone,  than  Mr.  Roberts, 
overcome  by  his  pad  fatigues,  was  taken  ill  •,  and, 
ordering  the  little  boy  to  look  out  for  the  boar,  went 
into  his  cabin,  where  he  infenfibly  dropped  afleep, 
and  thus  continued  till  midnight :  when,  returning 
on  deck,  he  found  the  ftiip  almoft  out  of  fight  of 
the  ifland,  Aftoniftied  and  afflidled  at  this  misfor- 
tune, and  finding  that  the  veflcl  had  made  a  great 
deal  of  water,  he  began  to  defpair  of  his  ever  being 
able  to  make  the  land  without  the  boy,  or  to  keep 
the  fliip  from  finking  by  labouring  at  the  pump :  her 
anchor  too  was  out,  and  he  apprehended  that  he 
fhould  be  unable  to  haul  it  up. 

However,  the  danger  of  finking  being  the  mofl: 
imminent,  he  applied  to  that  5  and  in  three  or  four 
hours,  fucked  the  pump  dry.  Afterward,  with  much 
fatigue,  he  heaved  the  anchor  on  board.  Parched 
with  thirft,  and  without  a  drop  of  water,  he  remain.- 
cd  for  fome  time  near  the  ifland,  without  being  able 
to  make  it  for  want  of  hands  -,  but  at  lafl:  found  a 
fiuidy  bay,  where  he  call  anchor.     The  fame  even- 
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ing  fevcD  negroes  came  in  a  boat,  to  Iris  1 
'  bnngtng  wit^ .  them  cAent^  gallons  ofVater:  tJe^ 
£)iuble  fupply,  that  raifed  tus  drooph^  fpirits.'  Tbe^ 
people  came  on  board  at  the  IbUiatatioiri  of  the  batf 
on  voi^ :  but  Mr.  Roberts  could  not  prevail  «i$ 
them  to  ftay  till  the  next  morning,  before  they  » 
tempted  to  ftcer  the  fliip  into  the  port:  <^Paraghe£ 
They  immediately  weighed  the  anchor,  andfetiaili 
but  m  the  night  the  main-fail  fplit,  which  fo  daunttd 
thefe  negroe  fatlors,  who-  had  got  drunk  with  tM 
Tum  they  had  found  on  tio^rd,  that  tbcy  betook 
-themfclvcs  to  their  boat ;  and  Mr.  Roberts  was  ooot 
toiore  left  destitute  in  his  leaky  veflcU  which  be  tli^ 
next  day  endeavoured  to  fteer  to  land. 

While  he  was'  thus  employed,  he,  to  his  great  fiii^ 
prife,  heard  the  voices  of  three  men  in  the  h/M} 
and,  on  enquiry,  he  found  they  had  bden  left  that 
dead  drunk  by  their  companions.  One  of  thefe  M- 
lows  oifered  to  pilot  the  noop  either  into  St.  Jago's 
or  St.  John's  :  but  not  being  able  to  make  the  land  b 
foon  as  they  expcfted,  they  were  all  fo  difcouragcd, 
that  they  laid  down  in  the  hold,  giving  themfelves  1^ 
for  loft  ;  and  would  neither  pump  nor  work  the  ftiip, 
till  they  heard  Mr.  Roberts  inftrufting  the  boy  at  the 
helm  ;  when  they  called  out  to  know  if  he  faw  land  ? 
and  being  anfwered  that  he  was  failing  direiHy  to  St. 
John's,  they  came  with  the  utmoft  alacrity  on  board, 
and  of  their  own  accord  pumped  the  (hip  dry.  One 
of  them  pretended  to  know  the  harbour,  but  when 
he  came  near  the  ifland  was  utterly  at  a  lols,  and  in 
this  dillrefs  refolutely  infifted-  on  putting  the  Qoop 
upon  the  rocks ;  till  Mr.  Roberts  took  up  an  old . 
gun,  which  had  been  left  by  the  pirates,  and  threa- 
tened to  (hoot  the  firll  who  attempted  it :  upon  wbldi 
the  pretended  pilot  le.iped  overboard,  and  (warn  to 
land  -y  and  foon  after  Mr.  Roberts  hauled  in  fo  clolc 
to  Punto  de  Sal,  that  he  could  alnnoft  leap  on  fliore, 
on  which  he  was  left  by  the  other  negroes.  ' 
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It  may  here  feem  fomeivhat  extraordinary,  that  Mr. 
Roberts  (houlu  be  able  to  converfc  with  the  negroes  i 
put  the  wonder  will  ceafe  when  the  reader  is  intbrm- 
cd,  that  the  language  of  the  natives  of  all  thcfe 
jQands  is  a  dialed:  of  thatof  the  Mandingonegroes, 
mixed  with  a  corrupt  Portuguefe  5  of  both  which  he 
had  a  tolerable  fmattering. 

That  night  Mr.  Roberts  faw  feveral  pf  the  natives 
on  the  top  of  the  rocks ;  and  the  next  morning  three 
of  them  came  down,  fwam  to  the  Ihip,  and  welcom- 
ed him  to  their  ifland :  they  offered  to  get  him  what 
he  wanted,  if  he  would  go  alhore  with  them  ;  and 
on  his  telling  them  he  could  not  fwim,  exprefled 
their  furprfe,  that  a  man  fliould  venture  to  fea  with- 
out fo  neceffary  a  qualification.  Thefe  were  foon  fol- 
lowed by  other  negroes,  who  brought  him  refrcfti- 
inents ;  and  he  having  made  a  hearty  meal  of  a  pom- 
pion  and  boiled  rice,  three  of  them  went  to  catch 
nim  fome  fi(h,  while  the  others  ilaid  to  work  the  (hip 
dr)^  In  fbort,  after  the  dreadful  fatigues  he  had  fuf- 
fered,  and  his  being  emaciated  by  abflincnce  and  watch- 
ing, he  was  kindly  regaled  with  a  di(h  of  fifti  for  his 
fupper ;  and  perfuaded  to  take  fome  repofe,  which  he 
gladly  accepted. 

'  The  next  day  the  weather  beginning  to  look  very 
unpromifing,  Mr.  Roberts  was  in  fome  fear  of  being 
driven  out  to  fea ;  and  the  negroes  having  in  vain 
endeavoured  to  fatten  a  rope  to  the  rocks,  they  offer- 
ed to  fwim  with  him  and  his  boy  to  land  :  however, 
he  did  not  chufe  to  leave  the  veffel,  while  there  was 
the  leaft  probability  of  faving  her.  But  the  following 
day  proving  very  ftormy,  in  fpite  of  all  his  efforts, 
fhe  drove  on  the  rocks,  and  beat  a  great  hole  in  her 
bottom.  The  water  now  rifmg  as  high  on  the  infide 
as  without,  the  affrighted  negroes  left  him  with  the 
boy ;  but  when  the  ftorm  abated,  kindly  returned 
and  fwam  alhore  with  the  lad :  and  Mr.  Roberts 
now  confenting  to  leave  the  veffel,  two  of  them  took 
him,  one  by  each  arm,  bidding  hi(n  not  be  afraid^ 

but 
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but  truft  in  Sl  Anthony,  for  they  did  not  doubt  of 
carrying  him  fafe.  However,  when  they  had  got 
about  midway,  the  fea  breaking  over  them,  one  of 
the  blacks  dived  down  and  let  go  his  hold  ;  but  a 
third,  who  was  behind,  rofe  like  a  fi(h,  and  fupplied 
his  place ;  which  the  other  who  had  forfdbk  him  fet- 
ing, he  fwam  back  to  the  veflel  to  fave  what  he  could: 
but  he  had  hardly  got  afhore  with  a  looking- glafs  and 
fome  old  (hoes,  before  the  form  of  thcf  (loop  was  loft, 
her  ftem  and  part  of  the  deck  being  driven  away. 

Thus  was  our  author  happily  delivered  from  the 
danger  of  a  boifterous  fea.  Some  of  the  natives  who 
were  on  the  tops  of  the  rocks,  but  could  not  fee 
•whether  he  ^ot  on  (hore,  came  down  to  his  relief; 
and  finding  him  fafe,  fwam  to  the  wreck,  and  brought 
all  the  pieces  of  the  veflel,  and  every  thing  elfe  they 
could  fave,  to  the  rocks,  and  dcpofited  them  in  fafety 
out  of  the  reach  of  the  fea.  They  made  a  fire  to 
dry  Mr.  Roberts's  cloaths  -,  exprefled  their  admiration 
at  the  wifdom  of  the  white  men,  and  their  regard  for 
the  Englifli :  caught  him  fifli,  and  dreflcd  it  for  him. 
The  governor  of  the  ifland  fent  feveral  perfons  to 
him,  with  the  moft  friendly  offers  of  giving  him  all 
the  afliftance  in  his  power.  He  was  now  fupplied 
with  milk  and  fruit  -,  and  the  fon  of  a  perfon  who 
had  been  formerly  governor,  came  in  a  mod  oblig- 
ing manner  with  feveral  kinds  of  fruit,  and  a  cake  of 
bread  made  of  bananas  and  maize.  In  (hort,  every 
one  ftrove  who  (hould  moft  oblige  him,  without  ex- 
pefling  or  defiring  any  thing  in  return. 

Mr.  Roberts's  fituation  was  however  ftill  very  un- 
comfortable. He  had  fixed  himfelf  upon  a  (helf  of 
the  rocks,  under  the  covert  of  others  which  hung 
over  his  head.  The  rocks  arofe  above  to  an  amaz- 
ing height  •,  and  it  was  not  without  great  difficulty 
and  danger,  that  the  friendly  natives  defcended  thefe 
dreadful  precipices  to  his  afTiftance,  which  it  was  im- 
poflible  for  him  to  climb.  They  were  forced  to  fwim 
from  thence,  not  only  to  the  fifhing  place,  but  to 

get 
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,  water,  at  a  place  where  a  Tpring  r^n  from 

riocks :  they,  however,  fparcd  no  pains  to  ferve 

and  fome  of  them  made  beds  of  leaves  and 

nd  with  him  in  die  night,  while  he  lay  upon  his 

vn  beil,  which  they  had  found  fwimming  in  the  lea, 

\  and  had  dried  in  the  fun. 

Mr.  Roberts  and  the  boy  had  been  fome  days  in 
I  this  fituation,  when  dircourfing  with  the  friendly  na- 
Ttives,  he  obferved  a  man  who  had  light  hair  that  was 
1  not  woolly,  and  a  very  tawny  complexion  j  who  in- 
j  ftaniiy,  to  his  great  joy  and  furprife,  fpoke  to  him  in 
a  Englilh.  ThiswasaWelchman,  namedCharlcsFrank- 
:  lin;  who,  having  been  taken  by  fome  pirates,  had 
r    efcapcd  from  them  in  the  port  of  Sierra  Leona  :  and 
;   after  (laying  a  confiderable  time  in  Africa,  came  to 
r    this  ifland.     His  convcrfation  afforded  our  author  the 
i '  higheft  fatisfad:ion ;  and  he  had  hopes  of  being  loon 
.    delivered  from  his  difagreeable  fituation  among  the 
rocks,  by  having  the  only  boat  in  the  ifland  fent  to 
take  him  round  into  the  bay :    this  boat,  however, 
not  coming  at  the  time  exped:ed,  Mr.  Roberts,  con- 
trary to  the  advice  of  all  the  negroes,  rclblvcd  to  at- 
tempt to  climb  the  rocks  ;  and  they,  finding  him  re- 
folute,  lent  him  their  afliftance.     With  great  difficulty 
lie  afcended  half  way  up  the  firft  rock  ;  when  look- 
ing down,  his  head  grew  dizzy,  he  trembled,  and 
narrowly  efcaped  falling  at  once  to  the  bottom:  but 
he  was  fupported  by  the  friendly  negroes.     He  then 
got  to  the  firft  refting  place,  which  is  at  leaft  as  high 
as  St.  Paul's  cupola  from  the  bottom.     They  had 
then  a  path  about  three  feet  broad,  which  fcemed 
like  a  gallery,  only  wanting  rails.     Along  that  path 
they  walked  about  three  quarters  of  a  mile,  or  more, 
fomeiimcs  defcenditig,  but  moftly  afcending  ;  and  in 
ibme  places  it  was  fo  narrow,  that  they  were  obliged 
CO  pals  firft,  and  to  reach  the  ends  of  their  poles  to  him. 
At  length,  the  afcenc  grew  in  a  manner  perpendicu- 
lar J  and  two  of  the  negroes  mounting  bctore  the  reft, 
^ruck  a  crag  of  the  rock,  as  was  their  cuftom,  to  try 
whether 
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Vrhethcr  it  wculd  bear  them  ;  when  a  huge  piece 
tun-^led  over  them,  and  raifed  fuch  a  dull,  chac  the 
air,  as  tar  as  the  fight  could  reach,  fecmed  filled  with 
irnoke  -,  and  i:  made  fuch  a  terrible  noife,  chat  Mr. 
Roberts  thoi;2ht  all  the  rocks  above  them  were  fall- 
irg  on  :hcir  hcais.  After  all  was  quiet,  and  the  dull 
la:d,  tfa-  two  above,  whom  it  was  imagined  had 
been  CsSzti  10  pieces,  cirr.t  dov.n  to  thofe  who  (laid 
wicK  Mr,  Rocerts,  ard  rejoiced  to  find  them  all  fafc. 
Tr.e  ai'ccnt  for  the  reft  of  the  way  was  now  found 
too  tleep  for  fo  poor  a  climber  as  our  author ;  they 
therefore  with  great  difficulty  and  danger  defcended 
wirh  him,  and  at  laft  reached  the  bottom,  without 
arv  accident. 

But  the  cxceCTive  heat  of  the  fun  reflefted  by  the 
rocks,  and  the  fatigues  our  author  had  endured  in 
this  excurfion,  threw  him  into  a  fever,  that  lalled 
near  a  month  j  during  which  he  was  attended  with 
the  utmoft  care  and  affedlion  by  thefe  humane  people, 
and  on  his  recovery  was  taken  in  the  boat  to  the  har- 
bour :  and  being  now  fo  weak  as  to  be  fcarcely  able 
to  Hand,  was  faftened  upon  the  governor's  horfe,  and 
condufted  to  his  houfe  •,  the  road  to  which  was  ex- 
ireamly  rocky  and  uneven. 

The  governor  welcomed  him  with  all  the  figns  of 
joy  imaginable,  and  would  have  perfuadcd  him  to 
lodge  in  his  houfe ;  but  this  honour,  as  it  was  term- 
ed, had  been  earneftly  foliciced  by  Singore  Gumms, 
the  fon  of  a  former  governor,  who  frequently  attend- 
ed him  while  he  was  confined  among  the  rocks,  and 
had  treated  him  with  the  utmoft  care  and  affeftion. 
Mr.  Roberts  therefore  excufed  himfelf  as  handfomely 
.^^  lu'  was  able  ;  and  after  having  ftaid  fome  hours  at 
ih;'  governor's  houfe,  he  was  conduced  to  the  cot- 
c  >vv'  ^jf  his  friend  Singore  Gumms,  where  he  was  re- 
.  :'.\'cd  with  Joy,  and  provided  for  with  the  utmoft 

v'       Iwcry  clay  fome  of  the  inhabitants  came  to 

,.   Iilin,    bringing  fowls,    banana-cakes,  pompions, 

'ons,  &:c.     He  was  alfo  vifited  by  the  Ro- 

milli 
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mUb  prieft  of  the  iQand ;  who  had  Ukewife  been  very 
defirous  of  having  him  at  his  houfe.  Mr.  Roberts 
was  no  (boner  able  to  walk  abroad,  than  he  returned 
thefe  vifits ;  and  on  his  recovering  his  ftrength,  he 
frequently  went  with  the  natives  to  hunt  wild  goats : 
but  oftener  attended  them,  in  fifhing,  on  account  of 
its  being  lefs  fatiguing ;  on  which  occafion,  they  car* 
ried  with  them  calabaflies  of  frefh  water,  with  a  num- 
ber of  pompions,  bananas,  and  other  fruit  for  food. 
As  to  their  hunting,  the  governor  having  the  fole 
privilege  of  killing  the  wild  goats,  none  dare  hunt 
without  his  confent.  This  was  a  law  made  by  the 
Fortuguefe  when  they  peopled  thefe  iflands  from  the 
coaft  of  Africa,  in  order  to  prevent  the  breed  being 
entirely  deftroyed. 

This  is  one  of  the  principal  privileges  enjoyed  by 
the  governor ;  who  is  alio  the  only  magiftrace,  and 
decides  the  little  diflferences  that  fometimes  happen 
among  the  people.  Upon  their  not  fubmitting  to  his 
decifion,  he  confines  them  till  they  do,  in  an  open 
place,  walled  round  like  a  pond  v  but  inftead  of  a 
gate,  they  generally  lay  only  a  ftick  acrofs  the  en- 
trance, and  thofe  innocent  people  will  (lay  there  with- 
out attempting  to  get  out,  except  when  overcome 
with  paflion,  they  rufh  out  in  a  rage :  but  thefe  are 
ibon  caught  again,  tied  hand  and  foot,  and  a  fentinel 
fet  to  watch  them,  till  they  agree  with  their  antago- 
nift,  aflc  the  governor's  pardon  for  breaking  out  of 
his  prifon,  and  have  remained  there  as  long  as  he 
thinks  they  have  deferved.  Nay,  if  one  kills  another, 
which  hardly  happens  in  an  age,  the  governor  can 
only  confine  him  till  he  has  pacified  the  relations  of 
the  deceafed,  by  the  mediation  of  his  friends,  who 
are  bound  for  the  criminal's  appearance,  in  cafe  a 
judge  (hould  be  ever  fent  from  Portugal  to  execute 
juftice  :  but  imprifonmcnt  here  is  reckoned  fuch  a 
icandal,  that  it  is  as  much  dreaded  as  .Tyburn  is  by 
the  criminals  in  England. 

The 
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The  natives^  irho  are  the  moft  ignorant  and  fuper- 
fiitious,  4s  well  lis  the  moft  innocent,  harmlefs,  and 
friendly  of  all  the  Cape  de  Verde  iflands,  wear  in 
common  only  a  little  flip  of  cotton  faftened  to  a 
firing  before,  which  pafling  between,  the  thighs,  is 
tied  to  the  fame  ftring  behind  :  but  their  full  drefs  is 
alio  a  piece  of  cotton  cloth,  which  the  men  hang  over 
their  (houlders  and  wrap  round  their  waifts ;  while 
the  women  put  it  over  their  heads,  and  then  wrap  it 
about  their  bodies :  and  on  both  of  them  ;t  extends 
to  the  calf  of  the  leg  or  lower-  This  cloth  they  fpin 
and  weave  themfelves. 

The  pricft,  who  was  a  negroe,  and  very  ignorant, 
fays  mafs,  baptizes,  and  bqries  the  dead ;  but  the 
natives  have  intermixed  with  thefe  rites  fome  of  their 
heathenifh  cuftoms. 

This  iQand,  which  is  named  St.  John's^  is  (ituated 
in  15**  25'  north  latitude,  and  7*^  2'  weft  from  Cape 
de  Verde;  and  though  very  high  and  rocky,  yet  ly- 
ing near  St.  Philips',  appears  in  comparifon  of  that 
to  be  low.  It  has  more  falt-pctre  than  any  of  the 
Cape  de  Verde  illands ;  and  the  governor  offered  to 
procure  Mr.  Roberts  a  cargo  fufRcient  to  load  with  it 
a  larger  Hoop  than  that  he  had  loft.  It  grows  in  fe- 
vcral  caves  there,  covering  all  the-  fides  like  a  hoar- 
froll ;  anvi  in  fonic  hollow  rocks,  like  ificles,  as  thick 
as  a  aun*s  thumb.  Our  author  gives  very  ftrong  rea- 
fons  to  believe  that  this  ifland  alio  abounds  with  cop- 
per and  gold  ;  and  formerly  great  quantities  of  am- 
bergreafc  were  found  fioaiing  in  the  fca. 

Mr.  Roberts  endeavoured  to  perfuade  the  gover- 
nor to  let  Jiim  repair  his  old  boat,  and  to  go  over 
Nvith  it  to  the  ifland  of  St.  Philip;  but  he  thinking 
it  too  fnull  and  crazy,  denied  hh  rcqueft :  yet  pro- 
pojcd  his  building  another,  and  promiled  to  afilft  iiim 
in  the  work  by  the  labour  of  all  the  men  in  the 
ilhr.d,  if  he  would  make  it  large  enough  to  fail  in 
without  danger.  This  proix)fal  Mr.  Roberts  gladly 
accepted  i  and  having  faved  a  great  number  of  nails 

and 
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and  pieces  of  iron,  while  confined  among  the  rocks, 
out  of  the  pieces  of  the  wreck  brought  afhore  by  the 
natives,  the  boat  was  begun.  He  dreaded  that  he 
Ihould  never  be  able  to  finifh  it ;  but  having  feen  fe- 
veral  built  from  firft  to  laft,  his  defire  to  return  to 
England  made  him  exert  all  his  abilities ;  and  the 
work  was  compleated :  for  thefe  friendly  people 
hewed  down  the  trees,  and  chopped  them  into  boards 
and  timbers :  he  afterwards  caulked  his  little  veflel 
with  oakum,  made  of  fome  pieces  of  old  ropes,  and 
with  cdtcon  and  mofs :  he  cafed  the  bottom  with 
tallow  mixed  with  afles  'dung  burnt  to  affies ;  the 
governor  generoufly  ordering  a  general  hunting- 
match  to  procure  him  the  fat  of  goats,  and  alfo  kill- 
ing a  cow  for  that  purpofe  :  of  an  old  piece  of  can- 
vas he  made  a  jib-fail.  The  boat  was  launched  by 
the  afliftance  of  the  natives  ;  and  a  fmall  anchor  and 
hawfer  were  got  up,  which  had  been  left  with  a  buoy- 
in  the  road  by  a  Portuguefe  veflel,  before  his  coming 
to  the  ifland. 

Every  thing  being  thus  finifhed,  he  was  plentifully 
fupplied  with  beef,  goats  flefh,  maize  nour,  and 
fruit ;  and  having  paflcd  four  or  five  days  with  the 
governor  and  the  inhabitants,  who  defined  no  other 
reward  but  that  he  would  fpeak  well  of  them  to  his 
,  countrymen,  which  might  induce  fome  EngUfli  fhips 
to  trade  with  them,  he  took  his  leave  :  and  going  on 
board  with  his  boy,  and  two  negroc  mariners  who 
came  to  the  ifland  in  his  floop,  and  belonged  to  St. 
•  Nicholas,  with  three  of  the  natives,  he  fet  fail,  leav- 
ing Mr.  Franklin,  the  Welchman,  who  chofc  to  con- 
tinue at  St.  John's. 

The  fa.iie  evening  Mr.  Roberts  reached  St.  Phi- 
lip's, and  landing  the  next  morning,  was  treated  there 
too  with  great  kindnefs.  Captain  Thome  Santee, 
who  had  the  title  of  Procurador  of  St.  John's,  want- 
ed to  go  to  that  ifland  ^  and  informed  him,  that  if  he 
would  have  any  thing  done  to  his  boat,  there  were 
two  negroes  at  St.  Philip's,  who  had  been  educated 

ac 
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::  :r-c  r  rrncr.  :z±rr*  ::f  cnecra*  md  taken  fiom  rhtnct 
Z2  Na*"iis*  :a  .^cz:i  'ne  .ur  :r: hip-building.  Thdewerc 
:cnc  rbr:  an  J.  Mr.  ^.^Ters  promifing,  that  if  he 
could  fina  -10  :tiicr  7:c::tc'-i  ^r  returning  to  Europe, 
he  would  \i:z  -n-iTi  :n  here  :*;ar  the  place  of  their 
bir:h  on  che  :cj.it  .f  .iir:  :2,  :nc7  joyruUy  agreed  to 
make  tbtne  ii:srir.cr-s,  vun  x  was  thought  would 
render  :rie  "-car  r.ors  :.::-:ncL::ous  :  and  there  being 
no  rinr.ber  it  ir.  Phiiir*  '.:i7z^  ncugh  for  that  purpoic, 
they  'nmented  :o  -rirjrrr  viji  iili:  :o  St.  John's.  Cap- 
tain IhonTiC  iilb  prv'-iiie'i  )n  a  Trrdth  to  go  with 
:nem,  in  ».jrder  co  lend  iis  ^iliLriinc*.  Beiide  thefe,  Mr, 
Rcberrs  took  :n  ibme  }ther  p:uiengcrs,  who  paid  him 
ten  ootron  r.loth.i  rhr  :.':e:r  puiEic^^,  luch  as  they  wear 
to  cc.v.*r  :ht!rn  from  lieiid  dj  rccc  j  and  of  this  doth 
he  made  i  rorelliil. 

The  \\\o.nd  of  Sr.  FKi'ip,  alio  called  the  iflandof 
Fogo,  or  I'.:';,  U  about  i'c/er.  'eogues  from  St.  John's; 


it  ii  fituate.i  in  \  5°  20'  north  Lir.cude,   and  6^  54' w€ 
from  Caj.r  dc  Verde  •,  and  nrceiv;;d  its  name  from  i 


weft 
its 


pear*;  like  a  contifiii^d  ri-iOurtiin  \:r^  to  the  top.  In 
I'ailing  by  it  no  valleys  are  :o  be  Iten,  they  fceming 
only  gutter*;  made  by  the  i:rein:5  of  rain  running 
down  the  mountain. 

The  peak  is  a  terrible  volcano,  which  calls  forth 
rocks  of  an  amazing  lizc  to  a  varl  h.  i^ht :  thefe  make 
fuch  a  noifc  by  their  fall,  and  their  b.  caking  and  roll- 
in;^  ilowru  ih:ir  our  auihor  has  iieard  them  in  calm 
Wf.ui)rr  ai  cii'ht  or  nine  Icaixucs  diftance-,  and  when 
t!:ry  ;nr  l)|c)wn  up,  you  11. ay  hear  a  report  like  a  great 
gun,  or  raihrr  tluintlcr.  In  the  night-time  Mr.  Ro- 
berts !\.is  It-rn  ihe  Itoncs  rolling  down  the  peak  all  of 
a  flame  *,  aiul  lie  was  told  by  the  inhabitants,  that 
Haming  brindlo!ie  lometimes  pours  from  the  peak 
like  a  torrent  of  water  :  after  v/hich  they  can  gather 
what  quantity  they  pleafc.     Some  pieces  of  it  they 
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ihewcd  Mr.  Roberts :  it  is  like  common  brimftone, 
but  of  a  much  brighter  colour ;  and  on  being  burnt, 
gives  ^  clearer  flame.  At  other  times,  this  volcano 
cafts  forth  fuch  a  quantity  of  afhes  mixed  with  cin- 
ders, that  the  adjacent  parts  are  covered,  and  fomc 
of  the  goats  fmothered  by  them. 

This  ifland  has  no  running  brooks  ^  and  in  fome 
pbces  the  inhabitants  are  obliged  to  go  fix  or  feven 
miles  for  frcfti  water:  yet  notwithftanding  this,  it 
produces  great  quantities  of  pompions,  water-melons, 
feftoons,  and  maize ;  but  no  bananas  and  plantains^ 
and  hardly  any  fruit-trees,  excepting  wild-figs :  how- 
ever, in  fomc  of  their  gardens  they  have  guava  trees, 
oranges,  lemons  and  limes.  They  have  alfo  fome 
good  vineyards,  of  which  a  fmall  quantity  of  wine  is 
made ',  but  is  generally  all  drank  before  it  has  done 
fermenting* 

The  ifland  was  originally  inhabited  by  the  Portu- 
guefe,  to  whom  the  king  gave  the  land.  Thcfc 
brought  negroe  (laves  with  them^  and  ftockcd  the 
country  with  cows,  aflts,  hories,  and  hogs ;  the  king 
fending  goats,  whidh  run  wild  on  the  mountains. 
Hence  the  profit  of  their  fkins  is  relcrved  to  the  crown; 
and  he  who  has  the  management  of  this  revenue  is 
called  Captain  of  the  Mountains,  none  daring  to  kill 
any  of  them  without  his  licence.  It  is  cuftomary  here, 
and  at  all  the  other  iflands,  for  every  perfon  at  his 
death  to  give  freedom  to  his  blacks.  Thefe  are  now 
the  principal  inhabitants,  there  being  an  hundred  ne- 
groes on  the  ifland  to  one  of  the  whites.  They  make 
cotton  cloths  for  cloathing  •,  and  breed  mules,  which 
triey  UtW  to  other  nations.  All  the  inhabitants  are 
Roman  Catholics  -,  but  mingle  wich  chat  religion  fome 
pagan  fuperfticions.  Moft  of  the  whites  live  with 
the  governor  in  the  town  of  St.  1  hilip;  and  have,  ac 
the  lame  time,  courury-houfcs  on  that  part  of  ihcir 
cftates  which  they  keep  in  their  own  hands,  and  ma- 
nage by  their  (laves.     Thcfe  fupply  them  with  food ; 
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and  the  rents  of  the  plantations  let  to  the  blacks,  arc 
paid  them  in  cotton  cloth. 

The  day  after  Mr.  Roberts  weighed  from  this 
idand,  he  lanued  at  St.  John's,  to  the  great  fatisfac- 
tion  of  all  t'le  paiTengrrs,  as  well  as  the  natives  of 
that  ifland,  and  clbccially  thofc  who  accompanied  him 
in  the  voyage :  thefc  did  not  fail  to  brag  of  ir,  more 
perhaps  than  an  Englilli  raw  fuilor  would  of  his  firft 
voy:^ge  to  zh^  Eall  Indies.  Mr.  Roberts  met  with 
the  lame  kind  benaviour  from  the  governor  and  peo- 
ple as  b-forc,;  am  tlie  n-jgroe  carpenters  being  fct  to 
work,  t  very  one  endcavoiin-d  to  afllfl:  them. 

In  about  two  months  the  boat  was  compleated,  and 
ren^iercd  ilronfycr  and  more  commodious  than  before. 
Cap:ain  Thome  had  by  that  time  finilhed  his  bufinefs 
there,  and  therefore  Mr.  Roberts  let  fail  with  him, 
together  v.  ith  three  inhabitants  of  Et.  Philip's,  and 
the  two  carpenters  •,  and  havinjj:  fjt  them  on  fliore  on 
the  laic  mentioned  iilantl,  failed  to  St.  Jago.  He 
afterward  traJcd  f  ^r  fome  time  with  the  different 
iil.mds,  Ccirrying  p'0\i!ions  to  Mayo,  where  the  peo- 
ple kiii'.'.wi  L;r-^.'.[!y  by  ranniie,  anJ  loading  there  and 
at  lIo!M\'::la  \\\il\  fait:  lili  at  length,  being  at  St. 
Niv'liolas's,  Ills  l\.\ii,  while  he  was  on  (bore,  was 
llavcd  to  pii^jcs  on  liic  rocks.  He  however  met  v;ith 
a  very  k::\d  treatment  Uo:w  tlie  inhabitants,  and  fold 
tile  [vcc-'s  of  t!ie  ix).u  t:;ar  were  faved  for  i  2  collars. 

Willi-:  Mr.  RL'ber:-;  was  there,  an  Englifh  veflcl 
arrived,  Cv>;p.:na:Hicd  :>y  Mr.  Haribot ;  who  propofed 
iif  t\\\\v  iiir.oin:;  i!:l*  i:]an.:s  for  cloths  and  then  to 
pvj.  v-.\l  t )  i^.u- Mvi  •0'?.  At  that  gentleman's  defircr, 
c;.r  .jic'y'»r  '•o;^.iV''u\l  to  /..I'.tl  Iiim  in  this  trade ;  and, 
ill  Ti.  Li::.,  ::j  \  ltv  :c".d:lv  ^.o-iclU  to  eive  him  and  his 
I  r:!;.'  f>»,,  u!i.>  .1";;;  dtd  rrii  fro:v.  lilanJ  to  inland, 
t.'v.'ir  \:.\'S.\:*j.  li;,v:r..;  .■.ci:ih'rd  fom  thence,  they 
prvK\i  J.,,i  I  ^  Bo-u  \*i;li;  irorn  therjce  to  fvlayo,  and 
t'i-n  il .-  :.:•.!  :v)  I'ri-.a  i\\iva  iu  ti.e  ill;"d  of  Sc.  I.^iro, 
\\:iL.c::. 'V    fouri!.;   an  E ::-..; iih   ihip  taiehred   bv  the 
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Poituguefe  merchants,  which  had  come  laden  with 
flaves,  wax,  and  elephants  teeth  from  the  coaft  of 
Guinea :  fhe  had  buried  the  greateft  part  of  her 
crew,  and  was  bound  to  Lifbon.  This  veffcrl,  be- 
fide  being  weakly  manned,  was  in  a  very  crazy  con- 
dition ;  whence  Mr,  Durell,  the  captain,  who  had 
juft  recovered  from  a  dangerous  fit  of  ficknefs,  was 
very  foUicitous  to  perfuade  Mr.  Roberts  to  fail  with 
him,  and  aflTifl:  him  in  taking  care  of  the  (hip :  and  to 
this  Mr.  Roberts  confented. 

[Thefe  iflands,  which  the  Portuguefc  call  llhas 
Verde,  and  the  Dutch,  Salt  Iflands ;  lie  direftly  op- 
pofite  to  Cape  de  Verde  :  yet  fo  that  the  neareft:  of 
them  is  feventy,  and  the  moft  remote  one  hundred 
and  fixty  leagues  dift:ant  from  the  continent.  They 
are  in  all  ten  •,  extending  from  the  15**  to  the  19^  of 
north  latitude.  The  Portuguefc  have  given  them  the 
name  of  Green  Iflands,  either  from  the  cape,  or  elfc 
fi-om  a  certain  green  weed,  called  by  them  Sargaflb, 
which  is  like  our  water-creflcs  -,  of  which  fuch  prodi- 
gious quantities  float  upon  the  furface  of  the  fea, 
from  the  20^  to  the  24**,  that  without  a  ftrong  gale, 
Ihips  are  fometimes  ftopped  in  their  pafl&ge :  but 
what  is  moft  furprifing  is,  that  the  fea  having  no  bot- 
tom here,  and  this  herb  not  being  feen  in  any  other 
part  of  the  fea,  at  leaft  not  within  1 50  leagues  of 
the  African  fliore,  how  fliould  this  verdure  come  to 
this  particular  track  ?  Some  allege,  that  it  is  waflied 
from  the  rocks  in  the  Weft  Indies,  and  forced  thither 
by  the  winds  •,  but  as  the  north-eaft  winds  reign  here 
all  the  year  round,  there  is  but  little  probability  in 
this  opinion. 

When  thefe  iflands  were  firft  difcovered  by  the 
Portuguefc,  they  were  without  inhabitants  ;  but  now 
produce  rice,  millet,  Turkey-wheat,  oranges,  ci- 
trons>  bananas,  ananas,  potatoes,  melons,  citruls,  cu« 
cumbers,  figs,  and  raifins,  twice  a  year.  The  con- 
fiderable  quantity  of  fait  thefe  iflands  produce,  has 
made  the  Dutch  give  them  the  name  of  the  Salt 
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lOMdc  The  Portiigucfe  have  alfo  taken  care  » 
ftodOhefe  illands  with  all  forts  of  tame  and  wildfowl; 
vUeh^are  muhiplicd  at  fuch  a  rate,  that  they  may 
be  bad  almofl:  (or  nothing.  Rabbits  are  here  in  vaft 
nuiillaers,  and  the  fea  furnifhes  them  with  incnxiibic 
ftoteof  filh;  which  is  the  rr.i!bn  you  fee  here  at  aU 
timei  »  confiderablc  number  of  Portuguefe  filhcr- 
boMS,  who  carry  what  they  catch  to  BraHI.  Thcfc 
iflBtida  are  extreaimly  cooimoiiious  for  fuch  Ibips  as 
trade  to  the  Indies ;  inalmuch  as  going  thither,  they 
take  in  refrefhmcnts,  at  a  very  eajy  race,  in  the  iflind 
of  Mayo ;  and,  in  their  return,  at  that  ot'  St.  An- 
"  thony,  the  Forcuguel'e  inhabitants  being  not  in  a  con- 
dldoo  to  prevent  it.  The  iile  of  Jjgo,  as  it  is  the 
chief,  fo  there  tlic  governor  and  the  archbilliop  keep 
their  ordinary  rcfidcnce;  tiie  fpiritual  jurifdi^tion  of  the 
laft  extends  not  only  over  thele  illands,  but  ajfo  over 
aU  the  African  coaft,  as  far  as  it  is  in  the  pofTeffion  of  , 
the  Pwtuguefe.] 

This  iiland  o(  St.  J^go,  or  St.  James,  which  loofc 
its  name  from  its  being  difcovered  on  the  ift  of  May, 
the  feftiviil  of  that  !ainc,  is  fitujtcd  in  15"  north  lati- 
tude* and  6**  5'  longitude  ^m  Cape  de  Vcrdc  s  and 
was  not  only  the  Bffl  of  thefe  ilknds  inhabited  bf 
tlie  Fort'jguefe,  but  is  the  largeft  and  moftfivitM 
of  them  alL  The  inhabitants,  who  are  about  thne 
wliites  to  40  blacks,  pay  no  tax  to  the  crown^  TOl 
iOand  has  plenty  oi  water,  and  many  valleys }  aat 
ns  it  aSbrds  good  pafture,  it  abounds  with  catsle  aoi 
variety  of  fowl.  The  cajntalof  the  iflhnd  is  Ribdn 
(-irande,  whrjt  the  governor,  Oriodore,  and  hiflyip 
refide.  Moft  of  the  priefb  among  thefe  tOiindi,  tft 
alfo  thofe  lent  to  Guinea,  arc  negroes.  There  afe 
four  other  towns  in  the  iHand,  which  are  St.  Jag|ii». 
St.  Domingo,  St.  Domingo  Abaceu,  and  Braya;  nil 
laft  is  the  mofl  noted  port  in  the  iQand. 

Bona  Vifta,  or  Good  Sight,  fo  named  from  its  bfr 
ing  the  firft  of  the  Cape  de  Verde  illands  difcovtted 
by  the  Fortugudct  >s  fituated  in  16"  10'  oortfa  lid^ 
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tudc,  and  in  5*^  14''  weft  longitude  from  Cape  de 
Verde.  The  ifland  is  moftly  low  land,  with  fomc 
rocky  mountains  and  fandy  hills.  It  produces  great 
quantities  of  indigo,  and  more  cotton  than  all  the 
Cape  de  Verde  iflands  befide ;  yet  there  is  not  one  of 
them  where  there  are  fewer  cotton  cloths  to  be  fold  : 
for  the  inhabitants  will  neither  gather  the  cotton  till 
a  (hip  is  arrived  to  buy  it,  nor  will  the  women  fpin 
till  they  want  it.  When  our  author  was  there,  moft 
of  the  cattle  had  died  by  a  famine ;  the  natives  had 
however  tame  goats,  and  lived  on  their  milk :  they 
alfo  fed  on  fifli  and  turtle.  And  the  Englilb,  who 
often  came  there  to  take  in  a  lading  of  fait,  hired 
afies  and  men  to  bring  dewn  the  fait  to  the  fea ;  for 
which  they  paid  them  in  bilcuit,  flour,  or  old  cloaths. 
They  ufed  alfo  to  have  a  pretty  good  trade  for  horfes 
and  aflfe  •,  which  arc?  the  belt  of  all  that  are  upon  the 
Cape  de  Verde  iflands.  Raw  filk  is  much  coveted  by 
them,  for  working  the  bofoms  of  their  fliirts,  (hifts, 
caps,  and  womcns  w^iftcoats. 

The  men  generally  wear  the  European  drefs,  and 
moft  of  them  have  fuits  of  cloaths  bought  of  the  Eng- 
iifli,  and  have  learnt  to  make  cotton  cloths  to  imitate 
the  European  fafliion.  The  women  wear  one,  two, 
or  three  cotton  cloths  wrapped  about  them  like  petti- 
coats, and  tied  on  with  a  girdle  above  the  hips,  and 
fometimes  without  a  girdle.  Their  ftiifcs  are  made 
like  a  man's  fi^irt,  but  fo  fliort  as  not  to  reach  the 
girdle  :  the  writtbands,  collar,  and  neck  of  the  young 
people  of  fome  rank,  are  wrought  in  figures,  with 
needle-work  of  filk  in  fcveral  colours  •,  but  the  old 
and  the  poor  have  theirs  worked  with  blue  cotton 
thread.  Over  their  fliifcs  they  wear  a  waiftcoat,  with 
fleeves  to  button  at  the  arms,  not  above  four  inches 
deep  in  the  back  parr,  but  long  enoughi)efore  to  tie 
with  ft  rings  under  their  breafts.  Over  all  they  wear 
a  cotton  cloth  in  the  manner  of  a  mantle:  tliofe  of 
the  married  women  are  generally  blue,  and  tlie  darker 
the  colour  the  richer  it  is  reckoned  -,  but  the  maidens, 
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and  gay  young  wives  or  widows,  wear  blue  and  wbice, 
feme  fpotied,  and  fome  figured.  They  wear  neither 
ilioes  nor  ftockings,  except  on  holidays ;  and,  indeed, 
ac  other  times,  the  women  generally  wear  only  a  fmall 
cotton  cloth  wrapped  round  their  waift,  and  the  men 
^a  ra'^rsted  pair  of  breeches  :  to  which,  if  there  be  but 
a  waiftband,  and  a  piece  hanging  to  it  before,  to  hide 
what  modcfty  teaches  them  to  conceal,  they  think 
it  fufficient  The  people  of  Bona  Vifta  are  fond  of 
the  Englifh,  and  moft  of  them  can  fpeak  a  little  of 
the  Englilh  tongue. 

The  ifle  of  Sal,  which  is  the  windermoft  of  all  the 
Cape  de  W-rde  iflands,  lies  in  17"  north  latitude,  and 
in  5^  1 8'  weft  longitude  from  the  Ca|.  e  dc  Verde. 
It  is  moftly  low  land,  having  only  five  hills.  This 
ifland  formerly  abounded  with  goats,  cows  and  affcsi 
bi't  was  deferted  for  want  of  rain.  There  are  abun- 
dance of  land  crabs  about  the  ifland  y  and  the  fca 
abounds  with  many  forts  of  fifli. 

The  ifle  of  Mayo,  or  May,  took  its  name  from  its 
being  difcovcred  on  the  hrft  cf  that  month.  There 
grows  on  tliis  ifland,  as  well  as  on  moft  of  the  ochers, 
and  particularly  at  Bona  Vifta,  a  kind  of  vegetable 
fc-Mie-,  whiJi  fhoots  in  ftems,  and  forms  fomething 
like  the  head  of  a  collrlower  :  it  is  extreamly  porous, 
and  of  a  gr.-yifli  colour  The  inhabitants,  who 
airjount  to  about  2CO,  are  not  k)  well  affected  to  the 
Englifli  as  thcf--  of  Bona  Vifta  •,  but  they  have  mere 
cows,  and  thde  arc  jreneia'ily  the  beft  and  fattefton 
the  Cape  de  Verde  illani^is  :  they  have  alio  moft  of 
them  g-^ars.  They  have  more  cotton  than  they  can 
iiie  ;  but  are  fo  kzy  rfut  hdf  of  it  is  loft  for  want  of 
gathering. 

1  he  ifland  of  Sr.  Nicholas  is  the  longcft  of  all 
the  Cape  de  Verde  iflands,  except  St.  Jago,  and  is 
fituated  in  16^  45'  north  latitude,  and  6*^  52'  weft 
longitude  from  Cape  dc  Verde.  The  ifland  is  moftly 
hign  land.  It  is  fruitful  in  maize  -,  and  the  inhabi- 
tants have  vineyards,   of  which  they  make  a  tartifli 
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fort  of  wine.  There  is  here  likewife  a  dragon-tree ; 
from  which  flows  gum-dragon.  The  natives  make 
the  bed  cloths  and  cotton  quilts  of  all  the  iflands  : 
thefe  are  too  good  for  the  Guinea  trade,  but  fit  for 
that  of  BraQl.  They  make  them  up  in  cloaths  as 
neatly  as  our  common  country  ti^ylors ;  and  will 
make  buttons  to  imitate  almofl:  any  pattern  :  they 
knit  cotton  ftockings,  tan  cow-hides,  and  gOat-(kins, 
and  make  tolerable  good  flioes.  Their  women  are 
by  far  the  moft  houfewifely  and  ingenious  with  their 
needles  of  any  of  the  iQands ;  and  Ihe  who  does  not 
appear  with  a  worked  cap,  like  thofe  worn  at  Bona 
Vifta,  is  thought  very  idle.  The  people  fpeak  the 
bed  Portugueftf ;  and  are  the  cxafteft  Roman  Catho- 
lics of  any  of  the  iflands. 

The  iflc  of  Branca  is  only  a  high  fl:eep  rock,  where 
the  St.  Nicholas  men  come  to  catch  fi(h. 

St.  Lucia  is  about  three  or  four  leagues  to  the 
weftward  of  St.  Nicholas  :  it  has  fome  goats  and  afles;, 
but  neither  inhabitants  nor  water. 

St.  Vincent  is  alfo  uninhabited  ;  but  on  the  north- 
wefl:  fide  is  a  good  bay,  called  Porto  Grande,  where 
fhips  may  have  both  wood  and  water,  and  ^Ifo  wild 
goats  for  taking  the  pains  to  ftioot  thtm.  Here  alfo 
^re  many  affcs  •,  and  as  great  a  plenty  of  nitre  as  ii\ 
the  ifland  of  St.  John.  There  are  more  turtle  and 
fifli  caught  at  this  ifland,  than  at  all  the  other  Cape 
de  Verde  iflands. 

The  ifland  of  St.  Antonio  is  fituated  in  ly^  19' 
north  latitude,  8^  2  weft  longitude  from  Cape  de 
Verde.  It  is  little  inferior  in  height  to  St.  Philip's ; 
and  confidering  the  loftinefs  of  the  mountains,  and 
the  lowncfs  of  the  valleys,  it  contains  as  much  ground 
as  St.  Jago.  It  has  many  brooks  of  frefti  water, 
that  render  the  valleys  through  which  they  run  as  fer- 
tile as  any  of  the  Cape  de  Verde  iflands.  The  moun- 
.' tains  abound  with  goats  •,  and  on  one  of  them  is  found 
a  ftone,  called  by  the  natives  a  topaz  :  but  whether 
k  be  the  true  topaz  or  nor,  Mr.  Roberts  acknow- 
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leges  himfelf  not  to  be  a  judge.  In  this  ifland  are 
likcvviir  pro.iiKed  great  quantities  of  gum-dragon, 
and  aDunCiinccr  of  indigo ;  which  is  cultivated  here 
viih  great  care,  ^  are  Mo  large  plantations  of  cot- 
ton. J  he  natives  are  almoft  as  innocent  and  humane 
as  thole  of  St.  John's.  There  arc  computed  to  be 
2500  fouls  on  ihe  iOand,  four-fifths  of  which  number 
are  mide  up  by  the  flaves ;  who,  like  the  free  ne- 
groes, have  plantations,  houfcs  and  wives  :  and  they 
cultivate  fome  of  the  bcft  places  for  couon,  indigo, 
&c.  which  are  well  worked  up  by  thefe  flaves,  and 
managed  by  a  fteward  placed  there  by  a  Portuguefe 
merchant,  who  is  proprietor  of  the  ifland. 

It  is  now  time  to  return  to  the  voyage.  Mr. 
Roberts  fet  fail  with  captain  Durdl;  but  they  had 
hardly  left  St.  Jago,  when  the  leaks  they  had  at- 
tempted to  (top  at  that  ifland  broke  out  afiielh,  and 
were  continually  increaflng :  to  add  to  this  misfor- 
tune, the  crew  were  a  fet  of  the  mod  profligate  fel- 
lows, that  would  fcarcely  fubmit  to  the  lead  difd- 
plinc,  or  obey  any  orders.  Being  in  danger  of  fink- 
ing, and  the  trade  winds  not  permitting  them  to  re- 
turn to  the  Cape  de  Verde  iflands,  it  was  at  laft  rc^ 
fcjivcJ  lo  freer  to  BarbaJoes  and  that  ifland  they  hap- 
pily reached,  entering  Carlifie  bay  on  Chriftmas-day, 
1724,  where  the  vclfel  being  hove  down,  was  iheath- 
ed.  7  hey  ftaid  about  three  months  in  that  ifland, 
and  then  iViiled  to  Lifbon  •,  when  Mr.  Roberts  took 
the  firlV  opportunity  of  a  paflage  to  London,  where 
he  arrived  in  the  latter  end  of  June,  1725, 
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AS  I  had  eaiiy  felt  an  ardent  defire  to  travel,  the 
reader  may  imagine  that  I  was  filled  with  a 
tranipoit  of  joy,  when  I  was  told  by  tny  generous  pa- 
tron the  Baron  van  Krofick,  privy  counfellor  to  the 
late  king  of  PrufTia,  whom  I  had  the  honour  to  ferve 
in  the  quality  of  fecretary,  that  if  I  approved  of  it, 
he  would  fend  me  at  his  own  expence  to  refide  at  the 
Cape  of  Good  Hope :  in  order  to  make  proper  ob- 
iervations  of  the  appearance  of  the  heavenly  bodies 
on  that  fouthem  extremity  of  Africa.  With  the  high- 
eft  expreOions  of  gratitude  I  accepted  of  this  employ- 
ment, and  my  noble  patron  having  fettled  upon  me 
an  annual  falary,  I  prepared  for  my  voyage;  and, 
leaving  Berlin,  fet  out  for  Amfterdam,  where  I  em- 
barked on  board  the  Union,  one  of  the  Dutch  Eaft 
India  Ihips  that  then  lay  in  the  Texel. 

On  the  8th  of  January  1705,  the  Union  fct  fail 
with  eight  more  of  the  company's  (hips  bound  for 
the  Eaft  Indies  ;  and  on  the  13th  of  March  ftecring 
round  St.  Jago,  one  of  the  Cape  de  Verd  iflands,  we 
liad  a  diftind  view  of  the  rocks  and  mountains,  and 
of  the  fituation  and  extent  of  the  city  of  the  fame 
fiiune.  After  faluting  the  caftle  of  the  harbour  of 
7  Braya* 
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Braya  with  15  guns,  which  was  returned,  we  were  vi- 
fitcd  by  a  Portuguefe  gentleman,  accompanied  by  a 
negro  Romifli  pncft,  who  had  received  an  univcrficy 
education  at  Sr.  Jago,  and  ha  J  been  made  nrieil,  the 
better  to  promote  the  converfion  of  his  countrymen. 
They  were  liberally  entertained  ;  and  the  father,  be- 
fidc  other  things,  ate  at  leaft  two  pounds  of  Dutch 
chccfe,  and  drank  an  aftonifhing  quantify  of  brandy; 
after  which  he  fung,  danced,  and  performed  fo  many 
antic  tricks,  as  convinced  us  all,  that  ihouj^h  he  ap- 
peared a  very  indiftcrent  priell,  he  would  make  an 
excellent  harlequin.  At  parving,  the  fjther  invited 
Icvcral  of  us  to  take  a  dinner  with  him,  aiid  to  view 
what  he  called  his  fine  library.  1  his  invit.ition  was 
acccp:ed  -,  and  two  days  after  we  waited  on  him  at 
his  houfe,  where  he  received  and  entcrumed  us  hand- 
somely enough,  (hewing  us  his  library,  which  con- 
filtcd  of  a  body  of  the  civil  law,  (for  he  told  us  he 
was  adodor  of  laws)  lume  Popifn  legends,  and  a  few 
breviaries. 

On  the  1 8th  we  paid  a  vifit  to  the  povernor  of  the 
callic.  He  imruduci-d  us  to  his  lady,  who  w.i';  with 
fcvcral  women  in  h-  r  own  apartment,  and  received  us 
-with  much  civil. ty,  ga^e  us  L>read  of  Turkifh  wheat, 
butter  anj  ciicefc  •,  and  we  rtturnsrd  the  kindnefs,  by 
making  her  a  preient  of  a  paper  of  tobacco,  which  (he 
and  other  women  immediately  fmoaked  in  the  prefencc 
of  us  all. 

While  we  (l^id  at  Rraya  wc  had  iomc  thoughts  of 
taking  a  tiip  to  the  city  of  St  Jago;  bur  we  were 
pcriuiidcd  from  this  deli^n.  'J'hr  ways  weie  rcpre- 
fcntcd  as  ftccp  and  craagy,  and  the  ground  lb  hot 
and  p.irclied,  from  the  Icarcity  of  rain,  ihattheflaves 
fome:i:nes  periflvjd  in  tlie  way  wirh  thirft,  there  be- 
ing rarely  any  fuch  thing  as  water,  or  the  leaft  kind 
of  refrelhment  to  be  lound  upon  the  road.  In  the 
mean  t.me  the  fliips  wooded,  watered,  and  took  in 
freih  pnn'iiiuns,  together  wit!i  every  fort  of  fruit 
produced   at   St.  J:'.go,    which  were    lb    incredibly 
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cheap,  that  I  bought  a  hundred  fweet  oranges  for 
half  a  paper  of  pins  ;  and,  for  the  other  half,  five  fat 
fowls. 

On  the  19th  of  March  we  failed  from  the  harbour 
of  Braya.  After  fufFering  feveral  tempefts  of  thun- 
der and  lightning,  on  the  9th  of  April,  a  large  flalh, 
followed  by  a  nolle  like  that  of  the  report  of  a  cannon, 
llartled  all  on  board.  The  captain,  who  was  at 
breakfaft  in  the  cabin,  imagining  that  fomcrbody  had 
prefumed  to  difcharge  one  of  the  great  guns,  run  in 
a  rage  to  punilh  fuch  nifhnefs,  when  he  found  his 
foremaft  Ihattered  by  thunder ;  but  no  hurt  was  done 
to  any  on  board.  When  we  came  to  confider  the 
ri(k  of  the  powder-room,  in  which  we  had  3000 
quintals  of  that  dangerous  commodity,  every  man's 
heart  funk  within  him  i  and,  I  dare  fay,  felt  Ibme 
fenfations  of  gratitude  to  the  author  of  our  prefer- 
vation. 

On  the  !Oth  of  June  <ve  difcovered  the  Cape  of 
Good  Hope,  anJ  the  next  day  arrived  lofe  in  the  har- 
bour. Being  introduced  to  the  governor,  that  gen- 
tleman, on  light  of  my  recommendatory  letters, 
treated  me  in  a  very  friendly  and  affable  manner,  and 
fojn  afligncd  me  a  commodious  abode. 

Notwithltanding  the  Cape  of  Good  Flope  was  dif- 
covered fo  early  by  the  Portugucfe  as  the  year  1493, 
not  one  of  them  landed  till  1498,  when  the  Portu- 
gucfe admiral  Rio  d'Intantc  went  aOiore  in  his  voyage 
to  India  •,  and  on  his  return  gave  fuch  an  account  of 
the  advantages  of  the  place  to  Emanuel  king  of  i-'or- 
tugal,  that  it  was  relblved  to  form  a  fettlement  there : 
but  this  was  not  carried  into  execution.  At  length 
Francifco  d*Almacici,  viceroy  of  Brafil,  returning 
from  thence  with  a  fleet  for  Portugal,  took  his  courfe 
by  the  Cape  \  and  carting  anchor  there,  fcnt  a  party 
on  Ihorc  to  traffic  for  cattle  ;  but  they  were  repulfed 
by  the  natives,  and  driven  back  to  their  fhips.  Upon 
their  landino;  a  fecond  time  the  natives  attacked  the 
yortugucfe  with  fuch  fury,  th.it  75  of  them  v/ere  laid 
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dead  on  the  (horc,  among  whom  was  the  viceroy ; 
and  the  reft  fled  in  confufion  to  their  fhips. 

The  Portuguefe,  mortified  at  this  difgrace,  vowed 
revenge  -,  but  after  fmothering  it  for  two  or  three 
years,  a  fleet  for  the  Indies  landed  at  the  Cape ;  and 
the  Portuguefe  knowing  what  a  value  the  natives  fet 
on  brafs,  landed  a  large  brafs  cannon  loaded  with  fe- 
veral  heavy  balls,  and  to  the  mouth  faftened  two  long 
ropes.     The  Hottentots,  traniported  with  joy  ac  re- 
ceiving fo  large  a  piece  of  their  admired  metal,  laid 
hold  of  the  two  ropes  in  great  numbers,  as  they  weK 
direded,  in  order  to  drag  it  along :  thus  a  great  body 
of  them  extended  in  two  files  all  the  length  of  the 
ropes,  full  in  the  range  of  the  (hot,  when  tne  cannon 
being  fuddcnly  difcharged,   a   terrible  flaughter  was 
made  -,  and  thofe  who  eicaped  the  (hot,  fled  up  into 
the  country  in  the  wildcft  conlternation.     After  this 
cov.aid!/  cyploir,  the  Port'.Tguefe  ri-cmbarked  at  their 
fcifure -,  and  from  ch:\t  day  to  t'iiS  it  fecms  that  the 
Hottentots  have  conftantly  ciicadedboth  die  fight  and 
touch  of  fire-arms. 

It  docs  not  appear  that  any  Europeans  afterward 
landed  at  the  Cape  till  the  year  itoo*,  when  it  began 
to  be  vifited  by  the  Englifn,  Frer.cn,  and  Dutch,  m 
their  voyages  to  and  from  the  Ealt  Ir.d:-s  B'Jt  in 
1650,  a  Dutch  fleet  anchoring;  h:io\c  it,  Nlr.  Van 
Ricbeek,  a  furgeon  on  bciird,  cblerving  that  the 
country  was  wcl!  ftockcd  wiiii  vi\tiL*,  the  foil  rich, 
the  harbour  comniod'oiis,  and  the  peoi-le  traaablc, 
digefte  i  I  lis  obiLTvatioii-  -,  nnd  on  his  return  to  Hol- 
land laid  them  before  t;;.'  dircv.ors  of  the  India  com- 
pany ;  who,  after  a  gr:nd  coRfultarion,  rclolvcd  to 
attempt  a  fcttleivient  -Jt  tivj  Cape  without  lofs  of  time. 
Accordingly  fov.r  fhips  were  immediately  ordered  out 
on  that  dcfign,  with  all  the  materials,  initruments,  ar- 
tificers, and  otiier  hands  ncccflary  for  fuch  an  expedi- 
tion. The  furgeon  Van  Kicbeek  was  appointed  go- 
vernor and  commander  in  chief  of  the  intended  fetrle- 
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ment,  with  pawer  to  treat  with  the  Hottentots^  in 
what  manner  he  (hould  think  fit. 

With  thefe  four  (hips  Van  Riebeek  arrived  lafe  at 
the  Cape,  and  fo  captivated  the  natives  by  his  addrefs 
and  good  humour,  and  with  the  prefents  he  brought 
them  of  brafs  toys,  beads,  tobacco,  brandy,  &c.  tnat 
a  treaty  was  inftantly  concluded  *,  and  he  giving  the 
natives  toys  and  commodities  to  the  value  of  50,000 
guilders,  they  granted  the  Dutch  full  liberty  to  fettle 
there,  refigned  to  them  a  part  of  the  country  5  and  a 
trade  was  eftablilhed  with  them,  on  a  good  and  folid 
foundation. 

The  fettlement  being  firmly  eftabliflied,  increafed 
to  fuch  a  degree,  that  being  ftill  joined  by  other  fet- 
tlers,  the  Dutch  in  a  few  years  extended  themfclves  in 
new  colonies  along  the  coaft.  They  now  form  four 
principal  lettlements  :  The  firft  is  at  the  Cape,  where 
are  the  grand  forts,  and  the  capital  city,  called  alio 
the  Cape  -,  in  which,  and  its  neighbourhood,  are 
many  genteel  buildings,  with  all  forts  of  accommoda- 
tions :  the  fecond  is  the  Hellenbogilh ;  the  third, 
the  Drakenfton ;  and  the  fourth,  the  Waverifli  co- 
lony. The  company  have  likewife  provided  for  a 
future  increafc  of  people,  by  purchafing  all  the  tradt 
of  land  called  Terra  du  Natal,  lying  between  Mofam- 
bique  and  the  Cape ;  for  which  they  paid  in  toys, 
commodities,  and  utenfils,  to  the  value  of  30,000 
guilders :  fo  that  the  province  is  of  great  extent. 

The  greateft  part  of  the  country  about  the  Cape  is 
full  of  rocks  and  mountains,  which  long  after  the  dif- 
covery,  being  only  viewed  at  a  diftance,  were  con- 
fidered  as  barren :  but  their  fpacious  tops  are  covered 
with  rich  meadows,  every  where  enamelled  with  a 
variety  of  flowers  of  uncommon  beauty  and  fragrance, 
and  abound  with  delicious  fprings,  running  in  many 
ftreams  into  the  valleys.  Thefe  mountains  are  in 
clear  weather  feen  at  fea  at  the  diftance  of  fifteen 
leagues.  On  their  Ikirts  are  interfperfed  groves,  that 
afibrd  excellent  wood  for  the  joiners  and  turners.  The 
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phms  and  valleys  are  all  delightful  meadow-laixfsy 
where  nature  appears  with  fuch  a  profufibn  of  charmsr 
as  to  ravifti  the  eye  of  the  beholder.  Thty  every 
where  fmile,  and  are  adorned  with  beautiful  trees, 
plants,  and  flowers,  that  fill  the  air  with  the  Iweetcft 
odours  :  among  thefe  are  the  ak>e,  and  other  curious 
trees  and  herbs. 

The  foil  is  fo  rich,  as  to  be  capable  of  every  kind  ' 
of  culture ;  it  bears  all  forts  of  grain,  and  every  kind 
of  fruit-tree.  The  country  abounds  with  fait,  and  hot 
baths  of  mineral  waters,  that  have  been  found  falu- 
tary  in  many  difcafes.  The  regions  about  the  Cape 
are,  however,  fubjeft  to  boifterous  winds,  that  ge- 
nerally blow  from  the  fouth-eafl  while  the  fun  is  in 
the  fouihcrn  figns  j  and  from  the  north-weft,  while  in 
the  northern  figns.  Thefe  winds,  however,  though 
they  frequently  do  confidcrable  damage  to  the  trees 
and  corn,  are  of  fcrvice  in  purging  the  air,  and  con- 
tributing to  the  health  of  the  inhabitants;  who,  after 
a  calm  of  a  week  or  ten  clays,  generally  complain  of 
the  headach  and  other  diforders,  which  vanifh  when 
they  blow  again. 

The  Cape  Town,  which  extends  from  the  fea-fhore 
to  the  valley,  is  large  and  regularly  built,  containing 
fcveral  fpacious  ftreets  with  handfome  houfes,  which 
have  large  courts  in  the  front,  and  beautiful  gardens 
behind  them.  The  ftreets,  the  court-yards,  the 
houfes,  and  every  thing  in  them,  are  exrreamly  neat 
and  clean.  Tlie  houfes  arc  of  ftone  ;  but  moft  of 
them  are  only  one  ftory  high,  and  none  more  than 
two,  on  account  of  the  violence  of  the  eafterly  wind ; 
and  for  the  fame  rcafbn  moft  of  them  are  only  thatch- 
ed. Building  at  the  Cape  is  very  much  encouraged 
by  the  Dutch  Eaft  India  company  :  for  if  any  man 
has  a  mind  to  build  a  houfe,  whether  contiguous  to 
the  town  or  in  the  country,  he  has  ground  allotted 
him  gratis^  cxtenfive  enough  for  a  court- yard,  out- 
houfes,  garden,  &c. 

Tic 


the  CAPE  of  GOOD  HOPE.        38J 

The  cattle  is  a  very  ftrong  and  ftately  edifice,  of  a 
large  extent,  provided  with  all  manner  of  accommo- 
dacions  for  the  garriibn,  which  condtts  of  about  200 
foldiers.  It  covers  the  harbour,  and  is  an  excellent 
fortrefs.  The  fuperior  officers  of  the  company  have 
here  very  fpacious  and  beautiful  lodgings  -,  and  with- 
in are  the  company''s  ftore-noufcs,  which  are  large, 
handfome,  and  commodious. 

.  The  church  is  a  plain  neat  edifice,  built  of  ftone  ; 
but  both  the  body  and  fteeplc  are  thatched.  There  is 
an  hofpital  in  the  town  for  the  fick,  fituated  near  the 
company's  garden,  and  large  enough  to  accommodate 
feveral  hundred  patients.  Thofe  who  are  able  to  walk 
about  have  the  liberty  of  the  company's  garden,  from 
which  the  hofpital  is  furnifhcd  with  roots  and  herbs. 
This  garden  is  perhaps  the  moft  extraordinary  in  the 
world ;  it  contains  all  the  rich  fruits,  the  beautiful 
flowers,  and  moft  of  the  valuable  plants  that  are  pro- 
duced in  Afia,  Africa,  and  America. 

There  is  in  the  town  a  large  building  called  the 
Lodge,  for  the  ufe  of  the  company's  flaves,  who  are 
moftly  brought  from  Madagafcar.  It  is  divided  into 
two  wards,  one  for  the  lodging  of  each  fex,  and  pro- 
vided with  convenient  ftore-rooms,  with  a  large  room 
in  which  the  flaves  receive  and  eat  their  allowance, 
and  a  ftrong  prilon  wherein  the  drunken  and  difobe- 
dient  are  confined  and  punifhed.  It  has  decent  apart- 
ments for  ihe  officers  fet  over  the  flaves,  and  a  fchool 
for  the  negro  children. 

The  company  has  alfo  a  very  handfome  range  of 
ftables,  capable  of  containing  feveral  hundred  horfes ; 
and  a  great  number  of  fine  Perfian  horfes  are  kept 
there,  for  the  fervice  of  the  company  and  the  ufe  of 
the  governor ;  who  has  a  matter  of  the  horfe,  an  under 
matter,  a  fadler,  coachman,  and  grooms.  The  go- 
vernor's body  coachman  h  cfteerfted  a  confiderable 
perfon. 

Some  authors  have  reprefented  the  Hottentots  as  fo 
brutal,  as  to  be  in  a  manner  incapable  of  reflexion. 
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as  having  no  fenfe  of  religion,  nor  any  notion  (A 
order  or  decency,  and  fcarcely  poiTcflin^  the  leaft 
glimpfe  of  reufon  or  humanity :  but  this  is  far  from 
being  true.  Many  of  them  underiland  Dutch, 
French,  and  Portugutfe,  to  a  degree  of  perfection  y 
and  one  I  knew,  who  learnt  EngliQi  and  Portugucic 
in  a  very  (hort  time ;  and  having  conquered  the  habits 
of  pronunciation  contrafbed  from  his  native  language, 
was  laid  by  good  judges  to  underiland  and  (peak 
them  with  a  lurprifing  rcadinefs  and  propriety. 

They  are,  perhaps,,  the  moil  faithful  fervancs  in 
the  world.  I'he  Europeans  at  the  Cape  are  io  food 
of  them  in  this  capacity,  that  they  are  loth  to  part 
with  them.  I'hough  they  are  infinitely  fbnd  of  wine, 
brandy,  and  tobacco,  and  will  at  any  time  part  with 
the  moil  valuable  things  they  have  to  purchafc  them, 
yet  they  will  neither  diininilh  tlicm  themlelvcs,  nor 
fuffer  any  one  die  to  ciiminilli  the  Icall  drop  or  part 
of  thore  commcxiitics,  when  rhcy  aiv  committed  to 
their  trull.  It  is  lurprinnp;  to  I  .*e  the  care  and  fidelity 
with  which  thev  acjuic  th'rinteivcr,  on  thefe  occafions. 
They  are  even  cmr-Ioycd  by  tlie  Knropeans  in  affairs 
that  recjuire  jud-.^nient  and  eapiiciiy.  An  llottentot, 
named  Cloas,  ha:l  fiich  int.'p.rity  and  dilccrnment, 
that  he  was  often  entruUed  Lv  Mr.  Vander  SteL  the 
late  governor  at  the  Cape,  v.  ith  large  quantities  of 
wine,  brandy,  rice,  and  other  commodities,  and  di- 
refted  to  exciian2;e  iliem  for  cattle  among  the  Hot- 
tcntot  nations  at  a  great  ciiilance  t'rom  the  Cape,  at- 
tended by  a  guard  of  two  iirmc'd  men  of  the  gover- 
nor's own  ;x-ople.  lie  executed  his  commiflions  with 
addr^'Ti  and  reputation  ;  :\\:d  generally  returned  the 
governor  more  and  finer  cattle  tlian  the  commodities 
ho  carried  out  could  be  judged  to  be  worth.  To 
thele  c]ualities  he  joincvl  the  greatcll  humanity  and 
good  nature  >  and  notwiihllanding  the  ignorance  in 
which  he  was  born,  and  in  which,  with  rerpedt  to  re-* 
ligion,  he  always  lived,  was  a  man  or  excellent  mo- 
rals, and  iuiii,  perliaps,  a.'5  much  chiiri^'y  and  benevcv 
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lence  as  the  beft  of  us  all.  Many  an  European  in 
dillrefs  has  been  relieved  by  this  generous  good-na- 
tured creature,  who,  by  means  of  a  handfome  ftock 
of  cattle,  in  which  the  wealth  of  the  Hottentots  chiefly 
confifts,  was  very  able  to  lend  them  his  aniftance. 

Notwithftanding  what  has  been  iaid^  the  Hotten- 
tots feem  to  place  their  whole  earthly  happinefs  in 
floth  and  indolence.-  They  can  think  to  the  purpofe^ 
if  they  pleafe ;  but  they  hate  the  trouble  of  thought, 
and  look  upon  crcry  degree  of  reafoning  as  a  torment- 
ing agitation  of  the  mind :  they  therefore  never  rea{bn 
but  in  cafe  of  neceflity  ;  that  is,  when  it  is  requidte 
to  remove  fome  prelTing  want  of  their  own  or  their 
friends.  If  the  Hottentot  is  not  roufed  by  fome  pre- 
fcnt  appetite  or  neceflity,  he  is  as  deaf  both  to  thought 
and  a^ion  as  a  log  -,  when  urged  by  thefe,  he  is  all 
adivity ;  but  when  thefe  are  gratified,  and  his  obli- 
gation to  ferve  is  at  an  end,  he  retires  to  enjoy  again  his 
beloved  idlenefs. 

Some  authors  have  faid,  that  all  the  Hottentots 
devour  the  entrails  of  beails,  uncleahied  of  their  filth 
and  excrements,  half  broiled;  and  that  whether  found 
or  rotten^  they  confidcr  them  as  the  greatelt  delica- 
cies in  the  world :  but  this  is  not  true.  I  always 
found,  that  when  they  had  entrails  to  eat,  they  turned 
and  ilrippcd  them  of  their  filth,  and  wafhed  them  in 
clean  water.  They  then  boiled  them  in  the  blood  of 
the  beaft,  if  they  had  any ;  if  not,  they  gave  them  a 
thorough  broiling.  This,  however,  is  done  in  fo 
nafty  a  manner  as  to  make  an  European  loath  their 
victuals.  But,  uncleanly  as  their  manner  of  drefllng 
their  provifions  is,  thofe  who  keep  to  the  diet  of  their 
country  have  few  dilbafes,  are  feldom  fick,  and  live 
to  an  extreme  old  age.  But  tliofc  who  drink  wine, 
brandy,  or  other  ftrong  liquors,  fufFer  difeafes  before 
•nknown  to  them,  and  fliorten  their  days :  even  the 
aicat  ilrcffcd  and  feafoned  after  the  European  manner 
is  very  pernicious  with  rcfpccl  to  ihsm.     . 
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What  chiefly  renders  the  Hottentots  a  nafty  gcne^ 
ration,  is  a  cuftom  obferved  from  their  infiincy  of 
befmcaring  their  bodies  and  appjtrel,  which  is  only  a 
fkin  thrown  over  their  fhoulders,  and  another  round 
their  waift,  with  mutton,  fat,  marrow,  or  butter,  mix- 
ed with  the  foocthat  gathers  round  their  boiling  pots, 
in  order  to  make  t^.em  look  blacky  they  being  natu- 
rally of  a  nut  or  olive  colour.  'This  cuftom  is  re- 
peated as  often  as  the  greafe  is  dried  up  by  the  fun  or 
duft,  if  they  are  able  to  get  either  fat  or  butter.  The 
meaner  fort  are  moflly  obliged  to  make  ufe  of  that 
%vhich  is  rank  j  but  the  more  wealthy  always  befmear 
thenifclves  with  the  frefheft  and  choiceft  that  can  be 
had.  No  part  of  the  body  from  the  crown  of  the 
head  to  the  folc  of  the  foot  cfcapes  this  paint ;  their 
Ikirts  are  thoroughly  daubed  with  it.  The  richer  they 
are,  the  more  fat  and  buctcr  they  employ ;  for  this  is 
the  grand  diftinction  between  the  rich  and  poor ;  byt 
they  abominate  the  fat  of  fifh. 

This  rubbing  and  greafing  promotes  the  fupplenefs 
and  aftivity  of  the  body  •,  and  the  Hottentots,  though 
a  lazy  race,  are,  perhaps,  the  fwifteft  of  foot  in  the 
world  :  for  they  not  only  dart  away  from  the  fwifteft 
European,  but  frequently  out-run  a  very  fleet  horfr. 
Refide,  living  almoil  naked  in  a  region  where  the  fun's 
heat  is  very  great  all  the  year  round,  by  clofing  their 
pores  with  greafe,  they  prevent  that  excefllve  perfpi- 
ration  which  would,  in  all  probability,  exhauft  and 
deftroy  them. 

What  renders  them  moft  difagreeable  is  their  fuf- 
fei ing  ihfir  woolly  hair  to  be  matted  together  with 
t'cLi  liiid  dirt,  ihetr  ofFcnfivc  fmell  arifing  from  thefe 
uncleanly  «:u[tams,  and  their  abominable  louGnefs. 
Add  to  this,  their  language  is  a  compofition  erf"  the 
flrangcft  louiid;  that  ever  were  uttered  by  any  peo- 
I>Ic ;  and  their  pronunciation  depends  upon  fuch  col- 
lifions  of  the  tongue  againfl:  the  palate,  and  upon  fuch 
iliui^ii},'-*  vibrations  and  infledtions  of  that  member,  as  a 
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llranger  cannot  eafily  imitate,  and  neither  they  them-* 
fclves,  nor  hardly  any  one  elfe  can  deibribe. 

Thcfe  people  are,  however,  neither  fo  fen  all  of  (la- 
ture,  nor  lb  deformed  and  wrinkled  as  they  have  been 
defcribed  by  fome  authors  :  for  moft  of  the  men  art 
from  five  to  fix  feet  high  -,  but  the  women  are  a  great 
deal  left.  Both  fexes  are  very  ered  and  well  made, 
keeping  a  due  medium  between  being  fat  and  lean. 
There  is  not  a  crooked  limb,  brother  piece  of  defcr- 
mity,  to  be  feen  among  them,  which  is  the  more  re- 
markable, as  they  do  not  take  near  fo  much,  care  of 
their  children  as  the  European  women.  Their  heads 
being  generally  large^  their  eyes  are  fo  in  proportion. 
Their  general  mien  is  fo  far  from  being  wild  and  ter- 
rible, that  it  is  fweet  and  compofcd,  and  declarative 
of  the  higheft  benevolence  and  good  nature.  The 
word  features  they  have  is  their  large  flat  nofcs,  and 
their  thick  lips,  efpecially  the  uppermoft  ^  but  the 
ilatnefs  of  their  nofes  is  not  natural,  but  caufed  by  art. 
Their  teeth  arc  as  white  as  ivory,  and  their  cheeks 
have  fomething  of  the  cherry  j  but  from  their  conti- 
nual dawbings,  it  is  not  ealily  difcerned.  Tlxe  men 
have  large  broad  feet ;  but  thofe  of  the  women  are 
fmall  and  tender.  Neither  the  men  nor  the  women 
cut  the  nails  of  their  fingers  or  toes.  But  what  hi 
very  extraordinary,  all  the  Hottentot  women  are  dlf- 
tinguilhed  by  having  a  broad  callous  kind  of  flap 
growing  to  their  bellies,  ^*hich  fcems  intended  by 
nature  to  hide  what  other  nations  are  taught  moft  care- 
fully to  conceal  i  and  fome  of  them  have  it  fo  large, 
that  it  can  hardly  be  covered  by  the  piece  of  flicep- 
Ikin  they  wear  before  them ;  it  being  orctrn  feen  be- 
low it.  This  no  Hottentot  confiders  as  a  deformity  j 
but  through  their  naftinefs  and  daubings,  it  is  always 
in  fuch  a  condition,  as  to  make  an  European  loath 
the  fight  of  it :  yet  for  a  little  tobacco  they  will  fufFer 
you  to  handle  and  examine  it. 

In  hot  weather  the  men  conPcantly  go  without  any 
other  covering  on  their  heads,  than  the  compofition 
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effat,  fbbt»lKnddin;-'^fh>vMch.3i«rfiiw'^ift^WlfHel 
ugethcTi  forihey  fiy,  that  the feridcigp*  iHI  fejft' 

ftafons,  ahd  ill  wetweatbte,  their  "irca^<d^»;idl#''■if 
eit  or  Jimb'tklnSf'wVich  thq^  tie  dirVi^  Mra'i^^ 
bi^t  tbi  face  andibre^|»rt-of  the  hei^pT^iM^a"^ 
^a;^&  uncovered.',  Al>dut  the  inan*^  JM$6k  iaikff^ 

toWcd,  Wth,^  HiiUe'iaece  of  ^«^^ - tf> 'fiffi|ei% 
length;  titi'ctit'ati^ih'  ihds^  i(s-^'^3%flRi5SiJBtft 
■  Wifch^ift. '. "    "      \. 

',. Their Kh)fl^s,a*"theT  term  them,  or  rhn  manife*  ^ 
iftcy  haflg  over  thtil"  (noulders,  are  worn  open  fx  , 
xtdfed  accdiiding  tff  the  feafon/  Tlie  krpfles  of  the 
moft  wealthy  are  of  tyger  or  wdldcat-fkins  1  and  thoTe  ■ 
of  hhc  common "peqpfc  of  Ilieep^fliins  :  in  winter  thff 
'turn 'the  hairy  fide  inwards,  and  in  lunimcr  curnii:  ■ 
outward.  They  Me  upon  tiieiri  in  the  night-,  and  i 
whcn'they  die,  they  arc  tied  «p  and  interred  in  ihctn. 

Thiec  rings  of  ivoi^  they  getierally  wear  upon  tic  - 
left  arm;  rtiefe  they  tbrm  from  the  elephants  teeth 
ihey  find  in  the  woods,  which  they  cut  iiito  noffr 
and  Bnilh  with  fuch  art  and  cxaiftnMy  as'  would  w- 
prifc  the  ableft  turner  in  Europe.  .Thefc  rings'* 
bracelets,  ferve  as  guards  when  they  figltt  againftw 
enemy  ;  and  when  they  travel,  they  fmai  a  bag  to- 
them  for  the  conveyancqof  their  tflafffWH,  which-chcy 
fix  fo  cleverly,  that  it  is  hardly  any  inCuinbraook' 
Round  their  waifls  hang  what  they  call  a  kull  crtibr 
a  fquare  piece  of  the  ffcin  of  a  wild  bcaft,  generally^ 
wild  cat,  tied  on  with  the  hairy  fide  outward.  'Whn 
they  drive  their  herds  to  pafture,  they  put  on  akild 
of  leather  {lockings  to  fecure  their  legs  from  b^t)^ 
feratchcd  by  briers  and  thorns.  When  they  are  lo 
'.jo^over  rocks  and  fands,  they  put  on  akuidof  iari' 
flals',  i^at  out  of  the  raw  hide  of  an  ox  or  etephagl^ 
.  each  confifling  of  only  one  piece,  turning  up  abffM 
ha^an  inch  quite  roiiiid  the  foot  with  the  bairjf  fide 
-.  outward,  and  faAcned  on  with  ftrings, 
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The  women  wear  caps  all  the  year  round,  made  of 
thc-fkins  of  wild  beafts,  that  point  up  fpirally  from 
^he  crown  of  the  head.     They  generally  wear  two 
'icroflcs  round  their  flioulders  ;  which,  like  thofc  of 
the  men,  cover  .their  backs,   and  fometfmes   reach 
<lown  to  their  hams.      Between  thefe  krofles  they 
fatten  a  fucking  child,  if  tliey  have  one,  with  the 
head  juft  peeping  over  their  ihouldcfrs.     Tte  under 
krofle  ferves  to  prevent  their  bodies  being  hurt  by  the 
children  ac  their  backs.     About  their  neck  is  tied  a 
firing  to  which  is  fattened  a  leather  bag,  which  they 
conftantly  wear  from  morning  till  night,  both  at  home 
and  abroad  -,  it  contains  fome  kind  of  food,  a  pipe^ 
tobacco,  &c.     The  girls,  from  their  infancy  to  twelve 
years  of  age,  wear  bulruflics  tied  in  rings  round  their 
legs  from  their  knees  down  to  their  ancles.     Thefe 
•bulrufh  rings  are  then  laid  afide,  and  their  place  is 
fupplied  with  rings  of  the  thicknels  of  a  little  finger, 
made  of  flips  of  Ihcep  or  calf-ikins,  from  which  the 
Jiair  is  fingcd  •,  for  the  Hottentot  flieep  have  nothing 
like  wool.     Some  of  the  women  have  above  an  hun- 
dred of  thefe  rings  upon  each  leg,  fo  curioufly  joined, 
^nd  fo  nicely  fitted  to  the  leg,  and  to  each  other,  that 
they  feem  like  curious  pieces  of  turnery.     They  arr 
fmooth  and  as  hard  as  wood,  and  make  a  clattering 
jioife  in  dancing.     Thefe  rings  are  kept  from  flipping 
over  their  heels  by  wrappers  of  leather  orruflies  about 
their  ancles :  and  as  the  women  are  obliged  every 
day  to  walk  through  buflies  and  brambles  to  gather 
TOOts  and  other  things  for  food,  they  preferve  their 
Jegs  from  being  torn  by  the  thorns  and  briers.    Thefe 
rings  are  one  great  diftinftion  of  their  fex,  and  are 
confidered  ^  very  ornamental  •,  for  the  more  rings 
they  wear,  the  finer  they  arc  reckoned  :  but  this  is 
not  all,  they  are  provifions  againft  an  hour  of  hunger 
^nd  great  fc^rpipy ;  for  when  that  arrives,  they  puU 
theni  off  and  eat  th^m. 

But  the  principal  part  of  the  finery  of  both  fexes 
aaion^  the  Hottj:ntpts^  are  brafs  buttons^  and  plates 
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ofcheiame,  which  tW  t^i$  of  t^ 
Miiih  CD  an  acDUiiig  ii)ftlt  r  thiifk  ai^ 

ing-gb£»  which  tbey  mic^^^Wt^ 
coQ&kras  very,  fpkndid  ostiuneiiiit,  Diafjidbiii^ 
not  moie  admired  i|i  Eu/i6pe,  dah'^bteSi  ii^lcdiSFIIfit' 
die  Honentot  naticNis.  '  Tbej  weaf  ^ifii^H'  car^riiM^ 
made  of  brag  wire,  triikh  tlxy  ^4^  fAittk^mj^ 
neady  :  and  to  thefe  iingS  the  moft'wtdtHy  aftdtittfr' 
ncnc  bang  bits  of  rootbcr  of^jpdfrl,  trt  liWlcK"^' "' 
have  the  art  of  giving  a  curicras  &ape  and^til 
Thde  are  advantages  in'p<mit  of  ofiit^mf'^ 
whidi  they  arc  extremely  prMd  %  fi>r  they  Imi^^ 
they  draw  upon  diett  the  admiradbh  of  llF^lift^  W 
hold  them.  .  ^  '    ^'  ',  ^'^ 

To  their  toniflterce  with  the  Europeans*  ttq^'j^ 
likewife  feveral  other  ornaments  fw  the  l>ody^  ia^kifli 
and  dafs  beads,  of  which  they  mc^trkvim 
Hardly  a  Hottentot  of  either  fer  cu  w^ifin^lrio| 
who  is  not  adomed.voth  fomc  of  them.  Bot^fli^fi^ 
tcrence  13  univerfally  given  to  beads  of  bia^'bdicaiHe 
they  are  not  fo  liable  to  break  as  thole  of  jgl^.  Ttcf 
wear  them  in  necklaces,  bracelets,  and  g^lesiW 
which  every  one  h;^  more  or  Icfs  according  to  his  al# 
lity.  1  hey  chufc  the  fmalleft  beads  thc^  can  mrtt 
with  for  the  neck  and  arms.  The  larjg^'onet  dKsy 
wear^bout  their  waifts.  Some  wear  radf  a  dMifii 
necklaces  together,  and  others  more,  16  br^,  ^hUt 
they  fall  very  gracefully  to  their  navels.  They'fik^ 
wile  cover  their  arms  with  braedets  frbm  their'leffiiHiS 
to  thcr)r  wqfts ;  and  wear  half  a  dozen  or  morcfirifl^ 
pfbpa^ls  about  their  waifts,  which  are  tte  Ikimk 
Jbey  can  jget,  and  ftained  of  variobs  coloors.  Fde 
yhett  ornamca{3  the  Hottentots  part  whh  their  cactlfc 
Veiy  freely.  If  they  fervc  the  Eumtoeianki  rfc^^ 
w^s  itipuiatc  fbr  fdme  ear-rings,  if  uicy  *rfc  Tiidt  at 
rpadjr  provided;  and  whenever  one  ef'Acmkrf^ 
an  ]£i3ropcan,  though  it  be  but  fbra  wedc  orfc'iiy, 
tiff  liardljr  cyer  fails  in  th^  bargwi  tdiarticfe  f<Hf  htM. 
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Ic  is  an  invariable  cuftom  among  the  men  to  wear 
the  bladders  of  the  wild  beafts  they  have  flain,  blown 
up  and  faftened  to  their  hair,  where  they  hang  as  ho- 
nourable trophies  of  their  prowefs. 

But  with  ail  thU  finery  the  men  do  not  reckon 
tliemfelves  compleatly  dreflj^d,  unlefs  their  hair  be 
alio  laviihly  powdered  with  a  pulverifed  herb  called 
Buchu  *,  and  this  being  done,  they  are  beaus  and 
grandees,  and  appear  in  their  utmod  magnificence. 
As  the  hair  of  the  women  is  conflantly  hid  under 
their  caps,  they  lay  this  powder  as  thick  as  they  can 
upon  their  foreheads,  where  being  rubbed  into  the 
greafc,  it  (licks. very  firmly.  The  women  alio  paint 
their  faces  with  a  red  eanh,  with  which  they  make  a 
fpdt  over  each  eye,  one  upon  the  nofe,  one  upon  each 
cheek,  and  one  upon  the  chin.  Thefe  red  Ipots  they 
conlide.r  as  ftriking  beauties j,  and  therefore  this  is 
their  conftant  pradUce,  whcn.^hey  are  called  to  mirth- 
ful aflemblies, .  or  intend  to  make  a  conqueft  :  but 
wlwtever  the  Hottentot  men  may.  think  of  womeii 
thus  painted,  they  appear  frightful  to  an  European. 

Each  of  the  Hottentot  tribes  or  nations,  has  a  chief, 
whofe  office  is  to  command  the  army,  and  without 
whpfe  confent  they  neither  make  peace  nor  war.  His 
office  is  heredit^y  ;  but  he  is  not  permitted  to  enter 
upon  it,  till  he  has  folemnly  engaged  ill  a  national 
aflembly  not  to  attempt  the  fubverfion  of  the  old  form 
of  government.  He  was  anciently  diftinguifhed  only 
by  the  beauty  of  the  (kins  of  which  his  krofles  were 
compofed  :  but  the  Dutch,  foon  after  their  edabliffi* 
ment  at  the  Cape,  made  a  prefent  of  a  brafs  crown 
tp  the  chief  or  every  nation  in  alliance  with  them, 
which  they  wear  upon  folemn  occafions.  However, 
in  time  of  peace,  the  chief  has  little  elfe  to  do  but  to 
govern  the  kraal  or  village  where  he  iiefidej. 
.  The  captain  of  a  kraal  pre^rves  the  peace,  and  ad* 
xninifters  juftice ;  ^d  from  his  fentence  there  lies  no 
appeal  But  ftatc  criminals  are  tried  by  a  chief  af- 
iilbd  by  the  captains  of  kraals,  {n  time  of  war  he 
»t  C  c  4  has. 
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has,  uhder  the  chief  of  the  natibn,  the  ccimmand  irf 
the  troops  fumiQied  by  his  kraal.  His  office  is  alio 
hereditary,  though  he  cannot  execute  it  till  he  has  lb- 
lemnly  engaged  before  the  people  not  to'alter  or  de- 
viate from  the  antient  laws  ancl  cuftoms  of  the  kraal. 
Thefe  kra?il  captains  were  likewife  anttently  diftin- 
guilhed  only  by  the  fincnefs  of  the  flcins  they  wore, 
which  .were  thofe  of  tygers  or  of  wild  cats  :  but  all  of 
them  have  now  a  cane  with  a  brafs  head,  given  them 
by  the  Dutch,  which  defcends  along  with  the  office. 
But  neither  the  chiefs  of  the  nations,  nor  thefe  cap- 
tains, have  any  revenue  or  any  perquifite  attending 
the  execution  of  their  office. 

Whenever  a  difpute  about  property  arifes,  the  cap- 
tarn  fumnwns  all  the  men  of  the  kraal  into  the  open 
field,  who  fquat  down  in  a  circle.  The  plaintiff  and 
defendant  plead  their  own  caufes ;  and  the  wirneffifs 
oa  both  fides  are  heard.  The  depofitions  being 
finifiied,  the  captain,  after  fume  debate,  colIe£h  tfcw 
voicef;,  and  immediately  pronounces  the  decree  acr 
cording  to  tr.e  mrority  ;  when  full  and  quiet  poflfcf- 
fion  is  ir.ftantly  Iccurcd  to  the  party  in  whofe  favour 
the  di!crce  paii'es. 

The  criminal  matters  which  employ  the^  kraal 
courts  arc:  mufvier,  adulrcry,  and  robbery :  for  adul- 
tery is  punifhied  with  death.  When  a  Hottentot  is 
known  or  fulpectcd  to  have  committed  any  of  thde 
crin'ics,  notice  is  given  to  all  the  men  of  the  kraal  to 
which  he  belongs ;  who,  confidering  themfelves  as 
ofEccrs  of  juftice,  look  out  fliarply  in  order  to  feize 
the  fulpefted  party  -,  and  it  is  in  vain  for  him  to  think 
of  finding  fanftuary  in  any  other  Hottcnto.t  nation-, 
for  he  would  be  tr.ken  up  as  a  fugitive  ora  fpy.  The 
criminal  being  apprehenvled,  he  is  fecured  till  the  men 
of  the  kraal  c:m  alUmble,  which  is  done  the  very  day 
he  is  brought  back  to  the  kraal.  The  court  fitting 
fquar  upcn  their  hnms  in  a  circle,  the  prifoner  is 
placed  in  the  middle ;  becrafe  the  Hottentots  fay, 
that  in  an  affair  in  which  a  man's  life  is  lat  (lake,  he 
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ought  to  have  the  beft  fituation  for  hearing  and  being 
heard.  The  prifoner  being  in  this  plade^  the  charge 
againft  hitn  is  pronounced  by  the  profccutor  5  and 
the  profecutor*s  witnefles  give  their  evidence.  Next 
the  priibner  makes  his  defence,  calling  his  own  wic- 
nefftrs,  who  are  heard  with  the  grcateft  indulgence. 
Then  the  captain,  after  fome  debates  on  the  evidence, 
colleds  the  voices ;  a  majority  of  which  acquits  or 
condemns  him.  If  he  is  acquitted,  the  court  afligns 
hitn  damages  out  of  the  profecutor*s  cattle.  If  he 
is  convifted  and  judged  worthy  of  death,  fentence  is 
immediately  pronounced.  The  court  rifes,  while  the 
prifoner  ftirs  not  a  limb :  for  a  minute  or  two  all  is 
iilcnt ;  when  fuddenly  the  captain  flics  at  the  prifo- 
ner, and  with  one  blow  on  the  head  with  his  kirri 
lays  him  fprawling  on  the  ground.  This  is  followed 
by  all  the  reft,  who  ru(h  forward,  and  ftriking  him 
with  all  their  might,  he  in  a  moment  expires.  They 
tthenv  bending  the  corpfe  neck  and  heels,  wrap  it  up 
in  his  krofle,  and  bury  it  with  every  thing  they  find 
about  it ;  except  his  ear-rings,  and  other  ornaments 
of  copper  or  brafs,  which  are  given  to  his  family  or 
his  heir,  who  fuffers  nothing  either  in  name,  privi-^ 
lege,  or  property.  His  family,  relations,  and  friends 
are  treated  with  the  fame  refpeft  as  before ;  and 
every  thing  proceeds  as  if  no  fuch  niisfortune  had 
happened. 

All  the  riches  of  the  Hottentots  defcend  to  the 
cldeft  fon ;  or,  when  a  fon  is  wanting,  to  the  next 
male  relation  :  and  the  younger  fons  of  an  Hottentot, 
who  are  at  home  and  unprovided  for  at  the  death  of 
their  father,  are  at  the  courtefy  of  the  cldeft,  both 
with  refpec't  to  their  fortune  and  their  liberty.  Mar- 
riage with  firft  and  fecond  coufins  is  forbidden  •,  and 
punifhed  by  being  cudgelled  to  death :  but  yet  a 
Hottentot  may  have  as  many  wives  as  he  can  main- 
tain, though  the  richeft  feldom  exceed  three.  A 
man  may  be  divorced  from  his  wife,  and  a  woman 
^om  her  huiband,  upon  fliewing  fuch  caufe  -as  (hall 
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be  fatisfaftory  to  the  men  of  the  kraal.  But  eoe  o^r 
the  moft  extraordinary  of  their  laws  is,  that  a  widow^ 
for  every  hufband  ihe  marries  after  the  firft,  is  obliged  ■ 
to  cut  off  a  joint  of  a  £ngcr ;  which  ihe  prefencs  to- 
her  hulband  on  the  wedding-day,  begioning  at  one  * 
of  the  little  fingers. 

The  Hottentots  have  no  lawyers  5  and  the  only  pu- 
blic officers,  befide  thofe  already  mentioned,  are  the. 
phyfician  and  the  prielt.  In  every  kraal  there,  is  a 
pliyfician,  and  the  Jarge  ones  have  two;  who  have 
Ibme  (kill  in  botany,  furgery,  and  medicine.  They 
are  chofen  out  of  the  fages  of  each  kraal,  and  ap- 
pointed to  watch  over  the  health  of  the  inhabiunts. 
This  they  perform  without  fee  or  reward  ;  the  ho- 
nour of  the  employment  being  judged  a  fufficicnt  rc- 
corripence  for  their  trouble.  I'hcy  fuffer  none  to  fee 
ihem  gather  and  prepare  their  remedies;  for  all  their 
preparations  ^re  kept  a  profound  fecret :  and  if  a  pa- 
tient dies  under  their  hands,  they  conftantly  aflcrt 
that  all  their  medicines  were  rendered  ineficftual  by 
witciicrafts. 

The  prieft  is,  at  the  Cape,  inferior  to  the  pKyfi- 
cian.  His  office  is  alio  clcdive  -,  but  he  is  neither  to 
pray  for  the  people,  nor  to  inftruft  them  in  religious 
matt^.  rs.  He  prefides  at  their  offerings,  and  has  the 
ordering  of  all  ceremonies. 

As  the  chief  of  a  Hottentot  nation  prefides  over 
the  captains  of  the  kraals,  fo  the  Hottentots  call  the 
Supreme  Being  the  Great  or  Supreme  Captain  ;  whom 
tney  believe  to  be  the  Creator  of  all  things,  and  the 
Governor  of  the  world  :  and  that  he  is  endowed  with 
iinfearchable  perfedions.  They  commonly  call  him 
Gounja  Gounja,  or  Gounja  Tiquoa,  the  God  of  all 
gods  V  and  fay  that  he  is  a  good  man,  who  does  no- 
body  any  hurt  j  and  that  he  dwells  far  above  the 
moon  :  but  it  does  not  appear  that  they  addrefs  any 
aft  of  devotion  immediately  to  the  Supreme  God. 
Their  adorations  are  paid  to  what  they  call  inferior 
deities,  dependent .  upon  him  :  for  the  moil  (eufible 
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o?  them,  when  they  are  in  the  humour  to  aafwcr  the- 
queftions  afked  them  on  this  fubjed,  lay;  Their  firft . 
parents  fo  grievoufly  offended  the  God  of  gods,  that 
be  curled  them  with  hardncfs  of  heart-,  therefore  they; 
know  little  of  him,  and  have  ftill  iefs  inclinations  tO: 
ferve  him. 

The  moon  with  them  is  an  inferior  vifiblc  god. 
They  call  this  planet  Gounja,  or  God  ;  and  fay  that 
he  is  the  fubje6t  and  reprefentative  of  the  High  ^d. 
Invifible.  They  aflemble  for  the  celebration  of  its 
worfhip  at  the  change  and  fulU  and  no  inclemency  of 
the  weather  prevents  them:  they  then  throw  their, 
bodies  into  a  thoufand  different  poftures,  fcreaoi,; 
proftrate  themfelves  on  the  ground  ;  fuddcnly  jump, 
ftamp  like  mad  creatures,  and  cry  aloud,  ^^  I  falute 
thee ;  thou  art  welcome  :  grant  us  fodder  for  our 
cattle,  and  milk  in  abundance/'  Thefe  and  other 
addrelles  to  the  moon  they  repeat  over  aqdover,  fing- 
ing  **  Ho,  ho  ho,"  many  times  over,  with  a  varia- 
tion of  notes,  accompanied  with  clapping  of  hands. 
Thus  they  fpend  the  whole  night  in  worfhipping  this 
planet,  which  they  cOnlider  as  the  diftributer  of  the 
weather. 

They  likewife  adore  as  a  benign  deity  a  certain  in* 
(c£tj  faid  to  be  peculiar  to  the  Hottentot  countries^ 
It  is  of  the  fize  of  a  child's  little  finger ;  the  back  is 
;reen,  and  the  belly  fpeckled  with  red  and  white  :  ic 
las  two  wings,  and  on  its  head  are  two  horns.  When- 
ever this  infed  appears  in  fight,  they  pay  it  the  highefl 
tokens  of  veneration  -,  and  if  it  honours  a  kraal  with 
t  vi^^  the  inhabitants  aflemble  about  it  with  tranf« 
ports  of  devotion.  They  fing  and  dance  round  its 
ttccfp  after  troop,  in  the  higheft  raptures,  tlu-owing 
to  it  the  powder  of  buchu,  with  which  they  cover  the 
area  of  the  kraal,  and  the  tops  of  the  cots.  They 
likewife  kill  two  fat  iheep  as  a  thank-offering  for 
this  high  honour ;  and  fancy  all  their  pafl  ounces 
are  buried  in  oblivion.  If  this  infedt  happens  to 
alight  upon  ^  Hottentot,  he  is  looked  upon  as  a  man 
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without  guih,  and  ever  after  revered  as  a  faint  Thr 
fatted  ox  is  immediacely  killed  for  a  thank-offerings 
dtid  is  eaten  in  honour  of  the  deity  and  the  faint;  who 
fcafts  alone  on  the  entrails,  which  are  boiled,  while 
the  men  devour  the  meat  dreflsKl  the  fame  way,  and 
the  women  are  regaled  with  the  broth.  He  is  obliged 
to  be  very  careful  of  the  far,  and  to  anoint  his  body 
and  apparel  with  that  alpne,  while  any  of  it  remaiils. 
But  the  moft  extraordinary  part  of  the  ceremony  is, 
that  the  caul,  well  powdered  with  buchu,  and  twill- 
ed like  a  rope,  is  put  in  the  manner  of  a  collar  about 
bis  neck  ;  and  he  is  obliged  to  wear  it  day  and  night 
till  it  rots  off,  or  till  the  InfeA,  at  another  vifit,  lights 
upon  another  inhabitant  of  the  kraal ;  when  he  is  at 
liberty  to  remove  it.  The  cafe  is  the  fame  if  the  in- 
fcOi  fettles  upon  a  woman  :  fhe  commences  a  (faint 
with  the  fame  ceremonies  :  only  here  the  women  feaft 
•upon  the  meat-,  while  the  men  arc  regaled  with  the 
brorh. 

The  Hottentots  will  run  every  hazard  to  procure 
the  fafety  of  this  animal.  A  German,  who  had  a 
country  feat  kbout  fix  miles  from  the  fort,  having 
civen  leave  to  Ibme  Hottentots  to  turn  their  canlc 
ior  a  while  upon  his  land  there,  they  removed  to  the 
place  with  their  kraal.  A  fon  of  this  German  was 
amufing  himfclf  in  this  kraal,  when  the  deified  in- 
feft  appeared.  The  Hottentots  flew  tumultuoufly  to 
adore  it,  while  the  youtig  gentleman  ran  to  catch  it, 
in  order  to  fee  the  ciTeas  luch  a  capture  would  pro- 
duce. He  feizcd  it  in  the  midil  of  them  :  but  how 
great  was  the  u'  ncr;l  cry  and  agony  when  they  faw 
it  in  his  h-,rid  !  ihcy  ll.ircd  at  him,  and  at  each  other, 
with    U)oks   of  diilraftion.      "  See,  iee,    feel  cried 

thty :  what  Is  he  going  to  do  tx)  it  ?    will  he  kill 

it  ?  will  he  kill  ir  .^"  Mean  while  every  limb  ihook 
with  ft'iir.  He  zU<(\\  them  why  they  were  in  fuch 
agonies    fr.r  that  paltry    infcdl?     "Ah!  Sir,    (they 

replied,  wiui  the  utmoll  concern)  'tis  a  divinity. 

*Tis  come  from  heaven  :  'tis  come  on  a  good  de- 
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^*  fign.  Ah !  do  not  hurt  it :  do  not  o&nd  It,  Wc 
^  Ihall  be  the  moft  miferable  wretches  upon  earth  if 
**  you  do.  This  ground  will  lie  under  ;ai.curfe,  and 
"  the  crime  will  never  be  forgiven."  He  appeared 
unmoved  by  their  petitions  *,  but  feemed  as  if  be  in- 
tended to  maim  or  deftroy  it.  On  which  they  ftart- 
ed,  and  ran  about  like  people  frantic  >  aiking  where 
^as  his  oonfcience  ?  and  how  he-  dared  to  think  .0/ 
perpetrating  a  crime  that  would  bring  upon  lus  head 
all  the  curfes  and  thunders  of  heaven  ?  But  this  not 
prevailing  they  all  fell  proftrate  qn  the-ground  ;  aiid> 
with  dreaming  eyes  and  the  loudell  cries,  bcfought 
him  to  fpare  the  creature,  and  give  it  liberty.  The 
young  man  now  yielded,  and  let  the  iofeft  fly  j  on 
which  they  capered  and  fhoutcd  in  a  tranfport  of  joy : 
and  runningafter  it,  rendered  it  the  cuftomary  honours. 

They  aHb  pay  a  religious  veneration  to  their 
deceafcd  faints  and  men  of  renown  i  whom  thqy 
honour,  not  with  tombs,  ilatues  or  infcriptions,  buc 
confecrated  woods,  mountains,  fields  and  rivers,  to 
their  nrkemory. 

The  Hottentots  likewHe  worlhip  an  evil  deity  j 
whom  they  confider  as  the  father  of  mifcbief,  and  the 
iburce  of  all  their  afflidions.  They  call  him  Touquoa; 
,  and  fay,  he  is  a  little  crabbed  inferior  captain,  whofe 
malice  will  fcldom  let  him  reft :  and  therefore  they 
v^orfhip  him  in  order  to  avert  it,  and  wheedle  him  by 
the  ofFerinp;  of  an  ox  or  a  flieep. 

It  is  ali<x  their  belief  that  the  foul  furvives  the 
body;  and  therefore,  upon  the  death  of  any  man, 
tvoman  or  child,  they  remove  their  kraals  to  a  new  kt- 
tlement  •,  from  the  opinion,  that  the  dead  never  haunt 
any  place  buc  that  in  which  they  died,  unlcCj  any 
thing  that  belongs  to  them  is  carried  out  of  it :  and 
then  they  apprehend  the  departed  fpirits  will  follow  a 
kraal,  and  be  very  troublefome.  I'hcy  therefore  leave 
the  huts  they  died  in,  ftanding  ;  and  in  them  all  tlit 
utenfils  belonging  to  the  deceafcd. 


398        KOLBEN's  VOYAGE  to 

This  is  the  abfurd  fyftem  of  the  Hottentot  relf^ 
gion ;  of  which  thofe  people  are  fo  fond,  that  I  never 
heard  of  one  of  them  dying  a  Chriltian :  though  the 
Dutch  have  fent  miffionafies  who  have  undergone 
numberlefs  fatigues,  and  taken  the  greateft  pains  to 
make  profelytes.    Of  this  the  following  incident  may 
ferve  for  a  proof     Mr.  VanderStcl,   governor  of 
the  Cape,  took  an  infant  Hottentot,  whom  he  edu- 
cated after  the  genteel  manners  of  the  Europeans,  al- 
lowing him  little  or  no  converfation  or  intercourle 
with  the  Hottentots.     He  became  well  verfed  in  the 
myfteries  of  religion,  and  in  feveral  languages ;  he 
was  always  richly  drefled,  and  his  manners  were  form-* 
cd  after  the  beft  European  models  at  the  Cape.    The 
governor  feeing  him  thus  qualified,  entertained  great 
hopes  of  him ;   and  lent  him  with  a  commifiary-ge- 
neral  to  the  Indies,  where  he  remained  employed  in 
the  commilurv's  atfairs,  till  the  death  of  that  gentle- 
man, when  he  returned  to  the  Cape.     A  few  days 
after,  at  a  vifit  among  his  relations,  he  ftripped  hira- 
felr'  of  his  European  apparel,  and  equipped  himfelf 
in  the  manner  of  his  country,  in  a  fheep-flcin.     This 
done,  he  packed  up  his  call-oft'  cloachs,  ran  with 
them  to  the  governor's  •,   and  prefenting  himfelf  be- 
fore his  patrtMi,  laid  the  bundle  at  his  teet,  and  ad- 
drefled  his  excellency  to  the  following  purpofe :  "  Be 
"  pleafed,  Sir,  to  take  notice,  that  I  tor  ever  re- 
*'  nounce  this  npr^arel.     I  likewij'e  for  ever  renounce 
"  the  Chriftian  religion.     It  is  my  defign  to  live  and 
**  die  in  the  religion,  manners,  and  cuftoms  of  my 
*'  anceftor ;.     I  Ihall  only  beg  you  will  grant  me  (and 
*'  I  am  pcrfuiided  you  will  grant  me)  the  collar  and 
*'  hanger  1  wear.     1  will  keep  them  for  your  fake." 
Here  he  Hopped,  and  turning  his  back,  fled  fwjfily 
away,  and  was  never  more  fcen  in  that  quarter.  This 
man  I  frequently  convcrfcd  with  up  in  the  countr)'; 
and  found,  to  my  crrrat  ama'/ement,  that  he  Iiad  a 
fiirprifing  (hxk  of  Chriftian  knowledge.    But  though 
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1  mtde  ufe  of  the  mod  peifuafive  and  endearing  Ian* 
guage,  to  call  him  back  into  the  fold  of  Chrift,  he 
continued  deaf  to  all  my  reafoning  atid  remonftrances. 
We  (hall  now  take  a  view  of  thofe  ceremonies  that 
are  generally  coniidered  as  of  a  religious  nature  ^  and 
begin  ^ith  the  marriages  of  the  Hottentots.  If  a 
batchelor  or  a  widower  has  a  mind  to  marry,  he  dif- 
covers  his  views  to  his  father  •,  and  if  he  b  dead,  to 
the  next  in  authority  of  kindred ;  who»  if  he  con- 
fents,  attends  him  to  the  woman's  relations,  whom 
they  regale  with  a  pipe  or  two  of  tobacco, .  or  of  da- 
chu,  which  they  all  fmoke.  The  father  of  the  lover 
then  opens  the  buQaefs  to  the  woman's  father  ^  who, 
haying  heard  it,  generally  retires  to  confult  his  wife, 
and  foon  returns  with  a  final  anfwer,  which  is  gene- 
rally favourable.  If  the  lover's  father  receives  a  de- 
nial, which  rarely  happens,  nothing  more  is  faid 
about  It ;  and  the  lover  at  once  tears  his  choice  from 
his  heart,  and  looks  out  for  another.  If  it  be  com- 
plied with,  the  lover  chufes  two  or  three  fat  oxen 
from  his  own  herd,  or  his  father's,  and  drives  them 
to  the  houfe  from  whence  he  is  to  take  his  deilined 
bride,  accompanied  by  all  his  relations  of  both  fexes 
who  live  near  him.  They  are  received  with  carefles 
by  the  woman's  kindred :  the  oxen  are  immediately 
(lain,  and  the  whole  company  befmear  their  bodies 
with  the  fat,  and  then  powder  themlelves  all  over 
with  buchu  9  while  the  women  fpot  their  faces,  as  al- 
ready defcribcd,  with  a  kind  of  red  chalk.  The^ 
men  then  iquat  on  the  ground  in  a  circle,  the  bride- 
groom fquatting  in  the  center :  the  women  at  fome 
diftance  alfo  fquat  in  a  circle  about  the  bride.  At 
length  the  prieft,  who  lives  at  the  bride's  kraa},  en- 
ters the  circle  of  the  men  •,  and  coming  up  to  the 
bridegroom,  pifles  a  little  upon  him.  The  bride- 
groom receiving  the  ftream  with  eagerHefs,  rubs  it  all 
over  his  body ;  and  nukes  furrows  with  bis  long  nails, 
that  the  urine  may  penetrate  the  farther.  The  prieft 
then  goes  to  the  other  circle,  and  evacuates  a  little 
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upon  the  bride,  who  rubs  it  in  with  the  fame  cag^r- 
iiefs  as  the*"  bridegroom.  To  him  the  priell  ctien  it- 
turns,  and  having  llreamed  a  litde  more,  goes  agaiir 
to  the  bride,  and  again  fcatters  his  .w;iter  upwher. 
Thus  he  proceeds  from  one  to  the  other  till  he  has 
exhaufted  his  whole  ilock>  uttering  from  tioie  to 
time  to  each  of  them  the  following  wrlbcs,  till  bn 
has  pronounced  the  whole  upon  both  :  *^  May  you 
^^  live  long  and  happily  together.  May  you  have  a 
**  fon  before  the  end  of  the  year.  May  this  ibp  live 
*^  to  be  a  comfort  ro  you  in  your  old  age.  May  this 
*^  ion  prove  a  man  of  cour4'^c,  and  a  good  huotf- 
«  man/' 

The  nuptial  ceremony  being  thus  over,  the  wen 
are  cut  into  many  pieces,  and  the  whole  drdTed  ;  fome 
pieces  being  boiled,  and  tlie  reft  roailed.  The  men 
and  women  fit  in  different  circles :  The  bridegroom 
alone  eating  in  company  of  the  women.  They  i&re 
all  fo  nafty  as  to  ufe  the  lappets  of  their  greafy  man- 
tles for  plates  *,  but  their  fpoons  are  fea-fhcUs.  Din- 
ner being  over,  what  is  left  is  fct  by,  and  they  go  to 
I'moking  -,  each  co^iipany  having  one  tobacco-pipe. 
The  perfon  who  fills  it,  after  taking  two  or  three 
whiffs,  gives  it  to  his  or  her  n-w^ighbour  ;  and  thus  it 
goes  round.  The  beft  part  of  the  night  is  fpenc  in 
fmoking  and  merriment,  till  the  briuegroom  retires 
to  the  arms  of  hi.;  briLlt:,  and  the  company  leparace. 
The  next  day  they  again  airemble,  and  feaft  and 
fmoke  as  before :  an.i  cfiis  is  continued  every  day,  till 
the  provifioiis  di  clfcc!  on  tlie  day  of  marriage  are  con- 
fumed.  l'p.)n  thtrfe  occafions  ihey  have  neither  mu- 
lic  nor  dancing;  a.-ul  they  have  only  their  ordinary 
drink,  which  is  milk  and  wacer. 

A  Hctter.tct  never  has  a  h.ui  of  his  own  till  after 
his  marriage,  and  then  his  uife  aHlfts  him,  not  only 
in  erecting  it,  but  in  getting  the  mat:rrials,  which 
-re  all  new,  and  in  providing  ihc  nirrsicure.  This  be- 
ing d»)ne,  he  abandons  to  her  the  care  and  toil  of  feck- 
ir'.g  and  drcffiog  the  fitmily  p.-oviQons,  except  when 
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)ie  goes  ci  hunting  or  fifhing  :  fhc  alfo  bears  a  part  in 
attending  the  cattle. 

At  the  birth  of  a  child  the  parents  have  a  folcmn 
feall  by  way  of  thankfgiving,  of  which  all  the  inha- 
bitants of  the  kranl  partake.  But  upon  the  birth  of 
the  firft  fon,  the  rejoicings  are  far  fupcrior  to  thofc  at- 
tending any  other  birth.  1  he  p.ircnts  flay  cattle 
very  liberally  for  the  entertainment  oi  the  whole  kranl; 
and  every  one,  on  fuch  an  occafion,  is  particularly 
zeal'jus  to  confrrdtulatc  them  on  the  obtaining;  an  heir. 
If  at  any  time  a  woman  has  twins,  and  they  are  both 
boys,  th(.y  kill  two  fat  bullocks,  and  all  their  neigh- 
bours, men,  women,  and  children,  rejoice  at  their 
birth  as  a  great  blefling.  The  mother  only  is  exclud- 
ed from  the  entertainment;  and  has  only  fome  fat 
fent  her,  to  anoint  herfelf  and  her  infants.  However, 
if  the  twins  are  girls,  there  is  little  or  no  rejoicing  ^ 
and  all  the  facrifice  they  make,  is  at  moft  a  couple  of 
Ihcep.  On  thefe  occafioris  they  often  give  the  lie  to 
thcfe  thankfgivings  by  a  cruel  cuftom,  praftifed  in- 
deed by  other  nations,  but  contrary  to  every  fenti- 
nient  of  reafon  and  humanity.  If  the  parents  are 
poor^  or  the  mother  pretends  that  ihc  has  not  milk 
for  both  the  twin  girls,  the  word  featured  of  the  two 
Is  buried  alive  a:  a  diftance  from  the  kraal ;  cafe 
among  the  buth'^s^  or  tied  on  its  back  to  an  under 
bough  of  a  tree,  where  it  is  lef:  to  ft.irve,  or  to  be 
devoured  by  the  birds  or  beafls  of  prey. 

An  expoled  female  infant  is  Tometimes  found  by 
an  Euroj^ean  :  when,  if  it  be  dead,  he  generally  Rays 
to  bury  it ;  but  if  it  be  alive,  he  always  takes  it 
home  j  and  if  he  is  not  willing  to  breed  it  up,  he 
eafily  finds  thofe  who  are.  Tiivfc  children  receive  a 
good  education  •,  and  great  care  is  taken  to  inllriici: 
them  thoroughly  in  the  knowloge  of  Chriilianity,  and 
to  fccurc  them  from  falling  off  to  ti';e  Hottcncot  n  iili- 
ncfs  and  iilolatries  :  but  thefe  generous  laboins  ha\ e 
never  prc^iuced  any  lafting  effccV.  Not  once  has  i: 
appeared  that  a  Hottentot  mind  is  to  be  deprived  of 
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its  native  bia(s :  for  thefe  unhappy  females  no  fboner 
come  CO  years  of  maturity,  than  flying  to  their  own 
people,  they  conftantly  renounce  the  Chriftum  reli- 
gion, with  the  European  manners  and  apparel ;  em- 
brace the  religion  and  cuftoms.of  their  anceftors,  and 
remain  with  the  Hottentots  ever  after. 

At  eight  or  nine  years  of  age,  the  young  Hotten- 
tot is,  with  great  ceremony,  deprived  of  his  left  tct 
tide  :  but  the  poverty  of  the  parent  fometimes  occa- 
fions  its  being  deferred  till  the  youth  is  eighteen  years 
of  age ;  this  cruel  ceremony  being  attended  with  feme 
cxpencc.  This  is  fuppofed  to  contribute  to  the  agi- 
lity of  the  Hottentots :  they  have  alio  a  prevailing 
opinion,  that  a  man  with  two  tefticles  conftantly  be- 
gets two  children  ;  and  was  a  young  man  to  try  the 
experiment,  both  he  and  the  woman  would  lie  at 
the  mercy  of  the  rulers,  and  the  woman  would^  for 
fo  great  a  crime,  be  perhaps  torn  to  pieces  by  her 
own  fex. 

This  is  one  afl:  of  legitimation  for  the  marriage  of 
the  males  •,  but  it  is  not  the  only  one.  Till  they  are 
about  eighteen  years  of  age  they  are  confined  to  the 
tuition  of  their  mothers,  and  live  and  ramble  about 
with  them :  there  is  tliencfore  a  fecond  aft  of  legiti- 
mation by  which  they  are  made  men  :  when  the  fa- 
ther, or  the  generality  of  the  men  in  the  kraal,  rc- 
folve  to  call  a  young  man  into  their  fociety,  all  the 
inhabitants  aflemble  in  the  middle  of  a  kraal,  and 
fit  upon  the  ground  in  a  circle :  the  young  fellow  to 
be  admitted,  being  without  the  circle,  is  ordered  to 
fquat  down  upon  his  hams  •,  and  then  the  oldeft  man 
of  the  kraal  riles,  and  aflcs,  Whether  the  youth  with- 
out fliall  be  adnMttcd  into  their  Ibciety,  and  made  a 
man  ?  To  this  all  anfwering,  Yes,  yes,  he  leaves  the 
circle,  and  fl:epping  up  to  the  youth,  informs  him> 
That  the  men  having  thought  him  worthy  of  being 
admitted  into  their  fociety,  he  is  now  to  take  an  eter- 
nal farewel  of  his  mother,  the  nurfcry,  and  all  his 
puerile  employments :  thai  if  he  is  but  once  feen  talk' 
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iHg  to  his  mother,  arid  does  not  always  carefully  avoid 
her  company,  he  will  be  confidered  as  a  child,  and 
Unworthy  of  the  converiatiori  of  the  men,  from  which 
he  will  be  banifhed  :  that  all  his  thoughts,  words  and 
actions  mull  now  be  manly.  This  he  repeats  till  he 
judges  that  he  has  Bxed  thefe  admonitioris  on  his 
nriind.  The  youth  having  before  well  daubed  him- 
felf  with  fat'  and  foot,  the  old  man  evacuates  afmoak- 
ing  dream  of  urine  all  over  him,  having  before  re- 
ferved  his  water  for  that  purpofe.  The  youth  re- 
ceives the  ftream  with  eagernefs  and  joy  ;  and  mak- 
ing furtows  with  his  long  nails  in  the  fat  upon  his 
body,  rubs  in  the  briny  fluid  with  the  quickell  ac- 
tion. The  old  man  having  given  him  the  lafl  drop. 
Utters  aloud  the  following  benediction :  "  Good  for- 
tune attend  thee.  Live  to  old  age.  Increafe  and 
fAuItiply.  May  thy  beard  grow  foon.*'  The  youth 
h  then  fblemnly  proclaimed  a  man  *,  and  all  the  men 
fead  upon  a  (heep,  part  roaded,  and  part  boiled* 

If  after  this  the  young  man  is  feen  eating  and! 
drinking  with  the  women,  he  is  treated  with  the  ut- 
mod  contempt :  he  becomes  the  jed  and  derifion  of 
Che  whole  kraal,  and  is  excluded  from  the  converfa- 
tion  of  the  men,  till  the  ceremony  is  performed  over 
again. 

A  Hottentot,  thus  freed  from  the  care  of  his  mo- 
ther, may  be  fo  brutifh  anJ  unnatural  as  to  cudgel 
ber,  merely  to  diew  his  independence;  and  it  is 
conimon  for  a  young  fellow,  on  his  being  admitted 
into  the  fociety  of  the  mtn,  to  go  and  abufe  his 
niorher,  as  a  tedimony  of  the  fincerity  of  his  inten- 
tions to  follow  the  admonitions  given  him. 

We  have  already  obferved,  that  fome  of  the  Hot- 
'tentots  have  a  kind  of  honourable  didindion  in  wear- 
ing bladders  tied  to  their  hair,  as  trophies  of  their  va- 
lour. Thefe  arc  thofe,  who  having  fingly  encoun- 
tered and  flain  a  lion,  tyger,  leopard,  elephant,  rhi- 
noceros or  eik,  are  confidered  as  heroes.  Such  a  pcr- 
fun,  on  his  return  home,  fquacs  down ;  but  is  (boh 
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vifited  by  an  old  man  deputed  by  the  reft  of  the  kraal^ 
to  thank  and  congratulate  him  upon  fo  beneficial 
an  exploit:  and  to  acquaint  him,  that  the  men  of  the 
kraal  expeft  him  immediately  to  receive  from  them 
the  honours  that  are  his  due.  The  heroe  inftantly 
rifcs,  and  attends  the  meflenger  to  the  middle  of  the 
kraaU  where  all  the  men  wait  for  him ;  and  Iquat- 
ting  down  on  the  mat  ipread  for  him,  all  the  mea 
Tquat  round  him,  while  the  heroe*s  face  is  fluihed 
with  joy.  The  deputy  then  marches  up  to  the  heroe, 
and  pours  a  plentiful  ftream  all  over  him  from  head 
to  foot ;  pronouncing  over  him  certain  terms,  which 
I  could  never  get  explained.  The  heroe,  as  in  other 
cafes,  rubs  in  the  fmoaking  ftream  upon  his  face  and 
fcvery  other  part,  with  the  greateft  eagernefs.  This 
iJone,  the  deputy  lights  his  pipe,  and  having  taken 
two  or  three  whiffs,  gives  it  to  whomever  he  pleafes 
in  the  circle  •,  who  having  taken  the  fame  lolace, 
gives  it  to  another  :  and  thus  it  goes  round  till  only 
the  aOies  rcir.ain,  which  the  deputy  fhakes  upon  the 
heroe,  who  rubs  them  into  the  fat  on  his  body  with 
an  eager  motion,  as  if  he  would  not  lofe  one  particle 
of  it.  The  circle  thcrn  rifes,  he  does  fo  too ;  and 
every  one  congratulates  him  on  the  high  honour  he 
has  received,  and  thanks  him  for  the  lervice  he  has 
doi.e  his  country.  The  heroe  nowconfiders  himfclf  as 
raifcd  to  the  higheft  fummit  of  human  glory ;  and 
by  ihc  bla.ldtrr  ot  the  bcaft  he  has  killed,  which  he 
wears  faftened  to  his  hair,  and  the  majeftic  port  he 
ever  ahcr  iiiruriics,  demands  the  homage  and  reljpcct 
wh'ch  IIortciKor  cuftom  allions  to  his  dienitv. 

The  dcLi'h  of  no  v/ild  bcalt  gives  ibch  joy  to  a 
kraal,  as  that  of  a  tyger.  .  The  Plotrcntots  are  infi- 
nitely t'oivA  of  th.e  flclli ;  which,  indeed,  I  found  to 
be  '  oft  deliciou'j  iood,  and  much  luperior  to  tl;e 
fineft  veal. 

1  now  con'c  to  the  l:ift  ccrci-iionk-'s  tb.at  h;ivc  a  refe- 
rence to  a  p=  ivaie  perlbn  :  thole  iha:  attend  and  luc- 
ceed  his  dcDarcure  out  of  life.     A  Hottentot  man, 
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woman  or  child,  being  in  the  agony  of  death,  the 
friends  and  relations  affemblc  and  lee  up  a  terrible 
howling :  but  the  breath  is  no  fooner  out  of  the 
body,  than  they  join  in  fo  dreadful  a  chorus  of  fcream- 
ing,  howling,  yelling,  roaring,  and  clapping  of 
hands,  that  it  is  impoflible  for  an  European  to  (lay 
In  the  kraal  with  fafety  to  his  brains.  The  corpfe  is 
inftantly  wrapt  up  neck  and  heels  together,  much  in 
the  pofture  of  a  child  in  the  womb,  in  the  krofife  of 
the  deceafed,  fo  clofe,  that  not  the  ieafl  part  of  it  is  to 
be  fcen.  The  grave  is  almoft  always  either  a  clift  in 
a  rock,  or  a  hole  made  by  a  wild  beaft  •,  for  the 
Hottentots  never  dig  one  when  either  of  the^e  is  to 
be  found  at  a  convenient  diftance.  About  fix  hours 
rftcr  the  death,  the  burial  is  performed.  When  the 
corpfe  is  ready  to  be  brougi^.t  out,  all  the  men  and 
women  of  the  kraal,  but  fuch  as  are  employ -d  about 
the  corpfe,  affemblc  before  the  door  of  the  hut ;  and 
fquatting  in  two  circles,  the  men  in  one,  and  the 
women  in  another,  they  clap  their  hands,  crying  in 
doleful  accents,  *'  Bo,  bo,  bo,  or  father,  fuclicr, 
"  father."  The  covering  being  removed,  the  corole 
is  brought  out  from  the  back  part  of  the  hut  ^  for  ic 
muft  not  be  taken  out  at  the  cf-^or.  The  bearc.s  are 
named  by  the  captain  of  the  kraal,  or  by  the  rela- 
tions of  the  deceafed  -,  and  they  Lurry  the  body  in  their 
9rnis.  When  it  is  brouyrht  out,  the  circles  berore 
the  door  rife  and  follow  it  to  the  grave,  the  rncn 
and  women  in  feparate  b  )dies,  all  the  way  wringing 
their  hands  •,  howling  out,  "  Bo,  bo,  bo,*'  and  put- 
^ng  thcmfelves  in  fuch  ridiculous  poUures,  tl.at  it  is 
difficult  for  an  European  to  be  prcfent  and  forbear 
laughing.  Having  put  the  corpfe  into  the  !io!e,  they 
fill  it  up  with  the  mould  of  ant-hills,  that  it  may  be 
the  fooner  confumed  ;  and  cram  rtones  and  pieces  of 
wood  into  the  grave  to  prevent  its  bcirig  devoured  by 
wild  beads.  This  being  done,  they  rc:urn  to  the 
kraal,  fquat  a^ain  in  two  circles  before  thft  door,  and 
for  about  an  hour  longer  continue  their  lamentations, 

D  d  3  till 


4p6  KOLBEN's  VOYAXJE  to- 

till  the  word  being  given  for  filencc  ;  two  oU  .men, 
the  friends  or  relations  of  the  dece^fed,  enter  into 
each  circle,  and  fparingly  difpenfe  their  ftreams  upon 
each  perfon,  fo  that  all  may  have  fome :  all  (he 
company  receive  their  water  with  eagernefs  and  ve- 
neration. This  being  done,  each  fteps  into  the  hut; 
and  taking  up  a  handful  of  aihes  from  the  hearth, 
comes  out  by  the  paffagc  made  by  the  corpfc,  aoc] 
ftrews  the  afhes  by  little  and  little  upon  the  whok 
company.  This,  fay  they,  is  done  to  humble  their 
pride  •,  to  banilh  all  notions  of  diftinftion ;  and  to 
fhew  them,  that  old  and  young,  rich  and  poor,  the 
weak  and  ftrong,  the  beautiful  and  the  ugly,  wUI  all 
be  alike,  and  reduced  to  dud  and  aflies.  If  the  de- 
ceafed  has  left  any  cattle,  the  heir  now  kills  a  fli^ep  j 
and  fome  of  his  nearell  relations,  if  they  are  able,  do 
the  fame,  for  the  entertainment  of  the  kraal.  The 
caul  of  the  fheep  killed  by  the  heir  is  well  powdered 
with  buchu,  and  put  about  his  neck  ;  and  be  is  oblig- 
ed to  wear  it  till  it  rots  off.  The  other  relations  wear 
likcwife  about  iheir  necks  the  cauls  of  the  fheep  they 
kill  on  this  occafion.  1  hcfe  cauls  are  the  mourning  the 
rich  Hottentots  put  on  for  the  dead.  But  if  their  re* 
laiions  are  fo  poor,  that  they  cannot  afford  to  kill  any 
cattle  for  the  cntcrtainnient  of  the  kraal,  they  (have 
their  heads  in  narrow  ftripes,  alternately  leaving  ^ 
ftripe  of  hair,  and  another  fhaved. 

But  they  have  a  moft  horrid  cuftom  with  regard  to 
thofe  of  both  fexes  who  are  grown  fuperannuatcd. 
So  long  as  an  old  man  or  woman  is  able  to  fetch  in  4 
llick  a  day,  or  can  perform  any  office  of  kindnefs, 
care  is  taken  to  render  their  lives  as  eafy  as  pofllble : 
b'Jt  when  they  cm  be  of  no  manner  of  fervice,  th^y 
are,  by  the  confent  of  tiic  kraal,  placed  in  a  folitary 
hut  at  a  confidcrable  diftancc,  with  a  fmall  (lock  of 
provifions  within  their  reach  •,  wlicre  they  are  left, 
witho'Jt  any  one  to  affnl  them,  to  die  of  hunger,  or 
le  devoured  by  the  wild  beads.  Cruel  as  this  cu(^ 
torn  is,  they  ccnfidcr  it  as  an  aft  of  mercy  j  and  are 
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filled  with  amazemeiu;  at  hearing  the  Europeans  fpeak 
of  it  with  horror. 

Befide  thefe,  they  have  fotne  ceremonies  of  a  gene- 
ral concern  :  as  upon  the  overthrow  of  an  enemy  \ 
on  a  confiderable  flaughrer  being  made  of  the  wild 
beads  that  devour  their  cattle ;  on  che  removal  of  a 
kraal,  when  the  pafture  about  it  becomes  too  barren 
for  the  fupport  of  their  cattle ;  when  an  inhabitant 
dies  in  it,  whether  a  violent  or  a  natural  death ;  or 
to  propitiate  the  deity  when  a  difeafe  is  got  among 
their  (heep. 

When  they  refolve  to  remove  a  kraal,  on  account 
cf  the  barrennels  of  the  pafture,  tlicy  kill  a  fat  Iheep; 
part  they  roaft,  and  part  they  boil,  fending  the  wo- 
men the  ufual  regale  of  broth.  The  feafl:  is  con* 
duAed  with  a  great  deal  of  mirth  and  good  humour; 
and  is  confidered  as  a  thank-offering  for  the  bounties 
of  nature  enjoyed  in  that  place.  When  they  have 
done,  they  demolifh  their  cots,  pack  up  their  furni- 
ture, and  renx>ve  at  once,  the  men  in  one  body,  the 
women  and  children  in  another,  to  the  place  marked 
cut  for  a  new  iettlement :  where  being  arrived,  in 
about  two  hours  time,  they  ere£k  the  kraal,  and  dif- 
pofe  of  their  furniture.  A  iheep  is  then  killed  by 
che  women,  and  drefied  as  before ;  but  they  now 
fend  their  hufbands  the  broth,  and  eat  the  flelh  them- 
ielves.  Having  anointed  their  kroOes  with  the  fat, 
they  powder  their  hair  with  buchu,  and  go  to  the  fe- 
veral  diverlions  among  themfelves^  which  they  con- 
tinue  the  reft  of  the  day,  and  till  pretty  far  in  the 
night.  The  Iheep  is  here  confidered  as  a  facrifice ; 
and  the  undtions  and  powderbgs.  are  religious  forma- 
lities, for  the  proiperity  of  the  kraal,  and  the  conti- 
nuance of  plenty  in  that  neighbourhood. 

It  may  be  here  proptr  to  deicnbe  the  manner  of 
building  their  huts,  and  difpofing^  of  their  kraals. 
The  huts  are  all  bvaJ,  about  fourteen  feet  the  longeli: 
way,  formed  of  (ticks ;  one  end  of  which  is  fixed  in 
the  ground,  and  cbe  other  bent  over  the  top  fo  as  to 
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make  an  arch  :  but  they  arc  rarely  fo  high  as  for  a 
m^n  to  Itand  upright  within  them.  The  arches  be- 
ing fixcJ  by  tying  bent  fticks  with  a  kin  J  of  rope 
made  ot  rulhea.  the  whole  is  covered  with  mats; 
uhich  arc  made  lo  fait  to  each  other  and  the  ihcks, 
as  nst  to  be  removed  by  the  wind  or  rain.  Thole  of 
the  wealthy  Hottentots  have  alfo  a  covering  of  ikies. 
They  have  no  other  opening  but  at  the  ^entrance, 
■wiiirh  is  u\\o  arched,  and  only  about  three  feet  high; 
on  ti.e  top  of  which  is  fixed  a  ikin  to  be  taken  up 
and  kt  down,  in  order  to  keep  out  the  wind :  and 
this  is  the  only  raiThge  for  the  fmokc.  Their  furni- 
ture cor.fifts  of  earthen  pots  for  dreffing  their  viduals, 
and  fcvcral  orher  vciTels  for  holding  water,  milk,  and 
butter.  Their  fire -place  is  a  hole  made  in  the 
middle  of  the  hut;  and  their  bed,  a  fkin  fprcad 
in  a  hole  funk  a  little  below  the  furrace  of  cfac 
ground.  A  kraal  confifts  of  twenty  or  more  of  thdb 
hi.:s,  placed  near  each  other  in  a  circle,  lea^g  an 
area  in  the  midd'c;  euch  kraal  containinf:  from  one 
to  rhrte  or  four  hundred  fouls.  The  huts  of  the 
wealiiiy  jre  often  hung  with  beautiful  Ikins,  arda 
v::riety  of  trinkets :  but  thougli  ali  the  Hottentot 
hur>  ^rc  narrow,  cark.  and  filthy,  harmony  rtisjas 
con^ir-.aliv  in  iimo:i  cverv  one  of  them  :  that  hc^ 
vcri/'  c/.arrr,  fo  raiciv  to  be  round  in  the  palaces  of 
F.uro'X".  When  a  ciffcrence  hai^ocns  beiv^een  a  man 
zzA  hi?  wife,  ::  is  ioon  accommodated  :  ali  their 
nicli^^  *  rs  irifia^ntiy  iiirerpofe,  and  the  quarrel  is 
frrcv:i)\  .T;-;ie  up.  The  H.^itcntots  run  tJ  the  fup- 
prc;7ior.  of  frrife*  when  it  has  leized  a  :ar.-.ilv,  as  we 
1.0  to  pur  our  a  fire,  when  it  ha^  feizcd  a  houlc  ;  ar:d 
;:*i.o*.  '.r.LVi.:  -vls  no  Twil  till  every  matter  of  dilpute  is 
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i  L-  i.:.:  r;:M  c  ccrcnr.on^  we  fhall  here  mentior, 
:>  :.A  ;v  ::  .:.:.  '■v  oiier:n::s  Tor  a  uifr^lc  among  thei: 
i>.  :j  .  .'  >.:*.  i;.-:  ..r  :::ree  c-ys -.  on  each  of  which 
;:.i  ,..L.  -c.''.  .ifl.  .'i^c  bv  ihcmfcives.  and  feail  en 
ir.  ...  (V  ^  v»uiic  ihc  voune  men  at  a  diftance  eat  (he 
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fsntrails,  and  the  women  and  children  fpp  the  broth 
prepared  from  the  pare  that  is  boiled. .  1  he  feafl:  be- 
ing over,  they  fpend  the  remainder  of  each  day  in 
iinging  and  dancing.  . 

The  cattle  of  a  kraal  run  all  together ;  and  the 
meaneft  inhabitant,  who  has  but  a  fmgle  fheep^  has 
the  privilege  of  turning  it  into  the  flock  \  where  as 
much  care  is  uken  of  it^  as  of  th^  (heep  of  thp 
jrichcft  and  moft  powerful  of  the  l^raal.  *  They  have 
DO  particular  herdfmen  or  fhepherds,  for  driving  their 
cattle  to  the  pafture,  and  guarding  them  from  wild 
beads.  This  oHicp  they  take  upon  them  by  turns, 
three  or  four  of  them  together :  the  women  milking 
the  cows  morning  and  evening.  Between  five  and 
fix  in  the  evcrning.  they  generally  drive  them  home 
In  the  area  qf  the  kraal  they  lodge  the  calves  and  all 
the  finall  cattle ;  and  on  the  outfide  range  their  great 
pittle,  tying  two  and  two  together  by  the  feet.  Thefc 
face  in  the  night  guarded  by  the  dogs,  of  which  every 
hpt  has  one  ^r  two. 

The  Hottrntpts  have  what  they  call  Backeleyers, 
or  fighting  oxen,  which  they  ufe  in  their  wars,  as 
fome  nations  do  elephants:  thefe  gore,  kick,  and 
tcample  the  ^nemy  to  death  with  incredible  fury. 
Each  army  has  a  drove  of  them,  which  they  take 
an  opportunity  to  turn  upon  their  foe.  The  cou- 
:rtge  of  thcfe  creature^  is  amazing  1  and  the  difci- 
pline  upon  which  tk^y  are  formed,  does  not  a  little 
iionour  tp  the  Hottentt)t  genius  and  dexterity.  They 
ure  alfo  of  great  ufe  to  them  in  the  government  of 
their  herds  at  paiture ;  for  upon  a  fienal  given  them 
they  will  fetch  in  ftragglers.  Every  icraal  has  at  lead 
half  a  dozen  of  th(:|e  oxen  ;  and  when  one  of  them 
dies,  or  grows  fo  old  as  to  be  unfit  for  fcrvice,  the 
mofl  (lately  young  ox  if  chofen  out  of  the  herd,  and 
taught  to  fqcceed  him.  The  Backeleyers  know  every 
inhabitant  of  the  kraal :  but  if  a  ftnnger,  efpecially 
an  Kurofpean,  approaches  the  herd,  without  having 
with  him  a  Hottentot  of  the  kraal  to  which  they  be- 
long, 
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long,  they  make  at  him  full  gallop ;  and  if  he  is  not 
v^itnin  hearing  of  any  of  the  Hottentots  who  keep 
the  herds,  if  there  is  not  a  tree  which  he  can  immc* 
diately  climb,  or  if  he  has  not  a  lighter  pair  of  hedi, 
or  a  piece  of  fire-arms,  he  is  certainly  demoliihed. 
But  they  no  fooner  hear  the  whirling  of  the  keepen 
through  their  fingers,  or  the  report  ci  a  piftol^  than 
they  return  to  the  Herds. 

The  Hottentots  have  likewife  great  numbers  of 
oxen  for  carriage  i  whom  thqr  break  with  fuch  an, 
that  they  render  them  as  obedient  to  their  drivers,  as 
a  taught  dog  in  Europe  is  to  the  commands  of  his 
snafter. 

The  Hottentots  are  very  expert  at  feveral  arts: 
they  will  make  mats  and  ropes  of  great  ftrength  of 
flags  and  bultufhes,  and  form  earthen-pots  of  At 
mould  of  ant-hills,  in  which  the  bruifed  ant-eggs 
form  a  furprifing  cement.  They  fafhion  the  pot  on 
a  fmooth  fiat  flione,  by  hand,  as  a  paftry-cook  does 
a  pye ;  lee  it  dry  in  the  fun,  and  then  burn  it  in  a 
hole  made  in  the  earth,  by  making  a  quick  fire  over 
ft.  Thefe  pots  are  as  black  as  jet,  and  of  a  furprif- 
ing firmnels.  They  point  their  weapons  with  iron, 
which  they  even  draw  from  the  ore ;  and  with  no 
other  implements  but  ilones,  beat  it  our,  and  Ihape 
it  into  weapons  :  after  which  they  grind  and  polifli  it 
fo  nicely  upon  a  flat  (lone,  as  to  render  it  a  valuable 
piece  of  work,  both  for  ufe  and  beauty.  This  inge- 
nuity is  not  inconfiftent  with  their  habitual  lazindfs; 
for  a  poor  Hottentot  having  made  a  fet  of  arms  far 
his  own  ufe,  and  another  for  fale  to  a  rich  one,  by 
which  he  has  got  two  or  three  heads  of  cattle,  can 
hardly  ever  be  induced  to  fet  his  hand  to  the  fame 
labour  a  third  time. 

A  Hottentot  arrow  confifts  of  a  fmall  tapering 
ftick  or  cane,  of  about  a  foot  and  a  half  in  length, 
pointed  with  a  fmall  thin  piece  of  iron  bearded,  and 
joined  tolthe  ftick  or  cane  by  a  barrel.  Their  bows 
are  made  of  olive  or  iron-wood  j  and  the  ftrings  of 
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the  fincws  or  guts  of  beads,  faftcned  to  a  ftrong 
wooden  or  iron  hook  at  each  end  of  the  bow.  The 
quiver  is  a  long  narrow  bag,  made  of  the  (kin  of  an 
ox,  elk,  or  elephant,  and  flung  over  the  fhoulder  by 
a  ftrap  faflened  to  it ;  but  to  the  upper  end  of  the 
quiver  is  fixed  a  hook,  on  which  the  bow  is  hung, 
Ivhen  they  go  to  war,  or  to  the  chace.  The  hafla- 
gaye  is  a  kind  of  half  pike  :  the  fliaft  is  a  taper  (lick, 
of  the  length  ^nd  thicknefs  of  a  rake-handle,  armed 
at  the  thickefl:  end  with  a  little  thin  iron  plate,  taper* 
ing  to  a  point,  and  very  (harp  on  the  edges.  The 
rackum-ilick  is  a  kind  of  dart,  little  u[)ore  than  a 
foot  long,  made  of  hard  wood.  In  the  ufe  of  thefe 
weapons,  the  Hottentots  fhew  fuch  quicknefs  of  eye, 
and  furenefs  of  hand,  as  I  believe  no  people  upon 
earth,  have  befide  themfelves.  They  (land  not,  as  the 
Europeans,  like  ftatues,  to  take  their  aim  ;  but  (kip 
from  fide  to  fide,  and  brandifli  and  whirl  the  weapon 
fbout  m  fuch  a  manner,  that  you  would  take  the 
ivhole  for  idle  fiourifh  :  but,  on  a  fudden,  away  ic 
flies  to  the  mark.  Their  dexterity  on  thefe  occafions 
is  quite  incredible^ 

The  Hottentots  are  very  expert  and  courageous 
hunters,  (hewing  gre^t  art  and  agility  in  taking  and 
killing  the  wildeft  animals :  they  are  likewiie  very 
dexterous  fwimmers ;  this  they  perform  in  a  difierenc 
manner  from  other  nations ;  they  tibat  the  water  with 
their  feet,  and  raifing  themfelves  ere£b,  paddle  along 
with  their  necks  and  s^rms  above  the  furface*  Thus 
they  crofs  deep  rivers,  and  proceed  with  great  fwift- 
nefs  in  the  fea,  dancing  forward  without  the  leaft  ap- 
prehenfion  of  danger,  in  the  manner  which  the  Euro- 
pean fwimmers  call  treading  the  water  •,  rifing  and  fal- 
ling with  the  waves  like  fo  many  corks.  They  are  alfo 
extreamly  expert  at  fifiiing. 

I  have  already  obferved  that  the  wealth  of  the  Hot- 
tentots confifts  in  their  cattle,  and  it  is  never  to  be 
ieen  in  any  other  kind,  unlefs  it  be  in  elephant's  teeth, 
of  which  they  get  a  great  number,  though  they  bring 

but 
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but  few  to  the  Cape.  The  Dutch  ima^in^  they  4it 
pole  of  the  bed  part  of  them  to  the  inhabitants  of 
Terra  du  Natal,  or  to  the  Portuguefe  at  Mofairifaique, 
They  have  no  fuch  thing  as  monef  among  them  \  for 
their  traffic  with  one  another,  as  well  as  with  ftrangers, 
is  always  in  the  way  of  barter,  Generally  fpeaking, 
they  part  with  the  cattle,  both  to  the  Europeans  and 
to  one  another,  at  fo  cheap  a  rate  as  is  almoft  incre^ 
flible.  i  never  oflered  a  pound  of  tobacco  to  a  Hot-? 
tentot  fbr  an  ox,  half  a  pound  for  a  largp  fheep,  and 
a  quarter  of  a  pound  for  a  fat  latpb,  but  thb  offer 
was  accepted ;  though  I  had  the  bargain,  the  iboner^ 
if  I  offered  to  crown  it  with  the  prefent  of  a  dram. 

The  wild  beafts  of  this  country  are  cxtrearr.ly  fierce 
andi  favag^.  The  lions  here  are  re^narkable  fbr  their 
ftrength.  When  they  come  upon  their  prey  they 
knock  it  down,  and  never  bite  it  till  they  have  given 
it  the  mortal  blow  •,  which  is  generally  accompanied 
with  a  dreadful  roar.  When  the  lion  is  pinched  with 
hunger,  he  (hakes  his  mane  and  lafhes  his  fides  with 
his  tail.  When  he  is  thus  agitated,  it  is  almoft  cer- 
tain death  to  come  in  his  way ;  and  as  he  generally 
lurks  for  his  prey  behind  the  bufhes,  travellers  feme- 
times  do  not  difcover  the  motion  of  his  tail  till  it  is 
too  late :  but  if  the  lion  (hakes  not  his  mane,  nor 
lafhes  himfelt  with  his  tail,  a  traveller  may  pafs  fafely 
by  him.  The  flelh  of  a  lion  eats  fomething  like  ve- 
nifon. 

The  Cnpe  elephants  are  much  larger  than  thofe  of 
any  other  country,  and  their  teeth  are  from  60  to 
120  pounds  weight.  Thofe  authors  are  miftaken 
who  lay  that  they  deep  ftandinr; ;  for  I  have  many 
a  time  feen  very  perfect:  imprellions  of  their  bodies 
on  t!ie  ground  where  they  have  flept.  Their  ordi- 
irxry  I'xhI  is  grai's,  heath,  roots,  and  the  tender  bran- 
rhrs  nf  llirubs,  Thev  have  no  hair-,  a.Kl  their 
Jk;ns  have  a  multitude  of  icars  and  fcratches,  which 
tl-ev  receive  bv  preffing  through  thorns  and  bullies. 

The 
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The  Cape  rhinoceros  is  of  a  dark  afh-colour,  ap- 
proaching CO  a  black.  His  ikin  is  alfo  without  hair; 
but  is  fo  hard,  that  it  is  difficult  to  pierce  it  with  a 
iharp  knife.  He  is  represented  as  armed  all  over 
with  fcales ;  but  thofe  at  tlie  Cape  have  really  none, 
though  the  numberlefs  fears  and  Scratches  on  his  hide 
make  him  lcx>k  at  a  dillance  is  if  fenced  with  fcales* 
His  mouth  refembles  that  of  a  hog,  and  upon  his 
fnout  grows  a  folid  dark  grey  horn  near  two  feet  long, 
fomewhat  bent ;  with  which,  when  he  is  angry^  he 
will  tear  up  the  ground,  and  throw  ftones  a  great  way 
over  his  head  :  and  on  his  forehead  is  another  horn, 
iabout  fix  inches  in  length,  hollow,  and  in  the  form 
of  a  half  bo^l  inverted.  His  ears  are  fmall,  and  his 
legs  ihorter  than  thofe  of  the  elephant.  With  that 
animal  he  is  at  perpetual  enmity  ;  and  wherever  he 
furpriles  him,  he  rips  open  his  belly  with  the  horn 
on  his  fnout.  He  catches  the  fcent  of  any  creature 
that  is  to  the  windward  of  him,  and  marches  toward 
;t  on  a  right  line,  grunting  and  tearing  his  way  through 
all  oppolition  of  trees  and  buihcs.  He  never  attacks 
a  man  unprovoked,  unlefs  he  wears  a  red  coat ;  in 
which  cafe,  he  rends  and  deftroys  every  thing  that 
ftands  between  him  and  the  objcft  of  his  rage  :  if  he 
feizes  him,  he  throws  him  over  his  head  with  great 
violence,  and  then  feeds  upon  him  by  licking  the 
flcfh  off  the  bones  with  his  rough  and  prickly  tongue. 
His  eyes  arc  very  linall  •,  and  he  only  fees  ftraight  for- 
ward :  though  he  is  pretty  fwift  of  foot,  he  is  very 
flow  and  a*,  kward  in  turning.  1  he  way  then  to  avoid 
him  is  to  fuffer  him  to  conriC  within  eight  or  ten  paces 
of  you,  and  then  to  flip  a  few  paces  afide ;  by  which 
means  he  loies  fight  or  you,  and  it  colls  him  a  great 
deal  of  aukward  trouble  to  get  you  again  in  his  view. 
This  I  have  more  than  once  experienced.  He  feeds 
chiefly  on  flirubs,  broom,  and  thiitles. 

The  wild  aflcs  of  the  Cape,  known  by  the  name 

of  the  Zebra,  arc  very  beautiful  creatures.      They 

are  of  the  fize  of  an  ordinary  faddlc  horfc,  and  re- 

4  femble 


4t4      kolben^s  voyage  » 

ff  mble  an  afs  in  nothing  but  the  ler^h  of  their  ^tii 
The  legs  of  this  animal  are  very  flender  and  well  pro- 
portioned ;  and  the  hair  on  his  body  is  fofc  and  fleek< 
On  the  ridge  of  his  back  a  black  llreak  extends  from 
his  mane  to  his  tail,  and  on  each  fide  are  a  great  many 
ftreaks  of  various  colours,  that  meet  under  his  belly 
in  fo  many  girts :  fome  are  white,  fome  yellow,  and 
fome  of  a  chefnut-colour ;  and  thefe  colours  loie 
themfelves  in  one  another,  in  a  very  beautiful  man« 
ner.  His  head,  ears,  mane,  and  tail,  are  alio  ftreak- 
ed  with  the  fame  variety.  He  is  fo  fwift  that,  I  am 
apt  to  believe,  there  is  not  an  horfe  in  the  world  diat 
can  keep  up  with  him. 

The  earth  hogs  in  the  Hottentot  countries  are  noC 
unlike  the  hogs  in  Europe,  only  they  are  Ibmewhat 
red  :  their  he^s  are  longer,  their  fnouts  more  pomt-' 
ed,  and  they  are  quite  toothlcfs.  The  tongue  of  this 
animal  is  very  long  and  (harp.  When  he  is  hungry 
he  looks  out  for  an  ant-hill,  and  placing  himfelf  near 
it,  he  ftretches  out  his  tongue  to  a  great  length,  when 
the  ants  mount  upon  it  in  vaft  numbers,  where  they 
are  held  by  a  glutinous  matter  -,  and  when  it  is  WcU 
covered,  he  draws  in,  fwallows  them,  and  then  lays 
out  his  tongue  for  more.  His  legs  are  long  and 
ftrong.  He  fcraiches  holes  in  the  ground,  in  which 
he  hides  himfelf;  and  is  very  expeditious  at  this 
work.  If  he  gets  but  his  head  and  fore-legs  into  the 
earth,  he  holds  fo  fall,  that  the  ftrongeft  man  cannot 
pull  him  out.  His  flcfh  taftes  much  like  that  of  t 
Wild  hog. 

The  porcupines  of  the  Cape  are  about  two  feet 
high,  and  three  long.  His  head  and  feet  are  like 
tholb  of  a  hare,  and  his  cars  refcmble  thofe  of  a  man. 
His  flefli  is  wholefome  and  well  tafted.  This  animal 
does  great  mifchicf  in  the  gardens :  and  therefore, 
when  the  breach  is  dilcovered  by  which  he  enters 
them,  a  muflcet  is  planted  againft  it,  charged  and 
cocived :  to  the  trigger  is  tied  a  ft  ring,  which  runs 
clofe  along  by  the  barrel  to  the  muzzle,  where  a  car- 
rot 
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rotor  turnip  is  faftenccL  The  porcupine,  on  feizing 
this  bait,  pulls  the  trigger,  and  is  (hoc. 

The  baboons  at  the  Cape  are  very  mtmerous^  and 
frequently  enter  the  gardens  and  orchards,  they  be- 
ing great  lovers  of  fruit.  On  their  entering  them, 
they  fet  a  party  to  watch  upon  the  fences,  and  k 
number  of  them  begin  to  ftrip  the  trees,  while  the 
reil  ftand  at  a  diftance  from  each  other,  in  a  line 
from  the  orchard  or  garden  to  the  place  of  rendez- 
vous. The  fruit  as  it  is  gathered  is  tofled  to  the  ba- 
boon at  the  head  of  the  line;  and  k  immediately  paA 
fes  from  hand  to  hand ;  they  being  {o  very  nimble 
and  quick  fighted,  as  hardly  ever  to  fail  catching  in 
their  paws  the  fruit  that  is  thrown  to  them.  All  this 
is  done  with  great  filence  and  difpatch.  When  the 
baboons  upon  the  watch  difcover  any  body  approach^ 
ing,  they  give  a  loud  cry,  and  the  whole  troop  fcours 
away  as  if  deilru£tion  was  at  their  heels ;  the  young 
ones  jumping  up  on  the  backs  of  their  mothers. 

One  of  the  mod  extraordinary  aninials  at  the  Cape 
IS  called  by  the  Dutch  Stinkbingfem,  or  Stinkboz : 
ftinking  being  the  grand  defence  nature  has  given 
diis  creature  againft  all  its  enemies.  It  is  ihaped  like 
a  ferret,  and  is  of  the  fize  of  a  middling  dog.  When 
its  purfuer,  whether  man  or  beaft,  is  come  pretty 
near,  it  pours  from  its  tail  fo  horrid  a  ftench,  that  it 
is  impollible  to  endure  it.  A  man  is  almoft  knocked 
down  by  it,  before  he  can  get  away  ;  and  a  dog,  or 
other  animal,  is  fo  ftrangely  confounded  by  it,  that 
he  is  obliged  every  minute  to  ftop,  to  rub  his  nofe 
in  the  grais,  or  againit  a  tree.  The  ftinkbingfem 
having  thus  flopped  his  purfuer,  gets  a  great  way 
arhead  of  him  before  the  chace  can  be  renewed ; 
and  if  he  comes  up  with  him  a  fecond  time,  he  gives 
him  another  dofe,  and  by  that  means  efcapcs  again. 
Thus  he  proceeds,  till  his  purfuer  is  dunk  out  of  the 
field.  This  animal  b  fometimes  (hot  by  the  Euro- 
peans, but  they  are  obliged  to  flifier  it  to  lie  rill  it 
rots  ^  for  it  is  no  foonerdcad,  than  its  bodv  contracts 
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cfefcthw  mlniir r.  tfae  iw^^iali^ Mr«ftlaBg>«Bfc 
«.dioJe-af:«.ft(»^  trtor  anoraiigecolour;  andne 
feet  lefeaUc  tliefe  oi  a,  goofc.  The  fleOt  is-  '■d 
tailed  i  and  the  tongue,  which  is  large  aod  fat,  cats 
Hke  tnarovr. 

Ofttiches  are  fir  iiumeraut^  chat  a  man  can  haidlf 
valk  aquaner  of.  an  bcitir  in  the  country  without  faa 
ing  one  or  more  of  them  .The  feathers  of  focnc  of  tliett 
are  blacic,  and  of  others  white  :  the  head  is  very  finH 
ia  pFopotxion  to  the  body,  which  is  the  largeft  in  tfac 
^ihered  world  :  the  neck  is  long,  the  legs  thiclcaod- 
of  great  ftrength;.and  the  .feet,  which  are  dmat, 
rere[Dfale.thQfe  of  a  goat.  The  weight  of  the  <Aad/s 
body  ptevents  her  ..being  able  to  tly ;  but  when  ftt: 
fees  herfeLF'in  dancer,  Ihe  runs,  and  promotes  her 
Ipeed  by  clapping  her  wings,  proceeding  with-  §adl 
fwiftneft^  that  ajnan  muft  be  well  mounted  to  otcf* 
tala  her. :  i£  Ote  finds  Ihe  cannot  efcape  her  puriiies 
flie  hides,  her  head,  and  Hands  Hock  IHll,  till  Ihe  k 
fhot  or  fetzed.  Oftriches  will  Cwailow  pebbles, « 
pieces  of  iron ;  but  void  them  wlwle,  without  aof 
remarkable  change.-  They  are  eaGly  tamed  ;  and 
their  eggs,  are  fo  large,  that  one  of  thera  will  give  s 
pretty  good  meal  to  three  or  four  perfons.  The 
ofiiiches 
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oftriches  at  the  Cape  do  not  leave  their  eggs  to  be 
hatched  in  the  fun ;  for  the  male  and  female  fit  upon 
them  by  turns.  1  hey  lay  them  in  the  fand  ;  but  if 
any  one  touches  them,  even  without  doing  them  the 
leafl:  hurt,  the  oftrich  will  fbrfake  them.  The  youi^ 
ones  are  not  able  to  walk  till  fome  time  after  they  are 
out  of  the  (hell ;  and  are  therefore  attended  by  the 
old  one,  till  they  are  in  a  condition  to  take  care  of 
themfelves. 

Among  the  reptiles  at  the  Cape  there  are  feveral 
forts  of  ferpents,  of  which  the  tree-fcrpcnt  fcems  one 
of  the  moft  Angular.  It  is  about  two  yards  long, 
and  three  Quarters  of  an  inch  thick.  This  ferpent 
winds  itielf  about  the  branches  of  trees  in  fuch  a 
manner,  as  to  be  hardly  diftinguiflied  from  them : 
all  the  difference  in  point  of  colour,  is  its  being  a  lit- 
tle fpeckled.  While  perfons  are  gazing  at  the  tree» 
it  darts  its  head  in  their  faces,  andfometimes  wounds 
them. 

The  dipfas  or  thirfl-ferpent,  is  (o  called  from  its 
bite  caufing  a  burning  thirft.  It  is  frequently  to  be 
met  with  in  the  Cape  countries,  and  is  about  three 
quarters  of  a  yard  long.  T<he  aip  is  of  an  afh-colour, 
fpeckled  with  red  and  yellow.  The  head  and  neck 
are  very  broad ;  the  eyes  are  flat,  and  funk  in  the 
head  *,  and  near  each  of  them  grows  a  flefby  protu* 
berance :  they  are  of  various  lengths,  and  fome  of 
them  feveral  yards  long.  The  Cape  hair-ferpent  is 
about  a  yard  long,  and  three  quarters  of  an  inch 
thick.  It  is  more  dangerous  than  any  of  the  other 
ferpfcnts,  its  bite  caufing  immediate  death,  unlcfs 
there  be  a  remedy  at  hand.  Scorpions  are  very  nu- 
merous at  the  Cape,  and  harbour  moftly  among  the 
Itones ;  on  which  account  the  Europeans  are  very 
cautious  of  renioving  the  flones  with  their  hands,  for 
fear  of  being  flung. 

They  have  filb  at  the  Cape  in  great  plenty :  whales, 
porpoifcs,  pilot  fifli,   fharks,  flying- fifh,    pike,   bar- 
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bels,  carp,  eels,  lobilers,  crabs,  oyfters,  and.manf 
other  kinds. 

There  arc  fevcral  fort^  of  fea-fnails ;  among  which 
the  pearl-lhails  are  moft  worthy  of  notice.  It  is  no 
finall  plcafure  to  oblcrvc  ihcni  on  the  furface  of  the 
water  in  calm  weather^  when  their  (hells  fervc  thctn 
as  boats.  They  ere6t  their  heads  confiderably  above 
fhefe  natural  veficls,  and  Ipreading  out  a  kind  of  fail 
with  which  nature  has  furnilhed  them,  move  along 
in  a  manner  very  diverting  to  the  fpeAator.  *  If  when 
they  fail  they  find  they  are  in  any  danger,  they  draw 
themielves  clofe  into  their  (heUs,  and  fink  out  cf 
fight.  Many  of  thefc  (hells  will  hold  near  a  qu^ ; 
and  are  ufed  at  the  Cape  as  drinking  cups.  The  Cape 
Europeans  put  to  them  a  foot  of  filver,  ivory,  or 
wood  V  and  fome  are  curioufly  embeUiflied  withoma? 
ments,  engraved  on  the  out(ide. 

I  liave  now  given  an  account  of  the  moft  material 
circumftances  relating  to  the  nations  of  the  Hpttenr 
tots,  and  the  Dutch  (ettiement  at  the  Cape  ;  and  (hall 
therefore  only  add,  that  on  the  9th  of  Aprils  i7'3»  ^ 
embarked  on  board  the  Company's  (hip  the  Stadt- 
houfe  for  Holland  ;  -and  •after  an  agreeable  voyage, 
in  which  nothing  remarkable  happened,  arrived  on 
the  2 2d  of  May  at  Amfterdam,  from  whence  1  had 
tlie  pleafure  of  returning  to  my  native  country. 

*  This  15-  probably  the  nautila^  celebrated  20  the  hUowiog 
lines  of  Mr.  Pope. 

•  Learn  of  the  littl.;  nautilus  to  fail,         r 

•  Spread  the  thin  oar,  and  catch  the  driving  ^a\e/ 

EAky  an  Man.  £p^  IIU 
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EAST    INDIES. 


AUGUST  the  23d,  I63?,   Mr.  NieulioflF  em- 
barked at  Amfterdam  for  the  Eaft  Indies,  on 
board  the  Calf,  Cornelius  Jaft  maftcr. 

O&obcr  the  loch,  they  came  in  view  of  the  iHand 
of  Sl  Vincent ;  in  the  bay  of  which  they  came  to 
anchor  about  noon,  and  proviilcd  themfelves  with 
fre(h  water,  goats,  and  fruit,  which  tiiey  purchafcd 
at  very  trifling  rates. 

.  St.  Vincent  is  one  of  the  Cape  Verde  iQands ;  about 
five  leagues  in  circumference,  and  fubj6cl  to  the  Por- 
tuguefe.  The  inhabitants  who  live  in  a  mod  mife- 
rable  manner,  are  negroes  fent  thither  from  feveral 
neighbouring  colonies  to  catch  wild  goats  ;.  the  (kins 
of  which  they  lend  to  Portugal,  where  they  fell  tc> 
advantage. 

They  failed  from  this  place  on  the  26ih,  and  on 
the  9th  of  March  got  into  the  1  able  Bay,  in  the 
Cape  of  Good  Hope,  about  noon.  It  was  well  they 
amved  here  fo  foon,  on  account  of  the  plenty  of  me- 
dicines and  refireihments  of  all  forts,'  for  which  the 
Cape  oif  Good  Hope  is  remarkable  •,  above  forty  of 
their  men  lying  tick,  befide  eighty  thait  they  had  lofl: 
upon  their  voyage.  The  fields  about  the  Cape,  a 
httle  way  up  the  country,  are  covered  with  lillics  and 
tulips.  Things  in  general  are  e^itreamly  dear  here  : 
arrack  felling  for  fixpence  a  quartern,  brandy  for  a 
Ihilling,  and  a  fizeablc  water  melon  at  no  lefs  than 
half  a  crown.     The  Hottentots,  who  are  fometimes 
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very  (hy  of  trafficking  with  ftrangers,  exchange  theif 
cattle  for  tobacco  pipes,  bits  of  copper,  and  other 
toys*. 

Whales  are  fometimeS'  found  in  the  Table  Bayj 
but  they  are  very  lean  :  and  among  their  fifh,  to  moft 
of  the  fpecies  of  which  we  are  ftrangers,  is  the  foal,; 
the  Hottentot  Hfh,  fomething  like  a  cod ;  and  the 
torpedo,  or  cramp-iifh,  fo  called  from  its  communi- 
cating that  difordcr  to  thofe  whom  it  chances  to  touch 
while  it  is  alive. 

No  place  in  the  world  is  more  fubje&  to  (torms 
than  the  Cape  -,  but  fhips  are  fufiiciently  Ihekcred 
from  their  violence,  by  the  feveral  commodious  bays 
wherewith  nature  has  provided  ic 

March  the  13th,  they  quitted  the  Cape,  fteering 
their  courfe  weilward,  and  on  the  24th  of  May  aiv- 
chored  to  the  north-north-eaft  of  the  ifle  of  Java, 
where  feveral  boats  came  off  to  them  with  provifions 
and  rcfrefhmcnts :  they  left  this  place  on  the  26th; 
and  on  the  30th,  about  four  in  the  afternoon  arrived  off 
the  city  of  Batavia,  where  our  author  went  alhofc, 
and  was  loon  after  fent  in  the  train  of  an  embaffy 
from  the  governor  of  Batavia  to  China,  in  quality  of 
a  lleward.  After  his  return  from  thence,  he  made  a 
voyage  home  in  a  fliip  called  the  Pearl,  and  arrived  ii> 
Amfterdam  on  the  6th  of  July,  1658, 

DECEMBER  the  22d,  1658,  Mr.  John  Nieuhoff 
was  ordered  by  the  Eaft  India  company  to  embark 
on  board  a  (hip  called  the  Arnheim,  of  five  hundred 
tons,  carrying  forty  guns  and  four  hundred  and  thirty 
men.  They  came  to  anchor  before  the  city  of  Bata* 
via,  July  the  18th,  1659-,  where  Mr.  Nieuhoff  hav- 
ing delivered  up  his  charge  as  fupercargo,  was  or- 
dered on  board  the  Henrietta  Louifa,  bound  for  Am- 
b oyna,  fome  of  the  company's  goods  being  delivered 
to  lii>  care. 

♦  F«T  an  accourt  ^f  the  Cnps  and  its  inhabitants,  fee  Itolben^ 
^  Ovt^c  thiiher,  imincdiaitly  preceding. 

Amboyna 
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Amboyna  is  by  fome  counted  one  of  the  Molucca 
iHaiids  :  it  lies  in  3^  fouth  latitude,  24  leagues  from 
the  ifle  of  Banda  ^  is  about  24  leagues  in  circumfe- 
rcnce,  and  abounds  with  cloves,  which  were  firft 
planted  there  in  the  year  1636.  The  inhabitants  are 
entirely  devoted  to  the  ferviceof  the  Ealt  India  com«p 
pany  *,  and  are  divided  into  villages,  each  of  which 
is  Obliged  to  furnilh  its  annual  quota  of  fpice.  The 
air  of  the  ifland  is  but  indifferent,  and  infers  the 
body  with  a  fcrophulous  diforder,  not  unlike  the 
French-pox  -,  which  is  eafxly  cured  in  the  firft  ftage, 
but  is  found  very  ftubborn  if  allowed  to  proceed  to 
any  height. 

Amboyna  is  fertile  in  millet,  tobacco,  fugar,  coco, 
potatoes,  oranges,  lemons,  citron,  lugar,  bamboes, 
&c.  The  nutmegs  are  not  fo  good  here  as  in  the 
other  iflands :  iirs  moft  remarkable  commodity  is  the 
jcIqvc. 
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[HAD  Mn  NieuhoflF  been  of  any  other  country 
chan  Holland,  it  would  have  been  impoffible  for  him 
to  have  mentioned  Amboyna,  without  recoUedling 
the  tragical  fcenc  which  at  the  time  of  his  writing 
had  beenfo  recently  tranf^ed  there.  But  though  hi's 
lilence  is  very  naturally  to  be  accounted  for,  the 
xelation  is  very  proper  to  introduce  at  this  place,  and 
iought  never  to  be  foreotten  by  the  Britilh  nation. 
It  is  taken  from  an  authentic  account  publifhed  by 
our  Englifti  company  of  that  black  affair,  at  the  time. 

This  ifland,  as  has  been  obferved,  produces  great 
quantities  of  cloves ;  for  gathering  and  buying  in 
whereof,  the  Elnglilh  company,  for  their  part,  had 
planted  five  faftories :  the  head  and  rendezvous  of 
all  at  the  town  of  Amboyna,  Here  the  Englifli  lived, 
not  in  the  Dutch  caftle,  but  under  protedion  thereof, 
in  a  houfe  of  their  own,  in  the  town ;  holding  them- 
fclves  fafc,  as  well  in  refpeft  of  the  ancient  bonds  of 
amity  between  both  Nations,  as  of  the  ftrifl  conjui^.c- 
jj^on  made  by  late  treaty. 
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.They  continued  here  two  years  converfing  and 
trading  with  the  Dutch,  by  virtue  of  the  faid  treaty ; 
in  which  time  there  fell  out  fevcral  differences  and 
jdcbates  between  them  -,  the  Englifh  complaining,  that 
the  Dutch  did  not  pnly  lavifli  away  much  rnoney  in 
building,  and  unneccffary  expences  upon  the  forts 
and  othfrwife,  and- bring  large  and  unrcafonablc 
reckonings  thereof  to  the  common  account ;  but  alio 
did,  f()r  thi'ir  part,  pay  the  garrifon  with  viftuals  and 
.cioth  of  Coroma'^dcl,  which  tVicy  put  off  to  the  fol- 
diers  at  three  or  four  times  the  vali:e  ir  coft  them,  yet 
vould  not  allow  of  the  Englifh  company's  part  of  the 
.fame  chr^rge,  but  only  in  ready  money,  thereby 
dr/iwinp  from  thcEnglifli  more  thjin  two  thirds'of  the 
whole  true  char^jjc.  Hcreupcn,  and  upon  the  like 
occafions,  grew  lome  difcontents  and  difputes  ;  and 
the  (/-VT  l.J.tus  were  fcnt  to  Jcicc;itra,  in  ihe  iflandot' 
J.iv:i  Iv'i/ici-,  to  ".lie  cc^uncil  of  delencc  of  bgth  na- 
tioF.n  ihcic  rrliiilr.g  :  whw  alib  not  agrrcing  upon  the 
pc>"n'::.  in  diiftrcjc  j,  fcnt  t?ie  Jame  hiiher  over  into 
ru;oj:c,  tf)  br  decided  by  both  coiijpanii'S  here-,  or 
in  d' I'liilr  of  thvir  iij-;;r'.  uint-nr,  by  the  kingofEng- 
hir.d  r.nd  ihc  loid.  t!ic  Starc.s-<reneral,  accordinii:  to 
an  anicle  vi  th::  treaty  ot  the  year  1619  on  this  bthalf. 
in  the  mean  ti;vi(\  the  diTconLcnt  brtwecn  the  Enelill* 
and  rhc  Durch  .I'viut  tli'v'e  and  other  differences  con- 
ti:iu'jd,  and  daily  i.^cnafcd;  i]ntil  at  1  aft  there  was  a 
fv\  rd  found  to  cut  in  i'under  that  kiiot  at  once,  which 
tlio  tfc^ious  dii'putes  of  Amboyna  and  Jaciratra  could 
nor  iintij  ;  an  1  tliis  v;;is  ufed  in  the  manner  as  fol- 
io vvcth. 

/.bo\if  rhc  iith  of  February  ir5r. .■:,  O.  S.  a  Japa- 
11  Jt' lijidjcr  in  the  iVrvice  cf  riie  Dutch  in  their  cartle 
of  Ambcynn,  walking  in  the  nij2;ijt  upon  the  wall, 
came  to  the  centincl,  nnd  amon^;:;  other  talk,  afkcd 
him  fomc  aurftion^,  ro'jchinc:  th;'  ftrensxth  of  the  caftle. 
Ir  is  hc'rc  to  be  ob:('r\e(;,  that  thole  Japanese  were  not 
lod";cd  in  the  cafllr,  but  were  upon  on  a!ion  called  out 
of  Lhe  town  to  aflilt  the  watch,     liiis  J.i]>anclc'  was 
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for  .his  faid  conference  with  the  ccntinel,  apprehended 
upon  fufpicion  of  trcafon,  and. put  to  the  torture ;> 
thereby  he  was  brought  to  confefs  himfelf  and  fundry 
others  of  his  country  nien  there,  to  have  contrived  the 
taking  of  the  caftk.  Hereupon  other  Japanefe  were 
examined  and  tortured;  as  aifo  a  Portugude,  the 
guardian  of  the  (laves  under  the  Dutch.  During  this 
examination,  which  continued  three  or  four  days^ 
feme  of  the  Engliflimen  going  to  and  from  the  caiUc, 
upon  their  bufmefs,  faw  the  prifoners,  heard  of  their 
tortures,  and  of  the  crime  laid  to  their  charge  v  buc 
all  this  while  fufpefted  not  tliat  this  matter  did  any 
irhit  concern  themfeivcs,  having  never  had  any  con* 
verfation  with  the  Japanefe,  nor  with  the  Porcuguefo 
afbrefaid. 

At  the  fame  time,  there  was  one  Abel  Price,  chi- 
rux^geon  to  the  Enaliih,  prifoner  in  the  caftle,  for  of-« 
fering  in  his  drunicennefs,  to  fet  a  Dutchman's  houfe 
on  fire.  This  fellow  the  Dutch  took,  and  ihewed 
him  fome  of  the  Japanefe,  whom  they  had  firft  moft 
grievoiiOy  tortured ;  and  told  him,  they  had  confeffed 
the  Englifh  to  have  been  of  their  confederacy  for  the 
taking  of  the  callle ;  and' that  if  he  would  not  confefs 
the  fame,,  they  would  ufe  him  even  as  they  had  done 
the  Japanefe,  and  worfe  alfo.  Having  given  him 
the  torture,  they  foon  made  him  confefs  whatever 
they  aiked  him.  This  was  on  the  15th  of  February 
i6i2,  O.  S.  Forthwith,  about  nine  of  the  clock  the 
lame  morning,  they  fent  for  Captain  Towerfon,  and 
the  reft  of  the  Englilh  that  were  in  the  town,  to  come 
to  fpeak  with  the  governor  in  the  caftle.  They  all 
wen;,  fave  one  that  was  left  to  keep  the  houfe.  Be- 
ing come  to  the  governor,  he  told  Captain  Towerfon, 
that  himielf  and  others  of  his  nation,  were  accufed  of 
a  confpiracy  to  furprize  the  caftle  -,  and  therefore,  unv- 
eil further  trial,  were  to  remain  prifoners.  Inftantly 
alfo  they  attacked  him  that  was  left  at  home  in  the 
houfe,  took  the  merchandize  of  the  Englifh  company 
there  into  their  own  cuftody,  by  an  inventory,  and 
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fbized  all   the  chcfts,   boxes,  books,  writings,   and 
ctiier  tnings  in  the  Engliih  houfe. 

Captain  Towerfoii  was  cpmmitted  to  his  chamber, 
wich  a  guard  of  Dutch  foldiers.  Emanuel  Thomibo 
was  kept  prifoner  in  the  caflle ;  the  red  were  knt 
aboard  the  Dutch  (hips  then  riding  in  the  harbour  ^ 
ibme  to  one  (hip,  and  fome  to  another,  and  all  made 
fall  in  irons.  The  fame  day  alfo,  the  governor  fcm  to 
the  two  other  faAories  in  the  fame  iQand,  to  appre- 
hend ihe  reft  of  thcEnglifti  there ;  who  were  brought 
in  irons  to  Amboyna,  the  20th  of  the  iame  month. 
In  the  mean  time,  the  governor  and  Bfcal  went  to 
work  with  the  prifoners  that  were  already  here :  and 
firft,  ihcy  fent  for  John  Beamont  and  l^imothy  John- 
fon,  from  on  board  the  Unicorn ;  who  being  con« 
into  the  caftle,  Beamont  was  left  with  a  guard  in  the 
hall,  and  Johnfon  went  into  another  room ;  where, 
by  and  by,  Beamont  heard  him  cry  out  very  piti- 
fully, then  to  be  cuict  a  little  while,  and  then  loud 


aQ:ain. 


After  tafte  of  the  torture,  then  Abel  Price  ih:  chi- 
rr.rgcon  that  firft  was  examined  and  tortured,  was 
brought  in  to  confront  and  accule  him  :  but  Johnlon 
not  yet  confcflTihg  any  thing.  Price  was  quickly  car- 
ried our,  and  Johnion  brought  again  to  the  torture, 
where  Beamont  heard  him  lomctimes  cry  aloud,  then 
quiet  ngaiii,  then  roar  afrelh.  At  laft,  after  he  had 
been  about  an  hour  in  this  fecond  examination,  he 
v.as  br(nir:.hr  forth  wailing  and  lamenting,  all  wet, 
and  cruL-liy  burnt  in  divers  parts  of  his  body,  and  fo 
laid  afidf,  in  a  byc-pb.ce  in  the  hall,  with  a  Ibldierto 
watch  him,  tl.^t  he  Ihould  fpeak  to  nobody.  Then 
was  Km^jiUcl  Thomlon  brought  to  examination,  not 
in  the  room  whvrrc  Jc.hnibn  had  been,  but  in  another 
fomevvliar  further  from  t!it:  hall  ;  yet  Beamont  being 
in  the  hail,  heard  him  roar  moft  lamentably,  and 
many  times.  At  Jaft,  after  an  hour  and  an  half  fpent 
in  torturing  him,  he  was  carried  away  into  another 
ro'jr.:  another  way,  fo  that  he  came  not  bv  Beamont 

through 


426      BARBARITY  of  ihe  DUTCH 

he  was  interrupted  by  the  fiical,  and  afked,  whether 
Captain  Towerfon  were  not  of  that  confpiracy  ?    He 
anfwered,  No ;    You  lie,  faid  the  fifcal,  did  not  he 
call  you  all  to  him,  and  tell  yog,  that  thofe  daily 
abufcs  of  the  Ducch  had  caufed  him  to  think  of  a 
plot,  and  that  he  wanted  nothing  but  your  confent 
and  fccrecy  ?   Then  faid  a  Dutch  merchant,  one  John 
Igoft,  that  flood  by,  Did  not  you  all  fwear  upon  a 
JBible  to  be  fccrct  to  him  ?   Collins  anfwered  with 
great  oaths,  that  he  knew  nothing  of  any  fuch  matter. 
Then  they  bad  make  him  fad  again ;  whereupon  he 
then  faid,  all  was  true  that  they  had  fpoken.     1  hen 
the  fiical  afked  him  whether  the  Engliih  in  the  reft  of 
the  factories  were  not  contenting  to  this  plot  ?    He 
anfwered.  No ;   The  fifcal  then  alked  him,  whether 
the  preiident  c^  the  Englifh  at  Jaccatra,  or  Mr.  Wcl- 
den,  agent  in  Banda,  were  not  plotters,  or  privy  to 
this  bufincis  ?  A'jjxm  he  anfwered,  No.     Then  ilic  fif- 
cal afkcd  him  by  wnat  means  the  Japanel'e  fliould 
have  executed  their  purpofe  ?  Whereat,  when  Collins 
ftood  ftaggeiing  and  dcvinng  of  fome  probable  fiction, 
the  fifcal  helped  him,  and  laid.  Should  not  two  Japa- 
ncfe  have  gone  to  each  point  of  the  cattle,  and  two  to 
the  aovernor*s  chamber-door  -,    and  when  the  hurlv- 
burly  had  been  without,  and  the  governor  coniing  to 
fee  what  was  the  matter,  the  Japanefe  to  have  killed 
him  ?    Here  one  that  ftood  by,  faid  to  the  fifcal.  Do 
not  tell  him  what  he  fhould  fay,  but  let  him  fpcak  of 
hinifclf:  whereupon  the  fifcal,  without  attending  the 
anfwcT  to  his  former  queftion,  afked,  what  the  Japan 
ndc  were  to  have  had  for  their  reward  ?    Collins  an- 
fwered, looo  rials  apiece.     Laftly  ;  he  afked  him. 
When  this  plot  thould  have  been  effedcd  ?    Where- 
upon, although  he  anfwered  him  nothing,  not  knowing 
what  to  devife  upon  the  fudden,  yet  he  was  difmiflcd, 
and  very  gliid  to  come  clear  off  the  torture,  though 
with  certain  belief  that  he  lliould  die  for  this  his  con- 
fcfiion. 

Next 
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Next  was  Samuel  Colfon  brought  in,  bciiig  ncwlv- 
arrived  from  Hitto,  as  is  before  touched,  and  wjs  the 
fame  day  brought  to  the  torture  -,  wlio,  for  fe^ai  of 
the  pp.i.i  vvherewith  he  fiw  Collins  come  our,  in  fuch 
a  cale,  that  his  eyes  were  r.hnoit  blown  out  of  his 
head  with  the  water,  cholc  rather  to  conit^fs  all  they 
aiked  him,  and  fo  was  quickly  difmiiicrd,  coming 
out  weeping,  lamenting,  protefting  his  innocency. 
Then  was  John  Clark,  that  came  with  Colfon  from 
Hitto,  fetched  in,  and  a  little  after  was  heard  to  cry 
out  amain.  They  tortured  him  with  water  and  with 
fire,  by  the  fpace  of  two  hours.  The  jnanntrof  his 
torture,  which  was  likewife  that  of  Johnlbn's  and 
Thomfon's,  was  as  followeth :  Fiiil,  they  hoifted  him 
up  by  the  hands  with  a  cord,  on  a  large  door,  where 
they  made  him  faft,  upon  two  ftaples  of  iron  fixed  oa 
both  fides,  at  the  top  of  the  door-pods,  hailing  his 
hands  one  from  the  other  as  wide  as  they  could 
ftrctch.  Being  thus  made  faft,  his  feet  hung  two 
foot  from  the  ground,  which  alfo  they  ftretched  afun- 
4er  as  far  as  they  could,  and  made  them  faft  beneath, 
under  the  door-trecs  on  each  fide.  Then  they  bound 
a  cloth  about  his  neck  and  face,  fo  clofe,  that  little 
or  no  water  could  go  by ;  that  done,  they  poured  the 
water  foftly  upon  his  head,  until  the  cloth  was  full  up 
tp  the  mouth  and  noftrils,  and  fomewhat  higher,  fo 
that  he  could  not  draw  breath  but  he  muft  withal 
iiick  in  the  water :  which  being  ftill  continued  to  be 
poured  in  foftly,  ftifiing  or  choaking  him  ;  at  length 
threw  him  into  a  fwoon,  or  fainting.  Then  they  took 
him  quickly  down,  and  made  him  vomit  up  the  wa- 
ter :  being  a  little  recovered,  they  tied  him  up  again^ 
and  poured  in  the  water  as  before,  often  taking  hich 
down  as  he  feemed  to  be  ftifled.  In  thii  manner 
they  handled  him  three  or  four  feveral  times,  till  his 
body  was  f^voln  twice  or  thrice  as  big  as  before ;  his 
checks  like  r/reac  bladders,  and  his  eyes  ftartingout; 
yet  all  this  he  bore  without  confeffing  any  thing,  in- 
Jbmuch  that  the  fifcal  and  tormentors  reviled  liim, 
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faying,  that  he  was  a  devil,  and  no  man,  or  furcly  he 
was  a  wicch,  at  leaft  had  fome  charm  about  him,  or 
was  inchanted,  that  he  could  bear  lb  much  ;  where- 
fore they  cut  off  his  hair  very  fhort,  as  fuppofing  he 
had  fome  witchcraft  hidden  therein.  Afterward 
they  hoifted  him  up  again,  as  before,  and  then  burnt 
him  with  lighted  candles  in  the  bottom  of  his  feet,  un- 
til the  fat  dropped  out  on  the  candles  ;  yet  they  ap- 
plied fi^efh  lights  unto  him  :  they  burnt  him  alfo  un- 
der the  elbows,  and  in  the  palms  of  his  hands  ;  like- 
wife  under  the  arm-pits,  until  his  inwards  might  evi- 
dently be  feen. 

At  laft,  when  they  faw  he  could  of  himfclf  make 
no  handfome  confcflion,  then  they  led  him  along  with 
ijiTeftions  of  particular  circumftances  by  themfelves 
framed.  Being  thus  wearied  and  overcome  by  the 
torment,  he  anfwcred.  Yea,  to  whatever  they  dked, 
whereby  they  drew  from  him  a  body  of  confeflion  to 
ihis  cfled  ;  to  wit,  That  Captain  Towerfon  had,  up- 
on Ncw-Year^s-Day  then  laft  paft,  fworn  all  the  Eng- 
«ilh  at  Amboyna  to  be  J'ccret  and  affiftant  in  a  plot 
tliat  he  had  projeded,  with  the  help  of  the  Japanefe, 
to  furprife  the  caftle,  and  to  put  the  governor  and  the 
reft  of  the  Dutch  to  death.  Having  thus  martyred 
this  poor  man,  they  fent  him  out  by  four  blacks,  who 
carried  him  between  them  to  a  dungeon,  where  he 
lay  five  or  fix  days,  without  any  chirurgeon  to  drcfs 
him  -,  until  his  flclh  being  putrified,  great  maggots 
dropped  and  crept  from  it  in  a  moft  loathibme  and 
noifome  manner,  l^ius  they  finiflied  their  Sabbath- 
day's  work ;  and  it  growing  now  dark,  fent  the  reft 
of  the  Englifli  that  came  that  day  from  Hitto,  and 
till  then  attended  in  the  hall,  firft  to  tl»e  fmith*s  (hop, 
where  they  were  loaded  with  iron??,  and  then  to  the 
fame  loathfome  dungeon,  where  Cljirk  and  the  reft 
were  accompanied  with  the  poor  Japanefe,  lying  in 
the  putretadtion  of  their  tortures. 

The  next  morning,  being  Monday,  the  feventeenth 
of  February,  O.  S.  William  Griggs,  and  Jolm  Fardo, 

with 
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vith  certain  Japanefe,  were  brought  into  the  place  of 
examination.  The  Japanefe  were  firft  cruelly  tortured 
CO  accufe  Grigg ;  which,  at  laft,  thev  did ;  and  Griggs 
to  avoid  the  like  torture,  confe/Ted  all  that  the  fiical 
demanded.  By  and  by  the  like  was  alfo  done  by  John 
Fardo  and  other  Japanefe :  but  Fardo  himfelf  endured 
the  torture  of  water,  and  at  laA  confelTcd  whatfoever 
the  fifcal  afked  him,  and  fo  was  fent  back  to  prifon. 
The  fame  day  alfo  John  Beamont  was  brought  the 
fecond  time  to  the  fifcal's  chamber,  where  one  Captain 
Newport,  a  Dutchman's  fon,  born  in  England,  was 
ufed  as  an  interpreter:  William  Griffgs  was  aifo 
brought  in  to  accufe  him,  who  faid.  That  when  the 
confukation  was  held  for  taking  the  caftle,  he  the 
faid  Beamont  was  then  prefent.  Beamont  denied  it 
with  great  earneftnefs  and  deep  oaths  ^  at  lad,  being 
firetchcd  up,  and  drenched  with  water  till  his  inwards 
were  ready  to  crack,  he  anfwered  affirmatively  to  all 
the  fifcal's  interrogatories.  Yet,  as  foon  as  he  was 
let  down,  he  clearly  demonftrated  to  Captain  New- 
port, and  Johnfon,  a  Dutch  merchant,  tnen  alfo  pre- 
lent,  that  thefe  things  could  not  be  fo ;  neverthelefs 
he  was  forced  to  .put  his  hand  to  the  confeffion,  or 
^  he  mu(t  to  the  torture  again  ^  which,  to  avoid, 
he  fubfcribed  ^  and  fo  had  a  great  iron  bolt,  and  two 
Ihackles  riveted  to  his  legs,  and  then  was  carried  back 
to  prifon. 

After  this  George  Sharrock,  alTiftant  at  Hitto,  was 
called  in  queftion,  who  feeing  how  grievoufly  others 
were  manyred,  made  his  earned  prayer  to  God,  as 
iince  upon  his  oath  he  hath  acknowleged,  that  he 
would  fuSer  him  to  make  fome  fuch  probable  lies 
againit  himfelf,  as  the  Dutch  might  believe,  and  fo 
he  might  efcape  the  torment.  Being  brought  to  the 
rack,  the  water  provided,  and  the  candles  lighted,  he 
was  by  the  governor  and  6fcal  examined,  and  charged 
with  the  confjjiracy.  He  fell  upon  his  knees,  and 
protefted  his  mnocence :  then  they  commanded  him 
to  the  rack,  ^and  told  jiini,   unlets  he  would  confcis 

he 
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he  (hould  be  tormented  yvith  fire  and  water  to  deaths 
and  then  (hould  be  drawn  by  the  kn<!es  to  the  gal- 
lows, and  there  hanged  up.  He  ftill  perfiftina  in  his 
innocence,  the  fifcal  bid  him  be  hoifted  up ;  then  he 
craved  refpite  a  while,  and  told  them,  that  he  was  at 
Hitto,  and  hot  in  Amboyna,  upon  Ncw-YcarVDaf, 
when  the  confultation  was  pretended,  neither  had  he- 
been  there  fince  November  before,  as  was  well  known 
to  fundry  of  the  Dutchmen  themfelves  that  relided 
there  alfo  with  him. 

Hereupon  they  commanded  him  again  to  the  rack  ; 
but  he  craving  refpite,  as  before,  now  told  them  thav 
he  had  many  times  heard  John  Clark  fay,  that  the 
Dutch  had  done  them  many  infuflferable  wrongs,  and 
that  he  would  be  revenged  on  them  :  to  which  end 
he  had  once  broken  with  Captain  Towerfon  a  brave 
plot  -,  at  which  word  the  fifcal  and  the  reft  were  at- 
tentive, encouraging  him  to  proceed.     So  he  went  on, 
faying,  that  John  Clark  had  entreated  Captain  Tower- 
Ion  that  he  might  go  to  MacafTar,  there  to  confult 
and  advife  with  the  Spaniards  to  come  with  gallics, 
and  rob  the  fniall  faftories  of  Amboyna  and  Secan, 
when  no  (hips  were  there.     Here  they  afked  him  what 
Captain  Towerfon  faid  to  this  ?    To  which  he  anfwer- 
cd,  that  Captain  Towerfon  was  very  much  offended 
with  Clark  for  the  motion,    and  from   thenceforth 
could  never  abide  him.     Hereupon  the  fifcal  called 
him  rogue,  and  laid  he  prared  all  from  the  matter, 
and   (liouKl   go  to  the  torture.      He  craved  favour 
again,  and   began  another  tale,  to  wit.  That  upon 
Twelftli-Day,  then  laft  paft,  John  Clark  told  him  at 
Hitto,  that  there  was  a  pradiice  to  take  the  caftle  of 
Arnbovna,  and  afla'd  him  whether  he  would  confent 
thereto  :  whereupon  he  demanded  of  Clark  whether 
Captain  Towerfon  knew  of  any  fuch  matter-,  which 
Clark  aliirming:,  rlien  the  faid  Sharrock  faid,  he  would 
do  as  tlic  rell  did.     Then  the  lifcal  alked  him  what 
time  the  c(^nfjltation  was   held  ?    He  anfwered,  in 
November  lalh     The  fifcal  faid  that  could  not  be,  for 
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the  confuUation  was  on  New-Yc«r*s-Day.  The  pri^ 
ibner  faid  as  be^rt;  in  the  beginnings  that  he  had  not 
been  ia  Amboyna  fiace  the  firft  of  December  till  now, 
that  he  W93  brought  thither.  Why  then,  quoth  the 
fifcal,  have  you  belied  yourfclf  ?  Whereto  the  pri- 
i^oner  refolutely  anfwered,  that  all  chat  he  had  fpoken 
touching  trealoD,  was  falie,  and^igned  only  to  avoid 
torment.  Thi:n  went  the  fif^glfout  into  another  room 
to  the  governor,  and  anon  returned  and  lent  Sbarrock 
vmto  the  prifon  again. 

The  next  day  ne  was  called  again,  and ,  a  wridng 
prefented  him  %  whereifi  was  framed  a  formal  confer 
iion  of  his  Uft  conference  with  Clark  at  Hitto,  touch- 
ing the  plot  to  take  the  caftle  of  Amboyna ;  which 
being  read  over  to  him,  the  fifcal  alked  him,  whe- 
ther it  was  true  or  no  i    He  anfwered.  No.     Why 
then,  laid  the  fifcal,  did  you  confefs  it  ?  He  anfwered, 
for  fear  of  torment.    The  fifcal  and  the  reft,  in  a  great 
rage,  told  him  he  lied,  his  mouth  had  fpoken  it ;  and 
it  was  true ;  and  therefore  he  fhould  fubfi:ribe  it  i 
whkh,  as  Ibon  as  he  had  done,  he  fell  prefcntly  into 
a  great  pafllon,  charging  them  bitterly  with  the  guilt 
of  the  innocent  blood  of  himfelf  and  the  reft,  which 
they  ftiould  look  to  anfwer  for  at  the  day  of  jndg- 
ment :  Withal  he  grappled  with  the  fifcal,  and  woiud 
have  ftppped  him  from  carrying  in  the  confeflion  to 
the  governor,  with  whom  he  alfo  craved  to  fpeak, 
but  was  inftantly  laid  hold  on,  and  carried  away  to 
prifon.     William  Webber  being  next  examined,  was 
told  by  the  fifcal,  that  John  Clark  had  confeffcd  him 
to^  have  been  at  Amboyna  on  New-Ycar^s-Day,  and 
fworn  to  Captain  Towerfon's  plot,  &c  all  which  he 
denied,  alleging  he  was  that  day  at  Larica  \  yet,  be- 
ing brought  to  the  torture,  he  then  confeflcd  he  had 
been  at  the  coofultation  at  Amboyna  upon  New- 
Year*s-Day,  with  all  the  reft  of  the  circumftances  in 
order  as  he  was  aiked. 

He  alio  further  told  them,  he  had  received  a  letter 
from  Johi^  Clark,  after  which  was  a  pofl&ripr,  ex- 
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cuiing  his  brief  writing  at  that  tiine»  for  that  chert' 
was  then  great  buflnels  in  hand.     But  one  Kcnder,  a 
Dutch  merchant,    then  (landing  by,    told  the  go- 
vernor, that  upon  New-Year's-Day,  the  time  of  &if 
pretended  confulcacion,  Webber  and  he  were  meny 
at  Larica ;  fo  the  governor  left  him,  and  went  out. 
But  the  fifcal  held  out  upon  the  other  point,  touchii^ 
the  poftfcript  of  Clark%  letter,  urging  him  to  Ihew 
the  fame;   which,  when  he  could   not  do,  though 
often  terrified  with  the  torture,  he  gave  him  refpite, 
promifing  to  fave  his  life,  if  he  would  produce  the 
letter.     I'hen  was  Captain  Towerfon  brought  to  the 
examination,  and  (hewed  what  others  had  confefled 
of  him.     He  deeply  protefted  his  innocency.    Sa- 
muel Colfon  was  brought  to  confront  him  %  who  be- 
ing told,  that  uniefs  he  would  now  make  good  his 
former  confeflion  againfl:  Captain  Toweribn,  he  (hould 
go  to  the  torture,  coldly  reaffirmed  the  fame,  and  fo 
was  fent  away.     They  alfo  brought  William  Griggs 
and  John  Fardo  tojuftify  their  former  confefiions  to 
his  face.     Captain  Towerfon  ferioufly  charged,  that 
as  they  would  anfwcr  it  at  the  dreadful  day  of  judg- 
ment, ihcy  (hould  fpeak  nothing  but  the  truth.    Both 
of  them  inftantly  fell  down  upon  their  knees  before 
him,  praying  him,  for  God*s  fake,  to  forgive  them ; 
and  faying  further,   openly,    before  them  all,    that 
whatfocver  they  had  formerly  confeflcd,    was   moft 
falfc,  and  fpoken  only  to  avoid  torment.     With  that 
the  lifcal  and  the  reft  ordered  them  again  to  the  tor- 
ture •,  which  they  would  not  endure,  but  then  af- 
firmed their  former  confefTions  to  be  true. 

When  Colfon,  who  had  accufed  the  captain  be- 
fore, was  required  to  let  his  hand  to  his  confeflion; 
he  alkcd  the  iifcal  upon  whofe  head  he  thought  the 
fin  would  lie,  whether  upon  his,  who  was  conftrained 
to  confefs  what  was  talfe,  or  upon  the  conilrainer? 
Hu'  fifcal,  r'.ftcr  a  little  paufe  upon  this  queflion, 
went  in  to  the  governor,  then  in  another  room;  but 
anon,  returnii^fr,  laid  he  mull  fubfcribe  itj  which  he 
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did;  y<t  witlaal  made  riiis  protcftation,  Weil,  quoth 
he,  you  -make  me  to  accofe  myfelf  and  others,  of  that 
which  is  as  fallc  as  God  is  true ;  for  God  is  my  wlt- 
nefs,  i  a^n  as  innocent  as  the  child  new  born,  liius 
th<ry  examined  all  the  En^ilh  company  in  the  feveral 
fadories  of  tiie  Mand  of  Ainboyna.  February  the 
cweocy-iiFd  they  examined  John  Wetherel,  faftor  at 
Cambello,  in  the  iliand  of  Seran.  He  confeifed  he 
was  at  Amboyna  upon  New-Ycar's-Day  •,  but  for  the 
confultation  wfccreof  he  was  demanded,  he  faid  lie 
knew  of  no  other  but  touching  certain  cloth  of  the 
Englilh  company  that  lay  in  the  faftories  rotting  and 
Trorm-caten,  which  they  advifed  together  how  to  put 
off  to  the  bcft  avail  of  their  employers.  The  gover- 
nor faid,  he  quetlioned  him  not  about  ctoih,  but  of 
trcafon-,  whereof,  when  he  had  protefted  his  inno- 
cence, he  was  tor  that  time  difmifled.  But  the  next 
day  he  was  fcnt  for  again,  and  Captain  Towcrfon 
brought  to  confront  and  accufe  him,  having  before 
Gonfefied  fomewhat  againft  hinl.  Bat  Mr.  Towerfon 
^ke  thefe  words  only,  O  Mr.  Wetherel,  Mr.  We- 
therel,  fycak  the  truth,  and  nothing  but  the  truth,  as 
God  (hall  put  it  in  your  heart :  fo  Captain  Tcwerfon 
was  put  out  again,  and  Mr.  Wetherel  brought  to  the 
torture  of  water,  with  ijreat  threats,  that  if  wsrcr 
would  not  make  him  conicfs,  iire  fhould.  He  prayed 
them  to  tell  him  what  he  fhould  fay,  or  to  write  down 
what  they  would,  he  would  fubfcribe  it.  They  faid, 
he  needed  no  tutor,  they  would  make  him  confcf<% 
himfelf :  but  when  they  had  hoifiL-d  him  up  four  fe- 
veral times,  and  faw  he  knew  not  what  to  lay ;  then 
they  read  him  otlvrr  mens  confeflTions,  and  afked  him 
from  point  to  point,  as  they  had  done  others  -,  and  he 
ftill  anfwered.  Yea,  to  all. 

Kexr  was  called  in  John  Powel,  Wethercl's  affiftant 
at  Cambello  ;  but  he  proving  that  he  was  not  at  Am- 
boyna  fince  November,  iavc  now,  v.'hcn  he  \y.13 
brought  thither  priloncr ;  and  being  fpoken  for  by 
one  John  Jooll,  who  had  long  been  well  acquainted 
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with  him,  was  difmifled  without  torture.  Then  was 
Thomas  Ladbrook,  fcryant  to.Wethercl  and  Powcl 
at  Cambello,  at  the  time  of  the  pretended  confulta- 
tion,  and  i'erving  in  fuch  quality,  as  that  he  was  never 
acquainted  with  any  of  the  letters  from  the  agent  of 
Amboyna,  he  was  eafily  and  quickly  difmifled. 
Ephraim  Kamfey  was  alfo  examined  upon  the  whole 
confpiracy,  and  particularly  queftioncd  concerning 
Captain  Weldon,  the  Englifh  agent  in  Banda  >  but 
denying  all,  and  proving  that  he  was  not  at  Amboyna 
at  New-year's-tide,  being  alfo  fpoken  for  by  John 
Jooft,  was  difmifled,  after  he  had  hanged  in  the  rack 
a  good  while,  with  irons  about  his  legs,  and  the  cloth 
about  his  mouth.  Laftly,  J6hn  Sadler,  fervant  to 
William  Griggs  at  Larica,  was  examined,  and  being 
found  to  have  been  abfcnt  from  Amboyna  at  New- 
year's-tide,  when  Griggs  and  others  were  there,  was 
difmiflicd. 

Thus  have  we  all  their  examinations,  tortures,  and 
confefilons,  being  the  work  of  eight  days,  from  the 
15th  to  tlie  23d  of  February  •,  after  which  were  two 
clii)s  rcjpitc  before  tiic  Icntcnce.  John  Powel  being 
himfelt  acquitted  as  aforelaid,  went  to  the  prifon  to 
vifit  Jol;n  Fardo,  ore  of  thefe  that  had  acculed  Cap- 
tain Towerlun  •,  to  him  Fardo  religioufly  prorefl:ed  his 
innocency,  but  cipecially  his  forrow  tor  accufing 
Mr.  Towerlbn  :  lor,  faid  he,  tlie  fear  of  death  doth 
Jiothinn:  dilniav  n:c  :  for  God,  I  trull,  will  be  mcr- 
ciful  to  my  ibuK  according  to  the  innocence  of  my 
Caul'e.  The  only  matter  that  troubles  me  is,  that 
throuf>h  fear  of  tuniicnt  I  have  accufed  that  honeft 
and  gculy  man  Captain  Towerfon  ;  whom,  I  think 
in  my  confcience,  was  fo  upright  toward  all  men,  that 
he  harboured  no  ill-will  to  any  man  ;  much  lefs  would 
attempt  any  fuch  bufinefs  as  he  is  accufed  of.  He 
farther  faid,  he  would  before  his  death  receive  the 
facrament,  in  acknowledgment,  that  he  had  accuicd 
Captain  Towerfon  fallcly  and  wrongfully,  only  through 

fear  of  torment* 
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,  On  the  a  5th,  O.  S.  all  the  prifoncrs,  as  well  the 
Englifti  as  the  Fortuguefe  and  Japonefc,  were  brought 
into  the  great  hall  of  the  cattle,  and  there  were  ib-r 
lemnly  condemned,  except,  John  Powel,  Ephraim 
Ramfey,  John  Sadler,  and  Thomas  Ladbrook,  for- 
merly acquitted  as  aforefaid.  Captain  Towerfon, 
during  all  his  imprifonment,  having  been  kept  from 
the  reft,  fo  that  none  could  come  to  fpeak  with  him, 
writ  much  in  his  chamber :  but  all  was  fupprefled, 
faveonly  a  bill  of  debt,  which  one  Thomas  Johnfon; 
a  free  burgher,  got  of  him,  by  favour  of  his  keepers, 
for  an  acknowledgment,  that  the  Englifh  company 
owed  him  a  certain  fum  of  money.  In  the  end  of 
this  bill  he  writ  thcfe  words,  "  Firmed  by  the  form 
of  me  Gabriel  Towerfon,  now  appointed  to  die  guilt- 
lefs  of  any  thing  that  can  be  juftly  laid  to  my  charge; 
God  forgive  them  their  guilt,  and  receive  me  to  his 
mercy.  Amen/*  This  bill  being  brought  to.  Mn 
Weldon^  the  Englilh  agent  at  Banda,  he  paid  the 
money,  and  received  in  the  acknowledgment.  Wil^ 
Bam  Griggs,  who  had  before  accufed  Captain  Tower- 
fon, writ  a  folcmn  aflcveration  of  his  innocence, 
pleading  his  torture  in  excufe  for  his  former  confefi 
lions  of  guilt ;  in  his  table  book. 

This  table-book  was  afterward  delivered  to  M. 
Weldon,  before  mentioned,  by  one  that  ferved  the 
Dutch.  Samuel  Colfon  alfo,  another  that  accufed 
Captain  Towerfon,  writ  to  the  fame  ettev5l  in  the 
wafte  leaves  of  a  book,  wherein  were  bound  together 
the  Common-Prayers,  the  Pfalms,  and  the  Catechifmi ' 
This  book  he  delivered  to  one  that  ferved  the  Dutch, 
who  lewed  it  up  in  his  bed,  and  afterward,  at  his 
opportunity,  delivered  it  to  Mr.  Weldon  beforemcn- 
tioned.  Thefe  writings  are  yet  extant,  under  the 
hands  of  the  feveral  parties  well  known  to  their  friends 
here  in  England. 

The  twenty-fixth  day  of  February,  O.  S.  the  prl* 
foncrs  were  all  brought -into  the  great  hall  of  the 
caftle,  except  Captain  Towerfon,  and  Emanuel  Thom- 
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^on,  to  be  prepared  for  death  by  die  minifters.  The 
Japanefe  now  all  in  general^  as  fbme  of  them  had 
done  before  in  particular,  cried  out  unto  the  Engtifli) 
faying.  Oh!  you  Hngliflimen*  where  did  we  ever  in 
our  fives  cat  with  you,  talk  with  you,  or,  to  our  re- 
membrance, fce  you  ?  The  Englifb  anfwered,  why 
then  have  you  accufcd  us  ?  The  poor  men  perceiv- 
ing they  were  made  believe  each  had  accufcd  others, 
before  they  had  fo  done,  indeed  -,  (hewed  them  their 
tortured  bodies,  and  faid.  If  a  ftone  were  thus  burnC) 
would  it  not  change  its  nature  ?  How  much  more 
then  we  that  are  flefli  and  blood  ?  Whilft  they  were 
all  in  the  hall,  Captain  Towerfon  was  brought  qp  in- 
to the  place  of  Examination,  and  two  great  jars  ef 
water  carried  after  him  -,  what  he  there  did,  or  fuflfer- 
ed,  is  unknown  to  the  Englifli ;  but  it  fcemeth,  they 
made  him  then  to  underwrite  his  confcflion.  After 
fuppcr,  John  Powel,  Epliraim  Ramfiry,  Thoims 
Ladbrook,  and  John  Sadler,  who  were  found  not 
guilry,  as  aforefaid,  were  taken  from  the  reft,  and 
put  into  another  room  :  by  and  by  alfo  were  Samud 
Colfon  and  Edward  Collins  brought  from  the  reft, 
into  the  room  where  Emanuel  Thomfon  lay.  The 
filcal  told  them,  it  v/as  the  governor's  mercy  to  favc 
one  of  thole  three  •,  and  it  being  indifferent  to  him 
which  of  tiiem  were  the  man,  it  v/as  l*:i3  plcafure  they 
Ihould  draw  lots  for  it  •,  which  they  did,  and  die  firec 
lot  fell  to  Edward  Collins,  who  then  v/as  carried  awav 
to  tlic  chamber,  where  John  rowel,  anJ  the  reft  thai 
were  quit,  lodged ;  and  Samuel  Colfon  back  into*  the 
hp.U.  Anon  alio  John  Beaumont  was  brought  our 
of  the  hall  inro  the  chamber,  where  John  Powel,  and- 
the  reil  of  the  acquitted  pcrfons  were  ;  and  was  told, 
that  he  was  btrholden  to  Peter  Johnfon,  the  Dutch 
merchant  of  Loho,  and  to  the  fccretarv,  for  thcv  two 
had  begged  liis  lite.  So  then  there  remained  in  the 
hall  tc:i  of  the  Englifli ;  for  Captain  Towerfon  and 
Kmar.iK'l  I'liomlon  were  kept  in  fcvcral  rooms  apart 
from  the  reft.    I'o  ihcfc  that  remained  in  the  hall  came 
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the  Dutch  minifters,  who  telling  them  how  (hort  a 
time  they  had  to  live,  admonilhed  and  exhorted  them 
to  make  their  trac  confcffions ;  for  it  was  a  dangerous 
and  defpcrate  thing  to  diflcmble  at  fuch  a  time. 

The  Englilh  ftiH  profeflfcd  their  innocency,  and 
prayed  the  minifters  that  they  might  all  receive  the 
facramcnt,  as  a  feal  of  the  forgivenefs  of  their  fins ; 
and  witha),  thereby  to  confirm  their  laft  profeflion  of 
their  innocence  -,  but  this  would  by  no  means  be 
granted.  Wherci^on  Samuel  Col(bn  faid  thus  unto 
the  minifters,  You  manifeft  unto  us  the  danger  of 
difihnulation  in  this  cafe ;  but  tell  us,  if  we  fuflFer 

fjiltlefs,  being  oiherwife  aUb  true  believers  in  Jefus 
hrift,  what  {hall  be  our  reward  ?  The  preacher  an- 
fwered,  by  how  much  the  clearer  you  are,  fo  much 
the  more  glorious  fhall  be  your  refurreftion.  With 
that  word  Colfon  ftarted  up,  embraced  the  preacher, 
and  gave  him  his  puri'e,  with  fuch  money  as  he  had 
in  it,  faying,  Dcmine^  God  blefs  you.  Tell  the  go- 
vernor I  freely  forgive  him  ;  and  i  intreat  you  to  ex- 
hort him  to  repent  him  of  his  bloody  tragedy  wrought 
wpon  us  poor  innocent  fouls.  Here  all  the  reft  of  the 
Englifh  figflified  their  conlent  to  this  Ipeech.  Then 
fpake  John  Fardo  to  the  reft,  in  the  prefence  of  the 
minifters,  as  foiloweth:  My  countrymen  and  bre- 
thren, that  are  here  with  me,  condemned  to  die,  I 
charge  you  all,  as  you  will  anfwer  it  at  God's  judg- 
ment feat,  if  any  of  you  be  guilty  of  this  matter, 
whereof  we  are  condemned,  difcharge  your  con- 
fciences,  and  confefs  the  truth,  for  fatisfadtion  of  the 
world.  Hereupon  Samuel  Colfon  fpake  with  a  loud 
voice,  faying.  According  to  my  innocence  in  this 
treafon,  (b.  Lord,  pardon  all  the  reft  of  my  fins; 
and  if  I  be  guilty  thereof^  more  or  lefs,  let  me  never 
be  partaker  of  thy  heavenly  joys :  at  which  words 
every  one  of  the  reft  cried  out.  Amen ;  for  me. 
Amen ;  for  me,  good  Lord.  This  done,  each  of 
them  knowing  whom  he  had  accufed,  went  one  to 
wother,  begging  forgivenefs  for  their  falfc  accufation, 
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being  wFung  from  them  by  the  pains  or  fear  of  tof- 
XMvc ;  and  they  all  freely  forgave  one  another :  for 
none  had  been  fo  falfcly  accufcd,  but  he  himfelf  had 
accufed  another  as  falfcly.  In  particular,  GeorgQ 
Sharrock,  who  furviycd  to  relate  this  night's  paifage, 
kneeled  down  to  John  Clark,  whom  he  had  accuied 
of  the  tale  at  Hitto  above-mentioned,  and  craved  for- 
givenefs  at  his  hands.  Clark  freely  forgave  him,  fay- 
ing. How  fhall  1  look  to  be  forgiven  of  God,  if  I 
(hould  not  forgive  you ;  having  myfelf  fo  falfely  ac- 
cufed captain  Towerfon  .and  others  ?  After  this  they 
fpent  the  reft  of  the  doleful  night  in  prayer,  finging 
p{  pfaljTis,  and  comforting  one  another  -,  though  the 
Dijtch  that  guarded  them  offered  them  wine,  bidding 
them  4rink  lyftily,  and  drive  away  the  forrow,  ac- 
cording to  tl>e  cuftom  of  their  own  country  in  the 
like  cafes,  but  contrary  to  the  nature  of  the  Englifti. 

Upon  the  morrow  mornings  being  the  execution 
ijay,  the  27th  of  February,  O.  S.  John  Powel  being 
freed,  as  before  recited,  came  into  the  room  where 
the  condemned  priioners  were,  and  found  them  at 
prayers.  They  all  requeftcd  him  to  relate  unto  their 
friends  in  England  the  innoccncy  of  their  caufej 
taking  it  upon  thejr  deaths,  that  what  they  had  con- 
fcflcd  againlt  themfclvcs  and  others,  touching  this 
crime,  v.'as  all  falfe,  and  forced  by  fear  of  torture. 
The  fame  morping  William  Webber  was  called  again 
into  the  fifcal's  room,  and  there  prefled  to  produce 
the  letter  which  he  had  before  confeficd  to  have  re- 
ceived from  John  Clark  ;  in  the  poftfcript  whereof 
fome  great  bulinefs  was  intimated  :  they  promifed 
him  his  life,  if  he  woukl  deliver,  or  produce  to  them 
that  letter  -,  v>'hich,  thoi^gh  he  did  not,  nor  indeed 
coiiid,  yet  at  latt  they  parcioncd  him,  and  fent  him 
back  to  the  reil  that  v,'cre  faved,  and  Sharrock  with 
hiiii.  That  n^.orning  Emanuel  Thomfon,  underftand- 
inp;  that  John  Beaumont  was  pardoned,  made  means 
to  have  him  come  and  fpeak  wiih  him  j  which,  witl] 
much  adO;  he  obtained.     Beaumont  found  him  luting 
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jn  a  chamber  all  alone,  in  a  moft  miferable^fafnion  •, 
the  wounds  of  his  torture  bound  up,  but  the  matter 
and  gore-blood  iffuing  through  the  rollers*  he  took 
M.  Beaumont  by  the  hand,  and  prayed  him,  when  he 
came  into  England,  to  do  his  duty  to  the  honourable' 
company  his  matters ;  to  M.  Robinfon,  and  to  his 
brother  Billingfley ;  and  to  certify  them  of  his  inno- 
cence :  which,  faid  he,  you  yourfelf  know  well 
enough. 

All  things  bemg  prepared  for  the  execution,  the 
condemned  were  brought  forth  of  the  hall  along  by 
the  chamber,  where  the  quit  and  pardoned  were ; 
who  ftood  in  the  door  to  give  and  take  the  farewell  of 
their  countrymen,  now  going  to  execution :  ftaying  a 
little  for  this  purpofe,  they  prayed  and  charged  thofe 
that  were  faved,  to  bear  witnefs  to  their  friends  in 
England  of  their  innocence  -,  and  that  they  died  not 
traitors,  but  fo  many  innocents,  merely  murdered  by 
the  Dutch,  whom  they  prayed  God  to  forgive  their 
blood-thirftinefs,  and  to  have  mercy  upon  their  owa 
/ouls.  Being  brought  into  the  yard,  their  fentence 
was  read  unto  them  from  a  gallery,  and  then  they 
were  thence  carried  unto  the  place  of  execution,  to- 
gether with  nine  Japanefe  and  a  Portuguefe ;  not  the 
ordinary  and  (horc  way,  but  round  about,  in  a  long 
procefllon  through  the  town,  the  way  guarded  by 
five  companies  of  foldiers,  Dutch  and  Amboyncfc, 
and  thronged  with  the  natives  of  the  idand,  that 
upon  the  fummons  given  the  day  before  by  the  found 
of  the  drum,  flocked  together  to  behold  this  triumph 
of  the  Dutch  over  the  Englifh.  •  Samuel  Collon  had 
conceived  a  prayer  in  writing,  in  the  end  whereof  he 
protefted  his  innocence  •,  which  pniyer  he  read  to  his 
fel!ov/s  the  nighr  before,  and  now  ;iUb  at  the  place  of. 
execution  pronounced  the  fame ;  then  threw  away  the 
paper,  which  the  governor  caufed  to  be  brought  to 
Tiim,  and  kept  ic.  Emanuel  Thomfon  told  the  reft, 
he  did  not  doubt  but  God  would  (hew  a  dcm  of  tlicir 
innocence  ^  and  every  one  of  the  reft  affirmed  folemn- 
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ly  at  their  death,  that  they  were  utterly  guiltlefs  j 
and  fo  one  by  one,  with  great  chearfulnefs,  fuifcrc4 
the  fatal  ftroke.  The  Portugucfc  prayed  over  his 
beads  very  devoutly,  and  often  kifled  the  cro6, 
Iwearing  thereupon,  that  he  was  utterly  innocent  <^ 
this  trcafon. 

The  Japanefe  likewife,  according  to  their  religion, 
ihut  up  their  laft  a£l  with  the  like  profeflTion  or 
their  innocence :  fo  thei-e  fuffered  ten  Englifhmcn, 
one  Ponuguefe,  and  nine  Japanefe.  Befide  thefe^ 
there  were  two  other  Japanefe,  the  one  named  Soyfi- 
pio,  born  at  Firando,  and  the  other  Sacoubo,  of  the 
fame  place ;  the  former  of  which  being  tortured, 
ronfeflcd  both  to  have  been  privy  to  this  private  trca- 
fon, and  to  have  offered  his  fervice  to  the  Englifb  to 
aid  them  in  the  taking  of  the  caftle :  and  the  latter 
confcfied  to  have  had  knowledge  of  the  cohfultation 
of  the  other  Japanefe  to  this  pvn-pofe ;  but  neither  of 
iheni  was  exxcuicd,  or  fo  much  as  condemned  ;  the 
rcaibn  whereof  v;us  not  known  to  the  EngliPn  that 
were  faved.  They  liad  prepared  a  cloth  of  black 
velvet  for  captain  Toweifon's  body  to  fall  uponj 
which  being  ftaincd  v/ith  blood,  they  afterwards  put 
to  account  of  the  Englifli  company.  At  the  inftant 
of  t!ic  execution  tlierc  arofe  a  great  darkncis,  with  a 
fu Jot  n  and  violent  gull  of  v*'ind  and  tempeil ;  whcre- 
bv  ;  v/o  of  the  Dutch  fliips  riding  in  the  harbour  were 
driven  from  their  anchors,  and  with  great  labour  and 
diiliculcy  favcd  from  the  rocks.  Within  a  few  days 
afcirr,  one  William  Dunckin,  who  had  told  the  go- 
vernor, that  Robert  Kro^n  the  Englilh  taylor,  had  a 
few  months  before  toltl  him,  he  hoped  that  within 
fix  months  ihe  Englifli  fhould  have  as  much  to  do  in 
tlie  callle  of  Amboyna  as  the  Dutch :  this  fellow, 
coming  upon  an  cvenjng  to  the  grave  where  the  Eng- 
liin  were  buried,  being  all,  except  captain  Towerfon, 
in  one  pir,  fell  down  upon  the  grave ;  and  having  lain 
tiiCie  a  while,  rofe  up  again  ibark  mad,  and  fo  con- 
tinued two  or  three  days  together,  and  then  died. 

Forih- 
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Forthwith  alio  fell  a  new  ficknefs  at  Amboyna,  which 
fwqpt  away  above  one  thoufand  people,  Dutch  and 
Afnboynefe ;  in  the  fpace  wherein  there  ufually  dic4 
not  thirty  ac  other  fealons,  Thefe  figns  were,  by 
the  furviving  £ngU(h,  referred  to  the  confident  pre« 
di6lion  of  Emanuel  Thomfon  above  named  *,  and 
were  by  the  Amboynefe  interpreted  as  a  token  of 
the  wrsuii  of  God  for  this  barbarous  tyranny  of  the 
butch. 

The  next  day  after  the  execution,  being  the  28di 
frf  February,  O.  S.  was  fpent  in  triumph  for  the 
new  gieneral  of  the  Dutch  then  proclaimed  ;  and  in 
public  rejoicing  for  the  deliverance  from  this  pre- 
tended treafoh.  On  the  lil  of  March,  John  Beau- 
inont,  George  Sharrock,  Edward  Collins,  and  WiU 
liam  Webber,  were  brought  to  the  governor,  who 
told  Beaumont  and  Sharrock,  that  they  were  pardon- 
ed in  honour  of  the  new  general ;  and  Collins,  that 
he  was  to  go  to  Jaccatra,  there  to  (land  to  the  favour 
^  the  governor :  fo  the  governor  made  them  drink 
wine  with  him,  and  courceoufly  difmiflcd  them,  will- 
jng  them  to  go  and  confult  with  the  reft  that  were 
Javed,  who  were  fit  to  be  placed  in  the  leveral  fa&o- 
lies.  Which  done,  and  their  opinions  reported  to  the 
governor,  he  accordingly  commanded  each  to  his  place, 
adding,  that  he  would  thenceforth  take  upon  him  the 
patronage  and  government  of  the  Englifh  company's 
Dufinefs,  to  which  purpofe  he  had  within  a  few  days 
pa(t  opeiied  a  letter  that  came  from  the  Englifh  pre- 
iident  at  Jaccatra,  directed  to  captain  Towertbn,  be- 
4ng  the  firfl  Englifh  letter  he  ever  intercepted  ;  fur- 
ther faying,  that  he  was  glad  he  found  by  the  letter 
that  the  Englifh  at  Jaccatra  were  innocent  touching 
this  bufinefs.  The  governor  and  fifcal  having  juft 
made  an  end  at  Amboyna,  difpatched  themfelves  for 
Banda,  where  they  made  very  diligent  enquiry  againft 
captain  Weldon,  the  Englifh  agent  there,  yet  tound 
no  colour  or  fhadow  of  guilt  to  lay  hold  on  him  y 
but  at  Uft  entertained  him  with  courteous  fpecches, 
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profcfling  to  be  very  glad  that  they  found  him,  u 
well  as  the  Englifh  at  Jaccatra,  to  be  without  fulpi- 
cion  of  this  treafon. 

CaptainjWeldon  perceiving  the  difbrderand  confu- 
fion  of  the  Englilh  company's  affairs  at  Amboyna, 
by  means  of  the  dealing  of  the  Dutch,  forthwith  hir- 
ed a  Dutch  pinnace  at  Banda,  and  palled  to  Am- 
boyna  ;  where,  inftantly  upon  his  arrival,  he  recalled 
the  company's  fervants,  which  were  lent  by  the  Dutch 
governor  to  the  upper  faftories.     Having  enquired  of 
them,   and  the  reft  that  were  left  at  Amboyna,  of 
the  whole  proceedings  lately  pafled,  he  found  by  the 
conftant  and  agreeing  relation  of  them  all,  that  there 
was  no  fuch  treafon  of  the  Englifh  as  was  pretended : 
as  alfo  underftanding  what  ftrid  command  the  gover- 
nor bad  given  to  the  furviving  Englifh  not  once  to 
talk,  or  confer  with  the  country  people  concerning 
this  bloody  bufmefs,  although  the  faid  country  peo- 
ple every  day  reproached  them  with  trealbn,  and  a 
bloody  intention  to  have  mafTacred  the  natives,  and 
to  have  ripped  up  thi^  btrllifs  of  women  with  child, 
and  fuch  like  fluff,  wherewith  the  Dutch  had  poflef- 
fcJ  the  poor  vulpnr,  to  mr.ke  the  Knglifh  odious  unto 
them.     THl^  TiuJ  Mr.  Vvehlon  therefore  finding  it  to 
.(bit  neither  with  the  honour  nor  profit  of  the  Englifh 
coinpanv,  his  n-ialrers,  to  hold  any  longer  reGdence 
in  Amboyna,  he  took  the  poor  remnant  of  the  Eng* 
Ilia  alon:^  wiili  Miii  in  the  laid  hired  pinnace  for  Jac- 
rarra,  v. liirhrr  :I-e  gjwrnor  ha4  Tent  John  Beaumont 
i)\vA  ^\ow?sd  Collins  before,  ns  men  condemned  and 
iei'c  to  {h^-  :i\":cy  ot*  il'iC  govemoy.     When  this  heavy 
r.vws  ot  Air:.*  •  ynii  came  to  Jncrn.tM,  and  the  Englifh 
th?;;-,  ti^:  yr.;.l.ic:i:  fent  ibrtiV./iLii  to  the  general  ot  the 
Du'j:,   u)  Ivio.v  iy/   wUiU  n'.uhori'jy  the  o-overnorof 
Ai:/-\)yr':A  h  .1  r!;u.s  p"0ceedc\l  ri?T;/iin(l  the  fc,nglifh,  and 
h::'.v  !^A-  .\v\\  i:\:  w'X  of  t;T^  Diuch  there  at  Jaccatradid 
;"ir\'::/c  L.-..;'l'  rr  vc^Cxi'.:". -f;.     Tlvc  c!;overnor  returned 
iOr  anlV." •..:',   /:,,:  ihx  govtrrnor  ot*  Amboyna's  authority 
Ar!s   c.r.lvja   tVom    the    lords    fcat'^s- general  of  tlic 
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^United  Netherlands  •,  under  whom  he  had  lawful  ju- 
lifdidion,  both  in  criminal  and  civil  caulbs,  within 
the  diftria  of  Amboyna  ;  further,  that  fuch  proceed- 
ing was  neceflary  againft. traitors,  fuch  as  the  Englifli 
executed  at  Amboyna  might  appear  to  be  by  their 
own  confeflions  5  a  copy  whereof  he  therewith  fent 
to  the  Englifh  prefident,  who  fent  the  fame  back  to 
be  authenticity  certified^  but  received  it  not  again. 
Hitherto  hath  been  recited  the  bare  and  naked  nar- 
ration of  the  progrels  and  paflage  of  this  adion,  a$ 
it  is  taken  out  of  the  depofitions  of  fix  feveral  Eng? 
li(h  fadors ;  whereof  four  were  condemned,  and  the 
other  two  acquitted,  in  this  procefs  of  Amboyna: 
all,  fince  their  return  into  England,  examined  upoqi 
their  oaths  in  the  admjralty-court.  The  particulars 
pf  captain  Towerfon's,  as  alfo  of  EmanueJ  Thom- 
son's examinations  and  anfwers,  are  not  yet  come  to 
light  •,  by  i;eafon  that  thefe  two  were  kept  aparf  from  all 
the  reft,  and  each  alone  by  himfelf ;  nor  any  other  of  the 
Englifh  fuffered  to  fpeak  with  them,  except  only  that 
Jpiort  farewell  which  John  Beaumont  took  of  Thom- 
fon  the  morning  before  the  execution  before-men* 
tioned.  The  like  obfcurity  is  yet  touching  the  exami- 
nations and  anfwers  of  divers  of  the  reft  that  were 
executed ;  being,  during  their  imprifonment,  fo 
ftridly  looked  to  and  watched  by  ]^he  Dutch,  that 
they  might  not  talk  together,  nor  mutually  relate 
their  miferies :  but  becaufc  the  Dua:h  defend  their 
own  proceedings  by  the  confcffion  of  the  parties  exe- 
cuted, acknowledging  feverally  under  their  hands, 
that  they  were  guilty  of  the  pretended  crime ;  it 
will  not  be  amifs  to  recoiled  and  recal  unto  this  place, 
as  it  were  unto  oni?  fum  and  total,  certain  circum- 
ftances  difperfed  in  feveral  parts  of  this  narration, 
whereby,  as  well  the  innocence  of  the  Englifh,  as 
the  unlawful  proceeding  againft  them,  may  be  ma- 
nifeft. 

Firft,  therefore,  it  is  to  be  remembered,  that  the 
Japoncfe  were  apprehended,  examined,  and  tortured 
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three  or  four  days  before  the  Englifh  were  attacked  $ 
and  the  fame,  ^  well  of  their  apprchenfion  as  tor- 
ture, was  notorious  in  the  eown  of  Amboyna,  and  the 
parrs  adjoining:.  Thomfon,  in  this  interim,  and  the 
rery  firft  day  of  the  examination  of  the  Japanefr,  went 
to  the  caftlr  to  afk  leave  of  the  governor  to  land  fomc 
rice ;  and  brought  back  the  news  with  him  to  the 
EngHlh  houfe  ef  the  cruel  handling  of  thefe  poor  Ja- 
ponefe.  This  had  been  it€m  enough  to  the  £nglfft, 
if  they  hdd  been  guilty,  to  (hiftfor  themfelves;  wfiefc^ 
to  alio  they  had  ready  means  by  the  airricufries,  or 
fmall  boats  of  the  Amboyners,  which  lie  along  the 
ftrand  in  that  number  wherewith  they  might  eafily 
have  tranfported  themfelves  to  Scran,  to  Bottoun,  or 
Macailar,  oiFt  of  the  reach  and  jurifdiftion  of  the 
Dutch  :  but  in  that  they  fled  not,  in  this  cafe,  it  is  a 
very  ftronff  prefumption,  that  they  were  as  little  privy 
to  any  trcaibn  of  their  own,  as  fufpicious  of  any 
treacherous  train  laid  for  their  bloods. 

In  the  next  place,  let  it  be  confiderei-l,  how  impof- 
fible  it  was  for  the  Englifh  to  atchieve  this  pretended 
cnterprif'e.  The  calUe  of  Amboyna  is  of  a  very  great 
ftrcngth  ;  the  garrifon  therein,  two  or  three  hundred 
men,  befide  as  marry  more  of  their  free  burghers  in 
the  town.  What  their  care  and  circumfpeilion  in  all 
their  forts  is,  may  appear,  not  only  from  the  quick 
alarm  chey  took  at  the  foolilh  jefting  of  the  poor  Ja- 
panefe,  made  to  the  centinel  nbove  recited  -,  but  alfo 
by  that  wiiich  a  little  before  had  happened  at  Jacca- 
tra,  where  one  of  rhcir  fokliers  was  Ihot  to  death  for 
flecpingon  the  watch.  Durlt  ten  Knglifhmcn,  where- 
of nor  one  Ibklicr,  attempt  any  thing  uron  fuch  a 
ftrcncth  an:l  vigilance  ?  As  for  the  afliftance  of  the 
Japjincfe,  they  were  but  ten  neither,  and  all  unarm- 
ed, a-  vTeii  as  the  Englilh :  for,  as  at  the  feizure  at 
thcL'ngliih  honic,  all  the  provifion  there  found,  was 
btJt:  \h.nx  Iwords,  two  mullcets  and  half  a  pound  of 
po\v('cr:  fo  the  Japanele,  except  when  they  are  in 
lerviceof  the  Cuttle,  and  there  armed  by  the  DiUwk 
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dre  allowed  to  have  no  arms,  but  only  a  catan,  a 
icind  of  fhort  fword ;  and  it  m  forbidden  to  all  (he 
Dutchy  upon  great  penaky,  to  fett  any  hand-gun, 
•powder  or  buUets  to  the  Japanefe  or  Amboyners. 

But  let  it  be  imagined  thefe  twenty  perfons,  Eng^ 
)i(h  and  Japanefe,  were  fo  defperate  as  to  adventure 
^he  exploit ;  how  fhould  they  be  able  to  mailer  tlie 
Dutch  in  die  caftle,  or  to  keep  pofieflion  when  they 
Jiad  gotten  it  ?  What  fecond  bad  they  ?  There  was 
neither  fliip  nor  pinnace  of  the  Englilh  in  harbour. 
AU  the  reft  of  the  Japanefe  in  the  ifland  were  not 
twenty  perfons,  and  not  one  Englifii  more.  1  he 
neareftof  the  reft  of  the  EngUfh  were  at  Banda,  fony 
-leagues  from  Amboyna,  and  thofe  but  nine  perfons  v 
all  afterward  cleared  by  the  governor  and  fifcal  them-- 
iebrcs,  from  ail  iufpicion  of  this  pretended  crime,  as 
were  alio  the  reft  at  the  EngUfli  at  Jaccatra. 

On  the  other  fide,  befide  the  ilrengtb  of  the  caftle, 
«nd  town  >of  Amboyna,  the  Dutch  have  three  other 
dftrong  cafties,  well  furniihed  with  folchers,  in  the 
iame  ifland,  and  at  Catnbello,  near  adjoining.  They 
•had  then  alio  in  the  road  of  Amboyna  eight  Ihips  and 
veflcls,  well  furniflied  with  men  and  ammunition.  It 
is  true,  that  the  ftories  do  record  fundry  valiant  and 
iiardy  exploits  of  the  Englifli  nation,  and  the  Dutch 
are  wimefles  of  fome  of  them ;  yea,  have  reaped  the 
fruit  of  the  Englifh  refolution  :  yet  no  ftory,  no  le- 
g;end,  fcarcely  reported  any  fuch  hardinefs,  either  of 
the  Eng1i(h  or  others,  that  fo  few  perfons,  fo  naked 
of  all  provifions  and  fupplies,  ftiould  undertake  fuch 
an  adventure  upon  a  counter-party,  fo  well  and  abun- 
dantly fitted  at  all  pcHnts.  But  let  it  be  further  grant- 
rd,  that  they  might  pofllbly  have  overcome  all  thofe 
difficulties,  yet  towhatendandpurpofefliouldtheyhave 
put  themfelvcs  into  fuch  a  jeopardy  ?  They  knew  well 
enough,  that  it  was  agreed  between  both  companies  at 
home,  that  tiie  forts  in  the  Indies  fhould  remain  refpec- 
tively  in  the  hands  of  fuch  aa  had  pofleflTion  of  them 
SLt  the  date  of  the  treaty  amo  1619  ;  and  that  the  fame 

was 
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was  ratified  by  the  king's  majefty  and  the  lords'ftate^ 
general.  What  reward  therefore  could  thefe  Englifli 
hope  for  of  their  valour  and  danger  ?  Certainly  none 
other  than  that  which  is  exprcfly  provided  by  the 
treaty  itfelf-,  that  is,  to  be  punifhed  as  difturbersof 
the  common  peace  and  amicy  of  both  nations. 

But  let  thefe  Englifhmen  have  been  as  foolilh  as 
they  wil(  in  this  plot,  as  the  Dutch  will  have  them, 
is  it  alfo  to  be  imagined,  that  they  were  fo  gracelefs, 
as  when  they  were  condemned,  and  feriouQy  examin- 
ed, and  admonifhed  by  the  miniftcrs  to  difcha^ 
their  confciences,  yet  then  to  pcrfift  in  their"  difiimu- 
lation  i  being  otherwife  of  fuch  godly  behaviour,  as 
to  fpend  the  time  in  prayer,  finging  of  pfalms,  and 
fpiritually  comforting  one  another,  which  the  Dutch 
would  have  had  them  beftow  in  drinking,  to  drive 
away  their  forrow  ?  Their  general  and  religious  pro^ 
icfTion  of  their  innocence  to  their  countrymen  ait  their 
kft  parting  with  them  ;  and  finally,  their  iealing  thb 
profeiTion  with  their  lad  breath  and  blood,  even  in 
the  very  article  of  death,  and  in  the  ftroke  of  the  exe- 
cutioner !  \Vh«t  horrible  and  unexampled  diffimu- 
laiion  was  this  ? 

It  mud  be  confcflcd,  that  this  is  in  all  refpefls  a 
molt  allonilhing  and  furiDrifing  relation.  That  the 
Dutch  (hould  be  dclirous  of  engrofling  the  Ipice- 
trade,  had  nothing  in  it  but  what  might  be  cafily  ac- 
counted for ;  bccaufe  of  the  former  inftances  they 
had  given  us  of  their  avarice^  that  they  (hould  make 
no  Icrupic  of  attacking  and  dellroying  the  Englilh 
that  were  fctilcd  in  the  fpice-iflands,  and  confequent- 
ly  llood  in  th.e  way  of  their  defign,  is  what  might 
have  been  cxpefted  from  their  boundlefs  ambition^ 
by  wiiich  they  were  become  formidable  even  to  their 
own  dates :  but  that  they  fliould  take  this  method, 
which  was  at  once  tl)c  molt  barbarous,  the  moft  pro- 
voking, and  the  moll  contrary  to  the  lolemn  treaty 
they  had  n:auc,  is  ftrange  in  the  higheil  degree.  But 
perhaj^s  it  may  be  accounted  ttill  llrangcr,  that,  when 

they 
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they  bad  done  ir,  they  durftjuftify  it,  and  juftify  ic 
even  here :  this,  however,  they  did,  which  produced. 
the  account  we  have  given  the  reader,  as  appears 
from  that  very  account  which  the  Eaft  India  comr. 
pany  were  not  at  liberty  to  publifh  till  the  Dutch 
made  an  appeal  to  the  public  themfelves. 

After  this,  indeed,  the  publilhing  of  their  cafe 
could  be  no  longer  refufed  them ;  efpecially  as  what 
they  ofiered  was  fupported  by  the  fulleft  proofs  upon 
oath,  regiftered  in  the  court  of  chancery.  We  fee 
from  hence,  the  great  confequence  of  the  liberty  of 
the  prefs  :  had  it  been  open  at  that  time,  ic  had  been 
impoffible  to  have  hindered  the  nation  from  receiving 
ample  (atisfadion  for  fuch  a  flagrant  injury,  fuch  an 
intolerable  infuit.  But  as  it  was,  we  are  told,  there 
was  a  party  in  king  James's  court,  that  if  they  did 
not  juftify,  at  leaft  excufed  this  horrid  fad,  from  the 
Dutch  account  of  it. 

It  may  not  be  amiis  alfo  to  obferve,  that  at  this 
juncture,  the  ftates  were  aftually  demanding  and  re- 
ceiving afliftance  from  the  crown  of  Great  Britain ; 
and  that  too  as  large  in  its  nature,  and  as  cfFe(5tual 
in  its  confequences,  as  any  which  they  had  received 
in  the  time  of  queen  Elizabeth  ;  and  for  which  the 
ftates  exprefTed  as  much  gratitude  and  thankfulnefs 
to  that  monarch,  as  ever  they  did  to  the  queen,  and, 
as  it  clearly  appears,  with  juft  as  much  fincerity.  It 
is  not  likely  that  the  tragedy  of  Ambojna  was  afted 
in  confequence  of  any  inftru<5lions  from  Holland; 
but  in  the  Indies  they  were  at  full  liberty,  and  there 
therefore  the  true  genius  of  the  nation  difplayed  it- 
fclf :  and  the  Dutch  writers,  in  thofe  very  times, 
boaft,  that  the  general  of  the  Eaft  India  company 
kept  as  great  a  court,  and  made  in  every  relpe^  as 
magnificent  an  appearance  as  the  prince  of  Orange 
himfelf ;  which  plainly  proves,  that  as  they  hated  the 
government  of  the  princes  of  Orange,  fo  they  were 
willing  that  ftrangers  fliould  take  notice  of  their  in- 
dependency and  power  in  anothg:  part  of  the  world, 
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iiM.  fliiiiif  nftjl  £91*  '^JH^'TMng  iftilrfiftitnti 

jQH^  h^.  Muod  dmq  joimnf  wiih^4;be  AmubIh 

abflays^iii  Wfipry  of  binding  }ibi64ifmi0^i^^itil^ 
cries,  wuh  F^qcc»  and  then  dih\m§,lmmKM^^ 
widi  her«  the  tfawoei^gjneiy  :CK^  j^Fnriliih  t|||iii  jwr 
ilif  ^wrow  ink  Timiumg  €inife»X  :9ft»jt>Mi  il 
order  fQ^presfnot,  found  it  jiqcflffi!iy,»iK4MH  lilhiti 
Mrhich  induced  faiip  to  densand  AiipHMBey s  aid>ilM 
b^im  chofe  confufions^  whidi  ended  m  thrtnum43ijum 
governoiCDCy  and  leaviog  the  Dutch  lif 
that  trade,  which  thqr  nad  acquisrd  «ai 
Returo  we  now  to  Mr.  Nieuhaffj]  1.. 

Part  of  th::  tfland  of  Anboyana  is  vad^iflbfr  jjunfr 
dift'ion  <^  die  Esft  India  companyc,  and  fMRctf  k 
'  \|pder  that  qf  the  Icing  of  Tjer-naie.  -      > 

There  was  a  large  cxocodile  kttted^  >riwwpiwr.ii< 
thor's  refidence  at  the  port  Vi£tona»  vrhidi  ^^irnxM^ 
longs  to,  the  Dutch :  it  hadUvedagrcKiviiabuiiilir 
ditfb,  deftrqying  the  governor's  poulirjM  «|KmI- 
made  an  attack  upon  his  iiscKtarjic^  audio  *;] 
efcaped  with  his  life.  .   «  * 

The  inhahiunts  were  ^ormeiiy  pagans  andxaDttNld% 

but  at  prefent  they  are  Mahomecans  and  f?hriiKiiH, 

The  men  ace  heave,  J^uc  .deceitftdt,  and  9WJF  Jaa^ 
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with  thin  beards  and  large  whifkers.  Th§ir  weapons 
are  bows,  arrows,  half-puces,  javelins,  fcymirars,  and 
•  kind  of  poifbned  arrow,  the  wound  whereof  is  mor- 
tal, and  thefe  they  blow  through  hollow  pipes :  and 
chey  are  dextrous  in  managing  firearms. 

Our  author  left  this  place  on  the  ^d  of  May,  and 
arrived  at  Batavia  on  the  29th  of  the  fame  month. 
He  was  loon  after  difpatched  on  a  voyage  to  the  Pif- 
cadore  iflands,  from  whence  he  went  to  the  ifland  of 
Teywan ;  which  place  he  quitted  on  the  i  ith  of  De- 
cember, and  came  on  the  30th  of  the  fame  month  to 
the  city  of  Malacca,  the  capital  of  a  kingdom  of  the 
lame  name,  which  was  formerly  fuppofed  to  be  join- 
ed to  the  ifland  of  Sumatra,  by  a  fmall  neck  of  land, 
now  loft  in  the  ocean.  This  city  lies  in  2^  20'  north 
latitude  y  it  is  populous,  large,  and  clofe  builr,  fomc 
of  the  houies  being  of  ftone,  but  moft  of  them  of 
ftrong  bamboe-cane.  The  ftrcets  are  broad  and  hand- 
lome,  planted  on  each  fide  with  trees. 

Malacca  furrendered  to  the  Portuguefe,  under  the 
command  of  general  Albuquerque,  in  the  year  151c,. 
after  an  obftinate  refiftance ;  the  king  being  obliged 
to  fly  to  the  woods,  where  he  died.  It  was  re^caken 
from  the  Portuguefe  by  the  Dutch,  in  the  year  1 640, 
after  a  fiege  of  fix  months  and  in  it  was  found  a  vaft 
booty. 

It  is  a  place  of  prodigious  great  trade,  in  geld, 
precious  ftones,  and  all  the  rarities  of  the  Kafl:.  The 
harbour  is  one  of  the  lincft  in  the  Indies,  aKvavs 
crouded  with  fliips  from  China,  Japan,  Siam,  Bengal, 
Coromandel,  Banda,  Java,  Sumatra,  &c.  The  coin 
of  this  place  was  formerly  only  tin,  being  of  great 
weight,  but  little  value ;  but  at  prcfent  both  gold  and 
filver  are  current  here,  a  piece  of  eight  palling  for  two 
guilders  and  eleven  ftivcrs. 

The  natives  of  Malacca  are  tawnyv  with  long  black 
hair,  large  eyes,  and  flat  nofes.  1  hey  go  naked,  ex- 
cept a  piece  of  ftufi^  wrapt  about  their  middle.  The 
women  «ire  cxtreamlv  proud,  very  fond  of  gold  brace-r 
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lets,  and  ear-rings,  as  well  as  of  precious  ftones  and 

fine  fiiks. 

There  is  a  fpecks  of  men  in  Malacca,  who  cao 
fee  only  in  the  dark,  being  blind  all  day,  which  tbey 
generally  fpend  in  fleeping,  never  rifing  till  iiin4b^ 
They  are  well  proportioned,  and  in  complexion  Ibme- 
thing  like  the  Europeans ;  their,  feet  are  bent  inward^ 
and  their  hair  cf  a  yeliowiih  hue,  is  extreafnly  loif^ 
that  of  the  women  banging  down  to  their  hips. 

The  vaft  trafk  of  land  called  Malacca  or  Malaya, 
is  the  moft  fouthern  continent  of  the  Eaft  lodKS, 
comprehending,  befide,  many  other  kingdoms. 

Jor  is  fituated  at  the  ftreights  of  Malacca,  and 
abounds  with  lemons,  ananas,  bananas,  citrons,  as 
large  as  a  man's  head,  and  other  Indian  fruits.  Here 
is  alfo  great  (lore  of  pepper,  cinnamon,  buffaloes, 
monkies,  ftags,  &c.  The  inhabitants  are  brave,  but 
lafcivious,  proud,  and  lying,  civil,  and  deceitful: 
their  complexions  are  light-blue*,  their  nofes  are 
crooked,  and  their  teeth  black :  they  wear  their  naib 
extreamly  long,  and  paint  them  yellow ;  length  rf 
nails  is  among  them  a  mark  of  quality.  Their  richer 
fort  of  people  wear  poinards  fet  with  precious  ftones  -, 
and  Ratifpont,  king  of  Jor,  who  came  on  board  the 
Dutch  fleet  in  1608,  hud  a  poinard  by  his  fide  fee 
with  fephircs  and  diarronds  that  were  valued  at  fifty 
thoiij'ii.nd  guilders.  He  had  three  gold  chains  about 
his  neck,  which  were  alio  curioufly  adorned  with  pre- 
cious ftone;:. 

In  the  kingdom  of  Pahan  are  found  nutmegs, 
mace,  pepper,  hogs  llor.trs,  which  are  a  good  anti- 
dorc  to  cxpd  poiibn  •,  ctiniplnre,  and  eagle- wood  \  but, 
abovr  r.Ii,  gold  and  ^diamonds.  The  capital  city, 
which  takes  its  piiu-c  jVom  the  kingdom,  is  fituated 
about  ii  league  from  the  ll-a-iliore,  and  is  inhabited 
only  by  the  nobiiity,  the  poorer  fort  livinnr  in  the 
iubiiibs.  It  is  not  large-,  and  round  it  runs  a  wall 
lonr  r.iilioir.s  high,  mauc  of  the  trunks  of  trees  joined 
<yrn:  virhin  r!ie   other  very  ftrongly  and  compactly. 
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*rbe  king's  palace  is  of  wood ;  the  other  houies  are  of 
reed  and  ftraw  :  the  ftreets  ^rc  enclofed  on  each  fide 
with  hedges  of  retds»  planted  with  coco ;  fo  that  the 
place  looks  rather  like  a  garden  than  a  city. 

The  natives  of  Potany  arc  of  an  a(h-coloured  com- 
plexion, but  well-(haped,  proud,  and  oftentatious : 
they  arc  however  civil  in  converfation,  and  no  great 
foldiers*  They  are  cxtreamly  jealous }  and  though 
adultery  is  frequent  axnong  thern^  the  women  being 
extreamly  wanton,  yet  it  is  pgnilhed  with  death  when 
found  out :  the  criminal's  neareft  relation,  though  it 
Ibould  be  a  father,  is  by  the  laws  obliged  to  lupply 
the  place  of  the  executioner  -,  yet  fornication  is  thought 
to  be  no  great  crime. 

The  nobility  keep  many  female  flaves,  whom  they 
let  out,  at  fo  much  a  month ;  and  nothing  is  more 
common  than  for  a  ftranger  to  have  his  choice  of 
young  women,  who  will  bargain  to  live  with  him 
during  his  ftay  amongft  them,  for  certain  wages* 
This  woman,  by  day,  does  all  the  neceflary  houfliold 
offices,  and  fcrves  as  a  bedfellow  by  night :  but  then 
a  man  muft  be  careful  to  have  no  commerce  with  any 
other  woman ;  and  he  may  affurcdly  rely  upon  the 
fidcUty  of  her  whom  he  hires.  The  natives  are,  for 
the  moft  part,  lazy  and  idle,  the  traffic  being  entirely 
in  the  hands  of  the  Chinefe.  The  chief  riches  of 
the  natives  conliil  in  lands  and  flaves,  and  the  fo- 
reign merchants  fupply  them  with  all  forts  of  rich 
commodities. 

From  Patan  the  people  of  Lahor  grt  rice,  fait, 
fowl,  and  oxen :  thofe  of  Malacca  are  th;:nce  alio  fup- 
plied  with  the  bczoar  ftonc  :  to  Borneo  they  fend  iron, 
ftecl,  and  copper ;  ro  China,  pepper,  camphirc,  fan- 
dal-wood,  both  white  and  yellow,  fkins,  ivory,  Sec. 
and  to  Japan,  tin,  lead,  filk,  &c.  The  country  is  Co 
populous  as  to  be  able  to  bring  one  hundred  and 
eighty  thoufand  armed  men  into  the  field.  It  is  tri- 
butary to  the  king  of  Siam,  and  pays  y<:arly  fome  (ine 
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clothes,  velvets  fcarlct-cloths,  and  a  curious  artificial 
flower,  richly  wrought  with  gold. 

7  his  kingdom  was  governed  in  the  year  1602  by  a 
woman,  who,  though  a  widow,  was  then  but  fifteen 
Viu: s  of  age :  lier  name  was  Pratic,  and  flic  kept  in 
iirr  (ourt  a  valt  numbcf  of  ladies  of  honour,  none  of 
wbf)ni  fhe  permitted  to  marry,  though  (he  connived 
;it  thfir  aniorous  intrigues.  When  (he  went  abroad, 
which  w;is  very  fcldom,  llie  had  a  cavalcade  of  two 
tlioufand  noblemen,  all  drefled  in  the  liveries  of  her 
li-ic;iUd  Ipoufc. 

'I'hirrv  leimurs  to  the  north  of  Malacca  is  an  ifland 
•;illcd  Pinj;di»nT>  with  two  good  bays,  wherein  Ihips 
nuy  ii.ivvr  a  vi*ry  ufo  .inchorage.  This  idand  is  dcfti- 
tiirc  of  irh.\lMiaius,  but  has  plenty  of  tortoifes  and 
I  vIKts.  Our  author  llaid  upon  this  ifland  four  dm; 
:itUT  which  he  coaftcd  along  in  fight  of  the  lana  of 
Sniu.i'iM. 

M.wdx  the  3th,  they  paflcd  by  the  barof  Goa, 
wlii.h  \v.\s  then  blocked  up  by  a  Dutch  fleet.  On 
i!\*  (th  t!>ey  c.ime  to  anchor  in  the  road  of  Win- 
•n:!la,  wliric  :h?v  found  the  Bantam  vachrs  waiMs; 
t.M  .i: 'jvic  the  quocn  ot  Golconda  from  thence  to 
Mx\:*..i.  in  hcrw.iy  to  Medina;  where  flie  propoTod 
\..';v.)c\  :lu'  uvv.b  of  Mahon^.er.  Her  guards,  which 
f  .ul  ».o:\'.v;ou\!  lur  ci^^litv  k\uues,  compiled  of  four 
r'^^;:i';:\i  civ.ilrv,  with  Ions  coats  of  ma:?,  the 
th.^vuicr-s  whcrtvt   were  en:brc:Jrrt:d   w:rh  ftrrent-* 

jv*',  :>v\!  hc!:uo:<,  were  arT.e.t  w::h  b:^ws  a-:d  arrows, 

I*         *  »  I      .* 

V   t  ■  V  «*\  vkV  V  ;   V  •  CT;  •     .si^- .   V.*i    V.i  ^u.   u  •     ^i»^t  j«;C  .U.^! 
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The  Dutch  commodore,  and  the  diredlor  of  the 
liaft  India  company^,  met  her  two  leagues  from  the 
town  *,  in  which,  while  Hie  flaid,  fhe  dictated  to  her 
fecreuries  in  feveral  different  languages.  There 
was  a  magnificent  tent  erected  for  her  on  the  iea- 
Ihore  i  the  pafTage  from  whence  to  the  (hallop,  which 
was  to  carry  her  on  board  her  yacht,  was  covered 
with  calico.  It  was  fuppofed  the  captain  of  the 
yacht  became  a  Mahometan  -,  for  he  never  returned 
from  the  voyage,  the  fhip  being  brought  back  by  the 
boatfwain. 

Wingurle  lies  in  fifteen  degrees  of  north  latitude  :> 
it  is  a  large  village  on  the  fea*(hore  of  the  kingdom  of 
Golconda,  where  the  Dutch  Baft  India  company  have 
a  fadory;  and  mod  fhips  bound  to  Perfia  are  ob- 
liged to  touch  in  their  pafTage  for  wood  and  water. 
From  Wingurle  our  author  proceeded  to  Gambron, 
a  celebrated  city  of  Perfia,  where  he  arrived  on  the 
6th  of  April. 

Gambron  is  the  only  fea-port  of  Perfia,  lying  on  a 
flat  fca-fhore,  in  twenty-fevcn  degrees  of  north  lati- 
tude, juft  as  you  enter  the  Perfian  gulf;  and  clofe  to 
It  is  a  barren  fandy  mountain,  which  produces  nei- 
ther grafs  nor  tree.  It  rofc  out  of  the  ruins  of  the 
celebrated  city  of  Ormus.  It  is  defended  by  three 
Hone  baflions  on  each  fide,  whereon  are  mounted 
niany  pieces  of  iron  cannon.  It  is  very  weakly  for- 
tified on  the  land-fide,  as  they  fear  no  enemy  from 
that  quarter. 

The  houfcs  fland  very  clofe  together,  being  each 
crowned  with  a  very  high  turret,  full  of  air-holes, 
wherein  the  inhabitants  fleep  in  winter.  They  are 
builc  of  fquare  pieces  of  earth,  dried  in  the  fun, 
which  Toon  became  hard  as  flones ;  the  outfides  of 
thefe  are  whitened  with  lime,  made  of  burnt  mufTel- 
fliells.  Their  out-houfes  are  covered  with  palm- 
Jeavcs,  and  are  miferable  huts.  The  flreets  are  fhort 
and  nariOw ;  and  though  the  houfcs  fiope  in  fuch  a 
iiiinncr  that  they  almofl  all  meet  at  top,  they  fcarcely 
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anfwer  the  purpofe  of  excluding  tbe  heat,  which  is 
here  exceflive.  The  ftreets  are  not  paved,  but  filled 
up  with  earth ;  which  being  continually  watered  to 
allay  the  dud  and  heat,  become  in  time  very  hard. 
The  Dutch  and  EngliQi  have  each  a  fadory  in  this 
place,  diftinguilhed  by  their  refpe6tivc  flags,  hoifted 
on  the  tops  of  their  houfes. 

Water  is  very  fcarce  here,  it  being  brought  by  tbc 
flaves  from  a  dittance  of  three  leagues  every  morning, 
and  kept  to  cool  in  earthen  vellels  or  Iheep-flcins. 
The  only  tree  produced  hereabout  is  the  palm  j  but 
the  inhabitants  have  plenty  of  Perfian  wine,  of  a  fwcct 
flavour,  a  high  red  colour,  and  pretty  ftrong :  they 
have  alfo  arrack  diftilled  from  coco  and  rice^;  and  are 
fbnd  of  a  iherbet,  made  of  water,  lemons,  and  fugar, 
which  if  taken  in  too  great  a  quantity,  is  apt  to  give 
the  bloody  flux. 

Strangers  who  will  venture  to  refide  here  from 
March  to  Oftober,  a  fpace  during  which  the  heat  is 
exceffive,  muft  expeft  to  be  attacked  with  an  ague, 
which  they  can  hardly  ever  get  rid  of.  Mod  people 
then  either  fleep  upon  leather,  or  in  their  turrets,  with 
the  body  immerfed  in  water.  Some  of  the  richer  fore 
of  people  employ  their  flaves  in  pouring  rofe-water 
down  their  necks. 

'  Such  fliips  as  are  obliged  to  fl:ay  in  this  port  during 
the  fummer  feafon,  muft  be  clofely  covered  up  with 
thick  fails,  othcrwife  the  planks  would  run  the  ha- 
zard of  fplitting  ;  for  the  pitch  and  tar  boils  up  fo  hot 
upon  deck,  that  there  is  no  venturing  to  walk  bare- 
footed over  it. 

This  exceflive  heat  is  in  a  great  meafure  caufed  by 
.  the  city  being  placed  at  the  foot  of  a  barren  mountain, 
direftly  oppofite  to  the  fouth,  a  quarter  from  which 
the  wind  blows  during  the  beft  part  of  the  fummer 
feafon ;  and  the  breezes,  inftcad  of  refrcftiing,  are 
ftifling  to  man  and  beaft. 

All  the  inhftbitanrs  of  Gambron  are  merchants,  who 
have  country-houfcs  ten  or  twelve  leagues  from  the 
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cftjT)  moft  of  them  lying  upon  the  banks  of  a  rivulet ; 
where,  during  the  fumnnier  ieafon,  they  merrily  fpend 
the  profits  of  the  winter :  leaving  their  town  houlcs  to 
the  csre  of  their  •  (laves  until  the  month  of  Odober, 
when  the  foreign  ihips  and  merchants  begin  to  arrive, 
9nd  bufinefs  encreafes  as  the  heat  fubfides. 

The  ftaple  commodities  of  Gambron  are  cloth  of 
gdc),  tapeftries,  pearls,  Periian  wine,  the  beli:  rofe- 
water,  'and  fruits  of  all  ibrts;  as  plums,  raifins, 
currants,  nuts,  dates,  oranges,  citrons,  pomegranates, 
peaches,  &c. 

Th«%  are  caravans,  confiftipg  of  many  thoufand 
camels,  dpon^edaries,  and  afles,  loaden  with  all  forts 
of  rich  goods,  from  Babylon,  Turky,  and  Perfia, 
brought  in  here  annually,  to  be  exchanged  for  Eafl; 
Indian  wares. 

The  women  are  kept  very  clofe,  living  in  feparate 
apartments  from  the  men,  who  lay  afide  all  bufmcfs 
during  the  time  of  amorous  dalliance,  l^he  women 
who  are  to  be  hired  for  money,  fit  at  night  upon 
benches  at  their  doors,  with  lantherns  in  their  hands, 
and  each  man  may  chufe  among  them  as  he  likes. 
The  inhabitants  are  of  a  brown  complexion ;  and 
the  poorer  fort,  if  they  do  not  go  quite  naked,  are 
very  near  it.  The  more  wealthy  affedl  the  fplcndor  of 
the  Perfians  in  their  drefs ;  but  fome  few,  who  arc 
biaflcd  to  antiquity  and  whim,  habit  themklves  hke 
their  forefathers,  wearing  gold  and  filver  rings  in  their 
bands,  ears,  and  nofcs.  The  common  people  ufc 
dates  inftead  of  rice  or  bread ;  and  datfrs  and  tiili  are* 
in  general  their  prinpipal  food,  not  only  here,  but  all 
along  the  coaft;  even  their  cattle  are  fed.  with  datc- 
fiones,  and  the  guts  and  heads  of  fifh  boiled  and  mafh- 
cd  together  •,  fodder  being  extreamly  fcarce. 

About  a  league  *to  the  eaftward  of  the  city  is  tlie 
iepulchre  of  a  famous  Banian  faint,  lying  under  a 
tree  -,  the  branches  of  which  bending  downward,  take 
root  again,  and  produce  other  trees,  fo  forming  a  na- 
turally continued  fucceflion  of  arbours,  to  wh^ch  the 
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people  repair  in  parties  of  pleafure,  to  Iheker  them- 
iclvcs  from  the  heat  of  the  lun.  The  intermediate 
fpaccs  of  ground,  which  are  not  cngroiicd  by  the 
rooting  of  the  tree,  are  paved  with  brick,  and  adorn- 
ed widi  ncrit  benches,  to  accommodate  thofe  who  are 
wearied.  Hither  feveral  fcfts  of  Indians  repair  to 
o&cr  lacrifice.  Over  the  fcpulchre  is  built  a  fmall 
pagod,  wherein  are  many  lamps  burning  both  night 
and  day  under  a  filken  canopy. 

7  hL*rc  13  a  feet  of  Bramins  who  always  go  naked, 
e::crpring  l^rircly  what  decency  requires:  they  have 
liO  rrgui.^r  dv.vHing-places,  but  fleep  on  dunghills, 
or  in  the  porches  of  the  temple.  Thefe  are  often  to 
be  iret  v/ith,  fitting  crofs-icggcd  on  the  highway. 
1'hcy  never  pure  their  nails,  lh;ive  their  beards,  or 
cut  ihcir  hair ;  io  that  ihcy  have  a  moll  lavage 
sppearancc.  The  ftrange  p^-nances  which  thefc  peo- 
ple inflift  upon  themfclvcs  are  almoft  incredible  j 
ior,  they  voluntarily  fubjcft  themfelves  to  miicries 
which  one  v/ould  think  human  nature  was  unable 
I'j  f  iidure. 

Some  of  therr.  have  been  known  to  continue  in  de- 
vct:>n  nine  or  ten  days,  v;i:hout  earing  or  drinking: 
criicrs  of  them  never  fiz-j  and  wiicn  they  intend  to 
lletn,  tie  a  lore  about  their  middles,  and  hans:  them- 
feives  to  the  branch  of  a  tree:  a  third  fort  carry  their 
IiAnds  always  above  their  he.1  is,  and  diftort  their  eyes 
ibar-jreiy,  iicvcr  Jocking  upon  ar.y  body,  as  if  it  were 
cri;-v»Mi  to  dillincuifli  obiects  ;  nciihcr  can  the  ftin^- 
jnt  cf  the  pnuts,  nor  the  heat  of  the  fun,  induce 
tiieni  to  aliei-  tlieir  rnonirying  politions.  They  bt- 
hwvdr  liicir  l^o^lics  with  aihes  ;ind  cow-duncr  mixed,  as 
v.eil  zs  l-indul-v.ccd  and  faffronj  fo  that  they  cuta 
?rori:  n-uileoiis  tlr.ure.  Thcic  wretches  are  the  prin- 
t  \i'A  ohicdts  cf  tlie  L^evot:on  of  the  Indian  women, 
'*vho  kit's  the  extre.T;i::es  of  their  finger  ends,  but  di- 
K'vC  their  acoraiiun  pariicuhrly  to  the  privities,  to 
^^::!ch  tlin' apply  their  lips  with  the  profoundelt  re- 
ject :  ai:d  if  -J^eic  miierLble  creatures  ihould  chance 
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to  manifeft  the  Icafl:  fbnlibiiity  from  the  coqta^):,  tlief 
would  be  no  longer  ranked  among  the  holy. 

The  governor  -of  Gambron  is  accountable  for  his 
conduct  CO  certain  jcommiffiopers,  who  are  fcnt  yearly 
CO  examine  into  it  by  the  Jung  of  Ferfia*  with  a  power 
to  take  his  head  if  he  Jias  a&ed  illegally.  He  is  ob- 
liged to  meet  thefe  officers  unarmed ;  but  it  is  very 
ieldom  he.  is  known  to  pay  the  forfeit.  If  he  is  found 
to  have  behaved  well,  he  is  preiented  with  fome  pieces 
of  doth  by  way  of  reward ;  and  they  enter  the  icity 
together,  where  they  feafl  for  fome  days. 

There  are  foot-pofts  between  Gambron  and  Ifpahan, 
wonderfully  expeditious  :  they  are  appointed  by  the 
governor,  who  firft  tries  their  ability  by  fctting'thcm 
to  run  with  a  fingle  horfeman ;  and  if  they  anfwer  ex- 
pectation, he  gives  them  the  title  of  runners,  together 
with  a  fuit  of  cloaths,  and  penDits  thein  to  attend  any 
jlrdnger  who  comes  hither* for  hire,  when  he  himfelf 
has-  no  occalion  for  them. 

The  ifland  of  Ormus  lies  between  twenty-five  and 
twenty-fix  degrees  of  north  latitude ;  it  is  interlcfted 
by  a  ridge  of  mountains,  ftretching  from  caftto  welt 
along  the  whole  ifland.  Behind  thefe  are  feen  nothing 
but  white  and  barren  hills,  producing  very  fine  fait  ;^ 
one  of  them  is  pyramidical,  and  compofed  of  nothing 
elle.  On  the  top  of  another,  which  is  called  the 
Mountain  of  the  Dead,  the  Portuguefe  formerly  built 
a  chapel,  facred  *  to  our  Lady  of  the  Rock,  to :  which 
the  natives  have  cut  fteps,»"  it  beixig  naturally  very 
Iletp.  The  chapel  .of  St.  Lucy  is  near  this  moun- 
tain, rifing  upon  the  ruins  trf  certain  old  towers^  in 
which  the  kings  of  Ormus  ufed  formerly  to  imprifon 
their  brothers,  after  having  bereft  them  of  their  eye- 
iighc. 

.  Here  is  a  large  plain,  in  which  are  kept,  fafely 
lockeci,  certain  cifterns  of  rain-water,  there  being 
no  fprtngs  in  the  ifland;  and  this  is  much  better 
iban  any  tiiar  is  gathered  either  in  pools  or  ponds, 

though 
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rhou-;h  it  docs  not  equal  the  ftcfli  water  brought  fitwn 
Quixome, 

On  :he  north  fide  of  the  HIand  lies  the  city  of 
Ornuis,  once  ore  of  the  moft  flourifhing  places  in  die 
world,  being  dicn  frequented  by  people  of  aH  nations 
::nd  of  all  religions,  on  account  of  its  wealth.  It  was 
once  laid,  that  if  the  world  were  a  ring,  Ormus  muft 
be.  confidered  as  the  diamond.  Ormus  was  onoe  one 
of  the  moft  famous  cities  in  the  world,  on  accoiint  of 
ics  trade,  and  the  conveniency  of  hs  fituation,  before 
a  paflage  by  fea  to  the  Eaft  Indies  was  difcoivered; 
nor  did  the  Portuguefc,  after  they  bad  conquered  it^ 
negleft  adding  to  its  beauty :  for,  lb  far  did  their 
ofttntation  extend,  that  the  very  iron  of  their  doon 
and  windows  was  plated  with  gold.  It  was  faid,  that 
had  it  remained  in  their  hands  till  now,  they  would 
have  turned  it  all  into  mafly  gold  :  and  although 
the  Perfians  have  defpoiled  it  of  its  beauties,  there 
■ftill  remain  glorious  traces  of  its  fornier  fplendor; 
among  which  an  high  fteeple,  admired  for  the  beauty 
cf  its  architecture,  is  not  one  of  the  lead  of  its  con- 
fidcrablc  ornaments. 

The  fortifications  of  this  city,  when  in  the  hands 
of  the  Portueucfe,  were  but  indifferent.  The  Per- 
fians  have  fortified  the  town  much  better;  they  have 
decpned  tlie  ditch,  and  erefted  an  half-moon  that 
commands  a  good  way  round.  The  harbour  is  made 
by  two  points  of  land  jutting  out,  on  one  of  which 
ftimds  a  callle,  and  on  the  other  a  church,  built  by 
the  Portugueic  in  honour  of  our  lady  of  Good  Hope. 
This  harbour  was  not  always  fafe  for  (hipping,  being 
too  much  expofed  to  eafterly  winds,  whereby  veflels 
3SV  ofrcn  driven  afhorc.  The  governor  of  Ormus 
wo:n:r.oi}ly  refides  a:  Gambron,  appointing  a  deputy 
v.ho  lives  in  t!:e  ciiy  cf  Ormus,  in  the  palace  belong- 
ing tv)  the  ancient  kings. 

Ic  fgrnetimes  decs  not  rain  in  this  ifland  for  three 
ronlequcntlv,  it  cannot  be  expefted  that  the 
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foil,  which  k  AOthing  but  a  iump  of  (alt,  ihould  be 
fertile  s  and,-  if  -we  except  the  produfts  of  the  royal 
garden,  -thffl'e  is  neither  graft  nor  verdure,  nor  yet 
fcarcelyany  thing  fit  for  the  fuftenance  of  a  human 
creatute,  the  fpontaneous  growth  dF  the  ifland.  Many 
things  concur  to  iupport  the  truth  of  this  ifland^s 
bavftig  formerly  continued  on  Rte  for  (even  years  to- 
gether i  fuch  as,  its  being  often  fubje6t  to  earth- 
quakes, die  ibuth  winds  which  blow  from  the  moun- 
tains impregnating  the  air  with  brrmftone,  the  earth 
being  in  many  places  black  and  red,  making  a  mod: 
frigfaiiful  appearahce,  and  the  vallies  covered  with 
aflies,  not  unlike  -quick-lime-,  there  being  befide 
thcfe  marks  of  a  fipe,  a  fpongy  kind  of  pumice-ftone 
all  along  the  coaft,  juft  under  the  water  •,  and  this 
being  light,  brittle,  and  porous,  eafily  mixes,  when 
powdered,  with  the  water,  caufmg  an  excellent  ce- 
ment, which  hardening  in  time,  proves  a  fufiicienc 
protciStion  againfl:  the  I'cverity  of  the  weather. 

The  heats  here  are  much  more  intenfe  than  at 
Gambron,  continuing  at  leaft  five  months,  and  fome- 
timcs  lafting  from  May  to  December.  During  this 
feafon  the  wind  is  fouth-eaflr,  and  weft  fouth-wcft, 
very  feldom  foutherly.  It  is  remarkable,  that  this  laft 
wind,  though  it  do  not  waft  any  great  refrcfhment  to 
the  houfes,  yet  cools  the  wlter,  which  the  inhabitants 
every  where  bathe  chemfelves  in ;  for  they  feldom 
Venture  to  fwim  or  plunge  in  the  fea,  the  faltnefs  and 
heat  of  which  would  excoriate  the  body. 

Ormus  was  formerly  governed  by  its  own  kings, 
who,  from  cuftoms  and  impofts,  raifed  prodigious 
treafures,  whereby  they  were  enabled  to  extend  their 
conquefts  on  the  continent :  but  what  they  had  gained 
here'  by  their  arms,  they  afterward  loft  by  their 
negled,  giving  themfelves  up  entirely  to  voluptuouf- 
ncfs,  and  abandoning  the  care  of  public  affairs  to  fa- 
vourites ;  who,  preferring  their  own  private  intcreft 
to  the  advantage  of  their  fovereign,  and  the  honour 
of  their  country,  became  an  eafy  prey  to  the  arms  of 

the 
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the  Portuguefc,  who  forced  them  to  pay  tribute,  and 
domineered  over  them  till  the  year  1622,  when  they 
were  driven  out  by  the  Perfians,  affifted  by  the  £ng- 
liih  -,  who,  in  confideration  of  their  great  fervices. 
Were  granted  a  moiety  of  all  the  cuftoms  to  be  col- 
lected m  that  port.  All  the  Indian  commodities  were 
formerly  brought  into  Europe  by  the  way  of  Ormus^ 
from  whence  they  were  carried  down  the  Perfian  gulph 
and  the  river  Euphrates  to  BafTora  -,  from  Baflbra  they 
were  borne  upon  camels  to  Bagdad,  a  city  upon  the 
Tigris,  where  joining  fcvcral  other  caravans,  they 
made  a  journey  of  forty  days  through  the  defarts  of 
Syria,  in  their  way  to  Aleppo.  From  Aleppo  they 
went  to  Tripoli,  which  lies  upon  the  Mediterranean ; 
on  which  Tea  they  were  embarked  for  the  difierent 
ports  of  Europe.  The  difcovcry  of  a  paflfage  to  the 
Eall  Indies  by  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  has  entirely 
dellroyed  this  tedious  and  expenlive  method  of  car- 
riage, and  confcquently  been  of  prodigious  detri- 
ment to  the  city  of  Ormus,  though  fome  merchants 
fliil  relbic  thither  to  buy  [icarl ;  and  a  few  Perlian 
iilks  arc  carric:!  by  land  to  Bagdad. 

Having  taken  in  his  lading  at  Ganibron,  our  au- 


recommendatory  letters  y  but  thcfe  he  fent  alhore  by 
a  fmall  vtlltK  not  chufing  to  land  himlclf,  and  went 
ior^vnrd  to  J.^fnapatndru. 

The  DuLc  !i  were  about  this  time  preparing  to  lav 
f.crTC  to  St.  Tiioriias  ;  nicalures  to  which  they  were 
divert'. d  by  that  iPianvi's  being  fold  to  the  pagans  by 
t!:c  Pcrtugud'c. 

TKo  city  of  St.  Thomas,  othcrwile  called  Ca!an*.c- 
r.a,  and  by  the  natives  ^laliapor,  lies  upon  the  coail 
of  Coromandel:  it  is  one  of  th^;  handibmcil  towns 
in  all  the  eall,  whether  we  confider  it  with  rcfpeet  to 
tlic  n^.af:nir]eence  ot  its  buildina;*:,  or  the  number  and 
wcid'.h  of  its  inhabitants.     It :.-.  ior:iiied  wiih  a  lioni- 
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^rall,  and  feveral  baftions,  having  three  hundred  yil- 
h^es  and  towns  under  its  jurifdidion^  and  being  one 
of  the  moft  convenient,  harbours  in  all  the  Eaft 
Indies. 

From  Jafhapatnam  our  author  proceeded  to  Nem* 
patnam,  which  is  compounded  of  two  Malabar 
words,  fignifying  ferpent  and  city  4  and  is  fb  named 
from  ^  the  abundaoce  of  ferpents,  caUed  Cobro  Ca* 
pellos,  that  fwarm  hereabout.  It  lies  in  9^  45'  north 
latitude. 

It  appearing  neceflary  to  confirm  an  alliance  with 
ibme  of  the  neighbouring  princes  who  inhabit  the 
iea-coaft  of  Malabar ;  NieufaoiF  was  pitched  upon  by 
Mr.  James  Huftart,  chief  counfellor  of  the  Indies, 
for  that  department;  and  being  fupplied  with  cre- 
dentials, and  all  neceflary  inftruftbn,  he  fet  out  on 
the  2  ift  of  January,  1664,  for  the  city  of  Calcolang, 
attended  by  a  ferjeant,  an  interpreter,  and  fevenil 
Ibldiers. 

On  his  arrival  in  that  city,  notice  being  given  of  it 
to  the  king,  he  and  an  under  fador  of  the  £a(l  In- 
dia company,  whofe  name  was  Willing,  were  intro- 
duced to  the  royal  prcfence,  and  met  with  a  recep- 
tion both  reiped^l  and  fatisfadbory.  His  majefty  had 
the  chara6ter  of  an  honeft  Gncere  man ;  to  the  belief 
of  which  his  countenance  invited,  and  his  actions  con- 
firmed it.  The  principal  afiairs  of  this  kingdom 
were  managed  by  oneof  his  refidpors  ;  a  principal 
favourite,  who,  like  moft  other  miniftersof  Ibte,  ne- 
ver feparated  private  intereft  from  public  advantage, 
bur  upon  the  whole,  was  rather  fwayed  by  the  formt- r. 

From  this  place,  our  author  fet  out  to  vifit  the 
king  of  Porka,  whom  he  foliov/ed  to  his  country 
ieat,  about  ten  leagues  up  the  country,  which  was 
flat,  having  a  number  of  dykes  cut  through  it,  like 
the  province  of  Holland ;  the  land  on  each  fide  bear- 
ing crops  of  rice,  or  being  ornamented  with  ftaiely 
trees  r  and  here  being  no  high  roads,  moft  people 
rravelkd  by  water. 

The 
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The kkg^ WW jtebmUing  hispid  idUchwasM^ 
old  £eiiluontdfq;Mre  ftrafijuvct  wfieocai -dofrmta* 
vaft  number  (^4paitinem%  fookitRf  them  onumMntk 
ed  with  good  carved  work,  and  the  windows  hmag. 
either  twifiicd  caoes  or  tiaa4HnrencAeHft  of  xAotte 
pearl.  In  it  wenr  aSb  fomiK  rtxy  fine  .bad«ig.RmBi^' 
whkh  wcit  tofaftaibendQKl  by^  hfoafll  Ibost  •ftmft^.iraM 
wtorcof  were cvcntjr feet iit  kngtl^  uai  ktotAadi^ 
half  thick.  .   .  •    .  ,     ! 

After  he  had  delivered  his  credentials,  the  kiM^ 
who  fpoke  good  P^vtuguefe,  oidUfeiml  wide  hiimin 
private,  and  granted  every  thing,  that  he  demaadei  itf 
behalf  of  the  company,,  in  eonfifdeiacbn  of  ai  ftu»ei 
money  to  be  paid  him  at  a  certain  tkat.  His  nig^^ 
was  an  ab&lute ;  prince,^  independent  of  any  6thn« 
power ;  and  fb  ieverely  joft]  tliac  no  man:  in.hie  de» 
minions  darpd  be  guilty  dF  the  nnoft  trifling  thdb 
whatfoever*  He  was  well  made,  had  a  good  ihare 
of  natural  underftanding,  and  was  not  above  thirty 
years  old.  He  ^vas  mafter  of  above  five  hundred 
Imall  craft,  and  in  thefe  confided  his  principal 
ftrength. 

Our  author  having  fettled  the  company's  afiairs 
upon  a  good  footing,  and  fccured  their  trade,  by  con* 
eluding  treaties  with  fevcral  of  the  princes  upon  the 
coaft  of  Malabar,  fee  out  from  Coulang,  where  he 
had  chiefly  rcfided  more  than  two  years,  for  Toute- 
korin ;  there  to  fupply  the  place  of  the  compan/s 
chief  direftor,  who  was  ordered  to  Pcrfia  upon  very 
important  bufinefs. 

March  the  12  th,  our  author  embarked  for  that 
city,  where  he  arrived  on  the  1 8th,  having  been  har- 
raffed  by  contrary  winds.  He  ftaid  here  about  fix 
months,  and  was  then  remanded  back  to  Coulang, 
where  he  was  fuppofed  to  be  in  high  eftimation,  to 
rake  upon  him  once  again  the  government  of  the 
company's  trade  in  that  city ;  leaving  to  Mr.  Lau* 
fence  Piil,  the  care  of  their  intereft  at  Toutekorin. 

Tourekorin  is,  properly  fpcaking,  no  better  than 

the 
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the  chief  village,  there  being  fix  others  upon  the 
coaft  of  Madura.  It  is  a  beauciful  fea-port,  ficuated 
on  a  flat,  ornamented  with  fome  good  (lone  buildings^ 
among  which  are  three  Chriftian  churches,  a  convent 
of  Francifcans,  and  a  proteftant  chapel.  The  inha- 
bitants are  rather  Heathens  than  Chridians,  though 
they  ieem  very  attentive  to  the  performance  of  divine 
fervice^  of  which,  however,  they  underlland  but 
little.  They  are  ftrong  and  black,  decciiful,  cun- 
ning, and  amorous  i  paying  but  little  refped:  to  their 
wives,  and  keeping  generally  many  favourite  niiftref- 
fcs.  They  feed  upon  meat  and  rice,  diink  nothing 
but  water,  and  fubfiil  upon  pearl  Bfhing,  weaving^ 
and  painting  of  calicoes. 

The  captains  and  governors  of  thefe  fcvcn  villages, 
who  are  choien  annually,  fwear  Bdclity  to  tiiC  Dutch 
Eaft  India  company.  They  are  principally  under  the 
jurifdidbion  of  the  nayk  or  prince  of  Madura,  whofe 
couBtry  is  about  feventy-five  leagues  long,  and  thirty 
broad,  the  fea-coaft  being  full  of  pearl ;  the  land 
void  of  any  fort  of  verdure,  houfeleck  and  thillles 
excepted ;  nor  will  even  the  coco,  which  Iprings  up 
almolt  any  where,  flourifh  in  this  foil. 

The  country  is  full  of  noxious  and  venomous  creatures ; 
and  fo  fcarlefe  are  their  ferpcnts,  that  one  of  them  caft 
its  flcin  in  the  night  at  the  feet  of  our  author's  be  J.  In 
Odtober,  November,  and  December,  the  v/cllerly 
winds  are  peftiferouQy  hot  5  bearing  with  them  luch 
(howers  of  light  fand  from  the  mountains,  tliat  it  is 
dangerous  walking  in  the  fields,  for  fear  of  being 
fmothered  by  them. 

The  pearl-fifliery  lies  bctv/een  ti:e  coaft  of  Madura 
and  the  ifland  of  Ceylon.  Some  ot  the  banks  where- 
on  the  oyfters  are  laid,  are  fix  or  feyen  fathoms  under 
water,  and  double  that  difrance  from  the  (fcorc.  The 
pearl- banks  are  rather  rocks  of  v/hicc  coral:  the  oyfters, 
when  they  come  to  be  fix  years  old,  vomit  out 
their  pearls,  which  are  comequeriLly  loft.  Odober 
is  the    beft  feafon   to  fifh  v^^t   ihcm,    the   weather 
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being  then  calm,  and  the  fea  pretty  quiet.     The  di- 
vers are  covered  with  a  thin  waiftcoat,  having  gloves 
on  their  hands,  and  nets  tied  about  their  necks ;  into 
which  they  put  rhc  o\-ftcrs  they  pick  up  from  the 
rocks.   To  each  of  them  is  appended  a  ftone  of  about 
fifty  pounds  weight,  whereby  they  arc  carried  more 
I'wifrly  to  the  bottom  ;  and  this  ftone  is  drawn  up  as 
foon  as  they  give  the  fignal  of  their  having  touched 
the  ground :  they  then  go  to  work  as  faft  as  they  can, 
fcraping  the  (hells  wherewith  they  fill  their  nets  firom 
the  rocks.    Wheji  they  find  themfclves  unable  to  day 
any  longer  under  water,  upon  pulling  the  rope  which 
t'l's  them,  one  end  of  it  being  held  by  a  perfon  in  the 
boar,  they  are  immediately  drawn  up.     Thefe  boats, 
which  are  called  toniis,  together  with  their  crews  and 
divers,  are  hired  for  lb  much  a  day.     The  divers  and 
iidiermen  are  often  devoured  by  (harks ;  againfl:  which 
voracious  creatures  they  arm  themfelves  with  charms 
and  incantations,  notwithdanding  their  being  Chriftians. 
All  riur  oyitcrs  that  are  brought  on  (bore  are  laid  in 
a  lieaj)  lill  the  time  of  fifliing  is  over,  and  then  they 
an*  opcrncil  in  a  wootk-n  houle  erefted  for  that  pur- 
polf,  bttoic  a  f:\c\oT  belonging  to  the  company,  and 
Oil.-  of  the  na\  k's  ngcnrs.     It  often  happens,  that  the 
b:id  IhuH,  aiiiini?;  Irom  their  having  been  kept  too 
lonLS    co;un:uniLares   an    infeftious  dirtemper.      In 
fonic  llu'lls  arc  oiicn  found  no  pearls ;  in  others,  fix 
or  Tcvcn,  nay  fon^etiines  eighr.     They  are  brightened 
before  they  arj  fold,  by  rubbing  them  with  powdered 
rii-c  and  fjlt. 

(.Uir  auehor,  in  hi>  Journtry  to  Coulang,  cro(red  the 
B.^ii'/i:iic,  v/hich  i"?  a  dreadful  ridi^c  of  mountains, 
abow  a  hundred  k-agiies  longi  the  furface  of  the 
car:!i  being  of  d  blight  red,  Ciiufcs,  by  reflection, 
a  rr.oli  dre;iuii}j  a}'j^caranctr  in  the  Iky,  upon  a  fun- 

ll"!  1  •  .  1  •     ;  i    *  •  • 
Jill i  I  V      Wl  kfc •  • 

•  # 

A>  \.h'.rc  arc  no  inns  between  Tout:korin  and  Cou- 
Ln?,  wherein  iriYL-ilers  mav  reft  and  be  refre(hed, 
our  ;u:r!io;-  v..:s  cittendcu  by  fevcral  fbvc3,  who  car- 
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Kcd  provifiohs;  and  a  guard  of  foldiers  -,  to  which 
!aft  addition  to  his  train  he  was  obliged  for  prorec- 
tion  from  a  party  of  Malabar  robbers ;  who,  had  He 
not  thus  been  defended,  would  have  certainly  ftrip- 
iped  him  and  his  people :  for,  they  had  the  boldnefa 
to  feize  two  of  his  followers,  who  were  loaden  with 
Pcrfian  wines ;  however,  they  were  put  to  flight  upon 
perceiving  a  file  of  mulquctcers  ready  to  dilchargc 
upon  them. 

May  the  25th,  Mr.  NieuhofF  arrived  at  Coulang, 
'where  he  took  mcafores  for  fortifying  and  repairing 
the  city,  but  having  fome  difference  with  Mr.  Goens, 
Who  prefided  in  the  room  of  Jacob  Houftarr,  then 
SIC  Batavia,  he  was  ordered  to  the  city  of  Columbo  in 
the  ifle  of  Ceylon :  from  which  place,  having  ftaid 
there  about  a  year^  he  went  to  Batavia  on  the  20th  of 
Auguft,  1667,  where  he  remained  three  years  with- 
out being  at  all  engird  in  the  company's  lervice. 

December  the  1 7th,  1 670,  he  fet  fail  for  Holland 
in  an  Eaft  India  Ihip;  and  on  the  gth  of  July,  came 
to  an  anchor  in  the  Texel.  In  a  few  days  after,  our 
author  went  to  Amfterdam,  where  he  had  a  confe- 
rence with  count  Maurice  of  Naffau,  who  was  parti- 
cularly plealed  with  the  obfervations  that  he  had  madie 
in  his  various  voyages  and  travels ;  nor  were  the  di- 
rc6tors  of  the  Eaft  India  company  lefs  fatisfied  with 
his  behaviour  and  conduft.  In  token  of  their  appro- 
bation, they  a  third  time  appointed  him  one  of  their 
faftors  to  the  Eaft  Indies ;  in  which  ftation,  goinjr  on 
fhoreon  the  coaft  of  Madagafcar,  he  was  fuppolcd  to 
be  murdered  by  the  natives ;  as  he  was  never  heard  of 
more. 

We  (hall  now  proceed  to  give  his  account  of  t!ie 
idand  of  Java  in  general,  an4  the  city  of  Bat.ivia  ia 
particular ;  for  no  man  could  be  more  exift  in  his 
obfervations  during  his  ftay  upon  that  illand,  he  hav- 
ing lived  upon  it  three  years,  without  being  employ- 
ed by  the  Eaft  India  company,  as  is  b/fore  obfr.i  vcc!. 
His  remarks  not  only  aboun-l  with  matter  lu/fiji'.:>i: 
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to  entertain  and  inflruci  a  curious  and  incelligerit 
rciulcr ',  but,  upon  the  whole,  they  are  allowed  to  be 
the  belt  defcription  of  that  ifland,  both  for  truth  and 
cxactiKls,  that  has  been  hitherto  publifhed. 

'I'h^  iiland  of  great  Java  lies  fix  degrees  fouthwaid 
ot  tlic  line.  It  is  divided  from  Sumatra  by  the 
Ihvights  of  Sunda,  the  diftancc  between  them  not 
being  more  than  five  leagues.  Small  veflels  may  pafs 
conveniently  between  it  and  Borneo,  an  ifland  lying 
to  the  north.  It  is  leparated  on  the  eaft  from  the 
l.ciUr  Java,  othcrwilc  called  Baty,  by  the  channel  of 
Balanibuam  >  cai  the  fouth,  it  is  wafhed  by  the  main 
octMii.  It  is  i'uppoi'ed  to  be  near  one  hundred  and 
fiU'Cy  Icraf^ucs  long;  its  breadth  is  different  in  many 
places.  "On  the  north  coaft  of  Java,  are  feveral  good 
harbours,  commodious  creeks,  and  flourifliiag  towns, 
with  Ionic  fmall  illands  near  the  fliore. 

1  his  Itland  was  formerly  divided  into  feveral  petty 
kins^doms,  but  they  are  all  at  prefent  united  under 
liic  jurilUiclion  of  the  king  of  Bantam,  who  is  in 
potlciUon  of  tlic  wcllern  part  of  the  ifland,  and  the 
cir.^v.oiv^  i\LiL.irain,  who  governs  thceaftern,  and  by 
f.;r  tiic  bitter  [\irc  or  Great  Java,  whereof  he  is  filled 
cii^  .lor  by  the  Durch.  The  land  is  fertile  about  the 
li  .1  coatl ;  but  the  Europeans  have  as  yet  made  verj* 
liti'.v*  pro^rrels  in  the  counrry,  the  ingrefs  whereof  is 
lu'.  Lvd  by  foreils  th.it  are  impLiiV^ibh',  and  the  moun- 
:  .ii^.s  t?:at  wrap  th.eir  hoary  he:: Js  in  clouds.  They 
li.ue  piet.iy  of  rice  and  fait,  with  ^ood  hogs,  oxen, 
ir.\-.\  fuh  arxi  ro".vL  both  wild  and  tame.  The 
\\ov\U  .ire  iniViLtvi  \\i:!i  tvccr^,  rii.r.o^'erorcs,  and  va- 
!:.^"N  <\'..*;-  '.>  ■^  «  :'  wii^i  ',^.aih ;  ar./i  crocodiles  lurk 
;  •  .:!  =  \l  .V:  L...  .  .\:>.  a  >.cre  iirj  ::u  vegetable  pro- 
i.i.  L  o  '^  :  :.■.:. ..i  :.>  ".ii-r  i^*:'.  or  MaL:".:r,  which  are  not 
!^tu>  ^  \  '.  -..v.  r^'.v  <.un,a::^N  are  rrore  remperate  and 
NY  :v^*..  "..■  ;  .  \  v."  -■.  vi  *.v  ':  V. :r..:.>  oiowins  all  th^ 
vear  .:!o-i; :  A  ...k  .  .    »»  i.K  l.^v  *.  v*  .M.r.mon  land  aiNi 
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The  coaft  is  very  dangerous  in  the  month  of  De- 
cember, on  account  of  the  violence  of  the  wcftern 
winds  :  but  the  fky  is  generally  fercne  from  May  to 
November;  when  it  begins  to  overcafc,  and  rains 
/ometimes  fo  vehemently  for  tJiree  or  four  days  toge- 
ther, that  all  the  low  countries  are  laid  under  water. 
Yet,  one  convcniency  attends  that  mundation,  that 
of  carrying  off  numberlefs  broods  of  infers,  which 
would  otherwife  prove  dcftruftivc  to  their  fruit. 

The  natives  of  Java  are  proud,  barbarous,  cheats 
and  Ibrs  :  they  have  flat  faces,,  of  a  brown  hue,  with 
little  eyes,  like  the  antient  Chinefc,  from  whom  they 
boail  themfelves  ddcended  •,  large  eye- brows,  with 
big  cheeks,  and  thin  hair.  The  men  arc  ftrong-limbed 
*nd  robuft ;  wearing  a  piece  of  calicoc  wrapped  feveral 
times  round  their  bodies,  which,  among  the  better  fort, 
is  flowered  with  gold.  The  religion  of  the  Javanefe, 
-who  live  near  the  fea-fide,  has  been  that  of  Mahomet 
for  near  two  centuries  :  the  reft  of  the  natives  are  pa- 
gans, and  they  are  all  indulged  in  the  liberty  of  hav- 
ing two  or  three  wives,  bcfide  as  many  concubines  as 
they  can  keep. 

Batavia  was  fortnerly  no  more  than  an  open  village, 
inhabited  by  pagans,  and  furroundcd  by  a  paliifado 
of  bamboes  •,  but  fince  the  Dutch  have  eftabliihed  a 
fettlemcnt  here,  it  is  faid  to  be  one  of  the  fined  cities 
in  the  Eaft  Indies.  The  Chinefe  and  Javanefe  call  it 
Kalakka,  from  a  fort  of  cocoa  fruit,  which  abounds 
in  its  neighbourhood :  it  lies  in  5^  50'  fouth  latitude, 
having  to  the  fouthward  a  fenny  foil,  and  being  bound- 
ed to  the  nonhward  by  woods  and  mountains  :  it  is 
watered  by  a  beautiful  river,  that  takes  its  rife  in  a 
neighbouring  mountain ;  and  after  wandering  through 
a  thoufand  little  meanders,  collects  itfelf  into  a  body 
before  it  enters  the  city  of  Batavia,  where  it  emptied 
iticlf  into  the  fea.    . 

Batavia  is  of  a  quadrangular  figure,  fortified  with  a 
(lone  wall,  having  twenty-two  baltions  and  four  great 
gates  \  two  whereof  are  extreamly  magnificent,  be-^ 
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On  the  brink  of  the  river  (land  two  flaiighter- 
boufes,  fupported  by  wooden  piles  ;  by  which  means 
the  ofFal  of  the  beads  that  are  killed  are  eafily  dif- 
poied  of  in  the  river :  here  they  kill  twice  a  week, 
and  every  butcher  has  a  particular  ftall,  in  which  he 
kills  his  meat,  being  obliged  to  pay  a  tenth  penny  of 
excife  for  every  beaft,  according  to  the  value  put 
upon  it  by  the  farmer :  beef  and  pork,  in  our  au- 
thor's time,  fold  at  four  pence  a  pound,  and  mutton 
much  dearer.  Oppofite  to  the  town-houfe,  in  the 
&me  fquare,  is  a  (trudture  divided  into  (hops,  which 
ire  occupied  by  the  Chinefe,  at  the  rate  of  three 
crowns  a  month  for  each  (hop ;  in  thefe  they  fell  all 
forts  of  cloths  ready  made,  and  (lufFs  and  calicoes. 

The  Chinefe  hofpital  is  a  neat  brick  building, 
maintained  by  a  tax  laid  upon  marriages,  burials, 
and  public  (hews,  as  well  as  the  voluntary  contribu- 
tions of  Chinc(e  merchants.  There  is  alfo  in  the  fame 
ftreet  a  foundling  hofpital,  and  a  litt^  farther  off  a 
ftruAure,  in  which  all  the  artifans  in  the  company's 
lervice  are  lodged. 

"The  fi(h-market  of  Batavia  Hands  on  the  weft-(idc 
of  tifc  river ;  fupported  by  ttrong  wooden  piles,  co- 
vered with  pantiles.  About  the  middle  of  it  is  the 
dwelling-place  of  a  certain  officer,  who  (lops  all  fifti- 
ing-boats,  and  immediately  obliges  them  to  fell  their 
cargo  by  public  cant  to  the  faireft  bidder.  The  pur- 
chafers  are  Chinefe,  who  pay  the  officer  two-pcnce  in 
the  crown  for  every  bargain  he  makes ;  and  they  have 
their  different  ftalls,  at  the  rate  of  two  rials  a  month. 
This  market  is  kept  open  from  ten  in  the  morning 
till  four  in  the  afternoon  :  the  fifh-mongers,  at  other 
hours,  are  to  be  found  behind  the  flefli-market  on  the 
river  fide.  From  four  in  the  morning  till  late  at  night, 
there  is  fcarcely  any  paffing,  the  crowds  are  fo  very 
great  through  the  fruit  marker,  which  is  (locked  with 
all  forts  of  herbs,  fruits,  &c.  by  the  Chinefe  and  ne- 
groes, who  are  obliged  to  pay  the  hundredth  penny 
excife. 
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A  printlng-houfc  was  eftablifhed  in  the  year  1667, 
which  has  met  wiLh  crood  encourageiTient. 

In  the  cafllf,  which  is  a  quadrangle  lying  upon  a 
flar,  are  aparcments  for  all  the  members  of  the  coun- 
cil of  the  Indies,  as  well  as  for  moft  of  the  company's 
fervants  •,  fuch  as  ihe  general  book-keeper,  the  fecre- 
tary  of  th?  frrcat  council,  &c.  hut  the  palace  of  the 
governor,  which  is  within  the  walis  of  the  caftle,  is 
extreamly  magnifuejit.  It  is  a  brick  edifice,  exceed- 
ing in  hcioht  all  the  other  buildings  in  this  city  j  and 
an  iron  fhip,  ciirioufly  wrought,  which  crowns  the 
turret  inftead  of  a  weather-cock,  may  befecn  a  ^eat 
way  at  fea.  The  grea-  hall  is  ornamenxed  with  bright 
polilbed  armour,  bt fides  enfigns,  flags,  and  other 
fpoils,  taken  from  rhcir  enemies  by  the  Dutch,  in 
feveral  engagements :  it  is  here  tl^at  the  governor 
hears  and  redi^'iTe;^  complaints,  and  generally  attends 
at  prayers,  v/hicli  r.re  fiiid  every  niglir. 

The  gGvernT.ciir  oi'  liatavia  is  fettled  upon  the 
fr.n.c  bilis  as  thr.:  of  Holland,  being  regulated  by  (ix 
collc/L-s  or  councils ;  in  the  firfl:  of  which  all  matters 
cf  ibite  ae  tr^:ifa6.ed  under  recon;nizance  of  the  mem- 
bers  of  tlie  council  of  the  Indies,  over  whom  the  go- 
vernor-general of  the  Tr.dies  prefidcs.  In  the  fecond 
council  all  matters  relatin->;  to  the  public  revenue,  cuf- 
tOiTir,  and  the  treafury,  are  debated  and  decided.  The 
thirdcour.wil  confifts  of  the  aldermen  and  fenators;  and 
herein  are  derermii^td  ail  difj^utes  arifing  between  pri- 
vate citizen';  and  the  company's  fervants.  This  col- 
lege alio  r  il:cs  cc;rnizance  of  the  regulations  of  pu- 
h]:r  huilJini-'J  \  and  the  chief  juftire  has  herein  a  de- 
Ciiive  fentence  in  criminrd  cnufes.  The  fourth  coun-? 
n\  con/i.''..o  of  overlVers  of  the  orphan  hofpital.  In 
th  •  fil'rh  cr.-:ncil  yrelidcs  a  me:nber  of  the  council 
o'-'  ')'.  fri.r,  v.'iio  l-c/,^'l*s  marriages,  granting  none  to 
r  •:  u:;'.;lt  iventy-cr.e  years,  nor  to  women  under 
f.-:;-:::.jn  ;  ntiihc-r  permitting  marriages  between 
riv;*;I'c::^:is  ard  i-^aj^ans,  or  Mahometans ;  nor  allow- 
r  J  1  iolhirAi*  rs  to  wed  wiih  natives  who  cannot  fpeak 
J>:i:c!v  All  nucrers  relative  to  the  foldiery  and  mi- 
litia 
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litia  arc  determined  in  the  fixth  council  of  Batavia, 
which  is  called  the  council  of  war. 

The  ecclefiaftical  government  of  this  city  is  ma- 
naged by  miniftcrs,  church-wardens,  and  overfeers  of 
the  parifli. 

There  are  forts  eredled  all  round  the  city,  though 
at  (bme  diftance,  to  proteft  the  inhabitants  of  the 
plain  from  their  neighbouring  barbarians  5  who,  be- 
fore thefe  were  erefted,  ufed  often  to  come  down  and 
piunder  their  plantations. 

Belide  the  foot-garrifon,  there  is  a  troop  of  horfe 
maintained  at  the  company's  expence,  as  a  guard  to 
the  general.  Thefe  have  great  privileges,  and  make 
a  very  handfomc  appearance  on  Sundays. 

The  inhabitants  of  Batavia  are  a  compound  of  di- 
vers nations,  among  whom  the  Dutch  are  the  mod 
powerful  and  wealthy.  Next  to  thefe  are  the  Chi- 
ncfe,  who  are  perhaps  the  moft  ingenious  cheats  in 
tlic  world.  They  farm  excifes  and  cuftonrts,  and  have 
a  finger  in  every  thing  from  whence  they  can  derive 
profit,  They  live  under  a  governor  of  their  own, 
and  dLfcfs  in  a  filk  or  calicoe  coat,  with  wide  flecves, 
^  they  do  in  China,  with  their  hair  long  and  neatly 
twifted ;  for  here  they  pay  no  refpeft  ro  the  Tarta- 
rian ediAs,  which  in  China  oblige  the  natives  to  cut 
all  their  hair  off,  excepting  one  lock.  The  Malayans 
are  ncict  io  riches  and  trade  to  the  Chinefe :  they  alfo 
Jirc  tinder  a  governor  of  their  own  ;  their  houfes  be- 
ing covered  with  leaves,  and  planted  round  with  coco- 
trees.  They  wear  light  filks  and  calicoes,  and  are 
continually  chewing  betel,  or  fucking  tobacco, 
through  lackered  fugar.-canes.  In  one  part  of  the 
foburbs  live  many  natives  of  Amboyna,  in  houfes 
made  of  wooden  planks,  not  very  low,  and  indiffe- 
rently carved-  Their  women  wrap  a  piece  of  calicoe 
round  their  bodies,  and  another  round  their  ihoulders, 
leaving  their  arms  bare.  The  natives  of  Amboyna 
are  ill-looking,  daring,  and  quarrelfome ;  they  have 
long  blacl;  hair,  and  are  armed  with  fcymitars  and 
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fhiclds  of  an  oval  figure  -,  they  arc  moft  of  them  car^ 
pentcrs,  and  reckoned  very  dextrous  in  their  way. 

The  houfes  of  the  Javancfc  are  builc  of  bamboc- 
canc :  they  maintain  themfeivcs  by  hufbandry,  plant- 
ing of  rice,  building  of  boars,  and  filhing  :  their  boats 
arc  cxtrcamly  fwiit,  jiqrncd  up  in  the  manner  ot 
horns  i  and  for  their  expedition,  called  Flying-boats. 

Tlic  country  all  about  may  be  laid  under  water  by 
fluices  upon  occafion  ;  and  its  fertility  appears  by  its 
flourifhing  rice  and  fugar-iields,  as  well  as  its  blooming 
gardens  and  i'ragrai:t  orchards. 

Ail  Ibrts  of  vegetables  natural  to  Holland,  Perfia^ 
and  Surat^  thrive  extrcamly  well  at  Java  ;  with  many 
other  kinds  natural  to  the  foil :  a  review  of  all  which 
\v9uld  be  too  tedious. 

At  Batavia  you  fee  often  large  icprpions,  of  ai 
quarter  of  a  yard  long ;  but  thoie  of  a  lefler  fizc  are 
fo  frequent,  th«t  you  can  fcarcc  move  a  itool,  bench, 
(he'll,  looking-glats,  or  pidure,  without  being  in 
clan^jcr  cit  being  Hung  by  ihcm,  unlefs  you  be  very 
rarciul  to  avoid  tlieni.  The  fmall  ones  are  about  a 
finger's  lengih,  compofcd  of  many  joints,  of  the 
tl.ivknels  of  a  gooic-quiil :  they  are  yellow,  fpeckled 
\v".th  brown  llrciiks :  before,  ihey  have  two  claws 
wi:h  :wo  Iliarp  pincers  j  their  tail  is  long,  and  lies 
rurncj  upon  the  back,  at  the  end  of  which  is  the 
ffin;^,  wKrcwith  they  poifon  fuch  as  they  touch. 
They  l.ave  eight  long  legs,  not  unlike  thofe.of  a 
civ.y-fiih.  I'hc  Uirg  of  a  fcorpion  is  accounted  mor- 
tal, uiikls  {prevented  in  a  little  time-,  though  fomc 
are  of  opinion,  that  the  fcorpions  in  the  Indies  arc 
r.otfo  venemous  as  thofe  of  Italy  and  Spain.  A  fcor- 
j'ion  bruifed  to  death,  or  llifled  in  oil,  and  applied  to 
ihe  wound,  draws  out  the  poifon.  They  fay  that  a 
radilh  lliced,  and  laid  upon  a  fcorpion,  kills  him  in 
a  minute.  They  have  alio  another  ftory,  viz.  that 
the  fcorpion  is  fometimes  fo  peftered  with  pifmires, 
that  he  lUngs  himfclf  to  death  in  the  head  with  his 
tail  i  and  10  becomes  a  prey  to  tlie  pifmircs. 

About 
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About  Batavia  you  find  a  kind  of  locufts  of  a  fin- 
ger's length,  but  no  thicker  than  a  pen  or  goofe*- 
quill,  diftinguifhed  by  divers  joints  :  they  walk  upon 
fix  feet,  and  have  two  fnudl  horns.  The  locufts  here 
are  however  of  divers  kinds  5  fome  are  yellow  on  the 
belly,  and  brown  wings,  and  two  horns  on  the  head : 
they  can  leap  a  great  way,  and  (iy  together  in  great 
numbers.  There  is  another  fort  of  the  fame  fhape, 
but  green,  and  of  a  finger's .  length.  T^hefe  come 
iometimes  in  fuch  prodigious  ifwarms,  that  they 
darken  the  fky  as  they  pais,  and  devour  all  in  thofe 
pans  wherever  they  fettle. 

Of  ants  or  pifmires,  there  are  in  Java,  and  through- 
out all  the  Indies,  prodigious  quantities  of  divers 
forts.  Some  of  them  are  above  a  finger  in  length, 
of  a  ruddy  colour  inclining  to  black ;  fome  with, 
others  without  wings.  They  are  very  pernicious  to 
th^  fruits  of  the  earth  *,  and,  even  in  their  houfes, 
fcarce  any  thing  can  be  preferved  againll  them  with- 
out a  great  deal  of  care. 

There  are  many  forts  of  fpiders  in  the  Indies,  and 
of  very  diflferent  fizes :  fome  are  above  four  inches 
long,  and  have  very  thick  legs ;  others  have  eight 
feet,  a  thick  fpeckled  body,  and  round  head,  with 
brown  eyes :  thcfe  have  two  teeth  bent  like  hooks, 
wherewith  they  bite  fiercely.  Our  author  has  feen 
^Qothpicks  th^t  have  been  made  of  their  teeth. 


THE 


f  * 


,  • 


'-rf.W- 

i  > 

■   -    t 'i/i   f ' 

" 

Hai-  --' 

* 

-                •        t 

-::,: 

• 

'   0*-  >■  'i*' 

• 

■-       « 

**..  .... 

-    1 

• 

I' 

* 

• 

1     > 

•  *    .  ■      .     ■  •  . 

• 

■        ■■ .  . 

■ 
• 

^ .. ■ «  *  - 

.   Mft. 

,G    R-O 

i 

■   P             W     .    «■*-' 

1           .«-• 

■  ■    '     '     .    .             * 

n 

• 

f 

■TO     T»l,j;   .  .,^     ..  ..-..  ^ 

1         ■       *  "  1.     ■         •  ••  1 


4*  »m  ...■*.■■ 


«^-- 


HOWEVER  remote  the  Eaft  ifldi»  maf  be, 
the  voyage  thither  is  ib  often  undertaken  now 
by  the  ihips  of  the  feveral  trading  companies  of  Eu- 
rope ;  that  few  occurrences  in  (b  ratiiliar  a  navigation 
offer  to  engage  the  attention  of  a  curkrus  readier. 
Hence  voyages  thither  are  feldom  now  pub]i(hed } 
that  of  Mr.  Grofe  at  prefent  under  confideration  will 
ncverthelefs  not  only  givean  idea  of  the  prefent  natuft 
of  Eaft  India  voyages,  but  is  fartherdeferving  attention, 
as  containing  likewife  a  defcriptton  of  our  fttdenicnts 
there,  by  an  eye  witnefs. 

Mr.  Grofe,  having  entered  into  the  fervice  of  the 
Eaft  India  company  in  the  chara&er  of  a  writer,  em- 
barked on  board  the  Lord  Anfon,  captain  Fowlis, 
one  of  the  company's  Ihips,  bound  for  Bombay  and 
China,  in  March,  1750;  and  the  fame  month  failed 
out  of  the  Downs.  He  had  a  very  profperous  voyage 
of  four  months,  without  any  material  occurrences 
until  the  (hip  arrived  at  Johanna,  one  of  the  Comro 
iflands,  which  are  (ituated  near  the  coaft  of  Africa, 
not  far  from  the  iOand  of  Madagafcar.  - 

On  approaching  this  beautiful  ifland,  after  beii^ 

feveral 
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fevcral  months  at  fea,  it  is  impofliblc  to  avoid  being 
delighted  with  its  appearance.  High  hills  covered 
with  trees  flope  down  to  the  fca,  forming  a  beautiful 
valley  ;  and  the  whole  fcene,  at  a  diftance  from  the 
ftiore,  affords  a  landfcape,  that  has  a  romantic  wild* 
ncfs,  which  exceeds  all  the  works  of  art. 

The  fliip  came  to  an  anchor  on  the  28th  of  July  | 
jmd  was  immediately  furrounded  with  canoes  bring- 
ing rcfrefhments  from  the  (hore,  each  ftriving  to  get 
firil  to  their  market,  the  (hip.  Moft  of  thefe  canoes 
were  balanced  on  each  fide  with  out-leagers,  formed 
of  two  poles  each,  with  one  acrofs,  to  prevent  their 
ovcr-fetting.  The  large  veffels,  called  Panguays,  arc 
raifed  fome  feet  on  the  fides  with  branches  of  trees 
and  reeds,  bound  together  with  fmall  cord  -,  and 
made  water-proof,  by  being  plaiftered  over  with  a 
rcfmous  fubftance.  Few  have  more  than  one  maft, 
which  carries  a  fail  or  two,  made  either  of  Iheer-grals, 
or  cocoa-nut  leaves  matted  together. 

The  Comro  iflands  take  their  name  ftem  Comro, 
the  largell  of  them :  thefe  arc  five  in  number,  the 
other  four  being  Mayotta,  Mohilla,  Anganzeja,  and 
Johunni,  whicn  laft  lies  in  the  latitude  of  12^  15' 
fou:h  i  they  arc  all  oppofite  the  African  ihorc,  bc- 
tv/eer  which  and  Madagafcar  is  formed  what  is  called 
the  Mozambique  channel,  from  Mozambique,  a  fmall 
ifland  belonging  to  the  Ponuguefe,  in  which  they 
have  a  confiderable  fettlement.  Comro,  the  largeft 
of  them  all,  is  unfrequented  by  any  of  the  Europeans, 
it  having  no  fafe  harbour,  and  the  people  being  averie 
to  any  commerce  with  ftrangers  -,  to  which  the  bad 
treatment  they  ufed  to  receive  from  tite  Portuguefe  in 
the  early  navigation  of  thofe  feas,  who  took  great 
advantage  of  the  fimplicity  of  the  inhabitants,  might 
not  a  little  contribute  :  three  of  the  other  iflands  arc 
alfo  little  reforted  to,  on  account  of  the  fuperior  ad- 
vantages of  Johanna. 

On  a  fhip*s  cottiing  to  an  anchor  in  the  road,  it  i% 
iifual  to  pitch  a  tent  on  the  Ihore,  for  the  reception 

of 
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and  in  a  tow  days  entered  upon  the  dlicharge  o£  his 
otRce,  as  one  of  the  clerks  of  the  faaory. 

Bombay  is  an  illond  iituated  in  iS^  41'  north  lati- 
tude, on  the  coall  of  the  hicher  p?n':nfula  of  India, 
by  the  province  of  Decan ;  the  high  mountains  of 
which  are  full  in  view.  This,  -siii-  the  winding  rf 
other  illands  done;  the  ccn::n-ni.  z:r:rjs  a  mod  com- 
tnodious  bay,  capable  ot  car.:iiiiing  z^y  number  of 
(hips.  It  is  admirably  firuartd  for  int  csnter  of  com- 
incrce,  with  relpedl  to  the  coafc  af  IJalabar,  the 
Perfun  gulph,  and  the  lahoie  trade  or"  that  fide  of 
the  great  peninfula  of  India,  and  tnf  Donhern  parts 
adjoining  to  it.  This  iuand  if  witnir.  tae  tropics; 
but  the  weather,  in  the  hotted  leaibr*.  ir  rr.oieratcd  by 
the  land  and  fca  breezes;  for  ihsrt  art  ve-r  ft  a-  calms, 
and  ttlofe  of  a  fiiort  duraiiar  ;  an::  tnirz  the  fultn' 
heat  may  be  rendered  lupr»ci-:anit-  ry  keeping  in  the 
{hade,  avoiding  violen:  tzy^r.  r,  i-n::  u";nz  a  lijrhc 
diet :  but  every  on:  in.uiu  z:-^-  r:*  rrsLrsr  care  to 
avoid  exnofinc  ^-'^r.:*::-  —  ::il'  r:.^-:  c-i^ws^  vhich  arc 
^xtreaml-  i"--  r"*"'-*  "-*■  - -- - -^  -."t  nnr-iliv  di- 
vidc('  i^r  — '-  "•  -.  '-  '•.:,  --"-  ::*:  riiny, 
r- inr    V  ■.-•»•  ■-*.    v-..^.:    i^.:;;  t^cr.:  rronchs; 

rinil  iT--  'i  ■-■  .  "■  -■}  :.r.:\ri-/rs  ub y^z  r:--,  with 
fp.^-  ..ir  I '•  -  :>  -  r^.r  v."L'«'i'.''r.  Tr.^  -:?::":?  in 
r  '  -•  -■ '-  ■■  V  "-■jr.Iy  'j!iv;:l\I  in  tv  1  r::^lent 
I-""-  *-     •    .-^A.'.;   ci':C  ciL-|.»h\:iia  i  a  r.j..r.r  -r.ich 

.  — 1-.  .     ...ves,  in  the  A:i.itir  ftyk-,  iVi.t:  i  rom- 
-■  :.    -       :?  :':'c-*  with  iWm  or"  i/.c  clrphin:.     This 
..=«.  .*.£;  rrrliiuc  to  the  rciVi-Ihirc?:  rr.js:  f^!io\v.s 
.'..    j.r.s  moderating  the  cxcefil.c  i\.z:,  -.vhich 
.. .     :  .:^  height. 

.N.  ^v.vcrnrrcnt  of  the   ifiar.d  is   fubordinate  to 

.V  .  .tutors  of  the  Englifh    Eall   India   company, 

..  V  ."^  .o:rmiflion  appoint  a  prcfidcnt,  to  whom  they 

^v»  i  wxjuncil  of  nine  perfons;    but  all  of  them  are 

^.^  vMi  or  never  on  the  fpot,  being  employed  as  chiefs 

^  UW  feveral  faftorics  fubordinate  to  the  prefident. 

Bombay  are   Ibch  as  enjoy  pofts  of  the 

aft;   fuch  as  the  accountant,    the  warc- 

hGu!«- 
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ia  the  marfhy  places  of  the  ifland.  The  common 
people  have  no  other  cloathing,  but  a  coarfe  wrapper 
round  their  loins,  and  a  ikuU-cap  of  any  fort  of  IhifF. 
Thofe  of  a  fuperior  rankJuve  long  drawers,  a  wid« 
ileeved  kind  of  a  Ihirt  that  hangs  over  them,  and  a 
waiftcoat  ^  but  few  wear  turbans,  except  thofe  of  great 
quality.  The  women  wear  a  Ihort  jacket  and  petti- 
coat, a  kind  of  loofe  gown  and  a  veil.  They  ufually 
adorn  their  arms  and  wrifts  with  a  number  of  brace- 
lets of  glafe,  iron,  copper,  filver,  or  pewter,  according 
to  their  circumftances.  The  fmall  of  their  legs, 
their  fingers  and  toes,  have  likewife  chains  and  rings ; 
and  their  ears  are  weighed  down  and  gready  dilated 
with  mock  jewels,  and  ornaments  of  metal.  They 
ufually  carry  large  knives,  or  poniards,  which  are 
iluck  in  a  fafh  they  wear  round  their  waifts  i  they  have 
commonly  wrought  wooden  handles,  but  fome  are  of 
agate  or  filver. 

The  people  chiefly  fubfifl:  on  vegetables  and  milk, 
which  they  have  in  great  plenty  and  perfection  ;  eat- 
ing with  their  fallads  a  kind  of  fyrrup  refembling 
treacle,  prepared  from  the  juice  yielded  by  the  cocoa- 
tree  on  incifion.  Their  language  is  a  corrupt  Arabic, 
mixed  with  the  Zanguebar  tongue.  Their  manners 
fiill  retain  much  of  the  fimplicitv  of  uncultivated 
nature ;  but  the  richnefs  of  the  foil  renders  them  in- 
dolent. Their  religion  is  a  mixture  of  Mahometifm, 
and  other  grofs  fuperftitions.  They  often  divorce 
their  wives  on  flight  pretences :  they  have  generally 
two  or  three  of  them,  and  as  many  concubines  as 
they  can  maintain.  They  are  very  forward  to  beg 
any  thing  they  like  ;  but  are  not  inclined  to  thieving. 
They  have  a  great  jealoufy  of  mod  European  na- 
tions, particularly  the  Portuguefe  i  but  treat  the  £ng- 
lifli  with  much  cordiality. 

On  the  4th  of  Augufk  they  weighed  anchor,  con- 
tinued their  voyage,  and  without  meeting  with  any 
thing  material  in  their  paflage,  arrived  on  tlie  aStli 
of  the  fame  Aiomh  at  Bombay ;  where  our  author 
was  received  with  great  politencfs  by  the  governor. 
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and  kt  ft  £di7  dm  entieml'  iipoadifedifclMgci  of  Mi 
iriffioe^  as  one  of  the  derka  w  tbr £uftory« -:  . 
•  fiortfeay'-is  an  ifland  finiaced  in  18^  4^  northlad^ 
tiade,  00  die  Coaft  of  the  hidMr  peninfuk  of  imik^ 
Ibgr'the  ptovinoe  of  Decan ;  the  nigh  moixiittku  if 
^t^hkh  fire  liaH  in  view.  This,  viiA  the  winding  Jot 
^liher  iflands  sdbng  ^  condneiit,  £irmi  a  moftfiOBfi- 
Qiediout  h$Y^  oipable  of  containing  any  imiaBlier  ii 
ftips.  ft  'is  admirably  ficuaied  for  the  center  of  (iabir 
«ierce/  ynth  leiQpeft  to  the  cpttft  of  Mabtiar^  tbe 
£erfian  gulph,  and  the  ^vhofe  ttiiic^ '  An  Sicjci 
€he  jf^ieat  penkfula  of  ^diiy  iond  the  .nott^iiCEn  fub 
«^ining  <o  jr.  This  ifland  is  witiiin  .the  trapics ; 
iratthefFeafher,  in  the hooceft  ftalbo, dsmoderattdJby 
the  land  and  &a*bineze8$  «for  there  ait  very  few  tttmi, 
and  tltofe  of  a  ihoft  duration  ;  and  then. the iidtry 
lieat  may  be  rendered  fuppocuble,  by  keepingfin  die 
ihade,  avoiding  violent  exercife,  and  ufing  a  light 
^diet :  but  every  one  (hould  take  the  greaceft  care  to 
avoid  expofing  himfelf  to  the  night  dews,  which  aie 
<extreamly  dangerous.  The  feafons  are  generally  di- 
vided into  throe,  the  cool,  the  hot,  and  the  rainy ; 
or  into  tbe  dry  weather,  which  lads  eight  months  \ 
and  into  the  wet,  which  continues  about  four,  with 
ihort  intermiflions  of  fair  weather.  The  fetting  in 
of  the  rains  is  commonly  ufhered  in  by  a  violent 
thunder  florm,  called  the  elephama ;  a  name  which 
it  probably  receives,  in  the  Afiatic  ftyle,  from  aoom- 
parifixi  of  its  force  with  that  of  the  elephant.'  This 
is  a  pleafing  prelude  to  the  refirelhment  that  &llows, 
/rom  the  rains  moderating  the  exceHTive  heat,  which 
is  then  at  its  height. 

The  government  of  the  ifland  is  fubordinate  to 
the  d'ut^ors  of  the  Englifh  Eaft  India  company, 
who  by  commiflion  appoint  a  prefident,  tx>  whom  they 
join  a  council  of  nine  pcrfons ;  but  all  of  them  are 
feldom  or  never  on  the  fpot,  being  employed  as  cfaiefe 
of  the^veral  faftories  fubordinate  to  the  prefident. 
Thofe  at  Bombay  ire*  fudi  as  ei^oy  po(b  of  die 
greateft  truft;  fuch  as  ^e  accoutttiQt^  the  ^Mre- 
4  .  houfo- 


THE  EAST  INDIES>  479 

lK>ufe-keq)er,  the  land  pajr-maftcT)  and  ocfacr 
officers  for  craola&ing  the  con^>any!8  «fiairs. 
Thefe  are  generally  fuch  as  have  rifen  byjdegrees 
tmm  the  ftatioo  of  writers,  and  take  place  according 
CO  feniority.  The  pfcfideot  and  the  members  on  the 
^t  contlitute  a  regular  council,  in  which  every  thing 
is  determined  by  a  plurality  of  .votes :  yet  the  influ- 
•ence  o[  the  piefident  is  generally  fo  great,  that  every 
Ching  is  carried  according  to  his  dictates  ;  for  fhoald 
any  of  the  council  oppofe  him,  he  can  make  their 
fituation  fb  uneafy,  as  to  oblige  them  to  quit  the 
fervice,  and  repaur  home. 

The  military  and  marine  force  arc  frore  immedi- 
ately under  the  direction  of  the  prelident ;  who  has 
the  tide  of  General  and  Commander  ;n  Chief.  The 
common  foldiers  are  chiefly  thofe  whom  the  company 
fend  in  their  ihips :  deferters  firom  the  feveral  nations 
fettled  in  India,  as  Portugucfe,  Dutch  and  French, 
which  laft  arc  ufually  called  Reynoh  *,  and  iaftly  To- 
pazes, who  are  mcHly  black,  or  of  a .  mixed  brec^I 
from  the  Portuguefe.  Thefe  are  formed  into  compa- 
nies, under  Engiiih  ofiicers.  In  this  Service  may  z\h 
be  included  regular  companies  formed  of  the  natives: 
thefe  foldiers  are  called  ^poys  :  rhey  ufe  muflcets  ; 
but  are  chiefly  armed  in  the  country  nr:anner,  wirfi 
fword  and  target,  and  v/ear  the  Indian  drcii^,  clic  tur- 
ban, ve(t,  and  long  drawers. 

Nothing  has  contributed  more  to  render  this  idand 
populous,  than  the  mildnefs  of  the  government,  and 
the  toleration  of  all  relictions  ;  which  i^  (b  univer(a], 
that  the  Roman  Catholic  cliurciies,  the  Mahometan 
moiques,  the  Gentoo  pagodas,  ar.d  th*z  worfhip  of 
she  Pariees,  are  all  equally  tokfratcd.  1  hey  have  all 
the  free  exercifc  of  their  religious  rites  and  ccremo* 
nies,  without  either  the  Knglifli  interfering,  or  their 
clafliing  with  each  other.  1  hii  toleration  forms  an 
amiable  and  a  very  advantageous  contrail  to  the  rigours 
of  the  inquilition  exercifed  inthe  neif/hbouring  terri- 
tories of  the  Portuguele ;  whofe  unchriiliun  zeal  has 
rendei^d  them  odious,  and  was  one  of  the  principal 

rcaibns 
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ra|foai«£  '^hdr.beiag  ^vm6\ja:9i  ^tm^gxMiApui 
,;iDfcjtficir  ornqpcto tJiCTfe  by  thii'llwirwii  whoutm 

;  ,;riie.caAk  isui  fcgpikr  qiudni^,  wel  built  %i^ 
fli^QQg.  baei  fi^  Jnxaac  tiAtS  the  htftioM'i*  '$: 
Iwcgn  ciftern^  that  cdntauiis  a  great:  qoMBty  of  Myi- 

.  watec.  The  xqwd  isfurrMnded-witii  a  wall,  aid  a 
dicchf  that  can  be  filled  at  jpfaeafuit  bf  letthag  M  die 
ftSL,    This  renders  itone  or  the  fooogeft  placea  &k^ 

Jeft  to  the  company :  iikewle  at  proper  parts  roaad 
che  ifland,  are  dkpofed  little  out-rorctiana  redottbtti 
but  none  of  them  are  capable^  of  making  a  long  de^ 

•  jtenee* 

There}  is  but  one  Eng^tih  church  at  Bombay^  ifrbUk 
is  .a  neati  commodious,  and  airy  building,  fituatid 
in  a  fpaciousarea  before  thefort-    This  area  is  phttt^ 

.  ed  with  trees,  and  has  the  houfes  of  the  Englilh  in^ 
habitants  on  the  fides :  thefe  confifl  generally  of  but 
one  floor,  with  a  yard  before  and  behind^  in  which 
are  the  offices  and  out-houfes.  They  are  well  builtwith 

.  ftone  and  lime,  and  are  frequently  white-waihed  on 
the  outlide ;  which,  though  it  has  a  neat  air,  is  pre* 
judicial  to  the  fight.  Glafs- windows  are  but  little 
ufed  }  the  fafhes  being  generally  paned  with  a  kind 
of  tranfparent  oyfter-lhells,  fquarc  cut,  which  gives 
a  fufficient  light,  and  have  a  cool  look :  the  flooring 
is  ufually  made  of  a  ftucco  of  burnt  fhells,  that  is 
extreamly  hard  and  lading,  and  takes  fo  fine  a  polifh^ 
that  one  may  literally  fee  one's  face  in  it. 

The  houfes  of  the  black  merchants  are  extreamly 
ill  built,  and  incommodious ;  the  windows  fmall,  and 
ill  diflributed  :  but  mod:  of  thofe,  both  of  the  Eng- 
lifli  and  natives,  have  fmall  ranges  of  pillan,  that 
fupport  a  pent-houfe  or  fhed,  either  round  the 
building.  Of  on  particular  fides.  Thefe  afibrd  a  pleat- 
ing fhelter  from  the  fun,  and  keep  the  inward  apart- 
ments cool  and  refrefhed  by  the  draught  of  air  under 
them.  Mod  of  the  belt  houfes  are  within  the  walls, 
which  are  about  a  mile  in  circuit.  The  pagodas  of  the 
Gentoos  are  low  mean  buildings,  that  commonly  admit 

the 
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the  light  only  at  the  door,  facing  which  is  placed  the 
principal  idol.  They  are  very  tond  of  having  them 
built  among  trees,  and  near  the  fide  of  a  pond. 

There  are  two  very  pleafant  gardens  belonging  to 
the  company,  laid  out  after  the  European  manner ; 
one  a  little  way  out  of  the  garcs,  open  to  any  of  the 
Englifh  gentlemen  who  chule  to  walk  in  it  •,  and  a 
much  larger  and  finer  one,  at  a  place  called  Parell, 
where  the  governor  has  a  very  agreeable  country- 
houfe.  There  is  an  avenue  to  it  of  a  hedge  and  trees 
near  a  mile  long. 

The  mod  confiderable  part  of  the  ifland  is  taken 
up  with  groves  of  cocoa-nut.  trees,  which  are  planted 
wherever  the  ficuation  and  foil  arc  favourable  to 
them:  thefe  are  the  chief  landed  property.  When 
a  number  of  thefe  groves  lie  contiguous  to  each  other, 
a  due  fpace  is  left  tor  roads  ;  and  they  are  alfo  thick 
let  with  houfes  belonging  to  the  refpeftive  proprie- 
tors, and  with  huts  of  the  poorer  fort.  Thefe  trees 
are  eafily  cultivated ;  and  a  perfon  that  has  200  of 
them,  is  fuppofed  to  have  a  fufficient  fubfiftence. 

There  are  here  alfo  fields  of  rice,  and  here  and 
there  are  interlperfed  wild  palm-trees ;  the  chief  pro- 
fit drawn  from  which  arifes  from  the  toddy  or  liquor 
that  flows  fix>m  incifions  at  the  top :  of  this  liquoi;  ar- 
rack is  made,  that  is  eftecmed  better  than  that  pre- 
pared in  the  fame  manner  from  the  cocoa-nut  trees. 
In  ihort,  there  is  not  a  fpot  of  the  ifland  left  uncul- 
tivated ;  but  it  is  far  from  producing  fuflicient  for  the 
fupport  of  the  inhabitants.  This  phce,  continues 
our  author,  which  ufed  to  carry  terror  in  the  name, 
with  refpe6t  to  its  unhcakhinefs,  is  now  no  longer  to 
be  dreaded  on  that  account,  provided  any  meafure  of 
temperance  is  obferved ;  without  which,  healdi  in  any 
climate  muft  be  precarious. 

As  to  the  iflands  near  Bombay,  the  firft  Mr.  Grofe 

mentions  is  Old  Woman's  illand,  a  narrow  ftrip  of 

land,  only  leparated  by  the  fcra  at  flood ;   it  is  about 

two  miles  long,  and  is  terminated  at  the  end  by  a 
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fmall  eminence,  on  wUch  is  a  wttcb-tmver;  At  the 
;mouth  of  the  harbour  are  two  fbrdfied  rocks,^  caUed 
CanaM  and  Henara« 

^Obpdfite  the*  cal^,  at  three  kagueii  diftancc,  m 
BiiccMr^s  iflabd  ;  thus  named  from  cactre  beingfkepc 
there  for  the  ufe  of  Bombay.  It  bekmn  to  tlie  Eng- 
lilb,  who  have  a  fort  diere,  with  an  en^n's  saard. 

About  three  miics  from  thenoe,  is  tlio  fmul  iflaiid 
of  Canmja,  which  lately  belong  to  thePortuguefei 
but  with  many  of  the  ndghbcmring  places  fell  wider 
the  power  of  the  Marattas.  It  produces  only  a- Side 
mxj  with  goats,  fiiwls,  and  gaidei^ftali^^'for  Btesbay 
market. 

Two  miles  from  the  lafk  mentioned  iflaad^  and 
ftiU  fronti^g^  the  ^brt,  is  the  remarkable  ifland  of  ^e- 
phanta^  which  is  oply  about  three  miles  roond^  and* 
confifts  of  almoft  all  hill ;  at  the  foot  <tf  which  as  you 
land,  ypu  fee  above  the  fiiore  an  elephaift  coarfely  cut 
in  done,  of  the  natural  (ize,  which  at  a  little  diftance 
may  be  taken  for  a  real  elephant,  from  the  ftonc  be« 
ing  naturally  of  the  colour  of  that  animal :  it  ftands 
on  a  platform  of  ilones  of  the  fame  colour.  On  the 
back  of  this  elephant  was  placed  a  voung  one  ftand- 
ing,  appearing  to  have  been  both  of  the  lame  ftone ; 
but  it  has  been  long  broken  oflF.  Natradition  is  old 
jenough  to  give  an  account  of  the  time  or  ufe  fi^f 
which  this  elephant  was  thus  carved. 

On  afcending  near  halfway  up  the  hill^  you  come 
to  the  eturaiice  of  a  ftupendous  temple,  hewn  out  of 
the  Iblid  rock. .  It  is  an  oblong  (quare  So  or  90  feet 
long,  and  40  broad.  The  roof  is^formed  df  the  rock 
cut  flat-,  it  is  about  10  feet  highii  and  is  Aipported 
toward  the  middle,  at  an  equal  diftance  from  the 
ikies,  and  from  one  another,  by  two  itgular  lowii  c^ 
pillars,  of  a  fingular  order..  They  are  very  maf^ 
and  thick  in  proportion  to  their  heiglft,  andthcir  ca- 
pitals bear  fome  refemblance  to  a  round  cuttiioR,  pRf- 
led  by  the  weight  of  the  fuperincumbentrmoumaai^ 
withwbichcheyarealfoof  one  piece* :  iilibe  farther 
6  cod 
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(end  are  three  gigaiidc  figures,  the  face  of  one  of 
which,  is  at  leaft  five  feet  in  length,  and  of  a  propor- 
tionable breadth ;  but  thefe  nionuments  of  antiquity 
were  oiucli  disfi^red  by  the  blind  fury  of  the  Por- 
tuguese, wheii  ttiey  niade  themfelves  mafters  of  the 
place.  About  two  thirds  of  the  way  up  this  temple, 
are  two  doors  fronting  each  other,  leading  into  fmaUer 
grdts;  that  open  upon  the  hill.  By  the  door-way  on 
the  right  hand;  are  alio  ieveral  mutilated  images, 
fingle  and  in  groups ;  particularly  one  that  has  fome 
idediblance  to  the  (b)ry  of  Solomon's  dividing  the 
child ;  t  fisiire  flandin^  with  a  drawn  fword  in  on<: 
hand,  arid  holding  an  infiuit  in  the  other,  with  the 
head  downward.  The  door^way  on  the  left  hand  opens 
into  to  area  of  about  20  feet  in  length,  and  1 2  in 
)i>rcadth,  at  the  upper  end  of  which,  on  the  right 
hand,  is  a  colonade,  covered  at  the  mp ;  it  is  10  or 
1 2  feet  deep;  and  in  length  anfwers  to  the  breadth 
of  the  area :  this  joins  to  an  sqartment  adorned  wirh 
regiilar  architefture ;  it  is  an  oblong  iquare,  and  has 
a  door  in  perfect  fymmetry.  The  whole  is  executed 
in  a  tafte  very  different  from  any  of  the  oldeil,  and 
the  beft  Gentoo  buildings  any  where  extant.  It  is 
iremarkable  that  round  the  cornices  are  ibme  paint- 
ings, the  colours  of  which  remain  exceeding  bright 
and  fre(h.  The  time  when  this  great  work  was  per- 
formed is  entirely  unknown.  The  moft  probable 
conjefture  is,  that  it  was  formed  by  the  aborigines 
of  the  country ;  and  tfait-che  religion  of  the  Gentool 
has  undergonefbnK  revolution,  fincethofeof  the  prefiaic 
age  have. not  the  kaft  tradition  of  its  or^^  or  any 
veneration  for  the  place,  except  on  acooanc  of  its 
tmdoubtcd  antiquity.  However,  on  the  moft  fukry 
days  during  the  heats,  thete  cannot  be  jmaginrrt  a 
cooler  and  plealanter  retreat :  for  thoi^  the  ak  be 
i^  on  fire  withon,  you  no  Iboaer  enrer  the  cave, 
than  you  are  refrefbed  with  a  fenfibie  foohrft,  The 
three  opemnos  above-mentioiied,  not  ooiy  idTordtng 
a  faffioedc  Ig^  but  a  thofoogyi  dcaog^  of  air, 
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vhUcuit  cpcnre  paurnpi]larl]^ .  iccetvcs ,  ^.conftiint  teoMpc^ 
rature,  by  its  beic^  imponetrahle.to  the  tijrs  of  the  &ii# 
froip  the  tlvpkneb  of  thcjpopnci^ijious.mai^  abc)^     • 

This,ihun  idanid  coni^jps  «otbing.,el(e  worthy  xi 
obfery^tion^  there  being  only  two  or.chiee  huts  opipd 
it,  and  ,no  .other,  watier^  but  what  is  coIteAcd'  fipm  1^ 
rain$.  .,*,-..        ■     i-   .■ 

To  the  nocthwaW],  is  the  fertile  iflaod  of  SdfittL^ 
which. j:hough  the  Portugiuefe  ceded  toEf^amd  witq 
Bombay^  we  were  bafcfy  defiauded  of,  it,  in  hitgidi^ 
of  aU  the  rules  of  good  faith :  but  they  themfirlvci 
have  been  fince  deprived  of  it  by  th|»iCMafMtitt«. 
There  can  fcarcely  be  conceived  a  more  agreeaUe 
fpot.  It  is  about  twenty  miles  long,  and,  oi|  i^  me-; 
diutPt  eight  or  nine  broad.  The  foil,  is  very  ]jch» 
and  incapable  of  producing  every  thing  that  giowii 
between  the  tropics ;  and  it  is  fumiQied  with  plenty 
of  all  forts  of  same. «  In  this  idand  alfo  are  feveral 
temples  cut  in  the  rock,  fuppofed  contemporary  with 
that  of  Elephanta ;  but .  none  of  thefe  are  equal  to 
that  in  bignefs  and  workmanfhip. 

Having  treated  of  the  iflands,  we  (hall  now  take 
notice  of  the  continent  bordering  on,  Bombay,  to 
which  it 'is  in  a  manner  joined  by  two  forts,  by  means, 
of  which  one  may  pafs  to  it  without  taking  boat.  It 
is  inhabited  by  the  Marattas,  a  powerful  Indian  tribe, 
fubje£);  to  the  Mar-Rajah,  who  is  their  king  or  chief. 
They  are  generally  a  clean-limbed,  ftraight  people  5  it 
being  very  rare  to  ft?e  a  deformed  perfon  among  them : 
their  complexions  are  of  all  ihades,  from  black  to 
light  brown,  and  it  is  obferved,  that  they  .are  fairer 
in  proportion^to  their  diftance  frpni  the  fea.  Their 
features  are  generally  regular,  and  even  delicate. 
They  (have  their  heads,  only  preferving  in  the  middle, 
of  it  a  lock,  at  full  length,  fo  as  to  tie  and  hang 
down  behind ;  and  two  curls,  pn  each  fide,  juft 
above  the  ears.  Their  women  are  commonly  very 
hapdfome,  while  the, bloom  of  youth  continues;  but 
that  foon  faudes :  fi>r  few  preferve  th?  charms  of  theic 
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Ifaape  and  (kin  till  they  are  thirty,  when  they  arc  ge- 
nerally pad  child-bearing. 

The  rommon  people  wear  a  roll  of  coarfe  muflin 
round  their  heads  ;  or,  perhaps,  a  bit  of  cloth  or 
caiicoe :  they  have  a  Ihort  piece  of  cloth  round  their 
waifts,  and  a  loofe  rtiantle,  which  they  throw  over 
their  fhoulders,  and  fpread  on  the  ground  when  they 
take  their  reft.  They  are  equally  bred  to  agriculture 
and  to  armk ;  but  the  pay  of  thofe  in  a6tual  fervice 
is  extremely  fmall,  and  not  furnifhed  in  money,  but 
in  rice,  tobacco,  (alt,  pieces  of  cloth,  and  other  ne- 
ceflaries  of  life.  They  have  extended  their  domi- 
nions by  the  fword  •,  and  by  encouraging  Europeans 
tD  defert  to  them,  have  learned  the  art  of  war,  as 
pradifed  in  Europe,  and  can  form  regular  fieges : 
but  are  more  fit  for  fudden  excurfions.  Their  horfes, 
on  which  they  chiefly  rely,  are  fmall,  but  hardy,  in- 
ured to  fatigue,  and  fure  footed.  Many  of  the  men 
have  muikets  -,  but  they  are  very  indifferent  ones, 
and  moft  of  them  match-locks :  but  their  chief  de- 
pendence is  on  their  fwords  and  targets;  the  former 
oeing  of  an  admirable  temper :  they  are  well  trained 
in  the  exercife  of  them,  and  look  with  great  con- 
tempt on  thofe  brought  by  our  (hips  from  Europe. 
Their  targets  are  exactly  round,  rifing  in  the  middle, 
almoft  to  a  pQint :  they  are  hard,  light,  fmooth,  and 
well  varnilhed  •,  they  will,  therefore,  eafily  turn  a 
pidol-ball,  and  at  fome  dlftance  a  muflcet-biU.  They 
have  alfo  among  them  excellent  flingc-rs  and  archers. 

Their  diet  is  extreamly  portable  ;  a  little  rice,  and 
a  leathern  flaflc  for  water,  are  all  that  is  neceflary ;  fo 
that  every  foldier  may  eafily  carry  his  own  allowance: 
nor  do  the  officers  fare  more  fumpruoufly,  nothing 
being  more  fimple  than  their  foid,  efpecially  during 
their  expeditions,  which  they  conduit  with  amazing 
rapidity,  and  with  great  addrcfs. 

The  Maratcas  affcft  the  appearance  of  the  utmoft 
poverty  in  their  houfcs  ind  drefs,  to  avoid  becoming 
a  prey  to  their  rapacious  government,  which  never 
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fpares  a  fubjed  known  to  be  rich,  thou^  the^f  ajt^ 
fometimes  left  quietly  to  amafs  wealth,  vrhich-  is  obh* 
fidercd  as  fb  much  in  bonk,  to  be  feiizcd  wbenevcf  the 
government  pleafes  to  call  for  it :  and  here  no  di^ 
tin6tk)n  is  made  with  refped  to  the  office  and  rank  <xf 
the  pcrfons  to  be  plundered,  except  of  the  great  mi- 
litary officers,  who  are  made  the  inftrmnents  df  op- 
prefHon,  and  whom  it  is  not  iafe  to  dilbbfige.  This  \m 
occafioned  immenfe  treafures  to  be  bomd  $  not,  as  haa 
been  fuppofed,  from  the  opinbn  that  they  wiU  be  of 
iife  to  the  owners  in  another  life ;  ais  is  evident  fioin 
their  never  burying  them  when  they  live 'under  a 
free  government.  '       * 

The  Mar-Rajah  generally  keeps  his  court,  orinoie 
properly  his  head  military  quarters,  at  the  fort  of  Raice, 
inthe  mountains  of  Decan;  which  is  faid  to  bethefiioft 
impregnable  place  in  the  world :  it  being  a  fortific4 
mound  of  very  high  rocks,  {o  fteep  as  to  be  only  tc- 
ceffible  by  one  narrow  path.  The  land  thus  indofed^ 
is  fufficient  to  produce  grain  enough  for  the  fupport 
of  the  garrifon  ;  and  befide  great  quantities  of  com 
arc  conftantly  kept  there  in  the  magazines.  A  fmall 
number  of  men  is  fufficient  to  defend  this  natural  for- 
trefs  again  ft  the  greateft  armies  that  could  be  brought 
againft  it,  as  all  the  paflages  and  defiles  among  the 
mountains  leading  to  it,  are  extreamly  rugged  and 
narrow. 

Here  the  Mar-Rajah  mofl:  frequently  refides,  with 
a  kind  of  military  court,  compofed  of  his  generals 
and  officers,  in  all  the  ftate  of  a  fovereign  prince  : 
but  both  he  and  his  court  are  fo  engrofled  by  military 
operations,  that  they  are  extreamly  incurious  with 
rcfpccl  to  the  manufaftures  and  arts  of  the  Euro- 
peans. The  people  in  general  have  an  high  opinion 
of  judicial  aftrology,  and  are  fuperftitious  obfervers 
of  good  and  bad  days.  They  are  by  religion  Gen- 
toos,  or  Gentiles ;  and  notwithftanrlino;  their  beirc: 
idolaters,  are  difting;uilhed  bV  aHowingr  an  unlimited 
toleration  to  every  other  religion;  maintaining  that 
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The  rood  w^i^r.r  :r  zu^r  •rzirr:z=rzz 
fequcDtlv  iha:  i:£L-t±  t:  '^■Tig;zT.:-  -  ■::-r 
a  citv  fctfi    zr    iiii:   nriitiit    r-'    r:=  i 

the  Englilh  are  li-Fw  ii;jc;i   z*L-d^:^   =.1 
prodigious  rriii:  f lt  r:j5i:s   :."-:    li:.--   1: 
both  there  ace  :::  iiiii^  2±:hrr^7.  ziirz.  's  j=. 
one  incoriVenitr-ce  ^ix./i  znt  urrrx..: '  i:: 
conjunctio.T  iR'lih  iibiT  ^?ri:rT-  -.  n^t  r:::^ 


Arab  prir-ces. 

Gambroc;!.  cr.  ih^  i:^-t  ic  ?r-l:.  ,-  '.:. 

eft  marts  in  ±*  ti:'-     Tn^  ZL-.r_ 'i  :-: 
here  about  the  v*^:  : : ; :  ,  -^ii^^  1.  :  -- 

fcrviccs  per:cr:rr=i  zj  zliz  zjziiz  ip..-  / 
guefe,  the  >T.iz  Abii  r"i--:i^i  tl^t-  ::„ 
of  that  port.*  T  zli  rr^tnji  t 
duced  to  a  iczz  i>r^Li  i  7MJ-  luiT 
money,  5-:35*'-  6:.  t  -  i-r  zui  --i:  :^- 
The  company  has  iJztrt^  r'ti.---  :  ' 
ravages  that  have  fcr  m-inj  7 -in  -ilt  i-t. 
but  lUll  mainia'.n  1  r.obl-  fifi-rj  "  :t:,  -.  : 
trade  in  the  Perfim  er.i  r*  ::  iitt':  :: 
of  commerce  tha:  liits  ir  zz:'^i.r..^^i 
Eurorean  c om.Txd.:'.-^.. 

On  th'J  v.el'irrr*  coiiV:  or  !r:f!i.  i>-ir-  i-: 
forts,  factories,  or  fi-ii.frr-t.'i:.   1:  1:-:: 

I   :  i 


^  • 

^ujr^  SqfOb^*  Dabul,  Caswar,  TeUechery«  >  An^ 
jengo,  andvConymere  ^  al^  o^  th^oK  9Q  the  Malabar 

The  J^urop^anSy  £ngli(^. :  Frendn  and  Qutch^ 
]^ciiocd  as.  ic  were  the  cos^.qf  Malabar  with  (heir 
fortified  fetilcmeots  and  fa&ories.  ^3omc  .were  ob- 
tained by  tbrce^  others  by  iaimuajuon ;  Init  io  ^-i 
neral  the  powers  in  (hofe  parts  are  npc  dilpleafed  with 
having  (hem  in  their  countries,  to  which  tbey  are  un^ 
doubcedly  a  btiiefit  by  the  protCjdiion  they  occafionally 
afibrd  them  againft  thejr  enefnie^,  as  well  as  for  the 
trade  they  bringi  and  for  the  vent  they  procure 
of  the  natural  s^nd .  artificial  produce  of  thcm^  by 
which  their  revenue  is  increafed :  and  to  do  them 
jiiftice,  it  is  feldom  their  faults  if  any  quarreb  with 
theai  happen.  It  is  oftener  thac  of  the  European 
governors  and  chiefs,  whom  private  paflions,,  pre- 
juJiccs,  and  intcrefts,  miflead  into  engaging  their 
employers  into  expenfive  and  detrimental  feuds  or 
wars  ;  which  they  rcprefcnt  as  honourable  and  ne- 
ccfi'ary,  or  under  fuch  plaufi'ole,  though  falfe  colours, 
as  to  obtain  tlieir  approbation  and  fanclion  ;  whilft  ac 
fuch  a  diilance,  it  is  hard  lor  the  mifinforniation  to 
be  d:r(:ovcrcd.  Thofe  princes  who  are  "not  a  match 
ior  t!:e  European  artillery  and  diiciplinc,  on  conceiv- 
ing ;  ny  dii'gull  or  rclentment,  have  fallen  on  away 
ot  diilrelfing  fuch  fcitlenients,  not  only  by  harafling 
them  with  alarms,  and  a  war  of  ambuflies  to  the  very 
gates  of  their  fortifications ;  but  by  laying  a  gencrail 
interdict  on  the  trade  and  dealings  of  their  fubjcds 
with  them.  It  is  true,  that  thcmfelves  are  in  the 
n.can  time  not  a  Hale  fufferers  by  the  ceflfation  of 
thoir  emoluments,  and  even  that  of  the  fubfiftence 
ot  their  people  •,  but  this  they  can  often  difpenfc  with 
for  a  time  long  enough  not  to  be  the  firft  tired.  Not 
onfrequenily  too,  they  turn  the  channel  of  com- 
merce into  other  European  governnunrs,  always 
alvrrt  co  i'up;  lant  pnc  another,  and  avail  thcmfelves 
of   ihelc    mifunderltandings,    of    which   they   have 

perhaps 
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perhaps  under-hand  fown  the  fetds,  or  fomented  the 
growth. 

On  the  eaftem  Ihore  of  India,  or  the  coaft  of  Coro- 
mandel,  (lands  Madrais,  or  Fort  St.  George,  the 
capital  of  the  Englifli  company's  dominions  in  the 
Indies.  It  is  fitu^ted  on  •ne  of  the  mod  incommo- 
dious fpots  imaginable;  the  fea  perpetually  beatt 
with  prodigious  violence  on  the  fands,  upon  which  it 
ftands ;  there  is  no  freih  water  within  lefs  than  a  mile 
of  it ;  in  the  rainy  feafon  it  is  fubje£t  to  inundations 
from  the  river ;  and  the  fun  from  April  to  September 
is  fo  infufferably  hot,  that  the  fea  breezes  are  the  only 
circumftance  that  renders  it  habitable.  The  war 
carried  on  •  by  the  company  at  Bombay  and  Bengal 
againft  the  Mogul's  fubje£ts,  was  a  confiderable  ad- 
vantage to  Madrafs.  The  tranquillity  which  reigned 
there,  and  the  vicinity  to  the  diamond  mines  of  Gol- 
conda,  where  good  purchafes  are  frequently  made, 
caufed  a  prodigious  refort  of  Indian  and  Black  mer- 
chants to  this  place,  and  thus  principally  contributed 
to  render  it  populous  and  flourifhing.  The  town  is 
divided  into  two  parts  :  that  inhabited  by  Europeans, 
called  the  White  Town,  is  walled  round,  and  can 
only  be  attacked  at  two  places,  the  fea  and  river  de- 
fending the  reft.  There  are  two  churches  here,  one 
for  the  Englifli,  the  other  for  thofe  of  the  Romilh 
communion.  The  government  of  both  towns,  arc 
abfolutel/  vcfted  in  the  governor,  who  likewife  com- 
mands in  chief  in  military  concerns  -,  and  all  the  other 
affairs  of  the  company  are  managed  by  the  governor 
and  his  council  in  conjunAion.  The  company  have 
their  mint  here  for  coining  of  money  from  bullion 
brought  from  Europe,  and  elfewherc,  into  rupees, 
and  this  brings  them  a  confiderable  revenue  :  they 
alfo  coin  gold  in  pagodos  of  diilerent  denominations 
and  value. 

The  diamond  mines  lie  at  a  week's  journey  from 
this  place.  V;hen  a  perfon  goes  thither  in  order  to 
obtain  diamonJs,  he  iuA.  makes  choice  of  a  piece  of 

ground 
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ground  to  dig  hu  and  dieti  informs  the  king's  officetf 
iq)pointed  for  that  fervice  of  his  intentions.  Tte 
money  for  leave  to  dig  being  ptid,  the  ground  is  io- 
doicd,  and  fentinels  phced  round  it  All  ftones  above 
the  weight  of  60  grains  belong  to  the  king^  and 
firauds  in  this  particular  «re  punifhed  with  death. 
Some  get  eftates^  while  others  lofe  their  money  JoA 
their  labour. 

This  colony  produces  little  of  its  own  growth^  and 
next  to  no  manufaftures  for  foreign  trade.  The 
Moors,  Gentoos,  and  Armenians  have  got  poflfeflioa 
of  the  trade  that  ufed  t(5  be  carried  on  to  Pegu,  the 
Engliih  being  now  chiefly  employed  in  fhip-building. 
Tl»c  people  g{  Surat  ihare  in  their  trade  to  China : 
the  gold  and  fome  copper  only  are  for  their  own 
market :  the  grofs  of  their  cargoes  of  fugar,  fugsr« 
candy,  allum.  China-ware,  and  fome  drugs,  are  all 
deftined  for  Surat.  Their  trade  to  Perfia,  is  carried 
on  by  the  way  of  the  river  Ganges.  The  trade  to 
Mocho  in  Coromandel  goods,  began  about  the  year 
1713,  Fort  St.  David,  an  Engliih  fcttlement,  farther 
to  the  fouth,  fupplying  the  goods  for  that  market. 
Thus  the  trade  of  Fort  St.  George,  like  that  of  Hol- 
land, confifts^in  fupplying  foreign  markets  with  fo- 
reign productions.  There  were  Tome  years  2^0  com- 
puted to  be  in  the  towns  and  villages  belonging  to 
this  colony  8o,oco  people,  and  500  cf  thefe  Euro- 
peans. The  governor  has  great  power,  and  is  treated 
as  a  Sovereign  by  the  rajahs  of  the  country.  He  ap- 
pears abrcid  with  great  magnificence,  having  befide 
his  Hnclifh  guards,  feldom  fewer  than  three  or  four- 
Itore  perlons  in  arms.  Two  union  flags  are  carried 
before  him,  v/ith  a  band  of  mufic,  fuch  as  is  ufed  in 
that  country  •,  and  there  are  two  perfons  near  him, 
whofe  ciTice  is  to  cool  him  with  fans,  and  chace  away 
the  files. 

Bcn£..<il  is  the  mofi:  eaftern  province  of  the  Mogul's 
dominions,  and  is  annually  overflowed  by  the  Ganges^ 
as  ligypt  is  by  the  Nile.     It  lies  upon  the  mouth  of 

the 
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tjie  Gaog^  and  is  bounded  by  the  provinces  of 
!Pauia  and  Jdbat  on  the  north  ^  the  kimgdoni  ii 
Aracan  on  the  eaft  ^  the  bay  of  Bengal^  and  the  pro- 
vince of  Orixa  on  t^  tooth  -,  and^by  the  pnmnccs  ol 
Narvaf  and  Malva  on  the  weft ;  extending  about  400 
pules  in  lengdi  from  eaft  to  weft,  and  300  in  breaddi 
fix>m  north  to  ibuth. 

The  bay  c^  Beng^  is  ;he  largeft  and  deepeft  in  the 
known  world,  extending  from  the  ibuth  part  of  Co- 
rbmaodel  to  the  river  Hueglcy  ^  in  whu:h  fpace  ic 
receives  the  great  rivers  Ganges  and  Guena  from  the 
weft  fide ;'  as  alio  the  Aracan  and  Menamkiori  or 
A  vat  river  from  the  eaft  iide.  But  Bengal,  as  a 
coaft,  is  fuppofe4  to  extend  only  from  Cape  PaU 
iniraa  on  the  north  coaft  of  Golconda,  to  the  entrance 
into  the  Ganges.  T^t  river  rifes  in  the  mountains 
of  Nigracut,  pi^  of  Great  Tartary,  receives  many 
other  rivers,  and  after  d  oourie  of  3000  miles^ 
falls  into  the  gulf  of  Bengal  by  {o  many  mouths^ 
that  travellers  are  not  agreed  in  the  number  of  them : 
however,  the  common  paflage  for  European  (hip- 
ping, is  up  the  river  Huegley,  one  of  the  woit  weft* 
trn  branches.      ' 

The  foreign  and  domeftic  trade  of  Bengal  are  very 
coniiderable ;  as  may  appear  from  the  great  number 
of  PerBans,  Abyflinians,  Arabs,  Chincfe,  Guzarats, 
Malabarians,  Turks,  Moors,  Jews,  Georgians,  Armc« 
nians,  and  merchants  from  all  parts  of  Aiia,  whore« 
ibrt  there.  All  the  Chriftian  nations  eftablifhed  in 
the  Eaft  Indies  alio  iend  their  {hipping  to  Bengal ; 
and  it  is  with  the  merchandize  of  this  country  thac 
they  partly  make  their  retoms  to  Europe,  beiide  what 
they  export  for  their  India  trade.  The  principal 
merchandize  at  Bengal  are  lilks,  cotton-cloths,  pep- 
per, rice,  falt-petre,  wood  for  dying,  terra  mcrita, 
lacca,  yellow  and  white  wax,  indigo,  camphor,  aioes, 
and  gum  gutta* 

The  places  of  the  greateft  commerce,  and  where 
ihe  Englifl),  French,  and  Dutch,  have  their  beft  efta^ 

bliihnieftts 
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bliQimcnts  are,  Calcutta,  Coflimbuzar,  Huegley,  Pip- 
ley,  ^nd  Balifore.  The  capital  of  the  viceroy  is  Mux- 
aaabad,,  vvhich  is  large  and  populous  :  and  Fort  Wil- 
liam, or  Calcutta,  is  the  principal  place  belonging  to 
the  Englilh  company  in  Bengal. 

There  were  formerly  feveral  other  European  fettlc- 
ments  on  the  fame  coafts  ;  but  all  of  them  were  aban- 
doned, on  account  of  the  exaftions  of  the  rajahs  of 
the  adjacent  countries. 

The  company  are  believed  to  poflefs  the  beft  part 
of  the  trade  carried  on  in  Sumatra.  Tl^eir  faftorics 
there  are  thofe  of  Mocha,  Bantal,  Cattoun,  Bencoolen, 
Marlborough  Fort,  and  Sillebar.  The  EngliQi  were 
aifo  formerly  in  pofleflion  of  feveral  fettlements  on  the 
coafts  of  the  Chincfe  empire,  as  well  as  in  the  king- 
dom of  Tonquin;  but  they  are  now  all  of  them 
withdrawn,  though  the  Company  ftill  trade  to  thofe 
parts,  efpccially  to  Tonquin,  for  fuch  articles  as  they 
want  thcmfelve?,  or  purchafe  in  order  to  fell  to 
the  reft  of  Europe,  which  latter  are  abundantly  nu- 
merous. The  company's  faftory  was  formerly  fet- 
tled in  the  ifland  of  Chufan,  when  the  trade  was" 
carried  on  at  Amoyor,  from  whence  it  was  removed 
to  Canton.* 

The  Englifti  and  Dutch  arc  the  only  nations  ex- 
cluded by  the  Spaniards  from  trading  to  the  Manila, 
or  Phillippine  iflands  ;  and  in  Japan  there  is  not  the 
Icaft  veftige  of  any  Englifh  commerce,  all  the  com- 
modities of  that  empire,  wi:h  v.'hich  our  company  is 
fupplied,  being  furnifhed  by  means  of  their  commerce 
with  the  Chinefc  and  Dutch. 

The  Englifh  Eaft  India  company  in  their  trade,  an- 
nually employ  many  fail  of  fine  capital  fiiips,  each  of 
the  burden  of  pOO  tons,  mounting  30  guns,  and  man- 
^  ned  with  100  mariners. 

^  The  following  remarks  on   the  Eaft  India  trad?, 

*1        made  by  Mr.  Gp^fe,  will  be  a  proper  r.lol-j  to   thi^i 
voyage,  and  to  our  accounts  of  the  Eaft  Indies. 

«dcrcrip:ioa  of  Canton,  fee  Anfon'j  voyage  in  vol.  3. 

In 
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Iff  the  Eaft  Indies,  it  is  fcarcdy  pofiSbie  to  cczy  gq 
a  commerce  on  other  than  a  precarioas,  cHhaoonbie^ 
difadvant^eous  footing,  unlds  a  ftaie  of  ftxre  pro- 
cures a  refpect  to,  or  conHdence  in  oar  arsxs  -,  tbe 
country-governments  of  India  being  ^'onflitui^iiPy 
fuch,  as  Icarce  ever  to  nrgled  occifioas  of  opprcSea 
or  plunder,  v/herc  they  have  no  oppoGtxxi,  or  ^ 
geance  to  fear.  Nor  do  they  ever 
their  countenance  or  friendfhip,  bar 
depend  on  a  protedion  in  the  revol3r:cfis»  to  Tkrii 
it  is  in  the  very  nature  of  their  dctpodfni  ^  ccies  to 
expofe  them.  The  mercbaccs  eipcciaLy  prefer  deal- 
ing with  that  nation,  which  they  fee  the  raofe  power- 
ful and  able  to  Ihelter  them  from  the  tvrarLxsr  cf  Lxrs 
own  countrymen.  Thence  aiiies  their  preicrerLC-  c£ 
our  government  to  live  under,  and  to  «h:ch  ti:t7 
of  fuch  notable  benefit.  As  mere  traders,  zh  ~ 
would  never  have  got  the  footing  they  Live,  if  rrvr 
had  not  added  to  that  charader  the  profcfijon  of  stx^s 
both  at  land  and  fea.  This  is  6}  true,  that  the  ize- 
cial  privileges,  fortified  fettkment?,  and  nvojr^bie 
grants  obtained  from  the  feveral  prbces  cf  Lidia, 
will,  conformable  to  their  original  dates,  appear  v> 
have  been  owing  to  the  figure  our  nadoo  xoTTjcny 
made  there  in  war ;  when  its  vidohcs  over  ue  Pon-..- 
guefe,  who  funk  as  fad  as  we  roie,  gave  ir  fwch  a 
reputation,  as  that  hardly  any  thing  was  dtrjtd  vj  I:. 
And,  to  Iky  the  truth,  it  is  principally  on  tr.2.:  o:d 
foundation,  that  the  extenfion  of  our  coci?r>t7i^  h^: 
lince  taken  place.  I  fay  principally  only,  btcaLfc  r.-j 
doubt  our  frank,  unafieded  and  generous  naiior^ 
charader,  amidft  ail  the  faults  of  fome  of  our  uryc^\> 
in  power  there,  may  be  iafely  faid,  witboi:t  ary  pa:^ 
tiality,  to  have  bore  in  the  eyes  of  the  Indims  a 
very  favourable  companion  with  the  fenftlefi,  far- 
guinaiy  bigotry  of  the  Poriuguefc ;  with  the  i.r,:V^l 
drynels,  imperious  conduft,  and  keennen  afier  :a:ri 
of  the  Dutch  ;  and  with  the  fuper  refi»d  dtiig.'-;r,:-j 
politeneis  of  the  French. 

5  C»e 
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.rOHfifBi  tte  ffasfims  wlqr  iStk  Dutck  fitft  111440% 
:tiiqr/Awfittirs;  tad  ii teooime  mate  ridi ndpiMA;- 
nl  ihw  lU  die  others,  k  its  boog  ab^uK^  nliii;: 
tefted  wicb  z  kind  of  firvtrsigBtv  aod  domimoiift  am 
tjppemUjr  omr  •cbe  mujr  porti,  provinces^  and  oolci- 
aiei»  tt  pofibifes  in  diofe  ptits.  Ic  appcuins  nu^ 
tmtes,  Mdamb^  generals^  aad  jgpofremoisi ; '  io^ 
wcdvcs  embifliea  from  Idntfi  ud  foverfei^  [viiiasi 
makes  peace  and  wtt*  at  pfetture ;  and  b^  lu  opri  au- 
tiiorttf  adoiinifters  juftice  10  all  i  appoints  ttibuBi^ 
ao  judge  iti  chnr  nanic»  with  plenary  power  Md  m 
appeal ;  puniAies  and  remits  offences  i  beflDWS  |^ 
irarai  becoming  the  dignity  of  kings  i  ietdn  co» 
looies^  builds  fi>rdficadons»  levies  titxjps,  m^Mskri 
numerous  armies  and  garrifons,  fits  out  fleets^  aacl 
cxMns  nxHiey.  And  though  there  is  acknowkged  t 
dependance  upon  the  States-generaiy  it  may  be  laid 
they  feldom  exert  their  poweri  and  whSc  the  n^ 
public  preierves  the  right  of  foverei^tity,  it  tachfy 
leaves  the  exerciie  and  pofleflion  of  it  co  the  mer- 
chants of  this  company.  Thefe  vaft  powers  weir^ 
and  are  ftiU,  requifite  to  cheriih  and  preferve  this 
fiourifhing  branch  of  trade:  and  the  propriefiofs 
juftly  merited  them ;  for  by  their  own  vigikocci 
care,  and  expence,  they  conquered,  and  prererve  sll 
the  countries  they  poflfels  in  thofe  parts  of  Afia»  and 
their  fortrefles  on  the  coaft  of  Africa,  for  the  r^Mh- 
ment,  refitting,  and  protedion  of  their  (hips. 

The  power  of  the  Dutch  by  Tea  and  land  is  verf 
great  in  the  Eaft  Indies ;  where,  by  forces  addreft,* 
and  alliances,  they  raifed  themfelves,  and  ftiU  fiipport 
a  great  fuperiority,  in  fpite  of  the  Englilh,  Poroi^ 
gucfe,  and  other  £uro{>eans,  that  have  fome  tradisr 
there  •,  but  fo  inconliderable,  that,  all  together,  if. 
xv>t  equal  to  what  the  Hollandera  fingly  enjoy.  If 
the  power  of  the  Dutch,  though  great  in  Europe' 
does  not  put  princes  and  dates  upon  their  guard,  they 
muft  poitcis  a  kind  of  univerfal  monarchy  or  domi-' 
nion  in  the  foutbern  provinces,  iilands,  and  feas  of 

Afia^ 
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Afia,  from  Arabia  to  Japan :  fut^ing*  by  all  pof- 
fible  ways,  many  of  the  powers  of  Europe  to  their 
hw,  in  every  thing  refpeding  that  important  Branch 
of  trade ;  a  thing  which,  belide  the  difhonor  of  it, 
very  much  interferes  with  their  intereft.  For,  in  thofe 
parts,  Holland  commands  and  direfts  every  thing  ac 
pkafure,  bringing  ibvereigns  under  fubjedbion,  con- 
quering or  reducing  large  and  plentiful  provinces, 
after  it  laid  the  foundation  of  its  empire  upon  the 
fpoils  of  Portugal,  and  enlarged  it  by  prefcribing  nar- 
row limits  to  the  jurifdi&ion  and  commerce  of  the 
Englifh,  and  difappointing  or  reducing  that  of  the 
French  and  other  Europeans.  For  this,  and  other 
leaibns,  good  policy  feems  to  fugged,  that  the  Eng- 
fi[h,  French,  and  Portuffuefe,  interefted  and  aggrieved, 
ihould  unite  in  humbling  the  pride  of  the  Dutch, 
and  weakening  their  univerial  dominion  in  the  Eafl: 
Indies,  that  all  may  live  independent,  and  not  under 
a  fubjedion  that  bears  hard  upon  their  honour  and 
commerce, 

.  The  Eaft  Indies  is  a  bottomlefs  pit  for  buHion, 
which  can  never  circulate  back  to  Europe ;  and  when 
bullion  fails,  that  trade  muft  ceafe.  That  this  is  the 
prefent  lituation  of  all  the  kingdoms  of  Europe,  witii 
re^£t  to  the  trade  which  they  carry  on  with  the  Eaft 
Indies,  is  aflerted  by  the  Marquis  Jerome  fielloni^ 
a  celebrated  merchant  and  banker  at  Rome ;  and  this 
for  no  other  reafon,  than  that  immenl'e  gulph  of  pafilve 
commerce,  wherein  they  are  involved  by  means  of 
die  commodities  which  the  Europeans  import  ironi 
thofe  parts.  For,  according  to  this  author,  not  only 
the  great  quantities  of  jewels  and  manufafhircs,  with 
the  numberlefs  liquors  and  fpices,  the  greateft  part 
whereof  the  luxury  and' pride  of  men  have  raifcd  to 
high  prices ;  render  that  trade  fo  exorbitant ;  that  the 
great  advantage  which  the  Europeans  receive  from 
America,  by  the  great  quantities  of  gold  and  filver, 
and  other  ufefiil  things,  which  are  brought  from 
thence^  are  not  fufficicnt  to  compenfate  the  lofs  fuf- 

taincd 


:^    •      GROSE'S  VOYAGE.  &"c. 

^oed  W  d^'exc^B^vdy  expodSn!  iDade :  but  evdti 
•^ve  juft  grannd  to  mike  it  k  t^ieftioii,  iriwther  the 
atoSSj  that  it  brought  fimn  America  to  Europe  ii 
jAore  oonfidertblci  &tn  thit  which  it  aiponed  from 
•lebvope  to  the  Bift  Indies. 

The  baron  de  Montei^iuicoj   in  bu  '*  %>ick  of 
jami"  ipeakidg  of  the  ctade  of  Europe  in  generd 


Laws,"       -__g,  — ,p_  ._  ^ 

,io  tbcJOntl^Qdics,  not  onljr.  acknowledges  this  truth, 
Imtalfo  gives  retfons  for  it.  "  We  at  prefent^  &yi 
be,  carrv  cm  the  trade  of  the  Indies  meruy  by  means 
of  the  fiirer  we  fend  thither,  which  ii  exchanged  fac 
snothandizes  brou^t  to  the  weft.  Every  nation  that 
ever  traded  to  the  Indies,  has  conftantly  canned  bul- 
Um,  and  brought  merchandize  in  return.  It  is  na'- 
fure  itlelf  that  produces  the  e%£t  The  Indians  have 
tbeir  arts  adapted  to  their  manner  of  living.  Odr 
Imniry  cannot  be  thars.  nor  their  wants  ours.  Their 
climate  hu'dly  demands,  or  permits  any  thing  which 
comes  from  ours.  They,  .go,  in  a  jgreat  meafure, 
naked  -,  fuch  deaths  as  they  have,  the  country  itfelf 
furnifhes  i  and  their  rehgidn,  which  is  deeply  rooted, 
gives  them  an  averfion  for  thofe  things  that  ferve  for 
our  nouriftimenc.  Therefore  tliey  want  nothing  but 
pur  buUion,  to  ferve  as  the  medium  of  value  \  and  for 
which  they  give  us  in  return  merchandize,  with 
which  the  frugality  of  the  people,  and  the  nature  of 
the  country,  furnilb  them  in  great  abundance." 


The  End  of  the  Second  Volumb. 
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